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N  the  Demife  of  Henry  VII.  his  The  Acceffion  of 
only  Sun,  //<wrjs  fucceeded  to  the  Hcnry  vm* 
Throne,  by  the  Name  of  Henry  the  Anno  IS0* 
Vlllth.  Never  did  Prince  come  to 
that  Dignity  with  more  fhining 
Qualities ;  fuch  a  natural  Difpofition 
to  do  Good  j  and  fo  many  Advantages  for  reigning 
happily ;  infomuch,  that  no  Perfon  in  England 
could  doubt  but  that  he  would  efface  the  Glory  of 
the  moft  illuftrious  of  his  Predecefibrs.  He  began 
his  Reign  at  a  Time,  alfo,  when  the  moft  happy 
Circumftances  concurred  to  make  it  eafy  to  himfelf 
and  favourable  to  his  People.  Befides  his  indifputa- 
ble  Title  to  the  Crown,  he  found  the  Kingdom 
peaceable,  his  Treafury  immenfely  rich  ;  his  Sub- 
jects engaged  to  him  in  Love  and  Efteem  ;  the 
neighbouring  Princes  divided,  and  oblig'd  to  feek  to 
him,  as  an  Arbitrator  of  Peace,  or  War  ;  in  fhort, 
to  hold  the  Balance  between  the  two  great  Houfes  of 
Bourbon  and  Aujlria^  who  were  then  extreamly  jea- 
lous of  each  other's  Power.  But,  tho'  he  retained 
Vol.  III.  A  his 
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his  Grandeur,  he  foon  diflipated  his  Riches  ;  for  all 
the  Treafure  his  Father  amafied,  in  feveral  Years, 
to  the  Value,  as  Authors  afteft,  of  1,800,000/. 
he  prodigally  fquandered  away  in  three  ;  as  if,  fays 
Bifhop  Burnet,  the  Son's  Expence  was  to  vie  with 
the  Father's  Induftry  and  Thrifiinefs.     (a) 

After  the  Coronation,  which  was  performed, 
with  great  Ceremony,  at  Wejlminjler,  June  25, 
1509,  Writs  were  iiTued  out  for  calling  a  Parlia- 
ment, dated  at  the  fame  Place,  Oftobzr  17th,  to 
meet  on  the  2 ill  of  'January  following,  The  fir  ft 
Writ,  to  the  Peers,  being  directed  to  his  mod  dear 
Coufin,  Edward  Duke  or"  Buckingham,  &c.  The 
reft  we  fubjoin  in  their  Order,  (b) 
Thomas*     Marquefs     of  Charles    Somerfet,     Lord 

Dor  Jet,  Herbert, 

Henry,  Earl  of  Northum-  Thomas,  Lord  Darcy, 


berland, 


William,  Lord  Corners, 


Thomas,  Earl  of  Arundel,  William     Blount,      Lord 


John,  Earl  of  Oxford, 
Thomas*  Earl  of  Surrey, 
Richard,  Earl  of  Rent, 
Henry,  Earl  of  EJJex, 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Derby, 
George,  Earl  of  Shrew f- 

bwy, 
Henry,  Lord  Clifford, 


Mpuntjoy, 

John,  Lord  Zouch, 
John     Bourchier,      Lord 

Fitz-Warin, 
Thomas   Orm:nd,     Lord 

Rochfcrd, 
Thomas  Fen^ys,LordDacre, 
Ralph  Ogle,  Lord  Ogle 


George,  Loid  Nevile,  of  John  Bourghchiere,   Lord 


Bergavenny, 
George,    Lord  Hqftings, 
Thomas  Wejl,  Loi'd  Dcla- 

War, 
Richard,  Lord  Lumley, 
John  Brooke,    Lord  Cob 

ham, 
Edward    Sutton,     Lord 

Dudley, 
Richard  Nevile,  Lord  La 

timor, 


Ber  tiers, 
Edmund  Grey,  Lord  Wil- 
ton, 
William,  Lord  Stourton, 
Thomas,  Lord  Dacre, 
Henry,  Lord  Scrcope,    of 

Bolton, 
Thomas  0*y,Lord  Ferrers, 

of  Q+oby, 
Walter  Devereux,   Lord 
Ferrers, 


William,  Lord  Wilkughby,  George,  Lord  Fitz-Hugh, 

The 

(,j)  Bu  rnit'i  iftjttrj  of  the  Reformation.     Vo).  I.  P.  2. 
\ 'U )  D  v  c,  n  a  lb  ' .«  Stmmnx  to  Parliament,    Anno  I .  Hen.  VIII. 
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The  like  Writs  of  Summons  were  fent  to  the  fol"  KingHenryVlII. 
lowing  Judges,  &e. 

Sir  Robert  Rede,  Knt.        IVilliam  Grevi/e, 
Robert  Brudenell,  Lexvis  Pollard, 

Humphry  Conyng(l>y,  Richard  Elyatt 

Sir  John  Fijher,  Knt.        John  Ernley,  the  King's 
John  Butler ;  Attorney  General. 

On  the  Day  appointed,  being  Monday,  January 
21,  the  Parliament  met,  in  the  great  Chamber  of 
the  Palace  at  Weflminfter,  near  the  Royal  Chapel, 
or  Oratory  ;  and  the  King  fining  on  his  Throne, 
IVUUam  JVharham,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England,  by  the  King's 
Command,  declared  the  Cauie  of  the  Summons 
under  this  Text,     (c) 

Deum  timet e,  Regent  honcrificate.     Ret.  z. 
Which  the  Prelate  divided  into  two  Parts  ;  to  the  2jJorJChaJl" 
firft,  he  faid,  *  That  Fear  was  effential  in  many  Pro-  "  opening^the 
ceedings;  and  that  it  particularly  requiredKings  and  Pailiament. 
great  Men  to  fearGod,  above  all  others ;  by  the  Neg- 
lect of  which,  not  only  Kings  and  their  Subject, 
but  even  Cities,   Commonwealths  and  Kingdoms, 
were  afflicted,  chaftifed,  or,  almorr,  totally  fub- 
verted.     For  this  Caufe,  only,  that  the  Fear  of 
God  was  not  before  their  Eyes. 
To  the  fecond  Part  he  argued,    *  That  Kings 
ought  to  be  honoured  by  their  Subjects  ;  and  that 
to  honour  the  King  is  to  chute  Judgment  or  Un- 
derftanding.    In  enlarging  upon  which,  hefhewed 
many  Sorts  or  Kinds  of  Judgment  j  concluding, 
that  the  abovefaid  Honour  was  the  moft  powerful 
when    the  King's  Subjects  governed  themfelves 
well  ;  and,  when  there  was   occafion,  reformed 
themfelves  alfo.     And,  when  the  Judges,  acting 
by   the  Royal   Authority,  adminifter  fuch  Judg- 
ment as  is  both  juft  and  right,  humane  and  natural. 
Saying,    how   necefiary  good  Laws  are  for  the 
A  2  right 

(c)  The  following  Speech  and  Proceedings,  in  this  firft  Parliament  of 
Henry  VIII.  and  all  the  lubfequent  ones,  from  this  Time,  are  translated 
and  extracted  frcm  a  Manufcript  Copy  of  the  Journals  of  the  Houle  of 
Lords  ;  lately  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Oxfvd  j  put-chafed  by  Mr,  0/» 
k*rnt,  Bookie llcr  in  Grid's- Inn, 
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KingHcnryvm.  <  right  Government  of  any  Kingdom,  quia  Leges 
funt  Norma  Rei-publica  bene  biflituendcs ;  by  an 
exact  Obfervat'on  of  which  all  Republics  muft 
profper.  He  argued,  alfo,  that  our  Forefathers 
were  accounted  Wife,  not  fo  much  from  many 
excellent  Laws  which  they  made  and  publifhed, 
for  the  Benefit  of  Pofterity  j  but  for  a  diligent  and 
indifferent  Obfervation  of  them.  Hence  Almighty 
God  ought  to  be  prayed  to,  that  good  and  nourifh- 
ing  Laws  might  not  only  be  enacted  in  this  Par- 
liament, which  he,  aptly,  termed  the  Stomach 
of  the  Nation,  but,  that  they  might  be,  alfo, 
uprightly  executed.  Upon  Juftice,  he  faid,  that 
it  chiefly  and  ncceflarily  behoved  Kings  to  govern 
their  Dominions  wifely  ;  and  then  introduced 
feveral  other  Officers  trufled  with  the  Affairs  of 
the  Public.  The  Judges,  who  rightly  and  duly 
adminiltred  Juftice  he  faid,  were  the  Eyes  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  the  learned  Expofitcrs  of  the 
Laws  he  ftiled  the  Tongues  of  it.  Others  were 
the  Mefiengers  of  the  Government,  as  the  Sheriffs 
and  Magistrates  of  Cities  and  Counties ;  the  for- 
mer of  which,  who  did  not  execute  their  Offices 
rightly,  he  compared  to  Noah's  Raven.  The 
Collectors  of"  the  Taxes  and  Cuftoms  he  called  the 
Commonwealth's  Spies,  of  which  Number  (cwy 
he  faid,  were  found  to  be  good.  Others  were 
the  Pillars  of  the  Government,  as  Juries  of  twelve 
Men  are.  Laftly,  fays  our  Authority,  cum  mag- 
no  Audientium  Plaufu^  he  went  upon  the  State  of 
the  whole  Kingdom,  and  urged  that  it  was  the 
real  Intereft  of  each  feparate  Body,  Spiritual, 
Temporal,  and  Commonalty,  to  unite  in  fupport- 
ing  the  Crown  ;  that  Jultice,  which  is  the  Queen 
of  Vertues,  may  be  aufpicious  in  theNation  :  That 
both  Bifhop  and  Peer  may  join  in  reforming  the 
Errors  of  pafr.  Times  ;  in  utterly  abolifhing  all 
iniquitous  Laws ;  in  moderating  the  rough  and 
fevere  ones  ;  in  enacling  good  and  ufeful  Statutes  ; 
and,  when  made,  to  fee  that  they  mould  be  faith- 
fully, honeftly  and  inviolably  obferved.  Which, 
if  this  Parliament  will  perform,  then  he  affirmed 

'that 
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*  that  there  was  no  one  could  doubt,  but  that  GodKingHenryvm. 
'  fhcuid  be  feared,  the  King  honoured,  and,  for  the 

*  future,    the   Commonwealth    ferved  with  good 
'  Counfellors,  every  Way  ufeful  to  the  King  and 

*  Kingdom.' 

After  this  elaborate  Difcourfe  was  ended,  the 
Chancellor,  in  the  King's  Name,  directed  the  Com- 
mons to  meet  the  next  Day,  in  their  accuftomed 
Place,  and  chufe  their  Speaker.  At  the  fame  Time, 
the  Receivers  and  Tryers  of  Petitions  and  Com- 
plaints, from  different  Parts  of  the  King's  Domi- 
nions, were  appointed.  And,  fince  our  Authority 
gives  us  their  Names,  we  fhall,  for  once,  tranfcribe 
them,  to  (hew  who  were  the  Members  of  either 
Houfe,  that  were  trufted  with  thofe  Affairs  at  that 
Time. 

Receivers  appointed  for  Petitions  from  England* 
Ireland,  Wales,  and  Scotland  ;  to  be  delivered  within 
fix  Days 

Sir  John  Young,  Sir  Roger  Lupton,  Sir  John 
Taylor. 

From  Gafcoigny  and  other  Countries  beyond  Sea, 
with  the  Ifles,  within  feven  Days. 
Sir  Nicholas  Wejl,  Sir  James  Whetfon, 

Sir  William  Litchfield,        Sir  Nicholas  Rawjlons. 

The  Tryers  of  Petitions  from  England,  Ireland, 
Wales,  and  Scotland,  were 
The  Archbifhop  of  Can-  Earl  of  Surrey, 

terhury,  The  Abbots  of  Wejlmin- 

Duke  of  Buckingham,  Jler,    St.  Edmund/bury, 

TheBifhopsof Winchefer,     and  Abingdon, 

Exeter,  and  Rochejler,    Lord  Hajlings, 
The  Earl  of  Shrezv/bury,    Lord  Herbert. 

All  thefe  together,  or  a  Number  of  thefe  Bifliops 
and  Lords,  had  a  Power  to  call  to  them  the  Lord 
Chancellor  or  Treafurer,  or  two  other  of  the  King's 
Officers  when  there  was  Occafion.  They  were  to 
fit  in  the  Chamber  of  the  King's  Chamberlain. 

The  Names  of  the  Tryers  for  Petitions  from 

Gafcoigny  and  other  Foreign  Parts,  are  omitted,  as 

is  fuppofed,  by  Neglect  of  the  Clerks.     For  it  fol- 

A  3  lows, 
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KingH«nryVinJ0WS'  on  ^e  R-ecord,  that  thefe  alfo  had  Power  to 
call  to  them  the  great  Officers  above  and  the  King's 
Serjeant  ;  they  were  to  fit  in  the  Chamber  of  tlie 
Treafury.  Some  Proxies  for  abfent  Bifhops  and 
Abbots,  being  read  and  allowed  of,  concluded  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  fir  ft  Day. 

The  next  Day  the  Commons  fent  Sir  Robert 
Drtirp,  Knt.  to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  them  that 
they  had  chofen  a  Speaker.  On  which,  the  Lard 
Chancellor  appointed  ten  of  the  Clock  the  "next 
Morning,  for  them  to  pre  lent  him  before  the  King. 
And,  accoraingly  they  prcienied'Ibomas  Inglej)e/d,(d) 
Tho.  inglefield,  Efq;  as  their  Speaker  ;  whole  Excufe,  for  Infuffi- 
Speaker.eacd  ciency,  being  notaccepted,  with  the  ufual  Protefta- 
tion  for  Liberty  of  Speech,  &c.  he  was  confirmed. 
At  the  fame  Time  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  by 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  to  meet  the  next 
Morning,  and  every  Day  during  the  Sitting  of  this 
Parliament,  at  nine  of  the  Clock,  in  order  to  do 
Bufinefs. 

The  fourth  Day  of  this  Parliament,  ke'\ngTburf- 
day,  Janury  2+,  the  Lords  again  met,  when  four 
Bills  were  preferred  and  read.  The  firft,  as  ufual, 
to  confirm  the  Liberties  of  Holy  Church.  The 
next,  to  prevent  falle  Returns  in  Eicheats  to  the 
Crown.  One  for  forfeited  Patents  granted  for 
Life;  and  another  for  reforming  Excefs  in  Appare!. 
The  two  firft  and  the  laft  were  read  twice  on  that 
Day,  and  committed  to  the  King's  Attorney  and 
Soliicitor  General  (e)  for  their  Amendments. 

But,  we  fhall  not  tire  our  Readers  with  the  fur- 
ther Proceedings  of  this  Parliament,  contained  in 
the  Journal  B:ok  \  except,  when  any  remarkable 
Ordinance  or  Debate  occur>.  The  moft  ufefo! 
Statutes  which  were  made  in  it  will  appear  be  ft  un- 
der their  feveral  Heads  in  the  Sequel. 

The  particular  Writer  of  this  King's  Life  tells 
u"  (f)>  '   That,  at  this  Time,  it  wai  thought  fit, 

c  for 

(eT)  Stave  calls  him  Sir  Tbcmas  Ingh-bv,  Knt. 

(e)  The'e  Olficers,  with  the  Clerk  or  Parliament,  were  then  made 
Ufe  of,  as  Meflengcrs,  to  carry  Bills  from  the  Houic  of  Lords  to  tlic- 
Ccmmons. 

(  f)  The  Life  and  Reign  of  Kinv;  Henry  VJIT.  By  Edward  Lord 
H.  >  be  ■  Cf  Ckcrbury.     Fol.  Land.  168s. 

Kxxyz^sHrjhryofErglend.     Vol.  II.    P.  6. 
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'for  many  Reafons,  but  efpecially  for  contenting  Kin?HenryVin- 
'  the  Commonality,   which  feem'd  to    be  wholly 

*  altered  by  the  rigorous  Proceedings  of  Henry  VII. 
'  to  call  a  Parliament,  which   began  in   January 

*  following/  This  noble  Author  adds,  thit  the 
principal  Perfons  defign  d  to  be  ftruck  at  in  it,  were 
Empfon  and  Dudley ,  two  of  the  late  King's  Agents  -, 
and  who  were  now,  not  only  expos'd  to  the  Re- 
venge of  all  Men,  but  had  been  publicity  tryed, 
at  Guildhall,  fome  Time  before,  for  High 
Treafon,  found  guilty  and  condemn'd  for  it. 

The  Reader  may  obferve,  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor glances  ftrongly,  in  his  Speech,  at  the  Open- 
ing of  this  Parliament,  againft  fuch  iniquitous  Prac- 
tices, of  which  thefe  Men  had  been  found  guilty. 
And,  the  principal  Scope  of  the  Members  of  both 
Houfes  feemed  to  have  Reference  to  this  Bufinefs 
alone  ;  efpecially  the  lower  Houfe  were  fo  warm 
in  it,  that  the  King  thought  proper,  adds  the  Hifto- 
rian  above  quoted,  to  reftrain  his  own  Authority, 
in  fome  Sort,  in  order  to  enlarge  the  People's  Confi- 
dence and  Affedtion  to  him. 

The   firft  Stroke  that  we  find  in  the  Journal- 
Book,    made    at   thefe  Oppreflbrs,     is    in  a  Bill  Proceedings  a. 
brought  from  the  Commons,  and  read  in  theUp-gainft  Sir  Tho. 
per  Houfe,  for  removing  and  abolifhing  both  the  Empfon  andEdm. 
Names  and  Offices  of  ail  Promoters  and  Commijjaries  Sfging'^chS 
for  ever.     To  which  the  Lords  agreed  ;  and  ordered  Minifies, 
farther,  that  the  Names  of  thofe  Officers  fhould  be 
entered  on  the  Parliament-Roll,  as  a  perpetual  Me- 
morial of  their  Infamy  and  Difgrace. 

The  next  is,  that  a  Bill  of  Attainder,  againft  the 
Perfons  and  Eftates  of  Sir  'Thomas  Empfon,  Knt.  and 
Edmund  Dudley,  Efq;  was  brought  up  to  the  Houfe  ™eyareattaint' 
of  Lords,  and  pa  fled  there  without  any  Oppofition. 
Several  of  the  Statutes,  by  which  the  late  King 
took  Advantage  of  the  People,  were  now  either 
repealed,  explained,  or  limited.  Amongft  which, 
the  Benefit  of  Forfeitures  for  Penal  Laws,  was  re- 
due'd  to  the  Term  of  three  Years  next  fucceed- 
ing,  the  Offence  committed  to  the  King  i  and  to 
,  any 
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King Henryvni.  any  other  Perfon  within  one  Year  (g).  Laftly, 
fome  untrue  Inquifitions,  found  by  Empfon  ?.nd 
Dudley,  asalfo,  fome  Ailurances  of  Lands  pafs'd  to 
them,  were  annihilated  and  riK'.de  void  (/>}.  But, 
tho'  thefe  Men  were  call  into  Prifon,  and  thus 
loaded,  as  it  were,  by  a  double  Sentence  of  both 
Jury  and  Parliament,  yet  the  King  was  not  over 
hafty  in  ordering  their  Execution.  'Till  the  next 
Year,  in  a  Progrefs  he  made,  the  People's  Clamours 
were  fo  great  againft  thele  Giminals,  that,  for  their 
Satisfaction,  he  fent  a  fpecial  Writ  to  have  their 
Heads  (truck  off.  By  doing  which,  lays  Lord 
Herbert,  it  was  thought  by  many,  that  he  acted 
more  like  a  good  King  than  a  good  Mafler. 

Another  later  Hiitorian  (;')  remarks,  that  this 
Method  of  condemning  People  to  die,  by  the  Au- 
thority of  King  and  Parliament,  without  particular 
Mention  of  the  Nature  of  their  Offence,  or  the 
Proofs  in  Support  of  the  Charge,  had  'till  then  been 
feldom  pra&ifed  ;  but,  fo  dangerous  ar<*  fuch  Pre- 
cedents, that  it  was  but  too  frequently  praclis'd  in 
the  Sequel  of  this  Reign. 

There  was  nothing  done  elfe  that  was  material,  in 
this  Parliament  ;  except  we  mention  a  Repeal  of  a 
fumptuary  Law  ;  and  a  new  one,  a  little  more  de- 
cent, fubftituted.  But  tho'  the  nobie  Hiftorian 
mentions  no  Subfidy  granted  to  the  King  at  this 
Time,  yet  the  Journal- Bock  is  not  fo  filent  ;  but 
A  Subfidy  tells  us,  that  on  the  laft  Day  of  the  Seflion,  the 
granted.  Commons,  with  Confentof  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 

Temporal,  granted  a  Supply  of  two  Tenths  and 
two  Fifteenths  ;  as  by  Indenture  there  fptcified,  be- 
ginning with  thefe  Words : 

fltUe  pour  fumble  £ufcjert#,  &c.    And, 
On  which  Indenture  was  endorfed  in  French, 

%e  Eoi  remercie  eee  Communes  De  leur  bon 
Jettons  en  fa^ant  ietf  <3vm':tsi  fusDiiTeje,   fcrv. 

On  the  laft  Day  of  this  Parliament,  which  was  Fe- 
bruary 23,  being  all  met  in  the  Chamber  called  the 
Crofs  Chamber  (k)    of  the  Palace  ;  the  King  on  his 

Throne, 

(]r)  Statutes  at  targe.  An.   I.  Hen.  VTII.  Cap.  4. 
(a)  Statutes  at  large,  An.  1.  Hen.  VIII.  Cap.  4.. 
(»)  Rapin's  U\i\.  of  England,  Vol.  Edit.  p.  70S. 
[k)  Camera  Crucii. 
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Throne,  and  the  Peers  in  their  Parliament  Robes ;  King HenryVM. 
the  Speaker  of  the  Hcufe  of  Commons,  now   Sir 
Thomas  faghfield,    Knt.    fpcke  to  the    King,     on 
prefeming  the  Bills,  to  this  Effecl: :  The  Speaker's 

«  He  firft  bellowed   great  Praifes  on  his  Majefly  sPeech  t0  the 
«  for  the  Gifts  of  Nature,  Fortune,  and  Grace,  ^hcons^!* 
'  which   God   had   given  to    him.       But,    more  Bill. 

*  particularly    enlarged  on   his  promifing    Valcur, 

*  wonderful  Temperance,    divine  Moderation    in 

*  Juftice,  and  his  avowed  Defire  for  Clemency.  At 
'  the  fame  Time  he  declared,  by  many  Examples, 

*  the  great   good  Will  and  due  Obedience  which 

*  his  Subjects  payed  him  ;  and  a?  a  Teftimonyof 
%  which,  the  Grant  for  the  Subfidy,  which  he  then 

*  prefented,  containing  a  very  large  Sum  of  Money, 
'  was  a  fare  and  certain  Proof  of  their  Fidelity  and 
'  AfiectLn  towards  his   moll  excellent   Majefty's 

*  Perfon  and  Government.' 

After  this  Harangue  was  ended,  all  the  Bills  paf- 
fed  by  this  Parliament  were  feparately  read  for  the 
Royal  Afi'ent ;  and  then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in 
the  King's  Name,  after  reciting  what  Acts,  then 
made,  were  mod  conducive  to  the  publick  Good, 
recommended  to  all  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, and  the  Commons,  the  due  Obfervance  of 
thefe  Laws,  in  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
where  they  dwelt.  Then,  returning  Thanks  to 
the  whole  Body,  for  their  great  Care  and  Diligence  The  Parliament 
in  enaciing  them,  by  the  King's  Command,  he  dif-  diflToWd- 
fol ved  the  Parliament.  q^  betweeiJ 

The  next  Year  an  unnatural  Quarrel  began  be- Pope  Julius  II. 
tween  Julius  II.  then  Pope,  and  his  moft  Chrjjlian  a"d  Lcwis  XI1* 
Son,  Lewis  XII.  King  of  France.     All  the  Princes  °    rancc* 
in  Ewope  were  interefted,  one  Way  or  other,  in 
this  Difpute  ;  which  had  proceeded  to  an  open  War 
between   them.      Amongft    the  reft,   our  Henry 
though:  proper  to  take  the  weaker  Side,  and  to  de- 
fend  the  Caufe  cf  Religion  ;    either,    becaufe,    as 
Lord  Herlert  exprefles  it,   that  he  might  gain  from 
France  the  Title  of  Christianissimus,  or,  what 
was  more  folid,  thofe  long   loft  Dukedoms,  which 
his  Predecellbrs,  Kings  of  England,  had   formerly 
held  in  France.     Stirred  up  with   Religion  or   Am- 
bition, 


A  Parliament 
call'd  on  that 
Account. 


Anno   Regni  2, 

1510. 
At  Weftminfter. 


The  Chancellor's 
Speech  to  them. 
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King  Henry viii.  bition,  young  Henry  refolved  to  pufh  this  Affair 
againft  Lewis,  and  to  that  End  he  lummon'd  a 
Parliament,  to  lay  the  Matter  before  them.  Ac- 
cordingly Writ3  were  lent  out,  dated  Nov.  28.  for 
cue  to  meet  at  Weflnmijler,  on  the  4th  D.sy  of 
February  following. 

At  which  Time  being  all  aflembled  in  the  Painted 
Chamber,  asufual,  the  King  fitting  on  the  Throne, 
William  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury,  Hill  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, opened  the  Seffion  by  a  Speech,  or  rather  a 
Sermon,  from  this  Text,  Jujlitia  &f  Pax  ojculata 
funt. 

This,  according  to  Form,  he  divided  into  two 
Parts.  c  In  the  former  of  which  he  took  Notice, 
how  ncceilary  and  even  wholfom  it  was,  for  any 
powerful  Empire,  or  Government,  en  any  ur- 
gent Occalion,  luch  as  the  prefent  was,  to  call 
Parliaments,  or  publick  Councils.  This,  he  faid, 
was  the  con  (tan  t  Cuftom  of  the  Roman  Govern- 
ment ;  which  he  proved  from  the  Teftimony  of 
Valer.us  Maximum  It  was  alfo  the  Advice  of 
Solomon,  laying,  Choofe  ye  jujl  Men  ;  be  wife  all 
ye  that  pre  fide  over  the  People  ;  from  whence  Wif- 
dom,  juft;ce,  and  Peace,  the  moft  mining  Vir- 
tues of  a  Commonwealth,  mult  neceffarily  ariie. 
He  fhewed,  that  the  Divine  Wifdom,  coming 
from  Kings  and  Rulers,  was  far  above  all  Earthly 
Knowledge.  And  from  the  Love  of  two  other 
Virtues,  friz.  Juttice  and  Peace,  thofe  fruitful, 
mutual,  and  amicable  Commodities,  neceflary  in 
Society,  might  fooner  be  gained.  But,  then, 
iaftlyi  he  fhewed,  that  when  the  Streams  of 
Juftice  are  perverted  by  Men  who  feek  to  ob- 
tain their  Worldly  Promotions  and  Power,  vari- 
oufly  and  fcandaloufly,  per  Fas  aut  Nefas  ;  by 
Negledt  of  the  Poor,  and  being  wholly  fway'd  by 
carnal  Affections  ;  by  making  Juries  forfwear- 
ing  fhemfelves  by  Threats  and  other  overbear- 
ing Ways  ;  then  he  faid,  it  was  full  Time  to  re- 
form thefe  Abufcs,  left  worfe  fhould  follow.' 
To  the  fecond  Part,  he  faid,  '  Of  holy  Peace, 
which  Chrijl  had  left  to  his  Diiciples  by  this  Text, 

4  and 
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and  when  Wars  fhould  happen ,  God  only  fuffer'd  KingHen  Via 
them  on  Account  of  the  Sins  committed  by 
wicked  Princes  or  Rulers.  From  the  Authority  of 
theOldTefi-ament,  heinftarxed  the  Story  of  Jcfiua 
againft  the  Amalekites,  and  David  againft  the  Pbili- 
Jlines ;  who  made  War  by  the  immeaiate  Command 
of  God.  He  likewife  told  them,  that  in  proclaim- 
ing War  with  an  Enemy,  we  fhould  fir  ft  of  all 
examine  the  Juftr.efs  of  the  Quarrel  and  the  Inten- 
tion of  the  Proclaimed  He  added  further,  what 
v/as  abfolutely  necefiary  in  thofe  that  took  the 
Fiejd  and  hop'd  for  Victory,  firlt,  that  they  fhould 
walk  in  the  Ways  of  the  Lord,  and  in  him  alone 
place  their  Dependence  ;  that  every  Man  (hoy  Id 
keep  the  Poft  he  was  order'd  to  ;  that  each  Indi- 
vidual mould  be  content  with  his  Pay,  and  avoid 
all  Plunder.' 

Laftly,  he  told  them,  *  That  this  prefent  great 
Council,  or  Parliament,  was  called,  in  order  to 
correct  and  amend  all  the  Statutes  and  Ordinances, 
which  were  found  to  be  erroneous  ;    or,  contrary 
to  the  common  Courfe  of  Juftice  and  the  Laws. 
At  the  Conclufion,  he  directed  the  Commons  to 
meet  the  next  Day  to  choofe  their  Speaker,  and 
afterward  prefent  him  to  the  King.' 
The    Receivers  and  Tryers  of  Petitions    being 
named  and  appointed,  as  ufual,  the  next  Day  the  n^dSe? * 
Commons  prefented  Sir  Robert  Sheffield[l)^    Knt.  Speaker, 
for  their  Speaker,  who  was  approved  of  by  the  King 
and  conhrmed  accordingly. 

But,  it  was  not  'till  the  15th  Day  of  this  Seffion 
of  Parliament,  that  a  direct  Declaration  of  the  in-  Henry  takes  Part 
tended  War  with  France  was  made  to  them.     A&SfadJriwi 
which  Time,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  the  King's  againft  France. 
Command,  in  a  very  folemn  Manner,  opened  to 
the  Bifhops  and  Lords  the   more  fecret  Caufes  for 
calling  this  Parliament.     He  acquainted  them  firft, 

*  That  the  King  of  Scots  had  many  Ways  infulted 

*  and  even  deftroy'd  feveral  of  the  King's  Subjects, 
'  on  the  Borders.     Next,    the  War  between  the 

«  King 

(/)  Sometime  Recorder  of  London.     HollingJIxad.  ■■         He  was  an 
Ar.ccftor  of  the  late  Duke  of  Buckingham's  Family. 
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KifltHearyViii,  *  King  of  C  aft  He  and  the  Duke  of  Guelder!and>  the 

*  King's  Ally,  was  to  be  confidered.  And,  hilly, 
1  an  Account,  tranflated  into  Engli/h,  was  read  by 
4  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  concerning  the  Diflenti- 
'  ons,  which   were  then  on    Foot,  between   our 

*  holy  Father  the  Pope  and  Leivis  King  of  France  ; 

*  containing  a  Recital  of  all  the  Contumelies,  Mif- 

*  chiefs  and  Injuries,  which  had  been  done  to  the 
'  Holy  See,  by  the  faid  French  King/  And,  af- 
terwards, the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  with  the  Lord 
Treafurer,  and  other  Peers,  went  down  to  the 
Lower  Houfe,  to  acquaint  the  Commons  with  thefe 
Matters. 

Which  is  ap-        It   hath  been    feveral  Times  obferv'd,    in  the 
prov'd  by  Parlia-  CoWe  of  thefe  Enquiries,  that  a  Propofal  of  a  War 
STiStoi       m±  France  was  always  well  entertain'd    by  an 
thereupon.         Englijb  Parliament.     Accordingly,   this   laft,  tho' 
on  no  extraordinary  Grounds,  was  no  fooner  pro- 
pounded to  the  Houfes,  than  accepted    of.     The 
Lords  order'd  in  a  Bill  and  palled  it,  containing  cer- 
tain great   Privileges  granted  to  the  Marquefs  of 
Dorfct,  and  other  great  Men,  that  would  go  beyond 
Sea  with  the  King.     And,  the  Commons  voted  a 
large  Supply,  oflwoTentbs  and  two  Fifteenths,  with 
Tonnage  and  Poundage,  to  carry  on  the  War  {m). 

The  moil  remarkable  Ac"ls  that  were  palled,  in 
the  fir  ft  Seflion  of  this  Parliament,  were  thefe :  Firft, 
ARi  paired.  «  Every  Perfon  that  is  or  fhall  be  in  the  King's 

'  Wars,  beyond  the  Sea,  or  upon  the  Sea,  fhall 
'  have  a  Protection  of  Prcfeclw  us,  or  Moraturus9 
'  cum  Claufula,  volumus.  And  he  may  alienate  his 
'  Lands,  holden  in  Capite,  without  Licence.  And, 

*  if  he  die  in  that  Service,  his  Heir  within  Age  and 
'  in  Ward,  his  Executors,  Feoffees,  or  Affigns, 
1  fhall  have  the  Wardfhip  and  Marriage,  towards 
4  the  Performance  of  his  Will.'  Alfo,  by  another 
Aft,  *  Penalties  were  ordained  for  Captains  that 
'  abridged  the  Number  of  their  Soldiers,  or  detained 
'  their  Wages  ;  alfo,  for  Soldiers  departing  without 
'  Licence. 

«  That 

(m)  Hall  writes,  that  it  wa»  two  Fifteenths  of  the  Temporality, 
and  of  the  Clergy  two  Difmes. 

Hall's  Chronicle,  Hen.  VIII.  Fol.  xvi. 
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*  That  becaufe  Money,  Plate,  and  Jewels,  W^.  King  Henry vni. 

*  being  carried  out  of  the  Kingdom,  impoverifh'd 

*  it;  ijt was  enadted,  that  every  Offender  that  Way 

*  fhould  forfeit  double  Value  (n). 

An  Ordinance  formerly  made  againfl  Efcheator^ 
Cornmiflioners,  and  finding  and  turning  of  Offi- 
ce?, was  alfo  confirmed.  This,  itfeems,  had  ftill 
Relation  to  Empjon  and  Dudley's  Proceedings  (<?). 
Becaufe,  feveral  unlawful  Games  kept  Men  from 
fhooting  in  the  Long  Bow,  they  were  put  down, 
and  Archery  commanded.  For  the  better  under- 
ftanding  of  which  Act  another  pafled,  whereby  the 
Ufe  of  theCrofs-Bow  was  alfo  forbidden  (p). 

We  find  by  the  Journal-Book,  that  in  this  Parlia-  The  Attainder  a- 
ment  the  King  reveried   the  Attainder  againft  the  8ainft  Sir  £dm. 
late  Sir  Edmund  Dudley,  and  reitored  his  Son  y^  **"%  re*ers'd. 
to  all  his  Lands  and  PofTefljons.    This  John  Dudley, 
towards  the  latter  End  of  this  Reign,  was  conftituted 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,    and  was  in  the 
higheft  Efteem. 

March  30.  The  Parliament,  by  the  King's  Com- 
mand, was  prorogued  to  the  4th  of  November  fol- 
lowing^. 

Great  Levies  and  Preparations  were  now  made  An  Embarkation 
for  the  French  War  ;  and  being  all  ready,  the  Mar-  aSainft  France, 
quels  of  Dorfet,  with  a  large  Retinue  of  other  No- 
blemen, and  a  Body  of  10,000  choice  Englifl)  Sol- 
diers, were  lent  into  Spain,  to  join  with  the  Duke 
D'Alva,  the  Spani/h  General,  and  carry  Deftrucli- 
on  into  France  from  that  Quarter.     But,  meeting 
with  fome  unforefeen  Accidents  and  Difappoint- 
ment?,  the  General  return'd  home  the  next  Win- 
ter, Re  infefia.     And  now  the  French,  according-, 
to  Cuftom,  having  drawn  in  the  King  of  Scots  by  £ l^Tot/tT 
Treaty,  to  make  a  Diverfion  into  England,  in  their  their  Party. 

Favour, 

(»)  Statutes  at  large,  3  Hen.  VIII.  Cap.  i,  iv,  v. 

(oj  Lord  Herbert  in  Kemtet,  p.  8. 

{f)  Ibid,  and  Statutes  at  large,  3  Hen.  VIII.  Cap.  iii.  and  xiij . 

{<])  During  the  fitting  of  this  Parliament,  one  Nnvbolt,  Yeoman  of 
the  King's  Guard,  and  highly  favour'd  by  him,  wilfully  flew  a  Ser- 
vant of  the  Lcrd  Wilhughby,  in  the  Palace  at  fVcjlmirJler  ;  but  th» 
Kingrefented  this  fo  much,  thatfetting  afideall  Affection,  he  caus'd 
him  to  be  hang'd  in  the  Palace-yard  ;  where  he  hung  two  Days,  as  aa 
Exampk  to  others.  Hall's  lien.  VIII.  Fol.  xvi, 
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King Hcnrj-viii.  Favour,  Lewis  thought  himfelf  above  a  Match  for 
Henry. 

On  Nov.  the  4th,  this  Year,  the  fame  Parliament 
met  again,  by  Prorogation  ;  though  our  Statute- 
Books,  and  all  our  Hiftorjans,  call  it  a  new  one. 
But,  tho'  the  Journals  exprefly  mention  this  Pro- 
rogation, and  add,  that  the  Proceedings  of  this 
«     .  fecond  Seflion  are  contained  in  a  Book  of  «the  4th  of 

this  King  ;  yet,  that  Book,  by  Negligence,  is  loft; 
fo  that  what  we  can  find,  mud  be  taken  from  the 
Authorities  above  mentioned. 

Lord  Herbert  writes,  That  the  King  being  now 
relblved  to  go  abroad  in  Perl'on,  in  order  to  fecure 

A  w%li:UTleilt    n's  own  Dominions  from  the  Sots,  he  lent  the  Earl 

Aano  lUgnt^  or"  Surrey  with  an  Army  into  TerJjbtre,  to   protect 

1512°     *  thofe  Northern  Parts  of   the   Kingdom.     Whiift 

this  was  doing,  he  call'd  a  Parliament  to   meet  at 

eitnl3i  y&znt'  fFeJiminJier  i  where,  befides  enadting  feveral  good 
Laws,  he  had  a  Grant  of  two  more  Tenths  and  Fif- 

APoli-Tax.  teer/th  (r),  as  a  Subfidy.  Befides  this,  he  bad  a 
Poll-Tax  granted  him  ;  which  was,  of  every  Duke 
ten  Marks  ;  of  e\ery  Earl  five  Pounds  ;  a  Lord 
four  Pounds  ;  a  Knight  four  Marks  ;  of  every 
Man  worth  eight  hundred  Pounds  in  Goods  the 
fame  ;  of  each  Man  who  had  forty  Shillings  in 
Wages,  twelve  Pence  ;  and  of  all  who  were  at,  or 
above,  fifteen  Years  of  Age,  four  Pence. 

Thefe  were  heavy  Taxes,  but  the  Nation  being 
at  that  Time  threatned  with  a  double  Invafion, 
both  from  France  and  Scotland,  the  prefent  Danger 
took  off  any  Refentment  from  it.  We  find  that 
the  very  firft  A6t  that  was  palled  this  Seffion,  was, 
in  order  to  fecure  the  Sea-  Coafts  ;  by  erecting  of 
Bulwarks,  Brays  and  Walls,  in  Cornwall,  and 
elfewhere  ;  and  fortifying  theCaftles  on  thefe  Coafts. 

Th      r  Nor  was   this  Precaution   without  Reafon,  for  the 

b  England.  very  next  Summer  ihe  French  landed  a  Number  of 
Men  in  Suffix,  but  they  were  loon  beat  back  again 
to  their  Ships. 

On 

(r  )  S'cm't  writes,  two  Fifteenths  and  four  Denies  ;  and  that  it  wai 
refclv'din  this  Parliament,  that  the  King  fliould  go  to  the  Wars  in 
Pci'.on.  Stowb'sC^/Wi  p«49i. 
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On  the  Authority  of  Lord  Herbert,  we  venture  King Henryvm. 
to  fay,  that  after  palling  the  above-mention'd  Act 
and  fbme  others  of  lefs  Concern,  this  Parliament  R     . 

was  again  prorogued   to  January  the  23d,  which     an°i5*.nis' 
was  in  the  Year  1513,  or  the  5  th  of  this  King. 

In  the  mean  Time  Henry   had  headed  an  Englijh 
Army  in  Peribn  \n  France,  had  won  the  Battle  of 
the  Spurs,  and  had  taken  Terw'n  and  the  City  of 
Toumay ;  the  Citizens  of  which,  to  the  Number  Hemyt&kes 
of  80,000,  took  Oaths  to  become  true  Subjects  to  Toumay. 
Henry.     James   the  fourth,  King  of  Scotland,  had 
brought  a  puiffant   Army   into  England,  alfo,  in 
Henry's  Abfence ;  but  was  met  in  Northumberland 
by  the  Eari  of  Surrey,  when  the  fatal  Battle  of  Flod-  The  Scots  rout> 
den  Field  was  fought  ;    in  which  the  Scotch  Kinged  at  Flodden- 
was  kill'd,  and  about  ten  Thoufand  of  his  Follow-  fib- 
ers left  dead  upon  the  Spot. 

After  Henry's  Return  to  England,  the  Parlia- 
ment met  as  before  mentioned  ;  but  as  far  as  we 
can  find,  very  little  was  done  in  it.  The  Title  of 
the  fir(t  Acl  palled,  in  the  Statute  Books,  is  to  or- 
dain, '  How  the  King's  new  Subjects  of  Toumay 
1  and  Terivin,  in  France,  may  have  Affurance  and 
'  Recovery  of  their  Debts  due  to  them  by  Englijh- 
'  men  ;  and  how,  Englljhmen  of  them.'  It  was 
alfo  enacted,  '  That  every  Man  that  would  fue  for 

*  the  King's  Pardon,  granted  on  certain  Articles, 
«  mould  have  it  (/).' 

Our  noble  Hilt orianf/J  mentions  another  Thing, 
remarkable  enough,  done  in  this  SerJion  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  which  was,  «  That  Margaret,  Daughter 

*  to  George  Duke  of  Clarence,  late  Wife  to  Sir 
'  Richard de la  Pole,  Knight,  petitioned  the  King, 
'  that  fince   Edward  Earl   of  Warwick,  her  Kro- 

*  ther,  had  been  attainted  in  a  Parliament,  held  the 

*  19th  of  Henry  VII.  and  all  his  Lands  confiscated, 

*  it  would  pleafe  the  King  to  reftoie  her  to  Blood 

*  and  Inheritance,  and  that  flic  might  be  ftiicd 
'  Countefs  of  Salisbury  ;  which  was  grimed,  and 
'  confirmed  by  Parliament.' 

No: 

Cf)  Statutes  at  large  5  Hen.  VIIT.  Cap.  i,  and  viii. 
(f)  Lord  Herbert  in  Kcnr.ct,  p.  19. 


c» 
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KingHenryVin.      Not  long  after   this,    Lewis  the   French   King 
having  firit  reconciled  himfelf  to  the  Pope  and  Ho- 

a  Peace  with     ty  Church,  concluded  a  Peace   alfo  with    Henry  ; 

France.  and,  tho'  he  was  far  advanced  in  Years,  propofed 

himfclf  as  a  Match,  and  actually  married  the  Prin- 
cefs  Mary,  Henry's  Sifter,  one  of  the  faireft  Ladie3 
of  her  Time.  But,  dying  within  little  more  than 
a  Month  after  this,  without  I  flue,  the  Crown  of 
France  defcended  to  the  next  Heir,  Francis  de  Va- 
his,  his  Coufin  German. 

But,  topurfue  the  Thread  of  our  own  Hiftorv  ; 
Henry,  in  the  fixth  Year  of  his  Reign,  thought 
proper  to  call  another   Parliament.       And  Writs 

AnnoRegni  6.  were  accordingly  iflued  out,    dated   Nov.    23.  to 

.  ™5,14,  „      meet  at  Weftminfter,  on  the  5th  Day  of   February 

At  Weibn.nfter.  r  11        •  " 

following. 

Being   all  afTembled,  as  ufual,  before  the  King, 
in  the  Painted  Chamber  of  the  Palace,  at  IVejlmin- 
Jier,  William  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury,  and  Chan- 
cellor, made  an  Oration  to  them  on  thefe  Words. 
The  chancellor's     Nunc  Reges  intel/igite,  erudimini  quijudicatis  Ter- 

Speech  to  the      ram. 

Parliament.  Qn  which  Words  he  obfervgd,  *  That  the  An  - 

'  tients  with  great  Care,  Study  and  Love,  nourinYd 

*  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  that  it  was  their  great- 

*  eft  Glory  and  Comfort,  when  they  law  it  flourifh 
'  under  their  Aufpices.  But  our  Repubhck  fickens 
'  and  decays;  becaufe,  adds  he,  the  Moderns  pre- 
'  fer  their  own  private  Affairs  to  the  Pubiic.  In 
'  order,  therefore,    to   re  ft  ore  the  Commonwealth 

*  to  its  prirtine  Sanity,  the  ableft  Phyficians  are ; 
'  firft,  a  wife  King,   which  is  the  Standard  of  the 

*  People  ;    and  a  Multitude  of  wife  Counfellors, 

*  which  give  Health  to  the  whole  World.  After- 
'  wards,  he  told   them  that  the  ruling  Rod  of  a 

*  Kingdom,  was  what  all  Kings  ought  chiefly  to 

*  underftand,  fince  it  went  by  a  triple  Direction. 
'  The  firft  was,  that  Kings  fhould  carry  them- 
'  felves  towards  God,  both  in  loving,  fearing,  and 
'  ferving  him.  In  the  next  Place,  that  they  mould 
4  know  how  to  govern  themfelves,  by  Knowledge, 
4  Judgment  and  Reformation.     Laftly,  that  every 

*  King 
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"  King  ought  to  learn  how  to  carry  himfelf  towards  KingHenryVlH. 
4  his  Subjects  ;  viz.  in  adminiftring   impartial  Ju- 

*  ftice,  in  giving  Audience  equally,  and  in  taking 
'  the  Trouble  himfelf  to  hear  the  Complaints  of  his 
'  Subjects.     To  this,  he  added,  what  Qualities  be- 

*  longed  alfo  to  good  Counfellors,  viz.  that  they 

'  mould  give  fuch  Counfel  as  was  heavenly,  ho-  • 
'  nourable  to  the  King,  and  ufeful  both  to  the  Peo- 
'  pie  and  Commonwealth.     That  they  mould  be    - 
'  Speakers  of  Truth,  and  not  Flatterers ;  firm  and 

*  not  wavering  in  their  Councils,  and  neither  co- 
'  vetous  nor  ambitious.' 

To  the  fecond  Part  of  his  Text,  which  was, 
Erudimini  qui  judicatis  Terram,  which  concerns 
Judges,  and  all  other  Officers  in  the  Adminiftration 
of  Juftice,  he  faid.  '  That  it  behoved  them  to  judge 
'  righteoufly,  without  Dread  or  Fear  of  any  Man  ; 

*  for,    by  Fear,  the  Courfe  of  Juftice  hath  been 

*  oftentimes  hindered  and  perverted.     The  princi- 

*  pal  Caufe  of  which  Fear,  is,  the  Want  of  Love 
'  for  Juftice  ;  he  exhorted  them,  therefore,  that 
c  they  all  fhould  endeavour  to  cherifh  that  Love  j 
'  according  to  the  Saying  of  Solomon,  Love  ye 
'  Juftice.     He  told  them,  that  Juftice  ought  to  be 

*  highly  refpe£led  by  all,  for  many  Reafons.     As 

*  well  becaufe  the  Wife  Men  of  old  did  fo,  as  for 

*  its  Neceflity  and  Ufefulnefs  in  Life,  in  the  Prefer- 
'  vation  of  Property.  And,  as  well,  becaufe  God 
'  loved  Juftice,  as  it  is  written,  Righteous  is  the 
'  Lord  and  he  loveth  Juftice  ;  as  becaufe  the  Lo- 
'  vers  of  Juftice  fhall  be  blefled  of  the  Lord  ;  for, 
'  in  the  Gofpel,  it  is  faid,  BkJJ'ed  are  they  that  hun- 

*  ger  and  thirft  after  Righteoufnefs,  and  that  fuffer 
'  Perfecution  for  it.  Finally,  he  exhorted  them, 
'  diligently  to  obferve  the  aboveiaid  Inftiudions, 
'  and  that  what  wanted  Reformation  in  the  State 
'  he  hoped  would  be  amended  in  this  prefent  Par- 

*  liament ;  which,  if  it  was  done,  would  be  plea f- 
'  ing  to  God,  give  Honour  to  the  King,  and  abun- 
4  dant  Peace  and  Tranquility  to  the  whole  King- 
'  dom.     £0>uodDeus  concedat.     Amen?  {a) 

Vol.  IN.  B  The 

(a)  This    whole  elaborate  Speech  of  the   Prelate's,  feemt    to   be 
•omprifed  in  one  Line  of  the  Poet  ; 

Difcite  Juftitiam,   M*viti,  it  n»*  temnirt  Dives. 
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KingHcnryViu  The  Chancellor  having  recommended  it  to  the 
Commons  to  chufe  a  Speaker,  and  the  Receivers 
and  1 ryeis of  Petitions  being  appointed,  the  next 
Tho.  Neville  ^av  thev  Pre^ented  Thomas  Nevile,  Efq;  for  that 
Efq;'  choien'  OfhYe.  Whofe  Excuie  being  rejected,  with  the 
Speaker.  ufual  Proteftation,  he  was  al!ow'd     , 

Next  fellows,  in  the  Journal B  ok,  the Nrmes  of 
all  the  Biihops,  Abbots,  Priois  -nd  Lords,  then 
prefent,  in  the  Houfe,  to  the  Number,  in  all.  of 
ninety-one.  And  it  is  there  remarked  that  their 
Names  are  every  Day  let  down,  only  diftin;juifh- 
ing  thofe  that  are  prefent  that  Day,  with  a  p..r  Jcular 
Mark  of  the  Pen  againft  each  N  me. 

On  the  6ih  Day  of  this  SeflLn,  Feb.  10,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  attended  by  the  Aichbifhop  of 
7ork,  the  Bifhops  of  lVincbef.tr  and  Durham,  the 
Earl  of  Surrey  Lord  Treafurer,  the  Earl  of  IVor- 
cefter,  with  other  Peers,  went  down  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  where  the  Ch  ncellor  declared  the 
more  particular  Caufes  of  the  Calling  this  Parlia- 
ment. 

He  firft  acquainted  them,    *  That  the  Money 

*  granted  to  the  King,  by  the  la  ft  Parliament,  was 
'  not  yet  fully  received  ;  and  that  it  had  been 
4  thought  neceflary  to  collect  the  Poll-lax,  he 
'  fuppoied,  not  from  the  poor  nnd  needy,  but  from 
'  the  rich,  and  thofe  who  were  able  to  pay  it.'  To 
this  he  added,   '  That  the  Scotch  had  lately,  at  feve- 

*  ral  limes,  done  great  Injuries  to  the  King's  Sub- 

*  jeefs,  both  hy  Land  and  Sea,  and  were  daily  me- 
'  dilating  more.  By  which  Attempts,  his  Majefty, 
'  being  iufficiently   provoked,     had    deter  mined    to 

*  declare  War  againft  them.     Therefore,  the  Chan- 

*  cellor  exhc  rted  the  Commons,  diligently  to  con- 
'  fider  thefe  Things,  and  the  King's  neceflary  Ex- 
'  pences  on  that  Occafion.' 

On  the  14th  of  the  fame  Month,  a  Committee 
of  the  Lords,  confiding  of  the  Lord  Trealurtr,  the 
Earls  of  Shrewsbury,  Derby,  Wiltflrire,  Surrey  j 
the  Lt>rds  Fitz-lValter,  Bergavenny,  PVilhughby, 
and  Cobham,  were  appointed  to  meet  certain  of  the 
Lower  Houfe,  in  order  to  confult  together  on  the 
prefent  State  of  Affairs. 

The 
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The  next  Day  a  Conteft  arofe  in  the  Houfe  of  KingHenryVin. 
Lords,  concerning  the  Super-eminence  of  Seats  in 
Parliament.  Thomas  Earl  of  Surrey  claimed  the 
firft  Place  amongft  the  Earls,  both  in  and  out  of  Par- 
liament, as  being  the  eldeft  Son  and  Heir  to  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk.  On  this  Occafion,  Garter, 
King  at  Arms,  was  fent  for  before  the  Lords,  who 
{hewed  his  Book  of  the  Arms  and  Families  of  the 
antient  Nobility  and  other  Peers  of  this  Kingdom. 
But  faid,  that  as  concerning  the  Superiority  of  Seats 
in  Parliament  he  could  not  determine.  Whereupon 
the  Lord  Chancellor  deferred  the  Decifion  of  this 
Queftion  to  Saturday  following. 

And,  on  that  Day,  there  having  nothing  mate- 
rial happen'd  between,  the  Lord  Chancellor  declar'd 
and  decreed,  on  the  Queftion  abovelaid,  *  That  the 

*  Earl   of  Surrey,  with  much   Humility  and  Dif- 

*  cretion,  had  agreed  to  content  himfelf  with  his 

*  Place  in  Parliament,  according  to  his  Creation  and 
'  not  Dignity.  Provided,  always,  that  his  Place 
■  of   Honour  and   Dignity,     out    of    Parliament, 

*  fhould  be  referv'd  to  him.     And,  that  if  hereafter 

*  any  ancient  Records  fhould  be  found,  in  the  Tower 

*  of  London,  or  elfewhere,  proving  the  faid  pre- 
4  eminent  Place  in  Parliament  to  belong  to  the  faid 

*  Earl,  that  then  the  faid  Seat  fhould  be  reftored  unto 

*  him,  notwithftanding  this  prelent  Decree  again  ft 
«it.'(*j. 

In  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Proceedings  of  this 
Parliament,  we  meet  with  nothing  worth  Notice, 
except  that  Tonnage  and  Poundage -was  granted,  and  a 
Subfidy,  but  not  mentioned  how  much  it  was.  They  A  Subfid 
fat  until  the  5th  Day  of  April,  when  we  find,  by  the 
Journal-Book,  that  they  were  prorogued  to  the  12th 
Day  of  November  following.  The  moft  remarka- 
ble Statutes  that  were  made  at  this  Seflion,  are  drawn 
up  by  Lord  Herbert  in  this  Manner  : 

B  2  *  I 

(b)  By  a  Note  in  the  Journal  Book  it  appears,  that  this  Ear]  of 
Surrey  took  Place,  on  the  firft  Day  of  this  Parliament,  as  fourth  Earl, 
next  after  the  Earl  of  Northumberland.  But  now  he  was  put  down 
to  thehft  but  one,  vix.  the  Earl  of  rForcrftr ;  and  coutinu'J  fo  ev«r 
after,  till  he  wai  Duke  of  Ntrftlk. 


KingHenryVIII. 
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I  (hall  fet  down  the  Laws  enafted  in  this  Parlia- 
ment, where  I  find  one  of  their  chief  Cares  was,  to 
put  into  better  Order  the  former  Laws  concerning 
Apparel ;  which  yet  was  not  fo  well  digefted,  but 
A£fc  pafs'd.  that  the  Year  following,  even  the  Law  itielf  chang- 
ed Fafhion.  Howfoever,  that  of  Archery,  made 
before,  was  not  only  confirmed,  but  made  perpe- 
tual ;  fo  that,  not  with  (landing  the  Ufe  of  Calec  vers, 
or  Hand-Guns,  for  Mufkets  were  not  yet  known, 
it  was  thought  fit  to  continue  the  Bow.  Wherein  I 
cannot  but  commend  the  Conftancy,  if  not  Wifdom, 
of  thole  Times  ;  it  being  certain,  that,  when  he 
that  carries  the  Caleever  goesunarm'd,  the  Arrow 
will  have  the  fame  EfFedt  within  its  Difhnce  that 
the  Bullet,  and  can,  again,  for  one  Shot  return 
two.  Befides,  as  they  ufed  their  Haiherts  vnh  the 
Bow,  they  could  fall  to  Execution  on  the  Enemy 
with  great  Advantage.  I  cannot  deny  yet,  but 
againft  the  Pike  they  were  of  lei's  Force  than  the 
Caletvers.  Therefore,  I  believe,  the  Meaning  of 
thefe  Times  was,  to  command  it  as  anExeicife  to 
the  Common  People,  and  for  the  reft  leierve  it  for 
thofe  Occafions,  where  they  might  beof  ufe.  How- 
foever,  Hand- Guns  and  Crofs-  Bows  were  forbidden, 
under  certain  Penalties,  to  all  Men  that  had  lef« 
than  five  hundred  Marks  per  Annum  (c).  The  Wa- 
ges for  Artificers  was  alfo  fettled,  and  the  Price  of 
Watermen.  A  Penalty  alfo  was  impofed  on  thofe 
who  changed  Tillage  into  Pafture.  And  very  good 
Order  taken  concerning  Deceit  in  Cloth,  as  being 
the  only  Caufe  they  had  not  lb  good  Vent  abroad. 
The  Commiffion  of  Sewers  extending  to  the  mak- 
ing up  of  the  Sea- Walls,  cffV.  in  England,  the 
Marches  of  Calais,  Guijnes,  and  llames,  begun 
6  Hen.  VI.  and  continu'd  4  Hen.  VII.  for  twenty- 
five  Years,  being  now  upon  Expiration,  was  conti- 
nu'd alio  for  ten  Years  more.  It  was  commanded 
alfo,  that  the  River  of  Canterbury  fhould  be  deep- 
ned.  It  was  provided  alfo,  that  Wool  fhould  not 
be  carry \i  beyond  Sea;  which  was  to  the  Benefit  of 

the 

(c)  The  Statute  fays  ccc  Marks  per  Annum. 

Jn.b,  [ItH.Vlll.Csp.  II 
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the  Clothiers  (d).     No  fecond  Letters  Patents  alfo  KingHenry viil 
might  be  taken,  without  mentioning  the  firft  ;  which 
was    very  equal  both  for  the  King  and  Subject. 
And  becaufe  divers  now,  being  weary  with  fitting 
fo  long  in  Parliament,  did  depart  home   without 
Licence,  they  only  remaining  who  factioufly  com- 
bined themfelves,  with  Intention  to  gain  the  major 
Part  of  Voices  in  any  Thing  they  defired  to  obtain, 
it  was  ordered  they  mould  lofe  their  Wages,   if 
they  went  without  the  Leave  of  the  Speaker  and  0rde"  ™htm?- '•, 
Common- Houfe,  to  be  enter'd  in  the  Book  of  the  the  commons! 
Clerk  of  Parliament.' 

Thefe  Wages  have  been  fo  often  mentioned  in 
this  Work,  that  it  may  be  proper  here  to  give  fome 
Account  of  them  ;  efpecially,  fince  now  they  are 
grown  fo  obiblete,  and  the  Cuftom  fo  varied,  that 
moil  of  our  prefent  Members  pay  for  their  Places  in 
the  Houfe,  in  (lead  of  being  paid  by  their  Conititu- 
ents,  for  their  Trouble.  The  Wages  were  levy'd 
by  the  Sheriffs,  and  the  molt  ancient  Writs  for 
Knights  Wages,  extant,  are  the  28ih,  29th,  and 
32dof  Edward  I.  (e)  The  firft  Stature  concerning 
them  is  of  the  12  h  of  Richardll.  viz.  That  the 
levying  of  the  Knight's  Expences  /hall  be,  as  hath  been 
ufed  before  this  Time.  The  Wages  in  the  Time  of 
Edward  IV.  were  four  Shillings  a  Day  for  Knights 
of  the  Shire,  and  two  Shillings,  at  lcaft,  for  Bur- 
gefl'es  ;  befides  the  Charges  of  going  and  coming, 
Fees  for  Writs,  &c.  (/). 

B  3  Nothing 

(d)  This  Aft  has  been  often  revived,  by  Reafon  of  its  great  Im- 
portance j  and  yet,  even  now,  an  erredtual  Means  is  wanting  to  pre- 
vent the  clandestine  Exportation  of  Wool. 

(e)  See  Vol.  I.  fajfim. 

(_/")  Ult.  Die  Sept,  An.  z.  Edw.  Quarti,  it  was  ordained  and  agreed, 
by  the  AflTent  of  the  Council  of  the  City  of  York,  *  That  for  ais  niykel 
'  as  n^we  late  fome  Aldermen  being  of  the  Parliaments  in  Time  paf- 
*  fed  have  gone  to  Borde,  wheras  thay  have  at  all  Time  before  h  ilden 
'  Houfe  for  the  Worfliip  of  the  Cite,  that  fro'  hencefurth  what  Al- 
'  dermen  foever  Ihall  go  to  Parliament,  and  will  hold  Houfe,  /hall 
'  have  for  his  Coftes  daily  i-.iis.  and  if  he  go  to  Borde  he  mall  have 
'  but  iis.  upon  the  Day  and  nonwre  fro'  noweforth.' 

Drake'*  Ant.  of  York,  p.  357.  N.  5. 

The  laft  Perfon  that  received  thefe  Wages  was  Andrew  Marvel, 
JKijj  Member  for  the  Town  of  Hull,     He  died  in  Queen  Anne's  Time. 
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KingHenryViil.  Nothing  having  happen'd  in  the  Government 
worth  Notice,  we  (hall  proceed  to  the  next  Seflion 
of  this  Parliament,  which  met  according  to  Proro- 
AnnoRe|m7,  gation,  on  the  i2thDayof  November,  in  the  7th 
At  Weftmi'nfter.  Year  of  this  King.  After  a  Lift  of  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal  aflembled  at  that  Time,  and, 
as  ufual,  feveral  Proxies  allow'd  for  abfent  Lords, 
the  Journal-Booh  only  informs  us,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  a  Speech,  adjourned  the  Houfe  till 
the  next  Day. 

The  firft  Thing  we  find  worth  Notice  was,  that, 
Nov.  15  th,  two  Bills  were  brought  into  the  Upper 
Houfe  by  the  King's  Solicitor  ;  one  concerning 
Confpiracies,  and  the  other  relating  to  what  Ser- 
vice was  due  to  the  King,  in  his  Wars,  by  thofe 
who  held  Lands,  in  Fee,  or  Annuities,  from  the 
Crown.  But,  tho'  it  appears  by  the  Journal,  that 
the  latter  of  thefe  was  read  three  Times  by  the 
Lords,  palled,  and  fent  down  to  the  Commons, 
yet,  it  is  probable  they  were  both  thrown  out  there  j 
for  we  do  not  find  that  either  of  them,  by  the  print- 
ed Books,  were  pafs'd  into  Statutes. 

On  the  17th  Day  of  thisSeffion,  Nov.  28,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Parliament  was  commanded  by  the 
Lord  Cardinal,  and  other  Lords,  that  he  would 
annex  to  the  Act  of  Refumption,  a  certain  Provi- 
fion,  then  brought  and  figned  with  the  King's  own 
Hand,  for  George  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  ;  and  that  he 
fhould  enter  the  fame  on  the  Rolls  of  Parliament. 
There  was  no  Ad  of  Refumption  palled  into  a  Law 
this  Parliament,  that  we  can  find  ;  and  this  is  only 
mentioned,  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  Time  that  theName 
of  the  famous  Cardinal  iVolfey  has  occurred  in 
thele  Inquiries  ;  of  whom  much  more  will  be  faid 
in  the  Sequel. 

No  Matters  of  any  Confequence  happen'd 
till  the  39th  Day  of  their  fitting,  Dec.  20,  when  a 
Bill  was  brought  into  the  Lords  Houfe,  figned 
with  the  King's  own  Hand,  concerning  the  Lady 
Mary.,  as  me  is  there  called.  Dowager  of  France, 
.the  King's  Sifter,  relating  to  her  Jointure,  and 
which  had  palled  the  Commons.     This  Bill  was 

read 
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read  bv  the  Lords  three  Times  in  one  Day  and  af-KingHemyViii. 
iented  to  ;  bui  o'  whit  mrther  Concern  it  was, 
nerherHiliory  nor  the  Statute  Books  infotm  us.  The 
King.*s  two  Sifters,  Margaret  and.  ih\s  Alary,  who 
had  been  married  ro  the  kings  of  Scotland  dud  France, 
had  each  of  them  loft  a  Husband.  But  loon  got 
the  r  Loft  repair'd,  by  marrying  themfelves  very 
fo  ;  fcftei  ;  the  former  to  Archibald  Doug lafs  Earl 
of  J'.gus;  and  May  to  Cbar/es  Brandon  Duke  of 
Sufo-'k.  This  iaft  Pnncefs  mull  have  been  an  im- 
m.cnle  Fortune  to  the  Duke  j  for  Lord  Herbert  (g) 
aflures  u?,  th  it  fhe  brought  with  her  into  England, 
in  Jf'vels,  Plate,  and  Tapeftry,  to  the  Value  of 
200,000  C.nwns,  befides  a  Jointure  of  60,000 
Crowns  yearly  ;  for  the  Payment  of  which  the 
aboveiaid  Provifion  was,  probably,  made  by  Parlia- 
ment. 

Another //*/«,  in  the  Journal  of  this  Day  is,  alfo, 
fomewhat  remarkable,  viz.    *  That  it  being  Thurf- 

*  day  in  the  Afternoon,  and  the  Vigil  of   St  Thomas 
'  the  Apoftle,  it  was  ordered,    That   every  Lord 

*  who  was  at  that  Time  abfent  mould   pay  ten 
«  Pounds.' 

The  next  Day,  it  is  faid  that  a  Bill  was  brought  in- 
to the  Houfe  of  Lords,  concerning  a  Subfidy  to  be 
granted  to  the  King  ;  that  it  was  read  the  firft  Time, 
and  then  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  Commons  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor.  But,  what  this  Subfidy  was, 
or  whether  it  pals'd  the  Lower  Houfe  or  not,  is  un- 
certain. 

On  the  2 2d  of  December,  a  Bill  for  a  general  An  Aft  for  a 
Pardon  from  ;he  K  ng,  was  pafs'd,  with  nine  Ex-  general  Pardon, 
ceptions  conuin'd  in  it.  And,  the  fame  Day,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  fent  for  the  Commons  into  the 
Houfe  of  Lotds  ;  and,  after  giving  them  Thanks 
for  their  ipeeuy  and  hearty  Ddpatch  of  Bufinek  for 
the  publkk  Good,  he  exhorted  both  Lords  and 
Commons  to  take  Cr.re,  that  the  Laws  and  Statutes, 
inthis  Cafe  provided,  be  well  and  regularly  kept  and 
obferved,  in  the  fevcral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  where 

they 

(jj)  Lord  Herbert,  p.  22,  23. 
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KingHemyViii.^y  dwelt.     And  then,  by  the  King's  Command, 
diflblved  this  Parliament. 

This  is  the  whole  of  what  we  think  is  material 
enough  to  extradt  from  the  Journal,  relating  to  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Parliament.  Except  one  Thing 
more,  and  which  is  put  down  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  Journal,  when  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  prefented  to  the  King  ;  but  is  what 
may  be  better  poftponed  to  the  End  of  it.  It  con- 
tains a  very  high  Chaiader  of  Ihcmas  Nevlle,  Efq; 
who  is  here  faid  to  be  Brother  to  the  Lord  Berga- 
venny,  and  was  chofen  Speaker  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  This  Gentleman  is  much  commended 
for  his  difcreet,  diligent,  and  prudent  Management 
of  his  Office.  Infomuch,  that  the  King  thought 
proper,  in  full  Parliament,  to  honour  him  with  the 
Eniigns  and  Dignity  of  a  Knight  of  the  Garter. 
An  Honour,  adds  the  Record,  which  was  never 
conferred,  in  this  Manner,  in  any  former  Age,  on 
any  Man  whatfoever  (b). 

The  moft  remarkable  Acts  palled  in  this  Seflion 
of  Parliament  were  thefe  ;  c  An  .Act  to  prevent 
Aftspafs'd.  Tillage  from  being  turn'd  into  Pafture.  A  Re- 
peal of  Licences  granted  to  Strangers,  for  bring- 
ing in  of  Gafcoign,  or  Guienne  Wines,  or  Thou- 
loufe  Woad  ;  which  added  much  to  the  Increafe 
of  cur  own  Shipping.  A  Time  was  ftated, 
without  which  all  Motions,  Bills,  Suits,  Indict- 
ments, or  Informations  popular,  fhall  be  fued, 
either  for  the  Kim:  or  Party.  And  this  fettled  a 
great  deal  of  Quietnefs.  '1  he  Act  concerning  La- 
bourers Wages,  made  in  the  Year  pieceeding, 
was  alfo  repealed  ;  becauie  it  concern'd  certain 
Labcuters  in  London  (i). 

It  was  full  feven  Years  after  the  Diflblution  of 
the  laft,  be'bre  another  Parliament  was  called  ;  the 
G  vcrnment,  we  may  well  iuppofe,  not  wanting 
Afliitance  from  that  collective  Body,  during  all  this 
Time.  The  Dock  of  printed  Statutes  and  Dugdale's 

Summons 

(!)  2<ttod  Nemlm  MortaUum,  per  ulla  ante  Secula,  eontigijfe  aw 
iivtmut. 

(;'J  Lord  Htrbert,  p.  24.     Statutes  at  La'g>,  7  Hen.  VIII. 
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Summons  to  Parliament,  both  inform  us,  that  it  was  KingHemyVllL 

not  till  the  14th Year  of  this  King,  that  a  Parliament 

was  apin  fummon'd,  to  meet  at  the  Black  Fryers 

in  London,  on  the  15  th  Day  of  April.    But  there  is 

a  much  greater  Hiatus  in  the  Journal-Book  of  the 

Lords  ;    for  on  a  backfide  Page  of  it  is  wrote, 

'  That  from  this  Book,  which  endeth  in  the  7th  of 

*  Henry  VIII.  there,  is  no  Book  extant,  amongft 
'  the  Records,  until  the  25  th  Year  of  this  King; 
'  nor  any  Journal-Book  remaining  in  the  Cuftody  of 
'  the  Clerk  of  Parliament/  So  that  we  are  entirely 
left  in  the  Dark,  as  to  this  Teftimony,  for  that 
Time. 

But  we  muft  not  omit  a  remarkable  PafTage  in- 
ferred in  the  Journal-Book,  at  the  Conclusion  of 
the  laft  Parliament,  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  Hint,  or 
Step,  taken  towards  the  enfuing  Reformation,  which 
we  have  yet  met  with,  and  is  to  this  Purport. 
f  This  Parliament  was  diflblved  and  ended  on  the 
4  2 2d  Day  of  December,  15 15.  John  Taylor, 
1  Doctor  of  Laws  (k),  being  Clerk  of  this  Parlia- 
1  ment,  and  at  the  fame  Time,  which  feldom  hap- 
'  pens,  Prolocutor  to  the  lower  Houfe  of  Con vo- 
c  cation.  Several  dangerous  Seditions  now  arofe, 
'  both  in  the  Parliament  and  Convocation,  between 
'  the  Eccleilaftical  and  Secular  Powers,  about 
4  Church  Liberties  ;  a  certain  Fryer- Minor,  called 
'  Standijh,  being  the  principal  Contriver  and  Infti- 

*  gator  of  all  thefe  Mifchiefs  (I).' 

During  this  long  Interval,  Henry  feems  to  be 
learning  how  to  live  without  Parliaments :  And, 

trufting 

(k)  He  is  call'd  in  the  Record  Juris  Pontificii  DoEior. 

(/)  <$uodatn  Fratre  Minore,  Nomine  Standifh,  omnium  Malorum 
Minifire  ac  Stin:ulatore. 

This  Man's  Name  was  Henry  Standijh,  Doftor  of  Divinity,  War- 
den of  the  Fryers  Mendicants  in  London,  and  one  of  the  King's  Spi- 
ritual Council.  He  oppofed  the  whole  Body  of  the  Clergy  in  a  long 
Difpute  on  this  Queftion ,  '  Whether  the  trying  of  Clerks  in  Criminal 
'  Caufes  before  Temporal  Judges,  be  direftly  contrary  to  the  Law  of 
'  God,  and  the  Liberties  of  Koly  Church  ?  See  the  whole  Proceeding 
in  CoMcr's  Ecclejiaftical Hijlory,  Vol.2,  p.  4.  &c.  And  in  Grove' t 
Life  of  Cardinal  Wolfey,  8vo.  Lond.   1743.  Vol.  2.  p.  320,  &c. 

This  JobnTaylor,  who  has  added  this  Note  in  the  Journals,  fome- 
what  malicioufly,  was  one  of  his  Opponents  in  the  Difpute. 


f 
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KiBgHtnryvm.  trufting  all  to  the  Management  of  his  Prime!  Mini- 
ifer,  Cardinal  lVo1[eyi  he  pafled  his  Time  in  a  pro- 
found Peace  ;  indulging  himfelf  more  in  fenfual 
Delights  than  was  confntent  with  Councils  and 
State  Intrigues.  Not  regarding  the  old  Maxim, 
Non  bene  converiunt,  nee  in- una  Sede  morantur, 

Majeftaset  Amor, 

About  the  Year  1520,  Martin  Lather,  a  Fryer 
Eremite,  firft  be^;an  his  Attacks  upon  the  Papal 
Power,  againft  whom  our  Kir.g  Henry  enrer'd  the 
Lifts ;  and  wrote  a  learned  Treatife  in  Defe;  ce  of 
Th'K'ng  wr!t5*  that  Auhority,  which  he  afterwards  though!  ne- 
Luther.  a81"  ceflary  to  extirpate  out  of  England.  The  Holy 
Father  was  not  backward  in  recompc  cing  10  extra- 
ordinary a  Champion  for  the  Ronton  See  ;  but  be- 
ftowed  the  Title  of  Fidei  Defensor  on  he 
King  ;  which  neither  the  Pope  nor  his  Succeflbrs 
could  to  this  Day  abrogate,  from  the  Crown  of 
England,  rotwithftar.ding  theSchifm,  and  the  ma- 
ny Papal  BuMs  denounced  for  that  Purpole. 

Lord  Herbert  obferves,  That,  duiirg  this  Time, 
Arbitrary  Means  f°me  unprecedented  Ways  haabeen  made  Ufe  of  to 
©f  rtifing Money  raife  Money  on  the  Subject.     Orders  were  fent  to 
during  an  inter-  %\\    lne  Sheriffs,    to    fend  Lifts  of  every  Pcrfon's 
SthouTSnTJ  Barnes,  above  fixteen  Years  of  Age  3  with  an  ex- 
Parliament,        act.  Account   of  what   each    was  worth  in  Land, 
Stock,  Moveables,  and  Money.     Th;s  was  no  lefs 
than  a    general   Survey   of  the  whole  Kingdom  ; 
agreeable  to  what  was  formerly  done  by  William  the 
Conqueror  (w).     A  genera!  Loan  fucceede  U  of  one 
Tenth  from  Laymen,  and  a  Fourth  from  the  Clergy, 
according  to  the  true  Value  of  their  Fftatts  ;  befides 
borrowing    20.000/.    from   the  City  of    London. 
This  general  Loan  gave  great  Difcontenr  to  the 
whole  Kingdom  ;  and  every  one  blamed  the  Cardi- 
nal as  the  Author    of  it.     And   he  judging,    that 
if  nifed     with   Rigour,    like  a   Tax    impofed  by 
Parliament,  it  might  ftr  up  a  Commotion  not  eafy 
to  be  leitled,  gave  Orders  to  levy  it  lo  gently,  that 
it  caufed  2  ^reat  Mifcount  in  his  Calculation.    Find- 
ing, therefore,  this  Method  to  fail  ;    or,  at   le^ft, 

having' 

{ m)  Sec  the  Note  (8)  in  TinifaPs  Notes  en  Rafm,  Fol.  Ed.  />.  75» 
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having  refolvM  to  determine  it  in  Parliament,  theKingMflHyvn*' 

King  fummon'd  one  to  meet,  on  the  15th  of  April, 

1523,  at  the  Black  Fryers  (n),    in  London.     The 

Cardinal  Minifter  alfo  having  greatly  embarrafs'd 

the  Englijh  Affairs,    at    that  Time,     both  with 

France  and  Scotland,  there  feemed  a  Neceflity  to 

declare  War  againft  one  or  both  thefe  Powers. 

At  the  Time  appointed,  April  15th,    J.  Stowt  . 

writes,  That  the  King  being  feated  on  the  Throne  A"ao  f5^#l  ** 
in  the  Parliament  Chamber  ;  at  his  Feet,  on  the  At  Lo«d<m. 
Right  Side,  fat  the  Cardinal  of  Tork  and  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  ;  and  at  the  Rail  behind,  flood 
Dr  Tunfial,  Bifhop  of  London,  who  made  an  elo- 
quent Oration  to  the  Parliament,  on  the  Office  of 
a  King,  to  this  Effedt  (0). 

He  fir  ft  faid,  'That  a  King  mint  be  a  Man  of 
Judgment,  according  to  the  Saying  of  the  Pro-  The  j^  chjUM 
phet  David,  Deus  Judicium  Regi  da,  &c.  And  ceUor's  Spwch*  * 
that  he  muft  alfo  be  a  Man  of  great  Learning,  ac- 
cording to  this  Text,  Erudimini  qui  judicatis 
Terram.  According  to  this  Saying  of  the  Pro- 
phet, he  added,  that  God  had  fent  them  a  Prince 
of  great  Judgment,  great  Learning,  and  great 
Experience  j  who,  according  to  his  princely  Duty, 
forgot  not  to  ftudy  how  to  put  forward  every 
Thing  that  might  be  profitable  to  his  People  and 
Realm.  Left  this  Saying  of  Seneca  might  be  laid 
to  his  Charge,  Es  Rex,  et  non  habes  Tempus  effe 
Rex  ?  Art  thou  a  King,  and  hajl  not  Time  to  be 
a  King  ?  Which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  Art  thou  a 
King,  and  doft  nothing  profitable  to  thy  People  ? 
Art  thou  a  King,  and  wilt  not  provide  a  Remedy 
for  the  Difeafes  of  the  Commonwealth  ?  For 
this  Caufe,  adds  the  Orator,  the  King  hath  call'd 
this  Parliament,  both  for  remedying  the  Mifchiefs 
that  are  in  the  Common  Law,  as  Recoveries, 
Foreign  Vouchers,  corrupt  Trials ;  as  alfo,  for 
making  and  ordering  new  Statutes,  which  may  be 
to  the  great  Advantage  of  the  Commonwealth. 

«  Laftly, 

(»)  Apud  Fratres  Pradicatores,    London. 

Dugdale'j  Summons  to  Parliament,  An.  14.  fltn,  VIH. 
(#)  Hollinglhead'j  Cbron,  p.  876.    Stowe'i  Cbrtn.  p.  519. 
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King  Henry viil  *  Laftly,  he  willed  the  Commons  to  repair  f 
'  their  own  Houfe,  to  elect  a  Speaker  ;  and  certify  it 
'  to  the    Lord  Chancellor,  who   wou'd   acquaint 

*  them  when  his  Mcjefty  v/ould  have  him  pielent- 

*  ed  before  him/ 

Accordingly,  the  Commons  chofe  for  their 
Sir  T.  More  e- Speaker,  Sir  Thomas  Mo<e,  Knt.  who  being  pre- 
Itded  Speaker,  fen  ted  for  that  Purpofe,  pleaded  his  Difabilities,  as 
ufual  ;  and  in  his  Speech  brought  in  a  Story  of 
Phorm'Wy  the  Philofopher,  who  defired  Hannihai  to 
come  to  his  Lectures,  which  when  he  confented  to 
and  came,  Phormio  began  to  read  De  Re  m':litarj9 
of  Chivalry  ;  that  as  foonas  Hanibal  heard  this,  he 
calPd  the  Philofopher  an  arrogant  Fool,  to  p-efume 
to  teach  him,  who  was  already  Matter  of  Chivalry 
and  all  the  Arts  of  War,  '  So,  fays  Sir  Thomas^  if 
'  I  mould  prefume  to  fpoak,  before  his  Majefty, 
'  of    Learning,     and    the   Well  ordering  of  the 

*  Government,  or  fuch  like  Matters,  the  King,  who 
'  is  fo  deeply  learned,  fuch  a  Mafter  of  Pru.icnce 
1  and  Experience,  might  fay  to  me  as  Hunibal  to 

*  Phormio.'  Wherefore,  he  humbly  bei'ought  his 
Majefty,  to  order  the  Commons  to  chufe  another 
Speaker. 

To  this  Piece  of  ancient,  and  flill  affected,  Mo- 
defty,  in  the  Speaker,  the  Cardinal,  as  Chancellor, 
replied,  '  That  his  Majefty,  by  long  Experience  of 

*  his  Service,  was  well  acquainted   with  his  Wit, 

*  Learning,  and  Difcretion  ;  and  that  therefore  he 
'  thought  the  Commons  had  chofe   the  fi'teft  Per- 

*  fon  of  them  all  to  be  their  Speaker.'  Who  then 
made  the  ufual  Protection  and  was  admitted. 

Tho'  it  is  faid,  in  the  Declaration,  at  the  Open- 
ing of  this  Seffion,  that  the  amending  the  old  Laws 
and  making  new  one?,  was  the  only  Occafion  of 
the  Summons  ;  yet  Hiftory  informs-  us,  that  the 
Neceflities  of  the  State,  for  Money,  was  the  real 
Motive  for  calling  this  Parliament. 

In  making  this  Demand,  the  Cardinal  thought 
proper  that  the  Spirituality  mould  lead  the  Van, 
in  granting  the  Sublidy.  Accordingly,  the  Bifhopa 
and  Clergy,    with  ibme   little  Opposition,    taxed 

themfelves 
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themselves  to  the  one  Half  of  their  Revenues  fpiri-  King  Henry rm, 
tual,  to  be  pxld  in  five  Years  following. 

After  this,  the  Minifter  fearing  fome  Oppofition 
to  his  Demands  in  the  Hcufe  of  Commons,  prqpofed 
to  go  there  himfelf,  and  give  his  Reafons  why  the  Cardinal  Wo%, 
Subiidy  fhould  be  granted.     We  are  told,  rhat  this  Prime  Minifter, 
new  Way  of  making  a  Demand  was  much  debated  ^ect0  theH"u»e 
in  the  H<  ufe  ;  And,  if  they  did  admit  the  Cardinal,  haften  thTsupl 
■whether  it  mould  be  with  a  few  Followers  only,  or  ply. 
wi  h  his  whole  Train.     The  Majority  was  for  the 
former,   but  the  Speaker,  Sir   Thomas  More,  gave 
his  Opinion  on  the  Queftion   in   thefe  Words  (p)t 
'  Maifters,  for  as  much  as  my  Lord  Cardinal,  late-       k 

*  ly,  as  yee  woete  well,  layde  to   our  Charge  the 

*  Lightnefs  of  our  Toungs,  for  Thinges  uttered    - 

*  OU' of  this  Houfe,  it  mould  not  in  my  Minde  be 
'  amiffr  to  receave  him  with  all  his  Pompe;  with 
'  his  Maces,  h  s  Pillars,  his  Pole*  Axes,  his  Crofs, 
'  his  Hatte,  and  the  gteat  Seale  too  ;  to  the  Intent, 
'  that  if  he  finde  the  like  Faulte  with  us  then,  we 
'  may  lay  the  Blame  upon  thofe  wheme  his  Grace 
'  bringeth  with  him.'  This  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  Cardinal  in  the  Manner  afor.faid,  went  into 
the  Houfe,  and  there  in  a  long  and  eloquent  Ora* 
tion  to  them,  *  He  charged  Francis  the  French 
'  King    with   Breach   of  Faith,    in  falfifying  the 

*  League  fworn  to  for  the  general  Peace  of  Chriften- 

*  dom,  Befides  his  Neglect  of  the  ftipulated  Annu- 
'  ity  for  To^rnay,  and  fome  other  Matters.  Info- 
'  much,  that  the  King  could  do  no  other,  in  this 
'  publick  Caufe,  than  join  with  Charles  the  Empe- 

*  ror  in  a  War  againft  him.  That  the  Charge 
'  thereof  had  been  efl  invited,  and  amounted  to 
'  eight  hundred    thoufand  Pounds.     Therefore  he 

*  required,   that  the  abovefaki  Sum  fhould  be  raifed 

*  out  of  the  fifth  Part  of  every  Man's  Goods  and 

*  Lands,  to  be  paid  in  four  Years.' 

The  Author  of  the  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  More, 
tells  us,  that  the  Huuie  were  filent  to  this 
Demand,  contrary  to  the  Mimfter's  Expectation  ; 

and 

{p)  From   the  Life  of  Sic  Thomas  Mire,  by  his  Great  Orandfon 
Tiimas  Mere,  Efq.  L*ndtn)  %-ue.   lyzi.  p.  51. 
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KbgHenryVin.and  when  he  demanded  fome  reafonable  Anfwer, 
every  Member  held  his  Peace.  At  laft,  the  Speaker 
falling  on  his  Knees,  with  much  Reverence,  *  Ex- 
'  cufed  the  Silence  of  the  Houfe  ;    abafhed,  as   he 

*  faid,  at  the  Sight  of  fo  noble  a  Perfonage,  who 
'  was  able  to  amaze  the  wifeft  and  moft  learned 

*  Men  in  the  Realm.     But  with  many  probable 

*  Arguments  he  endeavoured  to  fhew  the  Cardinal, 

*  that  his  Manner  of  coming  thither  was  neither 
1  expedient,  nor  agreeable  to  the  ancientLibertics  of 
'  that  Houfe.'      And,    in  Conclufion,    told  him, 

*  That  except  all  the  Members  prefent  could  put 
c  their  feveral  Thoughts  into  his  Head,,  he,  alone, 

*  was  unable,  in  fo  weighty  a  Matter,  to  give  his 

*  Grace  a  fufficient  Anfwer.'  Whereupon,  adds 
our  Authority,  the  Cardinal,  difpleafed  with  the 
Speaker,  fuddenly  rofe  up  in  a  Rage  and  depart- 

ed  (?;. 

Our  Author  may  be  fufpecled  here  of  a  little  Par- 
tiality to  his  truly  great  Anceftor  j  fince,  we  are 
told  by  Lord  Herbert,  that  Sir  Thomas  did  tempo- 
rize fomewhat  with  the  Court  at  that  Time.  For, 
the  next  Day,  fays  the  noble  Hiftorian,  Sir  Thomas 
Debate  thereup-  More,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  enforced 
on.  the  Cardinal's  Arguments,  by  endeavouring  to  de- 

monftrate,  '  That  it  was  not  a  great  deal,  on  this 

*  Occafion,  to  pay  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound/ 
To  this  he  was  anfwer'd,  '  That  though  fome  Men 
'  were  well  monied,  yet,  in  general,  it  was  known, 

*  that  the  Fifth  Part  of  Men's  Goods  was  not  in 
'  Plate  or  Money ,  but  in  Stock  and  Cattle.     And, 

*  that  to  pay  away  all  their  Coin,  would  alter  the 
'  whole  Frame  and  Intercourfe  of  Things.     For,  if 

*  Tenants  come  to  pay  their  Landlords  in  Corn  and 
'  Cattle  only,  and  the  Landlords  again  could  not 
'  put  them  off  from  paying  thefe  Things  they  had 

*  no 

(a)  Afterwards,  in  the  Cardinal's  Gallery,  at  Whitehall,  the  Mi- 
nifter  faid  to  him,  '  I  would  to  God  you  had  been  at  Rome,  Sir  Tho- 
'  mas,  when  I  made  you  Speaker.     Your  Grace  not  offended,   fo  I 

*  would  too,  my  Lord,  replied  Sir  Thomas,  for  then  I  fhould  have 
4  ftcn  the  Place  I  long  have  defir'd  to  vifit,  &c. 

Sir  Thtr.as  Mtrt'%  Life,  p.  jz, 
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no  Need  of,  there  would  be  a  Stop  in  all  Traffick  KingHcnryVin. 
and  Meichandize,  and  conieq  -emly  the  Shipping 
ot  the  Nation  muft  decay  ;  and  the  Nation  iifelf, 
fur  Wan;  of  Money,  giow,  in  fome  Sort,  bar- 
barous and  ignoble.  They  were  deiir'd  to  conii- 
der,  that  the  king  had  already  got  of . hem,  by 
Way  of  Loan,  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  which 
amo.  nted  to  400,000 1,  and  now  to  have  four 
Shillings,  wovld  come  to,  in  the  whole, 
1,200,000/.  which  firft  and  laft  is  full  fix  Shil- 
lings in  the  Pound,  and  is  almoft  a  third  Part  of 
every  Man*s  Goods  ;  and  cannct  be  had,  in  Coin, 
in  the  whole  Kingdom  For  Proof  of  this,  it 
was  alleged,  that  iuppofing  15,000  Parifhes  in 
Eng!and,  and  each  Pariib  mould  pay  100  Marks, 
this  would  only  amount  to  1,500,000  Marks, 
which  is  but  1,000,000/.  And  how  many  Parifhes 
are  there  in  England,  out  of  Cities  and  Towns, 
one  with  another,  able  to  fpare  100  Marks  ?  It 
was  faid,  indeed,  that  there  were  no  lefs  than 
40,000  Parifh  Churches  in  England,  whereas  it 
may  be  proved  there  are  nor  13,000  Parifhes  ; 
then  reckon  that  the  whole  Sum  cannot  amount 
to  nncve  1  000,000/.  and  the  King  demanding 
800  000  /.  and  he,  after  this  Valuation,  having 
rcceiv  d  400,000  /.  therefore  it  was  judged  im- 
poffible  to  levy  the  Sum  demanded  ;  for  if  all  the 
Coin  mould  come  into  the  King's  Hands  how 
flioiild  Men  live  ?' 

To  theft  Arguments  it  was  reply'd  by  the  Cour- 
tiers, '  That  the  M  >ney  demanded  ou^ht  not  to 
be  accoun  ed  as  loft,  or  taken  away,  but  only  to 
be  transferred  into  others  Hands  of  their  Kindred 
or  Nation  ;  herein  therefore,  that  no  more  was 
done,  than  that  we  fee  ordinarily  in  Markets  ; 
where,  though  the  Money  change  Matters,  yet 
every  one  is  accommodated.  Howfoever,  that 
no  Man  ought  to  refuie  unto  him  that  fighteth  for 
the  Honour  and  Safety  of  his  Country,  io  much 
as  will  maintain  him,  fince  he  denies  it  not  even 
to  his  Labourer.  That  thofe  who  are  employ'd, 
muft  have  been  fed  when  they  ftaid  idle  at  Home, 

'  and 
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and  yet  that  they  ask'd  no  more  now,  to  give  the 
uttermoft  Proof  of  well-deferving  Patriots.  How- 
beit,  you  may  reply,  this  will  exhauft  the  Coin 
from  the  poorer  Sort ;  but,  to  avoid  this  Objecti- 
on, let  the  richer  go  themfelves.  Let  them 
fhew,  in  defending  their  Country,  that  they  me- 
rit the  better  and  greater  Parts  thereof.  Our 
King  will  not  deny  them  this  Honour.  Or, 
when  they  would  defire  to  be  exempt,  and  lay  the 
Burthen  and  Hazard  upon  others,  let  them  not 
grudge  yet  the  giving  fo  poor  a  Stipend,  as  fome 
of  their  Servants  at  Home  would  fcarcely  take 
to  Hand  bare-headed  to  them.  Neither  are  they 
to  value  themfelves  more  than  others,  becaufe 
they  have  larger  PoiTeffions,  unlefs  they  employ 
it  for  the  publick  Good  ;  fince,  in  ancient  Times, 
and  even  true  Reafon  of  State,  they  deferved  not 
fo  much,  who  tili'd  and  manur'd  a  Country, 
as  they  who  defended  it.  Nor  is  it  well  faid  of 
you,  when  you  objedt  that  this  will  carry  the  Mo- 
ney out  of  England,  and  leave  it  in  France  ;  for 
doth  it  not  carry  the  Men  too,  and  fo  in  Effect 
prove  but  the  fame  Expence  ?  Notwithstanding, 
if  you  be  fo  obftinate  as  to  believe  that  making 
War  in  a  Country  brings  Money  to  it,  do  but 
conceive  a  while,  that  the  French  had  invaded 
us  ;  would  the  Money  they  brought  over,  think 
you,  enrich  our  Country  ;  mould  any  of 
us  be  the  better  for  it?  Let  us  therefore  layafide 
thofe  poor  Scruples,  and  do  what  may  be  worthy 
the  Dignity  and  Honour  of  our  Nation.  When 
you  did  conceive  the  worft  that  can  fall  out,  you 
fhould  yet  eat  your  Beef  and  Mutton  here,  and 
wear  your  Country  Cloth  j  while  others,  upon  a 
fhort  Allowance,  fought  only  that  you  might 
enjoy  your  Families  and  Liberty.  But  I  fay  con- 
fidently you  need  not  fear  this  Penury  or  Scarce- 
nefs  of  Money  ;  the  Intercourfe  of  Things  being 
being  fo  eftablifh'd  throughout  the  whole  World, 
that  there  is  a  perpetual  Derivation  of  all  that  can 
be  neceflary  to  Mankind.  Thus  your  Commodi- 
ties will  ever  find  out  Money  ;    while,  not  to  go 

«  far. 
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*  Far,  I  (hall  produce   our  own  Merchants  only,  KingHenryVm. 
c  who,  let  me  allure  you,  will  be  always  as  glad  of 

4  your  Corn  and  Cattle,  as  you  can  be  of  any 
4  Thing  they  bring   you.      Let  us  therefore,  in 

*  God's  Name,  do  what  becomes  us  ;  and  for  the 

*  reft,  entertain  fo  good  an  Opinion  of  our  Sol- 
'  diers,  as  to  believe,  that  inftead  of  leaving  our 
'  Country  bare,  they  will  add  new  Provinces  to  it ; 

*  or,  at  leaft,  bring  rich  Spoils  and  Triumphs  home. 
'  At  laft,  afier  much  Debate  and  Contention,  it 

was  agreed  by  the  Commons,  that  every  Man  of  fi- 
liate of  20  /.  yearly  and  upwards,  mould  pay  two 
Shillings  in   the    Pound;    and  from  20 /.  a   Year**"™6™™*' 
downwurds  to  forty  Shillings,  one  Shilling   in  the 
Pound  ;  and  under  forty  Shillings,  every  Head  of 
fixteen  Years  old  or  more  fhould  pay  four  Pence,  in 
two  Years.     The  Cardinal  hearing  no  more  was  in- 
tended, feemed  much  troubled ;  and  therefore,  coming 
.  to  the  Lower  Hoi  fe  of  Parliament,  he  told  them, 
that  hie  defir'd  to  reafon  with  thole  who  oppos'd  his 
Demands ;  but  being  anfwer'd,  that  it  was  the  Or- 
der of  that  Hotife  to  hear,  and  not  to  reafon,  but 
amongft   themfelves,    the  Cardinal  departed.     Yet, 
by  the  liberal  Motion  of  fomeof  the  Lower  Houfe, 
thofe  of  50/.  Land  and  upwards,  were  induced  to 
give  one  Shilling  more,  being  three  Shillings  in  the 
Pound,  for  three  Years  to  come  ;  which  at  length 
being  continued  to  the  fourth  Year,    and  extended 
to   thofe  who  were  worth    five  Pound  in  Goods, 
Was  all  that  could  be  obtained.' 

We  have  chi-feto  g;ve  this  Account  in  Lord  Her- 
bert's own  Words,  as  it  is  chiefly  extracted  from 
Hall's  Chronicle,  a  cotemporary  Hiftorian  of  thofe 
Times  (r).  But  fince,  we  think,  that  he  hath 
curtailed  his  Author  too  much,  we  {hall  add  what 
is  omitted,  from  the  Chronicle  itfelf. 

Hall  writes,  '  That  it  was  one  Sir  'John  Hufee,  a 
Lincoln/hire  FCni^ht,  who,  to  pleafe  the  Cardinal, 
firft  made  the  Motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
for  xi'id  in  the  Pound  on  Land,  upon  all  thofe  who 
were  worth  50/.  a  Year  and  upwards;  to  be  paid 
Vol.  III.  C  in  ■ 

if)  Cbrtmcle,  Fol.  x.  Hen.  VIII. 
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KingHenryVin.  jn  three  Years.  That,  on  the  "Queftion's  being 
put,  ten  or  twelve  Gentlemen  faid  Yea  ;  and  on 
the  Negative's  being  asked,  not  one  Nay  was  heard. 
For,  adds  he,  the  Commons  would  not  condemn 
nor  hinder  the  landed  Men  from  charging  them- 
felves  ;  fo  that  by  ten  or  twelve  Perfons  the  Gen- 
tlemen were  burthen'd  with  xii  d.  more  than  others, 
for  which  the  faid  Sir  John  had  much  evil  Will. 

This  Grant,  our  Author  fays,  was  pafs'd  on  the 
21ft  Day  of  May  ;    at  which  Time,  becaufe   that 
Whitfuntide  was  near,  the  Parliament  wa6  adjourn- 
ed to  the  ioth  of  June  ;  in  the  mean  while,  the 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  taunted 
publickly  with  fuch  Sayings  as  thefe,  by  the  People  ; 
Sirs,  we  hear  that  you  fay  you  will  grant  ivs.   in 
the  Pound ;  we  advife  you   to  do  it,  that  yee  may  go 
home  with  Threats  and  Curfes. 
In  this  Interval,  the  Cardinal,  by  his  Power- Le- 
Gardinal  Wolfey  gantine,   diflblved  the  Convocation  at  St  Paul'st 
diffoiyestheCon-  which  had  been  called  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
vocation.  terbury  ;  and  fummoned  him  and  all  his  Clergy  to. 

his  Convocation  at  IVeJlminjler  ;  a  Thing  that  had 
never  been  done  before  in  England.  On  which 
Occafion,  Skehon,  the  Wit  of  that  Age,  and  Poet 
Laureat,  made  this  Diftich  ; 

Gentle  Paul  late  downe  thy  Sweard, 
For  Peter  ofWeftminfter  hathjhaven  thy  Beard. 
Hall  proceeds  and  tells  us, '  That  when  the  Parli- 
ament began   again,   the  landed  Men,    who  wero 
charged  xii  d.  in  the  Pound  on  50  /.  a  Year  and  up- 
wards, moved  the  Houfe,    that  all   fuch  as  were 
worth  50/.  a  Year,  or  upwards,  in  Goods,  mould 
pay  the  fame  Tax   in  four   Years.     This  Motion 
occafioned  a  great  Debate  in  the  Houfe  ;  and  Junt 
the  22d  the  Queftion  was  put,  and  it  being  doubtful 
whether  the  Teas  or  Nays  had  it,  the  Houfe  divided, 
the  Citizens  and  BurgefTes  by  themfelves,  and  the 
Knights  of  Shires  on  the  other  Side  ;    the  former 
ftirrly  affirming,  that  the  Motioners  were  Enemies 
to  the  Realm.     At  the  laft,  the  Speaker  calPd  them 
all  together,  and,  after  long  Perfwafion,  and  tam- 
pering by  private  Means,  it  was  agreed  that  xii  d. 

in 
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b  the  Pound  (hould  be  paid  in  four  Years,  on  50  /.  KingHenryVlii. 
in  Goods. 

A  late  Writer  hath  given  us  an  Account  of  an 
Affair,  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted,  tho' we  know 
no  Authority  but  his  own,  and  Collins's  Britijb  Par- 
age, in  the  Family  of  Montagu,  forit^,?. 

It  is  there  faid,  *  That  when  Henry  heard  that 
'  the  Commons  made  a  great  Difficulty  of  granting 

*  the  required  Supply,  he  was  fo  provoked,  that  he 
'  fent  for  Edward  Montague,  Efq;  (/)  one  of  th3 

*  Members   who   had    no  fmall  Influence  In  the 

*  Houfe,  and  he  being  introdue'd  to  his  Majefty, 

*  had  the  Mortification  to  hear  him  fpeak  in  thefe 

*  Words,  Ho!  Mm,  will  they  net  fuffer  my  £///TheKingthreat- 
«  topafs?  arid  laying  his  Hand -on  Mr  Montague'^^t^. 
1  Head,   who   was   then  on  his  Knees  before  him,  p.fmg  his  Mea- 

*  /aid,  Get  my  Bill  pa/Yd  by  To-morrow,  or  elfe  To-  fures« 

*  morrow  this  Head  of  yours  (hall  be  off:'  We  are 
further  told,  that  this  Cavalier  Manner  of  Henry's 
fucceededj  for  the  very  next  Day  the  Bill  was 
paiVd. 

This  may  fuffice  to  conclude  our  hiftorical  Ac- 
' count  of  this  Parliament  j  for  on   July  31ft  it  was 
adjourned  to  IVeJlmitiJler,  and  there  continued  un- 
til! Auguji  13th,  when  at  Nineo'Clock  at  Night  it 
was  dillolved. 

The  noble  Hiftorian  hath  left  us  an  Abftrad  of 
the  moil  remarkable  Statutes  made  in  this  Seffion  of 
Parliament,  which  is  as  follows  (u)  : 

■  That  our  Merchants  might  have  eight  Days 
Preference  before  Strangers,  for  buying  of  broad  spa  ' 
White  Woollen- Cloth,  brought  to  Blachvell-UAX 
in  London  ;  unlefs  in  Fairs,  Ports,  Creeks,  iffc. 
That  S [.rangers  ufing  a  Handy-craft,  mould  take  no 
Apprentices,  nor  above  two  Journeymen,  unlefs 
they  were  the  King's  Subjects.  That  they  fliould 
be  under  the  Search  and  Reformation  of  the  War- 
C  2  dens 

(i)  The  Life  and  Times  of  Cardinal  JVolfey  by  J.  Grave.  Offavt, 
Ltnd.  174+.  Vol. III.  p.  250. 

(?)  Afterwards  made  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England,  from  wh»m  the 
pffefent  Duke  of  Montagu  is  defcended. 

J»jJ  See  alfo  Statutes  at  Lagc,  Ar..  14.,  tj.  Hen,  VIII, 
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KingHenryViu.  dens  and  Fellowfhip  of  Handycrafts,  and  one  Tub- 
ftantial  Stranger,  to  be  chofen  by  the  faid  Wardens. 
That  they  {hould  caufe  a  Mark  to  be  put  on  the 
Wares,  and  Workmanihip,  to  be  known  thereby. 
That  if  they  were  falfly  and  deceitfully  made,  they 
fhould  be  forfeit.  That  this  Provifion  (hould  ex- 
tend to  Strangers  living  in  other  Towns  than  Lon- 
don. That  if  Strangers  were  wrong'd,  they  might 
feek  their  Remedy  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Treafurer  of  England,  or  the  Juftices  of  Affize  in 
the  Counties  where  they  liv'd.  That  during  this 
Parliament  their  Apprentices  or  Journeymen  might 
continue  as  before,  and  fo  to  endure  to  the  laft  Day 
of  the  next  Parliament.  This  Act  was  not  yet  to 
extend  to  Strangers  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  and  the 
Sanctuary  of  St  Martins-le-Grand  in  London. 
That  if  the  Officers  refufed  to  put  a  Mark  on  the 
Wares,  or  Workmanmip  of  Joiners,  Blackfmiths, 
&c.  being  Strangers,  that  then  it  was  lawful  for 
■  the  Strangers  to  fell  them  wirhout  the  faid  Mark. 
That  Lords  and  others,  the  King's  Subjects,  of  an 
hundred  Pounds  yearly,  might  take  and  retain 
Strangers,  being  Joiners  and  Glafien-',  for  their 
private  Service,  this  Act  notwithftanding.  That 
Englijbmen  living  under  foreign  Princes,  and  being 
fworn  to  them,  mould  pay  i'uch  Cuftom  to  our 
King,  Subfidy  and  Toll,  as  other  Strangers  of  thofe 
Parts  do.  And  that  the  Governor  of  the  Merchant- 
Adventurers,  or  the  King's  Ambafladors  in  Foreign 
Countries,  mall  certify  their  Names  to  the  Chan- 
cery, to  the  intent  that  Order  may  be  given  there- 
in to  the  King's  Officers  in  Havens,  Ports,  and 
Creeks.  Yet  if  any  fuch  Enghjlnnan  did  return  to 
inhabit  here,  that  then  he  fhould  be  reftored  to  all 
the  Liberties  of  a  Subject.' 

1  A  College  of  Phyficians,  among  whom  was 
that  famous  and  learned  Linaker,  chief  Phyfician  to 
the  King,  was  erected,  and  certain  Authorities  and 
Priviledges  granted  to  them  ' 

*  Moreover,  the  Statute  of  bHcnry  VIN.  13,  for- 
bidding (hooting  in  Crois-bows,  or  Hand-Guns,  was 
difpens'd  with  in  Men  of  one  hundred  Pounds  per 

Annum. 
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Annum.    That  Coiners,  who  make  Money  in   any  KingHcnryvm. 

Mint  in  England,  mould   coin   of  every  hundred 

Pounds  of  Gold,  twenty  Pound  into  Half  Angels 

or  Pieces  of  xl.  Pence  ;  and  of  every  hundred  Pounds 

Worth  of  Bullion,  Plate  or  Silver,  a  certain  Portion 

into  Groats,  Two-pences,  Pence,  Half-pence,  and 

Farthings  ;  the  Farthings  to  have  a  Mark  different, 

from  Half-pence.     That  they  who  bring   lefs  than 

an  hundred  Pounds  in  Bullion  or  Plate  to  the  Mint, 

fhall  have  the  Tenth  Part  thereof  in  Half-pence  and 

Farthings.     That  this  yet  (hall  not  extend  to  the 

Mint- matters  of  York,    Durham,    or  Canterbury. 

Concerning  which  Law,  it   is  worth  the  noting, 

that  though  it  was  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Subject, 

to  have  fo  much  of  the  fmalleft  Sort  of  Coin,  yet 

by  reafon  of  their  Littlenefs  it  is  all  worn  out.' 

i  That  they  which  be  in  the  King's  Service  in 
Wars  may  aliene  their  Land;  for  Performance  of 
their  Wills,  without  any  Fine  for  Alienation.  And 
if  any  of  them  die  in  the  King's  Service  in  War* 
his  Feoffees  or  Executors  mail  have  the  Wardfhip 
of  his  Heir  and  Lands.' 

*  Another  Act  of  Attainder  was  pafs'd  in  this 
Parliament,  againft  Edivard  Stafford  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, who  had  been  condemned  by  his  Peers, 
and  executed  for  High-Treafon  two  Years  before. 
The  Cardinal,  being  publickly  accufed  of  having  fa- 
crificed  this  Nobleman  to  his  Vengeance,  had  In- 
tereft  enough  to  obtain  this  Act,  in  order  to  divert 
the  Odium  thrown  upon  him  for  it.  That  this 
was  a  meer  Piece  of  Condefcention  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, appears  pretty  evident  from  another  Adt,  paf- 
fed  this  Seflion,  for  reftoring  Henry  Stafford,  Son 
of  the  deceafed  Lord,  to  his  Blood  ;  and  the  King 
foon  after,  by  Letters  Patents,  granted  him  Part  of 
the  Lands  of  the  faid  Duke  (x). 

*  Alfo  an  Act.  pafs'd,  that  the  King  mall,  for 
his  Life,  have  Authority,  by  his  Letters  Patents,  at 
bis  Pleafure,  to  reverfe,  repeal,  and  annul,  all  At- 
tainders of  High-Treafon,  and  to  reftore  their 
Heirs,  lSc.% 

C  3  Though 

(*)  Dugdale'j  Bamnage,  Vol.  I.  p.  17a. 
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KfngHsnryVllI.  Though  we  find  that  a  iufficient  Time  was 'ah 
•  low'd  for  the  Payment  of  the  laft  Subfidy,  yet,  the 
War  with  both  France  and  Scotland  fo  exhauited  thc 
King's  Treafury,  that  the  very  next  Year  it  wa* 
required,  from  all  Men  worth  forty  Pounds,  that 
the  whole  Subfidy,  granted  as  before,  payable  in 
rbieiSnVurYPeaar'four  Years,  fhould  be  anticipated,  and  brought  to 
rcquir'd  inone  j  the  King  in  one  entire  Payment.  This  unprece- 
dented Proceeding  gave  the  Commons  of  England 
great  Difguft  ;  and  they  did  not  fail,  fays  Lord 
Herbert,  to  impute  it  all  to  the  Cardinal  Minifter. 
It  was  fo  infupportable  to  the  poorer  Sort  of  Sub- 
jects, as  another  Author  writes  (y ),  that  the  PayV 
ment  of  it  was  utterly  denied  to  the  Colieciors,  wirlj 
Weepings,  Curlings,  and  great  Exclamations, 
which  almoft  grew  to  an  open  Rebellion.  The 
Which  occafions  County  of  Kent  refufed  it  to  Lord  Cobham  \  EJJex 
great  ciamoun.  would  not  fo  much  as  talk  with  the  Cnmmiffioners 
about  it  j  Huntingdonjhirs  did  the  fame  ;  London 
would  be  taxed  by  none  but  their  Akiermen  ;  and. 
Suffolk  rofe  up  in  Arms,  making  Poverty  their 
Captain.  The  Blame  of  all  fell  upon  the  Cardinal  j 
but  he,  being  now  by  his  Church  Dignities  rendered 
almoft  an  Englijb  Pope,  locked  down  upon  their 
Threats  with  Contempt,  and  defpifed  their  Mena- 
ces. However,  a  little  Time  alter  they  gave  rhif 
haughty  Prelate  fome  terrible  Reatons  to  alter  his 
Opinion. 

This  Minifter  had  been  fo  reburf'd  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  in  his  laft  Demand  of  a  Supply, 
that  he  was  in  no  hafte  to  advile  the  King  to  call 
another  Parliament.  For,  as  in  his  Miniftiy,  there 
had  been  rjone  called  forfeven  Years  before  this  lair, 
fo  it  was  fix  or  feven  Years  more  before  another  was 
lumrr.oncd. 
,  ,     During   this  Time  one  of  \r-6  greateft  Attempts 

Mortev demanded  .r    \.  .  ,  ,       ,7    ,  r    n     v 

without  Content to  raife  Mo!ie}\  without  the  Help  of  Parliament, 
of  Parliament,     happeh'd  in  the  Year  1526,  the  17th  of  this  King; 
when  Commiffions  were  fent  into  every  County  m 
England^  for  levying  the  fixth  Part  of  every  Lay- 
man's 

(y  v  J-  Speed'*  Chronicle,  p.  76 r. 
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man's  Goods,  and  the  fourth  of  the  Clergy's.  This  KimHemyViii. 
the  People  relented  fo  much  that  it  had  like  to  have 
occafioned  a  Rebellion.  They  alledged,  firft,  that 
thefe  Commiflions  were  againQ;  Law  ;  next,  their 
own  Poverty  j  and  that  the  King,  fince  the  14th 
of  his  Reign,  had  received  of  them  twenty  Fif- 
teenths. But,  as  the  noble  Hiftorian  obferves  (y), 
this  feemed   all  to   be  done    without  the    King's,,....       , 

__  ,    ,  r  "■%.  -u      r»      r  c   ■  Which  occafions 

Knowledge,    10  when  the  Lonfequence  of  it  ap-fo  great  Mur- 
pear'd,  it  was  refolv'd  todifavow  the  whole  Proceed-  muring,  that  the 
ing.     And  the  King  fent  Letters,  all  over  England,  ^S.""* 
declaring  he  would  ask   nothing  of  them  but  by 
way  of  Benevolence.     So  that  the  Cardinal,  by  thefe 
Means,  got  many  a  Curfe,  and  the  King  as  many 
Bleflings.' 

In  the  Year  1528  began  the  grand  Affair  of  the 
Divorce  between  Henry  VIII.  and  his  Queen  Kathe- 
rine.  We  (hall  leave  a  thorough  Dilquifition  of 
this  Matter  to  Lord  Herbert,  Bifhop  Burnet,  and 
our  general  Hiftorians  of  thefe  Times.  And  fhall 
only  collect  what  an  Englifb  Parliament  had  to  do, 
in  this  great  and  memorable  Event. 

But  before  this  mighty  Matter  took  Place,  it 
proved  the  Ruin  of  the  Cardinal  j  for  being  detect- 
ed of  fome  under-hand  Dealing,  between  the  Pope 
and  the  King,  and  having  managed  fo  ill  as  to  make  ,  _.f  f 
both  Queen  Katherine,  and  the  defigned  new  Sultana  cardinal  WoTfey, 
Mrs.  Anne  Bullein,  his  Enemies  (z)  ;  he  fell  firft  into 
Difgrace,  and  afterwards  under  the  Monarch's  high- 
eft  Difpleafure.  The  Cardinal  was  firft  indicted  in 
the  King's- Bench,  on  the  Statute  16  Richard  11.  con- 
cerning Premunires  ;  found  guilty,  and  Sentence 
was  palled  upon  him,  '  That  he  was  out  of  the 
•  King's  Protection  }  his  Lands,  Goods  and  Chat- 
C  4  «   tels 

(y)  Lord  Herbert. 

(*)  Grafton  writes,  that  Henry  took  his  firft  Hint  if  the  Divorce 
from  a  Match  which  wa$  proposed  by  the  French  Embafladors,  in  his 
17th  Year,  between  their  young  King  and  the  Lady  Mary,  the 
King's  Daughter  :  But  the  President  at  Paris  demurred  to  the  Match, 
upon  the  Queftion,  Whether  (he  was  legitimate,  or  not  ?  He  adds, 
that  the  Common  People  difliked  this  Propofal ;  for  fince  ihe  was 
Heir  to  the  Crown,  they  would  have  no  Frenchman  to  be  King  of 
England.     C> atton'j  Cbnn,  P.  1147. 
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RingHenryViii.  <  tels  forfeit ;  and  that  his  Perfon  might  be  feized 
He  is  profecuted  c  on.'  He  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  great  Council, 
in  the  King's-    co!lec"led  for  that  Purpofe  in  the  St ar-  Chamber  ; 

ChimbJrd  Staf"  wnere  ^e  met  Wlt^  no  better  Treatment.  And, 
laftly,  the  King  remitted  the  whole  Affair  to  a  Par- 

AnnoR     i20.  liam'ent,  wh  ch   began   to   fit   at    Wcflminfter  (a), 
1529.      'November  3 ,   1529      In  this,    fays  Lord  Herbert, 

At  Weftminfter.  Henry  did  wifely;  lince  by  interefting  the  Public 
in  his  Condemnation,  he  both  declined  the  Ceniure 
of  thofe,  who  thought  the  late  Proceedings  too  fe- 
vere,  and  endeared  his  People  to  him,  by  putting 
the  Power  of  punching  their  Enemy  into  their  own 
Hands. 

On  the  firft  Day  of  this  Parliament's  Meeting, 
SirThsmasMore,  new  Lord  Chancellor,  made  an  elo- 
quent Oration,  fays  Hall,  to  this  K ffe£t  :    '  That, 

LrTcmaslu0rei  ^e  ?s  a  £oocl  Shepherd,  w!l0'  not  only  tendeih 

hiTspeechT  ^  '  and  keepeth  well  his  Sheep  :  but,  alfo,   forefeeth 

*  and  p»-ovideth  againft  every  Thing,  which  either 
'  may  be  hurtful  or  noifome  to  his  Flock  ;  or  may 
'  prelerve  and  defend  the  .fame  againft  all  Ch?nces 
'  to  come  ;  fo  the  King,  who  was  the  Shepherd, 
'  Ruler  and  Governor  of  this  Realm,  vigilantly  fore- 
c  feeing  Things  to  come,   confiJered   how  divers 

*  Lav  s,  by  long  Continuance  of  Time  and  Muta- 
'  tion  of  Things,  were  now  grown  inefficient  and 
'  imperfect  :   And  alfo,  that  by  the  frail  Condition 

*  of  Man,  divers  new  Enormuies  were  fprung  up 
'  amongft  the  People,  for  the  which  no  Law  was 
c  made  to  reform  the  fatne,  he  laid,   was  the  very 

*  Caufe  why,  at  this  Time,   the  King   had   fum- 

*  moned  his  High  Court  of  Parliament.     He  re- 

*  fembled  the  King  to  a  Shepherd  or  Herdfman, 
'  alfo,  for  this  Caufe  ;  if  a  King  is  eftecmed,  only, 
'  for  his  R;ch«s,  he  is  but  a  rich  Man ;  if,  for  his 

*  Honour, 

(a)  This  Parliament  was  firft  fummontd  to  the  Black-  fryers,  Lon- 
i*n>  but  was  adj  urned  to  Weftminfter. 

Dugdai  e,  Slnr.o  ZT,  Hen.  VIIT. 
The  fame  Author  hath  given  us  the  whole  Order  of  ProcciTion  the 
King  made,  fiom  Rrideivell  to  Weftminfter,  to  rpeet  this  Parliament  j 
but  as  a  much  greater  occurs  in  the  Seijuel,  it  is  poftponed  til]  then. 
TJie  Fee  paid  to  Carter  King  at  ArmSj  for  entering  the  new  Peers 
and  regulating  their  Sens,  was  xxj. 
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Honour,  he  is  but  an  honourable  Man  ;  but,  com-  KbgHcnryVia 
pare  him  to  the  Multitude  of  his  People,  and  the 
Number  of  his  Flock,  then  is  he  a  Ruler,  a  Go- 
vernor of  Might  and  Power ;  fo  that  his  People 
maketh  him  a  Prince,  as,  of  the  Multitude  of 
Sheep  cometh  the  Name  of  a  Shepherd.  And, 
as  you  iee,  that,  amongft  a  great  Flock  of  Sheep, 
fome  be  rotten  and  faulty,  which  the  good  Shep- 
herd fendeth  from  the  found  Sheep ;  fo,  the  Great 
Weather,  which  is  of  late  fallen,  as  you  all  know, 
juggled  with  the  Kirg  fo  craftily,  fcabbedly,  and 
untruly,  that  all  Men  muft  think,  that  he  ima- 
gined, himfelf,  that  the  King  had  no  S.cnle  to 
perceive  his  crafty  Doings,  or  pre  fumed  that  he 
would  not  fee  or  underftand  his  fraudulent  Jug- 
gling and  Attempts.  But,  he  was  deceived  j  for 
his  Grace's  Sight  was  fo  quick  and  penetrable,  that 
he  not  only  law  him,  but  faw  through  him,  both 
within  and  without ;  fo  that  he  was  entirely  o- 
pen  to  him.  According  to  his  Defert,  he  hath 
had  a  gentle  Corre&ion  ;  which  fmall  Punim- 
ment  the  King  would  not  fhould  be  an  Example 
to  other  Offenders ;  but  openly  declareth,  that 
whofoever,  hereafter,  thai!  m  ke  the  iike  Attempt, 
or  commit  the  like  Offences,  fhall  no;  efcape 
with  the  like  Punifhment.  Laflly,  the  Chancel- 
lor laid,  that  becauie  they  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons were  a  great  Number,  and  could  not  fpeak 
all  at  one  Time  ;  therefore,  the  King's  Pleafure 
was,  that  they  mould  refort  to  their  ownHoufe,and 
there  amongft  themfelves,  according  to  ancient 
Cuftom,  chuie  an  able  Perfon  to  be  their  com- 
mon Mouth,  or  Speaker  ;  and  after  they  have  fo 
done,  to  advertife  his  Grace  thereof,  who  will 
declare  to  them  his  Pleafure,  what  Day  he  will 
have  him  prefented  in  this  Place.' 
On  th    6th  of  November,  the  Commons  prefented^  -M  .  ,. 

er'i  /»    ii        t^  r  1       it-  •-.*#•        .  I  nomas  Audley. 

lhomas  Audley,  Llq;   to  the  King  as  their  Speaker,  Efq;  chofen 

who  there  made  another  eloquent  Oration,  which,  sPeakcr- 

fays  Hall,  confifted  of  two  Points ;    the  firft  was, 

'  That  he  much  praifed   the  King   for  his  Equity 

1  and  Juftice,  mixed  with  Mercy  and  Pity  ;  io  that 

4  no 
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Kiiig Henry VITI. '  no  Offence  was  forgotten  or  left  unpunifhed  ; 

*  and,  in  the  Punifhment,  the  Extremity  or  Rigour 

*  of  the  Law   was  not  cruelly  extended  ;  which 

*  mould  be  a  Caufe  both  to  bridle  all  Men  from  do- 
c  ing  the  like  Offences,  and  an  Encouragement  to 

*  Offenders  to  confefs  their  Faults,  and  occafion  A- 

*  mendment  and  Reconciliation.'  To  the  fecond 
Point,  '  He  endeavoured  to  difable  himfelf,  for  want 

*  of  Senfe>  Learning  and  Difcretion,  for  taking  fo 

*  high  an  Office  ;  befeeching  the  King,  to  caufe  his 
c  Commons  to  refort  again  to  their  Houfe,  and  there 
'  to  cbufe  another  Speaker  for  that  Parliament.' 

To  this  the  King  replied,  by  the  Mouth  of  the 
Chancellor,   *  That  whereas  he  fought  to  difable 

*  himfelf  in  Senfe  and  Learning,  his  own  elaborate 
c  Difcourfe,  there  made,  tettified  to  the  contrary  : 
e  And  touching  his  Difcretion  and  other  Qualities, 
'  the  King  himfelf  had  well  known  him  and  his 

*  Doings,  fince  he  was  in  his  Service,  to  be  both 

*  wife  and  difcreet ;  and  fo,  as  an  able  Man  he  ac- 
'  cepted  him,  and  admitted  him  Speaker.' 

The  principal  Thing  We  meet  with,  is,  that  cer- 
tain Articles  were  now  preferred  againft  the  Cardi- 
nal. Lord  Herbert  has  copied  them  from  the  ori- 
ginal Record,  which,  he  fays,  he  has  thought  fit  to 
tranfcribe,  becaufe  our  vulgar  Chronicles  have  mif- 
reprefented  them  :  And,  though  many  in  Number, 
they  muft  find  a  Place  in  thele  Enquiries  (b). 

Art?  les  exhibit  '  /"^QrrftflUttftJ  by  Neceffity  of  our  Fidelity  and 
c/m  Parliament  V>l  Confciences,  complain  and  fhew  to  yourRoyal 
againft  Cardinal  Majeity,  We  your  Grace's  humble,  true,  faithful  and 
Wolf^-  obedient  Subietfs,  That  the  Lord  Cardinal  of  York, 

lately  your  Grace's  Chancellor,  prefuming  to  take 
upon  him  the  Authority  of  the  Pope's  Legate  de 
Latere^  hath,  by  divers  and  many  fundry  Ways  and 
Fafhions,  committed  notable,  high,  and  grievous 
Offences  ;  mifufing,  altering,  and  fubverting  the  Or- 
der of  your  Grace's  Laws,  and  otherwife  contrary 
.to  your  high  Honour,  Prerogative,  Crown,  Eftate, 

and 

<b)  Kt.wnkt,  Vol.  IX.   Pag.   115,  &u     Coke'j  IV  In/itufJ 
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and  Dignity  Royal ;  to  the  ineftimable  Damage  of  King  HearyVHfc, 
your  Grace's  Subjedls  of  every  Degree,  and  confe- 
{juently  to  the  great  Hindrance,  Diminution,  and 
Decay  of  the  univerfal  Wealth  of  this  your  Grace's 
Realm,  as  it  is  touched  fummarily  and  particularly 
in  certain  Articles  here  following;  which  be  but  a 
few  in  comparifon  of  all  his  Enormities,  Excefles, 
and  Tranfgreflions,  committed  againft  your  Grace's 
Laws.     T hat  is  to  fay, 

■  Imprimis.  Where  your  Grace,  and  your  noble  Pro- 
genitors within  this  your  Realm  of  England,  being 
King*  of  England,  have  been  fo  free,  that  they 
have  had  in  all  the  World  no  other  Sovereign, 
but  immediately  fubject  to  Almighty  God  in  all 
Things,  touching  the  Regality  of  your  Crown 
of  England  ;  and  the  fame  Preheminence,  Prero- 
gative, JurifdicYion,  lawful  and  peaceable  PofTef- 
fion,  your  Grace,  and  your  noble  Progenitors 
have  had,  ufed,  and  enjoyed  without  Interruption, 
or  Bufineis  therefore,  by  the  Space  of  two  hundred 
Years,  and  more  ;  whereby  your  Grace  may  pre- 
fcribe  againft  the  Pope's  Holinefs,  that  he  fhould  not 
nor  ought  to  fend,  or  make,  any  Legate  to  execute 
any  Authority  Legantine,  contrary  to  your  Grace's 
Prerogative  within  this  your  Realm  :  Now  the 
Lord  Cardinal  of  York  being  your  Subject,  and  na- 
tural Liege  born,  hath  of  his  high,  org.llous  (*),  and 
infatiable  Mind,  for  his  own  lingular  Advancement 
and  Profit,  in  Derogation,  and  to  the  great  Inble- 
mifhment  and  Hurt  of  your  faid  Royal  Jurifdittion 
and  Prerogative,  and  the  large  Continuance  of  the 
Pofleflionof  the  fame,  obtained  Authority  Legantine, 
by  reafon  whereof  he  hath  not  only  hurt  your  faid 
Prefcription,  but  alfo,  by  the  faid  Authority  Legan- 
tine, hath  fpoiJed  and  taken  away  from  many  Houfes 
of  Religion  in  this  your  Realm  much  Subftance  of 
their  Goods  ;  and  alfo  hath  ufurped  upon  all  your 
Ordinaries,  within  this  your  Realm,  much  Part  of 
their  Juriidiftion,  in  Derogation  of  your  Preroga- 
tive, and  to  the  great  Hurt  of  your  faid  Ordinaries, 
Prelates,  and  Religious.' 

*  II. 
(*)  Haughty,  arrogant,  prefumftoous.     ShaK*spiap,. 
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'RingHenryVin.  '  U*  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  being  your 
AmbafTador  in  Prance,  made  a  Treaty  with  the 
French  King  for  the  Pope,  your  Majefty  not  know- 
ing any  Part  thereof,  nor  named  in  the  fame  ;  and 
binding  the  faid  French  King  to  abide  his  Order  and 
Award,  if  any  Controverfy  or  Doubt  fhould  arife 
upon  the  fame  betwixt  the  faid  Pope  and  the  Fiencb 
.  King.' 

*  III.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  being  your 
Arhbaflacor  in  France,  fent  a  Commiffion  to  Sir 
Gregory  de  Cafalis,  under  your  great  Seal  in  your 
Grace's  Name,  to  conclude  a  Treaty  of  Amity 
with  the  Duke  of  Ferrara,  without  any  Command 
or  Warrant  of  your  Highnefs,  nor  your  faid  High- 
nefs  adveitifed,  or  made  privy  to  the  fame.' 

\  IV.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lor  i  Cardinal,  of  his  pre- 
fumptuous  Mind,  in  divers  and  many  of  his  Letters 
and  Inftm6tions  fent  out  of  this  Realm  to  outward 
Parts,  had  join'd  himfelf  with  your  Grace,  as  in 
faying,  and  writing  in  his  faid  Letters  and  Inftruc- 
tions,  The  King  and  I.  And,  /  would  ye  fhould  do 
thus.  The  King  and  I  give  unto  you  our  hearty 
Thanks-.  Whereby  it  is  apparent,  that  he  ufed  him- 
felf more  like  a  Fellow  to  your  Highnefs  than  like 
a  Subject. '  : 

'  V.  Alfo,  whereas  it  hath  ever  been  accuftomed 
within  this  your  Realm,  that  when  Noblemen  do 
fwear  their  Houfhold-Servants,  the  firft  Part  of  their 
Oath  hath  been,  that  they  fhould  be  true  Liege-Men 
to  the  King,  and  his  Heirs  Kings  of  England  ;  the 
fame  Lord  Cardinal  caufed  his  Servants  to  be  only 
fvvorn  to  him,  as  if  there  had  been  no  Sovereign  a- 
bove  him.' 

6  VI.  And  alfo,  whereas  your  Grace  is  our  Sove- 
reign Lord  and  Head,  in  whom  ftandeth  all  the 
Surety  and  Wealth  of  this  Realm,  the  fame  Lord 
Cardinal,  knowing  himfelf  to  have  the  foul  and  con- 
tagious Difeafe  of  the  Great  Pox  broken  out  upon 
him  in  divers  Places  of  his  Body,  came  daily  to 
your  Grace,  rowninginyour Ear,  and  blowing  upon 
your  molt  noble  Guce,  with  his  perilous  and  in- 
fective 
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feftive  Breath,  to  the  marvellous  Danger  of  your  King  Henry vm." 

Highnefs,  if  God  of  hs  infinite  Goodnefs  had  not 

better  provided  for  your  Highnefs.     And  when  he 

was  once  healed  of  them,  he  made  your  Grace  to 

believe  that  his  Difeafe  was  an  Impoftume  in  his 

Head,  and  of  none  other  Thing.' 

'  VII.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  by  his  Au- 
thority Legamine,  hath  given,  by  Prevention,  the 
Benefices  of  divers  Perfons,  as  well  Spiritual  as  Tem- 
poral, contrary  to  your  Crown  and  Dignity,  and 
your  Laws  and  Eftatutes  therefore  provided,  by 
reafon  whereof  he  is  in  danger  to  your  Grace  of 
Forfeiture  of  his  Lands  and  Goods,  and  his  Body 
at  your  Pleafure.' 

*  VIII.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  taking  up- 
on him  otherwife  than  a  true  Counfellor  ought  to 
do,  hath  ufed  to  have  all  AmbaiTadors  to  come  firft 
to  him  alone,  and  fo  hearing  their  Charges  and  In- 
tents, it  is  to  be  thought  he  hath  inftrufted  them 
after  his  Pleafure  and  Purpofe,  before  that  they 
came  to  your  Prefence  ;  contrary  to  your  high 
Commandment  by  your  Grace's  Mouth  to  him 
given,  and  alfo  to  other  Perfons,  fent  to  him  by 
your  Grace.' 

'  IX.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardirjal  hath  pra&ifed 
fo,  that  all  Manner  of  Letters  fent  from  beyond 
the  Sea  to  your  Highnefs  have  come  firft  to  hi6 
Hands,  contrary  to  your  high  Commandmeat  by 
your  own  Mouth,  and  alfo  by  others  fent  to  him 
by  your  Grace  ;  by  reafon  whereof  your  Highnefs, 
nor  any  of  your  Council,  had  Knowledge  of  no 
Matters,  but  fuch  as  it  pleafed  him  to  (hew  them  ; 
whereby  your  Highnefs,  and  your  Council  have 
been  compell'd  of  very  Force  to  follow  his  Devices, 
which  oftentimes  were  fet  forth  by  him  under  fuch 
crafty  and  covert  Means,  that  your  Highnefs  and 
your  Council  hath  oftentimes  been  abufed.  Info- 
much,  that  when  your  Council  have  found,  and  put 
divers  Doubts  and  Things  which  have  afterwards 
enfued,  he  to  abufe  them  ufed  thefe  Words,  /  will 
lay  my  Head  that  no  fuch  Thing  Jhall  happen? 

4  X.  Alfo, 
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«iDglleaiyVIU.  '  X.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  hath  pradlifed 
that  no  Manner  of  Per fon,  having  Charge  to  make 
Efpiall  of  Things  dene  beyond  the  Sea,  fhould 
at  their  Return  come  firft  to  your  Grace,  nor 
to  any  other  of  your  Council,  but  only  to  himfelf, 
and  in  cafe  they  did  the  contrary,  he  punilhed 
them  for  fo  doing.' 

*  XI.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  hath  granted 
Licence  under  your  Great  Seal  for  carrying  out  of 
Grain  and  other  Victual,  after  the  Reftraint  hath 
been  made  thereof,  for  his  own  Lucre,  and  fingulaf 
Advantage  of  him  and  his  Servants,  for  to  fend 
thith§r  as  he  bare  fecret  Favour,  without  your 
Grace's  Warrant  or  Knowledge  thereof.' 

'  XII.  Alfo,  the  faid. Lord  Cardinal  ufed,  many 
Years  together,  not  only  to  write  unto  all  your 
AmbafTadors  refident  with  other  Princes,  in  his  own 
Name,  all  Advertifements  concerning  your  Grace's 
Affairs  being  in  their  Charge,  and  in  the  fame  his 
Letters  wrote  many  Things  of  his  own  Mind, 
without,  your  Grace's  Plea fu re  being  known,  con- 
cealing divers  Things  which  had  been  neceflary  for 
them  to  know,  but  alfo  caufed  them  to  write  their 
Advertifements  unto  him  ;  and  of  the  fame  Letters 
he  ufed  to  conceal,  for  the  cempafiing  of  his  Pur- 
pofes,  many  Things  both  from  all  your  other  Coun- 
fellors,  and  from  yourfelf  alfo.' 

*  XIII.  Alfo,  where  good  Hofpitality  hath  been 
ufed  to  be  kept  in  Houfes  and  Places  of  Religion 
of  this  Realm,  and  many  poor  People  thereby  re- 
lieved, the  faid  Hofpitality  and  Relief  is  now  de- 
cayed, and  not  ufed  ;  and  it  is  commonly  reported 
that  the  Occafion  thereof  is,  becaufe  the  faid  Lord 
Cardinal  hath  taken  fuch  Impofitions  of  the  Rulers 
of  the  faid  Houfes,  as  well  for  his  Favour  in  mak- 
ing of  Abbots  and  Priors,  as  for  his  Vifitation,  by 
his  Authority  Legantine.  And  yet,  neverthelefs,. 
takcth  yearly  of  fuch  Religious  Houfes,  fuch 
yearly  and  continual  Charges,  as  they  be  not  able 
to  keep  Hofpitality,  as  they  ufed  to  do,  which  is  a 
great  Caufe  that  there  be  fo  many -Vagabonds,  Beg- 
gars and  Thieves.' 

«  XIV. 
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«  XIV.  Alfo,  where  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  faid,  KiniHenryVlH, 
fcefore  the  Suppreffion  of  fuch  Houfes  as  he  hath 
fupprefled,  that  the  Poflefiions  of  them  fhould  be 
fet  to  Farm  among  your  Lay-Subjects,  after  fuch 
reafonable  Yearly  Rent,  as  they  fhould  well  there- 
upon live,  and  keep  good  Hofpitality :  And  now 
the  demefne  Pofleflions  of  the  faid  Houfes,  fince  the 
Suppreflion  of  them,  hath  been  furveyed,  met  and 
meafured  by  ,the  Acre,  and  be  now  fet  above  the 
Value  of  the  old  Rent :  And  alfo  fuch  as  were  Far- 
mers by  Covent-Seat  and  Copy-Holders  be  put  out* 
and  amoved  of  their  Farms,  or  elfe  compeli'd  to  pay 
new  Fines,  contrary  to  all  Equity  and  Confcience.' 
'  XV.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  fitting  a- 
mong  the  Lords,  and  other  of  your  moft  Honoura- 
ble Council,  ufed  himfelf  that  if  any  Man  would\ 
fhew  his  Mind  according  to  his  Duty,  contrary  to 
the  Opinion  of  the  faid  Cardinal,  he  would  fo  taker, 
him  up  with  his  accuftomable  Words,  that  they 
were  better  to  hold  their  Peace  than  to  fpeak,  fo  that 
be  would  hear  no  Man  fpeak  but  one  or  two  great 
Perfonages,  fo  that  he  would  have  all  the  Words . 
himfelf,  and  confumed  much  Time  with  a  fair 
Tale.' 

'  XVI.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  by  his  Am- 
bition and  Pride,  hath  hindered  and  undone  many  of 
your  poor  Subjects  for  Want  of  Difpatchment  of 
Matters ;  for  he  would  no  Man  fhould  meddle  but 
himfelf.  Infomuch,  that  it  hath  been  affirm'd  by 
many  wife  Men,  that  ten  of  the  moft  wifcft  and 
moft  expert  Men  in  England  were  not  fufhcient,  in 
convenient  Time,  to  order  the  Matters  that  he  would 
retain  to  himfelf:  And  many  Times  he  deferred  the 
ending  of  Matters,  becaufe  that  Suitors  fhould  attend 
and  wait  upon  him,  whereof  he  had  no  fmall  Plea- 
fure  that  his  Houfe  might  be  replenifh'd  with  Suitors.' 
'  XVII.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  by  hisAutho- 
rity  Legantine,  hath  ufed,  if  any  fpiritual  Man  hav- 
ing any  Riches  or  Subftance,  dcceas'd,  he  hath  taken 
their  Goods,  as  his  own ;  by  reafon  whereof  their 
Wills  be  not  perform'd  ;  and  one  Mean  he  had,  to 
put  them  in  Fear  that  were  made  Executors  to  re- 
fufe  to  meddle.'  *  XV  III. 
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Kini- Henry vm  '  XVIfl.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  conftrained 
'  all  Ordinaries  in  England  yearly  to  compound  with 
him,  or  eli'e  he  will  ufurp  Half  or  the  Whole  of 
their  JurildicYion  by  Prevention,  not  for  good  Order 
of "  the  Diocefe  but  to  extort  Treafure ;  for  there  is 
never  a  poor  Arch-Deacon  in  England,  but  that  he 
paid  yearly  to  him  a  Portion  of  his  Living.' 

'  XIX.  Alfo,thc  faid  Lord  Cardinal  hath  not  only, 
by  his  unttue  S.uggeftion  to  the  Pope,  fhamefully 
flandered  many  good  religious  Houfes,  and  good 
vertuous  Men  dwelling  in  them,  but  alfo  fupprefled 
by  reafon  thereof  above  thirty  Houfes  of  Religion ; 
and  where,  by  Authority  of  his  Bull,  he  mould  not 
iupprefs  any  Houfe  that  had  more  Men  of  Religion 
in  Number,  above  the  Number  of  fix  or  feven,  he 
hath. fupprefled  divers  Houfes  that  had  above  the  Num- 
ber ;  and  thereupon  hath  caufed  divers  Offices  to  be 
found  by  Verdict,  untruly,  that  the  religious  Per- 
fons,  fo  fupprefled,  had  voluntarily  forfaken  their 
faid  Houfes,  which  was  untrue  ;  and  fo  hath  caus'd 
open  Perjury  to  be  committed,  to  the  high  Dif- 
pleafure  of  Almighty  God.' 

'  XX.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  hath  examined 
divers  and  many  Matters  in  the  Chancery,  after 
Judgment  thereof  given  at  the  Common  Law,  in 
Subverfion  of  your  Laws ;  and  made  fome  Perfons 
reftore  again  to  the  other  Party  condemned,  what 
they  had  in  Execution  by  vertue  of  the  Judgment 
in  the  Common  Law.' 

*  XXI.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  hath  grant- 
ed many  Injunctions  by  Writ,  and  the  Parties  never 
call'd  thereunto,  nor  Bill  put  in  againft  them.  And, 
by  reafon  thereof,  divers  of  your  Subjects  have  been 
put  from  their  lawful  Poileflion  of  their  Lands  and 
Tenements,  And,  by  fuch  Means,  he  hath  alfo 
brought  the  more  Party  of  the  Suitors  of  this  your 
Realm  before  himfelf,  whereby  he  and  divers  of 
his  Servants  have  gotten  much  Riches,  and  your 
Subjects  fuffered  great  Wrongs.' 

4  XXII.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  to  aug- 
ment his  greai  Riches,  hath  caufed  divers  Pardons' 

granted 


Of   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.       49 

granted  by  the  Pope  to  be  fufpended,  which  could  KingHenryVr.il, 
not  be  revived  till  that  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  were 
rewarded,   and  alfo  have  a  yearly  Penfion  of  the 
faid  Pardon.* 

*  XXIII.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  not  re- 
garding your  Laws  nor  Juftice,  of  his  extort  Power, 
hath  put  out  divers  and  many  Farmers  of  his  Lands, 
and  alfo  Patents  of  the  Archbifhoprick  of  York,  and 
Bifhoprick  of  Wmckejier,  and  of  the  Abbey  of  St. 
Albany  which  had  good  and  fufficient  Grant  thereof 
by  your  Laws.' 

*  XXIV.  Alfo,  the  fame  Lord  Cardinal,  at  ma- 
ny Times  when  any  Houles  of  Religion  have  been 
void,  he  hath  fent  his  Officers  thither,  and  with 
crafty  Perfuafions  hath  induced  them  to  compromit 
their  Election  in  him.  And  that,  before  ever  he 
named,  or  confirmed  any  of  them,  he  and  his  Ser- 
vants received  fo  much  great  Goods  of  them,  that 
in  Manner  it  hath  been  to  the  undoing  of  the  Houfe." 

*  XXV.  Alfo,  by  his  Authority  Legantine,  the 
fame  Lord  Cardinal  hath  vifited  the  moft  Part  of 
the  Religious  Houfes  and  Colleges  in  this  your  Realm, 
hath  taken  of  them  the  twenty-finh  Part  of  their 
Livelihood,  to  the  great  Extortion  of  your  Subjects,  - 
and  Derogation  of  your  Laws,  and  Prerogative, 
and  no  Law  to  bear  him  fo  to  do/ 

*  XXVI.  Alfo,  when  Matters  have  been  near 
at  Judgment  by  Procefsat  your  Common  Law,  the 
fame  Lord  Cardinal  hath  not  only  given  and  fent 
Injunctions  to  the  Parties,  but  alfo  fent  for  your 
Judges,  and  exprefly  by  Threats  commanding  them 
to  defer  the  Judgment,  to  the  evident  Subverfion  of 
your  Laws,  if  the  Judges  would  fo  have  ceaied.' 

*  XXVII.  Alfo,  whereas  neither  the  Bifhoprick  of 
York,  nor  flKncbe/Ier,  nor  the  Abbey  of  St.  Albans, 
nor  the  Profit  of  his  Legation,  nor  the  Benefit  of 
the  Chancery,  nor  his  great  Penfion  out  of  France* 
nor  his  Wards,  and  other  inordinate  Takirg  could 
not  fuffice  him,  he  hath  m.;de  his  Son  IVinter  to 
fpend  Twenty -feven  Hundred  Pounds  by  Year, 
which  he  taketh  to  his  own  Ufe,  and  giveth  him 
not  paft  Two  Hundred  Pounds  yearly  to  live  uDon.* 

D  •  XXV1IX. 
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KiegHenryVUl.      "  XXVIII.  Alfo,  where  the  laid  Lord  Cardinal 
did  firft  fue  unto  your  Grace  to  have  your  Aflent  to 
be  Legatus  de  Latere,  he  promifed  and  folemnly 
protefted  before  your  Majefty,  and  before  the  Lords 
both  Spiritual  and  Temporal,    that  he  would  no- 
thing do  nor  attempt  by  Vertue  of  his  Legacy,  that 
fhould  be  contrary  to  your  gracious  Prerogative,  or 
Regality,  or  to  the  Damage  or  Prejudice  of  the  Ju- 
rifdi&ion  of  any  Ordinary,  and  that  by  his  Legacy 
no  Man  fhould  be  hurt  or  offended ;  and  upon  that 
Condition,  and  no  other,  he  was  admitted  by  your 
Grace  to  be  Legate  within  this  your  Realm,  which 
Condition  he  hath  broken,  as  is  well  known  to  all 
your  Subjedts.  And  when  that  he  made  this  Promife, 
he  was  bufy  in  his  Suit  at  Rome,  to  vifit  all  the  Cler- 
gy of  England,  both  exempt  and  not  exempt.* 

'  XXIX.  Alfo,  upon  the  Suit  of  the  faid  Lord 
Cardinal  at  Rome  to  have  his  Authority  Legantine, 
he  made  untrue  Surmife  to  the  Pope's  Holinefs 
againft  the  Clergy  of  your  Realm,  which  was,  that 
the  Regular  Perfons  of  the  faid  Clergy  had  given 
themfelves  in  reprobum  fenfum  ;  which  Words  St. 
Paul  writing  to  the  Romans  applied  to  abominable 
Sin:  Which  Slander  to  your  Church  of  England 
fhall  for  ever  remain  in  the  Regifter  at  Rome  againft 
the  Clergy  of  this  your  Realm.' 

«  XXX.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  had  the 
more  Part  of  the  Goods  of  Dr.  Smith,  late  Bifhop 
of  Lincoln,  Bifhop  Savage  of  York,  Mr.  Dalby, 
Arch-Deacon  of  Richmond,  "Mr.  Tonyers,  Dr.  Roth- 
all,  late  Bifhop  of  Durham,  and  of  Dr.  Fox,  late 
Bifhop  of  IVinchefler,  contrary  to  their  Wills,  and 
your  Laws  and  Juftice.' 

'  XXXI.  Alfo  at  the  Oyer  and  Terminer  at 
York,  Proclamation  was  made,  that  every  Man 
fhould  put  in  their  Bills  for  Extortion  of  Ordinaries, 
and  when  divers  Bills  were  put  in  againft  the  Officers 
of  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  of  Extortion,  for  taking 
Twelve-pence  of  the  Pound  for  Probation  of  Tefta- 
ments,  whereof  divers  Bills  were  found  before  Ju- 
ftice Fitz- Herbert  and  other  Commiflioners,  the 
fame  Lord  Cardinal  remov'd  the  fame  Indi&ments 
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into  the   Chancery  by  Certiorari,  and  rebuked  the  King  Henry  vjii, 
fame  Indictment  for  the  fame  Caufe.' 

4  XXXII.  Alfo,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  hath  buried, 
and  endeavoured  himfelfby  crafty  and  untrue  Tales  to 
make  Diflention  and  Debate  amongft  your  Nobles 
of  your  R<alm,  which  is  ready  to  be  proved.' 

«  XXXIII.  Alfo  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal's  Officers 
have  divers  Times  compelled  your  Subjects  to  ferve 
him  with  Carts  for  Carriage.  And  alfo  his  Servants 
have  taken  both  Corn  and  Cattle,  Fifh,  and  all  other 
Victuals  at  your  Grace's  Price,  or  under,  as  though 
it  had  been  for  your  Grace,  which  is  contrary  to 
the  Laws.' 

«  XXXIV.  Alfo,  the  laid  Lord  Cardinal  hath 
mitufed  himfelf  in  your  moft  honourable  Court,  in 
keeping  of  as  great  Eftate  there  in  your  Abfence,  as 
your  Grace  would  have  done,  if  you  had  been  there 
prefent  in  your  own  Perfon.' 

XXXV.  Alfo  his  Servants,  by  Vertue  of  your 
Commiffion  under  your  Broad  Seal  by  him  to  them 
given,  have  taken  Cattle,  and  all  other  Victuals  at 
as  low  Price  as  your  Purveyors  have  done  for  your 
Grace  by  your  Prerogative,  againft  the  Laws  of 
your  Realm.' 

'  XXXVI.  Alfo,  where  it  hath  been  accuftomed 
that  your  Purveyors  for  your  honourable  Houfhold 
have  had  yearly  out  of  your  Town  and  Liberty  of 
St.  Albans  Three  Hundred  or  Four  Hundred  Quar- 
ters of  Wheat,  Truth  it  is,  that  fince  the  Lord  Car- 
dinal had  the  Room  of  Abbot  there  your  faid  Pur- 
veyors could  not  be  fuffered  by  him,  and  his  Offi- 
cers, to  take  any  Wheat  within  the  faid  Tt  wn  or 
Liberties.' 

XXXVII.  Alfo  he  hath  diver?  Times  given  In- 
junction to  your  Servants,  that  have  been  for  Caufes 
before  him  in  the  Star- Chamber,  that  they  nor  other 
for  them  mould  make  Labour,  by  any  Manner  of 
Way  direclly  or  indirectly,  to  v cur  Grace,  to  ob- 
tain your  gracious  Favour  or  Pardon,  wnich  was  a 
prefumptuous  Intent  for  any  Subject.' 

4  XXXVIII    Alio  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal   did 
call  before  him  S.r  John  Stanley,  Knight,  which  had 
taken  a  F'arm  by  Covent-Seal  of  the  Abbot  ar.d  Con- 
D  z  vent 
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KingHenryVIH.  vent  of  Chejler^  and  afterwards  by  his  Power  and 
Might,  contrary  to  Right,  committed  the  faid  Sir  John 
Stanley  to  the  Prifon  of  Fleet  by  the  Space  of  an 
Year,  unto  fuch  Time  as  he  compelled  the  faid  Sir 
John  to  releafe  his  Covent-Seal  to  one  Legbe  of  Ad- 
lington,  which  married  one  Larke's  Daughter,  which 
Woman  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  kept,  and  had  with 
her  two  Children.  Thereupon  the  faid  Sir  John 
Stanley,  upon  Difpleafure  taken  in  his  Heart,  made 
himfelf  Monk  in  Weflminjier,  and  there  died.' 

'  XXXIX.  Alfo,  on  a  Time  your  Grace  being 
at  St.  Albans,  according  to  the  antient  Cuftom  ufed 
within  your  Verge,  your'Clerk  of  the  Market  doing 
his  Office,  did  prefent  unto  your  Officers  of  your 
moft  honourable  Houfhold  the  Prices  of  all  Manner 
of  Victuals,  within  the  Precindt  of  the  Verge,  and 
it  was  commanded  by  your  laid  Officers  to  fet  up  the 
faid  Prices  both  on  the  Gates  of  your  honourable 
Houfhold,  and  alfo  in  the  Market- Place  within  the 
Town  of  St.  Albans,  as  of  antient  Cuftom  it  hath 
been  ufed  ;  and  the  Lord  Cardinal  hearing  the  fame, 
prefumptuoufly,  and  not  like  a  Subject,  caufed  the 
forefaid  Prices  which  were  fealed  with  your  Grace's 
Seal,  accuftomably  ufed  for  the  fame,  to  be  taken 
off,  and  pulled  down  in  the  faid  Market- Place  where 
there  were  fet  up,  and  in  the  lame  Place  Jet  up  his 
own  Prices,  fealed  with  his  Seal,  and  would  if  it  had 
not  been  letted,  in  femblable  Manner  ufed  your  Seal 
Handing  upon  your  Grace's  Gates,  and  alfo  would 
of  his  prefumptuous  Mmd  have  openly  fet  in  the 
Stocks  within  your  laid  Town  your  Clerk  of  your 
Market.  By  which  Preemption  and  Ufurpation 
your  Grace  may  perceive,  that  in  his  Heart  he  hath 
reputed  himfelf  to  be  equal  with  your  Royal  Ma  jetty.' 
4  XL.  Alfo  the  f.ud  LordtCardinal,  of  his  further 
pompous  and  preiumptuous  Mind,  hath  en'erpriied 
to  join  and  imprint  the  Cardinal's  Hat  under  your 
Arms  in  your  Coin  of  Groats,  made  at  your  City 
of  York,  which  like  Deed  hv h  not  been  feen  to  have 
been  done  by  any  Subject  within  your  Realm  before 
this  Time. 
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*  XLT.  Alfo,  where  one  Sir  Edward  Jones,  KinsHearyVIII. 
Clerk,  Parfon  of  Crowley  in  the  County  of  Bucking- 
ham, in  the  18th  Year  of  your  moft  noble  Reign, 
lett  his  faid  Parfonage  with  all  Tythes,  and  other 
Profits  of  the  fame  to  one  William  Johnfon,  by  In- 
denture for  cenain  Years,  withm  which  Years  the 
Dean  of  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal's  College  in  Oxford 
pretended  Title  to  a  certain  Portion  of  Tythes 
within  the  faid  Parfonage,  fuppofing  the  fa:d  Portion 
to  belong  to  the  Parfonage  of  Chichelley,  which  was 
appropriated  to  the  Priory  of  Tykcford,  lately  fup- 
prefled  ;  where,  of 'Truth,  the  Parfons  of  Crowley 
have  been  peaceably  poiTefled  of  the  faid  Portion 
Time  out  of  Mind  :  Whereupon  a  Sub- poena  was 
directed  to  the  laid  John/on  to  appear  before  the  faid 
Lord  Cardinal  at  Hampton-Court ;  where,  without 
any  Bill,  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  committed  him  to 
the  Fleet,  where  he  remained  by  the  Space  of  twelve 
Weeks,  becaufe  he  would  not  depart  with  the  laid 
Portion ;  and  at  the  laft,  upon  a  Recognizance 
made,  that  he  mould  appear  before  the  faid  L  Td 
Cardinal  wherefoever  he  was  commanded,  ~e  was 
delivered  out  of  the  Fleet.  Howbeit,  as  yet  the 
faid  Portion  is  fo  kept  from  him,  that  he  dare  not 
deal  with  it. 

'  XL II.  Alfo,  where  one  Martin  Docowra,  had 
a  Leafe  of  the  Manor  of  Ball/all,  in  the  County  of 
Warwick,  for  a  Term  of  certain  Years,  an  Injunc- 
tion came  to  him  out  of  the  Chancery,  by  Writ, 
upon  Pain  of  One  Thoufand  Pounds,  that  he  mould 
avoid  the  PofTeffion  of  the  fame  Manor,  and  fufFer 
Sir  George  Throgmorton,  Knt.  to  take  the  Profits 
of  the  lame  Manor,  to  the  Time  the  Matter  de- 
pending in  the  Chancery  between  the  Lord  of  St, 
Johns,  and  the  faid  Docowra,  were  difcufTed ;  and 
yet  the  faid  Docowra  never  made  Anfwer  in  the 
Chancery,  nor  ever  was  called  into  the  Chancery 
for  that  Matter.  And  now  of  late  he  hath  received 
the  like  Injunction,  upon  Pain  of  Two  Thoufand 
Pounds,  contrary  to  the  Courfe  of  the  Common 
Law, 

D  3  «  XLIIL 
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King  Henry VIII.  *  XLI1I.  Alio,  whereas  in  the  Parliament  Cham- 
ber, and  in  open  Parliament,  C  omm.nication  and 
Devices  were  ,had  and  moved,  wherein  mention 
was,  by  an  Incident,  made  of  Matters  touching 
Herefies,  and  erroneous  Seels,  it  was  fpoken,  and  re- 
ported by  one  Bifhop  there  being  preient,  and  con- 
firmed by  a  good  Number  of  the  lame  Bifhops  in 
prefence  of  all  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
then  afl'embled,  that  two  of  the  faid  Bifhops  were 
minded  and  defired  to  repair  unto  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  for  Examinaiion,  Refbimation,  and 
Correction  of  fuch  Errors  as  then  feemed,  and  were 
reported  to  reign  amongft  the  Students  and  Scho- 
lars of  the  fame,  as  well  touching  the  Lutheran 
Seel  and  Opinions,  as  otherwise  ;  the  Lord  Cardi- 
nal informed  of  the  good  Minds  and  Intents  of  the 
j'aid  two  Bifhops  in  that  Behalf,  exprefly  inhibited 
and  commanded  them  in  ho  wife  fo  to  do.  By 
Means  whereof  the  fame  Errors  (as  they  affirmed) 
crept  more  Abroad,  and  took  greater  Place ;  faying 
furthermore,  that  it  was  not  in  their  Defaults  that 
the  faid  Herefies  were  not  punifhed,  but  in  the  faid 
Lord  Cardinal ;  and  that  it  was  no  Reafon  any 
Blame,  or  Lack  fhould  be  arretted  unto  them  for 
his  Offence.  Whereby  it  evidently  appeareth,  that 
the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  befides  all  other  heinous 
Offences,  hath  been  the  Impeacher  and  Diflurber  of 
due  and  dirett  Correction  of  Herefies  ;  being  highly 
to  the  Danger,  and  Peril  of  the  whole  Body,  and 
good  Chriftian  People  of  this  your  Realm.' 

*  XLIV.  Finally,  for  as  much  as  by  the  forefaid 
Articles  is  evidently  declared  to  your  moft  Royal 
Majefty,  that  the  Lord  Cardinal  by  his  outrageous 
Pride  hath  greatly  fhadowed  a  long  Seafon  your 
Grace's  Honour,  which  is  moll  highly  to  be  regarded, 
and  by  his  infatiable  Avarice  and  ravenous  Appetite 
to  have  Riches  and  Treafure  without  Mealure,  hath 
fo  gnevouily  oppreffed  your  poor  Subjects,  with  fo 
manifold  Crafts  of  Bribery  and  Extortion,  that  the 
Common- Wealth  of  this  your  Grace's  Realm  is 
thereby  gre.ttly  decayed,  and  impoverished  :  And 
alio  by  his  Cruelty,  Iniquity,  Affection,  and  Parti- 
ality 
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ality  hath  fubverted  the  due  Courfe  and  Order  of  KingHenryVm. 
your   Grace's  Laws,   to  the  undoing  of  a  great 
Number  of  your  loving  People." 

'  Pleafe  it  your  Royal  Majefty  therefore,  of  your 
excellent  Goodnefs  towards  the  Weale  of  this  your 
Realm,  and  Subjects  of  the  fame,  to  fet  fuch  Order 
and  Direction  upon  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal,  as  may- 
be to  the  terrible  Example  of  others  to  beware  fo  to 
offend  your  Grace,  and  your  Laws  hereafter.  And 
that  he  be  fo  provided  for,  that  he  never  have  any 
Power,  Jurisdiction  or  Authority,  hereafter  to 
trouble,  vex,  and  impoverifh  the  Common-Wealth 
©f  this  your  Realm,  as  he  hath  done  heretofore,  to 
the  great  Hurt  and  Damage  of  every  Man  almoft, 
high  and  low.  Which  for  your  Grace  fo  doing, 
will  daily  pray,  as  their  Duty  is,  to  Almighty  God, 
for  the  profperous  Eftate  of  your  mod  Royal  Majefty 
long  to  indure  in  Honour,  and  good  Health,  to  the 
Pleal'ure  of  God,  and  your  Hearts  raoft  Defire. 

Subfcribed  the  ill  Day  of  December  the  twenty- 
firft  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King 
Henry  VIII. 

7 More,  (a)  T.  D*Arcy, 

T.  Norfolk,  7.  Rochford, 

Char.  Suffolk?,  W.  Mount  joy  % 

fba.  Dorp,  Will.  Sandys, 

H.  Exeter,  Will.  Fitzwilliam, 

G.  Shrewjbury,  Henry  Guldeford, 

R.  Fitzwalter,  ,  5  Anthony  Fitzberbertt 

Jo.  Oxynford,  W I  John  Fitz- James. 
H.  Northumberland, 

It  appears  by  the  Names  of  the  Lords  who  fign'd 
thefe  Articles,  that  they  were  drawn  up  by  a  Com- 
mittee, appointed  for  that  Purpofe.  And  being 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  whole  Houfe,  they  were 
firft  prefented  to  the  King,  and  then  a  Copy  of 
them  was  fent  down  to  the  Lower  Houfe,  for  their 
Perufal  and  Approbation.  But,  amongft  the  Com- 
mons, the  Cardinal's  Caufe  was  fo  well  defended  by 

his 

(a)  Lord  Chancellor 

(b)  Thefe  laft  were  the  two  Lord  Chief  Juiliccs  at  that  Time 
Ducdale**  Summons,  zi,  H,  VIII. 
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KingHenryVUl.his  Secretary,  Cromwell,  then  a  Member  (V),  that  he 
abfolutely  cleared  his  Mailer  from  any  Charge  of 
Treaion,  and  he  was  fully  acquitted  thereof.    From 

^ukted.  X  this  honcft  Beginning,  fays  Lord  Herbert,  Thomas 
Cromwell  dated  his  future  Reputation. 

A  late  Hiftorian  (d)  remarks,  '  That  though  the 

*  Attorney  General,  Hales,  had  accufed  the  Cardi- 
'  nal,  in  'he  Star-  Chamber,  of  breaking  the  Statute 
'  of  Pramunire,  and  exercifing  his  Office  of  Legate 
'  a  Latere,  without  the  King's  Licence  ;    yet,  in 

*  the  Articles  above,  exhibited  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 

*  againil  him,  there  was  no  fuch  Thing.  Becaufe, 
'  adds  he,  it  would  have  been  contrary  to  Equity 
'  to  accufe  the  Cardinal  of  exercifing  the  Authority 
'of  a  Legate,  without  the  King's  Permiflion,  when 

*  the  King  was  known  to  confent  to  it  ;  tho'  not 
'  in  the  Manner  prefcribed  by  the  Law.'  But 
though  the  Cardinal  efcaped  this  Blow,  he  never 
was  re- inflated  again  in  the  King's  Favour.  And, 
as  his  bitter  Enemies  took  all  Opportunities  to  de- 
flroy  him,  they  at  length  prevailed  upon  the  King  to 
caufe  him  to  be  arretted,  at  his  Caftle  of  Cawood, 
and  brought  up  to  London,  for  another  Trial.  But 
a  fuperior  Summons,  to  a  much  higher  Tribunal, 
took  him  at  Leicefler  ;  where  he  died,  Nov.  zj,  7530, 
with  thele  remarkableWords  in  his  Mouth  ;  If  I  had 
ferved  my  God  ivith  half  t be  Zeal  that  I  have  ferved 
my  King,  he  would  not  in  my  Grey  Hairs  have  thus 

forfaken  me  ! 

"Before  the  Cardinal  died,  the  Pope's  Supremacy 
in  England  began  to  lofe  Ground  ;  and  Clement  VII. 
having  abfolutely  denied  to  confirm  the  Divorce, 
Henry,  in  his  Turn,  refolvcd  to  inquire  what 
Authority  the  Pope  had  in  his  Dominions.  And, 
as  it  feems  to  us,  the  fame  Parliament  that  made 
the  above  Stroke  at  Cardinal  Wo  fey,  carried  it  (till 
farther  againil  the  Papal  Authority.  Luther's  Doc- 
trine was  now  fecretly  admitted  into  many  Places 

of 

(r)  Biflnp  Godwin  writes,  that  t'le  Cardinal  had  purpofely  got 
him  elected  a  Member  of  the  lower  Houfe,  in  order  to  defend  him. 

Annah  '/"Henry  VIH.  £V. 
(d)  Safin' sHi?..  of  England,  Vol.  1.  p.  726. 


His  Peath. 


Lather's    Doc 
trine    gii.is 
Ground. 
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of  the  Kingdom,  with  much  Approbation  ;  and  Kins  Henry Vllt. 
gave  fuch  Impreffions,  that  even  the  moft  ignorant 
began  to  examine,  whether  the  Errors  then  ordina- 
rily controverted,  did  belong  to  the  Doclrine,  or 
to  the  Government  of  the  Church.  And  thb  alone, 
fays  Lord  Herbert,  as  it  was  the  firft  Step,  fo  was  it 
a  great  and  bold  Sally  towards  that  Reformation 
which  afterwards  followed. 

Many  Abufes   which  the   Laity  received  daily 
from  the   Clergy  were  loudly  complained  of ;  and 
the  King,  being  now  willing  that  they  mould  be 
ftrictly  enquired   into,  referred  the  Redrefs  thereof 
to  the  Commons  in  this  Parliament.     Complaints 
alfo  being   made  in    that  Houfe  (e),  againft  Ex-. Bil,sforrefon»: 
actions  for  Prcbats  of  Teftimonies  and  Mortuaries  j'thVckrgy?" 
for  Pluralities,  Non-refidence,  and   againft   Priefts 
that  were  Farmers  of  Lands,  Tanners,  Wool -buy- 
ers,   fcrV.    the  Spirituality  were   much  offended  at 
thefe  Proceedings ;  and  when  the  Bills  for  regulating 
thefe  Exorbitances,  were  brought  before  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  John  Fi/ber,  Bifhop  of  Rochefter,  made 
a  remarkable  Speech  againft  them.     As  the  Deiign 
©f  thefe  Inquiries  is  to  preferve  an  exadl  Impartia- 
lity, we  fhall  give  this  Speech  verbatim  ;    as  it  is  . 
printed  in  a  fmall  Treadle  on  the  Life  and  Death  of 
that  Prelate  (/). 
My  Lords, 

1  Here  are   certain  Bills    exhibited   againft   thcBiAoP  fiber's 
«  Clergy,    wherein    there  are    Complaints  made  S£^ agamft 

*  againft  the  Vicioufnefs,  Idlenels,  Rapacity,  and 
'  Cruelty  of  Bifhops,  Abbots,  Priefts,  and  their 
'  Officials.     But,    my  Lords,  are   all  vicious,  all 

*  idle,  all  ravenous  and  cruel  Priefts,  or  Bifhops? 

*  And,  for  fuch  as  are  fuch,  are  there  not  Laws 
'  provided  already  againft  fuch  ?  Is  there  any  A- 
'  bufe  that  we  do  not  feek  to  reclify  ?  Or,  can 

*  there  be  fuch  a  Rectification  as  that  there  fhall  be 
c  no  Abufes  ?    Or,  are  not  Clergymen  to  re&ify 

«  the 

(c)  Thefe  Complaints  were  drawn  up  into  fix  Articles,  and  arc  ia 
Fox's  sltls  and  Monument*,  Vol.  II.  p    907.  Edit.  X595. 

(f)  The  Life  and  Death  cf  John  F=fter,  Bijbop  of  Rochefter,  &c. 
By  Dr  Thomas  Bailey,  i2mo.    Loud,  i6jj.    Repunted  Ann*  1739. 
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the  Abufes    of  the  Clergy  ?    Or,  fhall  Men  find 
fault   with    other  Men's  Manners,    while  thejr 
forget  their  own  ;  and  punifh  where  they  have  no 
Authority  to  correft  ?  If  we  be  not  executive  in 
our  Laws  let  each  Man  fuffer  for  his  Delinquen- 
cy ;  or,  if  we  have  not  Power,  aid  us  with  your 
Afliftance,  and  we  fhall  give  you  Thanks.     But, 
my  Lords,  I  hear  there  is  a  Motion  made,  that 
the  fmall  Monasteries  fhould  be  given  up  into  the 
King's  Hands,  which  makes  me  fear  that  it  is  not 
fo  much  the  Good  as  the  Goods  of  the  Church 
that  is  looked  after.     Truly,  my  Lords,  how  this 
may  found  in  your  Ears  I  cannot  tell,  but  to  me 
it  appears  no  orherwife,  than  as  if  our  holy  Mo- 
ther the  Church  were  to  become  a  Bondmaid,  and 
now  brought  into  Servility  and  Thraldom  ;    and 
by  little  and  little  to  be  quite  banifh'd  cut  of  thofe 
Dwelling- Places,  which  the  Piety  and  Liberality 
of  our  Forefathers,  as  mod  bountiful  Benefactors, 
have  conferred  upon  her.     Otherwife,  to  what 
tendeth  thefe    portentous  and  curious   Petitions 
from   the   Commons  ?    1  o  no  other  Intent  or 
Purpofe,  but  to  bring  the   Clergy  in   Contempt 
with  the  Laity,  that   they  may  feize  their  Patri- 
mony.    B.;t,  my   Lords,    beware  of  yourfelves 
and  your  Country  ;  beware  of  your  Holy  Mother 
the  Carholick  Church  ;  the  People  are  fubject  to 
Novelties,  and  Luther  anifm  fpreads  itfelf  amongft 
us.      Remember  Germany   and  Bohemia,    what 
Miferies  are  befallen   them  already,  and   let  our 
Neighbours  Houfes  that  are  now  on  Fire  teach  us 
to  beware  of  our  own  Difafters.    Wherefore,  my 
Lords,    I  will  tell    you  plainly  what  I  think  -, 
that,  except  ye  refill  manfully,  by  your  Autho- 
rities, this  violent  Heap  of  Mifchiefs  offered  by 
the  Commons,  you  fhall  fee  all  Obedience  firft 
drawn  from  the  Clergy,  and  fecondly  from  your- 
felves ;  and  if  you  fearch  into  the  true  Caufes  of 
all  thefe  Mifchiefs  which  reign  amengft  them, 
you   fhall  find  that  they  all  aiife  through  Want  of 
Faith: 

The   fame  Authority  tells  us,  that  this  Speech 

pleafed 
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pleafed  or  difpleafed  feveral  of  theHoufe  of  Lords,  King HenryVIH. 

as  they  were  diverily  inclined  to  forward  or  flatter 

the  King's  Defigns.      But,  amongft  them  all,  none 

made  a  Reply  to  it  but  only  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 

who  faid  to  the  Bifhop,  '  My  Lord  of  Rocbe/ler, 

'  many  of  thefe  Words  might  have  been  well  fpar- 

'  ed  ;  but  I  wift  it  is  often  feen  that  the  greateft 

*  Clerks  are  not  always  the  wifeft  Men.'  To 
which  the  Bifhop  reply'd,  *  My  Lord,  I  do  not 
c  remember  any  Fools  in  my  Time  that  ever  prov'd 

*  great  Clerks.' 

When  the  Lower  Houfe  heard  of  this  Speech,  they  which  Is  refe»t- 
conceived  fo  great  Indignation  againft  the  Bifhop,  <nJ^<  e  om" 
that  they  immediately  fent  their  Speaker,  Audley, 
attended  with  a  Number  of  the  Members,  to  com- 
plain of  it  to  the  King  ;  and  to  let  his  Majefty 
know,  '  How  grievoufly  they  thought  themfelves 
'  injur'd  thereby,  for  charging  them  with  Lack  of 

*  Faith,  as  if  they  had  been  Infidels  or  Hereticks,' 
13 c.  To  fatisfy  the  Commons,  the  King  fent  for 
the  Bifhop  of  Rochejler  to  come  before  him  ;  when 
being  prefent,  the  King  demanded  of  him,  why  he 
fpoke  in  fuch  a  Manner  ?    The  Prelate  anfwered, 

*  That  being  in   Parliament,  he  fpuke   his  Mind 

*  freely  in  Defence  of  the  Church,  which  he  faw 
'  daily  injur'd  and  epprefs'd  by  the  common  People, 

*  whofe  Office  it  was  not  to  judge  of  her  Manners, 
c  much  lefs  to  reform  them.  And  therefore,  he 
'  faid,  he  thought  himfelf  in  Confcience  bound  to 
'  defend  her,  in  all  that  lay  within  his  Power.* 
However,   the    King    adviied   him,    '  To  ufe  his 

*  Words  more  temperately  another  Time.'  Which 
v/as  all  he  faid  to  him. 

But  the  Injury  he  Commons  thought  they  had 
received,  by  this  Reflection,  was  not  fo  eafily  di- 
geftcd  ;  for,  one  of  the  Members  making  ufe  of 
the  Go/pel  Doctrine  fo  far,  fays  the  noble  Hi(to- 
rian,  as  to  t.ke  a  reiu'onabie  Liberty  to  judg^  of 
Things  ;  and.  br:ngpiqu'd  ar  the  Bifhop  tor  laying 
it-ail  on  Want  of  Faith,  lfood  up  in  that  Houfe  and 
fpuke  to  this  Effect  [g) : 

«  If 

(g)  Lortf  Hcrberi.  sLifc  ofHtarytbe  Eighth,  p.  295.  It  is  Pity  he 

hftth 
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Mr  Speaker, 
'  If  none  elfe  but  the  Bifhop  of  RocheJIer  or  his 
Adherents  did  hold  this  Language,  it  would  lefx 
trouble  me.  But  fince  fo  many  religious  and  dif- 
ferent Sects,  now  confpicuous  in  the  whol« 
World,  do  not  only  vindicate  unto  themfelves 
the  Name  of  the  true  Church,  but  labour  betwixt 
Invitations  and  Threats  for  nothing  more  than 
to  make  us  refign  our  Faith  to  a  Ample  Obedience  ; 
I  (hall  crave  Leave  to  propofe,  what  I  think  fit 
in  this  Cafe  for  us  Laiques  and  Secular  Perfons  to 
do.  Not  that  I  will  make  my  Opinion  any  Rule 
to  others  when  any  better  Expedient  fha  1  be  offer- 
ed, but  that  I  would  be  glad  we  confidered  hereof, 
as  the  grea'eft  Affair  that  doth  or  may  concern  us. 
'  For  if  in  all  human  Actions  it  be  hard  to  find 
that  Medium  or  even  ^emper  which  may  keep 
us  from  declining  into  Ex're.ims,  it  will  be  much 
more  difficult  in  religious  Worfhip  ;  both  as  the 
Path  is  fuppofed  narrower,  and  the  Precipices 
more  dangerous  on  every  Side.  And  becaufetach 
Man  is  created  by  G01  a  free  Citizen  of  the 
World,  and  obliged  to  nothing  fo  much  a?,  the 
Inquiry  of  thole  Means  by  which  he  may  attain 
his  everLfting  Happinefs,  it  will  be  fit  to  examine 
to  whole  Tuition  and  Conduct  he  commit  himfclf. 
For  as  feveral  Teachers,  not  only  d.ffering  in 
Language,  Habit,  and  Ceremony,  or  at  leaft  in 
(ome  of  thife,  but  peremptory  and  oppofite  in  their 
Doctrine?,  prefent:hcmiVlves,  much  Circumfpec- 
tion  muft  be  ufed.  Here  then  taking  his  Prolpect, 
he  mall  find  ihefe  Guides  directing  him  to  feveral 
Ways,  whereof  the  firft  yet  extends  no  further 
than  to  the  Laws  and  Religions  of  each  Man's 
n  tive  Soil  or  Diocefe,  without  palling  thofe 
Bounds.  The  fecond,  reaching  much  further, 
biarches  itfelf  into  that  Diverfity  of  Religions  and 
Phiiolophies,    that  not  only  are,  but  have  been 

*  extant 

hath  rot  !^ft  us  the  Nime  of  this  Speaker.  Hall  only  fays,  he  was 
*  Ge  tl  mm  of  Greys  Inn  j  and,  in  the  Debate,  when  ancient 
C'iP-rm  was  urg'di-  De'ence  of  theCleigy,  he  laid,  The  Ufage  batb 
et.tr  been  fur  Tbteva  to nb  m  Shooter's  Hill  :  Ergo,  Is  it  lawful? 

Fol.  i*0. 
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extant  in  former  Times,  until  he  be  able  to  deter-  KingHenryVin. 
mine  which  is  beft.  But  in  either  of  thefe,  no 
no  little  Difficulties  will  occur.  For,  if  each 
Man  ought  to  be  fecure  of  all  that  is  taught  at 
home,  without  enquiring  further,  how  can  he 
anl'wer  his  Confcience  ?  When  looking  abroad, 
the  Terrors  of  everlafting  Damnation  fhall  be 
denounced  on  him,  by  the  feveral  Hierarchies  and 
vifible  Churches  of  the  World,  if  he  believe  any 
Do&rine  but  theirs.  And  that,  amorgft  thefe 
again,  fuch  able  and  under  (landing  Perlbns  may 
be  found,  as  in  all  other  Affair*  will  equal  his 
Teachers.  Will  it  be  St  that  he  believe,  God  hath 
infpir'd  his  own  Church  and  Religion  only,  and 
deferted  the  reft  ;  when  yet  Mankind  is  lb  much 
of  one  Offspring,  th2t  it  hath  not  only  the  fame 
Pater  Communis  in  God,  but  is  come  all  from  the 
fame  carnal  Anceftors  ?  Shall  each  Man,  without 
more  Examination,  believe  his  Priefts  in  what 
Religion  foever  ;  and  when  he  hath  done,  call 
their  Dodtrine  his  Faith  ?  On  the  other  Side,  if 
he  muft  argue  Controverfies  before  he  can  be  fa- 
tisfied,  how  much  Lei  ure  muft  be  obtain  ?  How 
much  Wealth  and  Subftance  muft  he  confume  ? 
How  many  Languages  muft  he  lerrn  ?  And  how 
many  Authors  muft  he  read  ?  How  many  Ages 
muft  he  look  into  ?  How  many  Faiths  muft  he 
examine  ?  How  many  Expcfitions  muft  he  con- 
fer, and  how  many  Contradictions  reconcile  ? 
How  many  Countries  muft  he  wander  into,  and 
how  many  Dangers  muft  he  run  ?  Briefly,  would 
not  our  L'te  on  thele  Terms  be  a  perpetual  Pe- 
regrination j  whi'e  e -.cl.  M.»n  poked  in:o  the 
others  Country  to  leai  he  Way  to  Heaven, 
without  yet  that  he  ecu  d  fay  at  Lift  he  had 
known  or  try'd  all  ?  What  remain?  then  to  be 
done  ?  Muft  he  take  all  th.'.t  each  Prieft,  upon 
Pretence  of  Infpiration,  would  teach  him,  be- 
caufe  it  might  be  fo  ;  or,  may  he  leave  all  becule  it 
might  beotherwile  ?  Cert?inly,  to  embrace  all  Re- 
gions, according  to  tlv  ir  various  and  repugn  :nt 
Rites,  Tenets,  Traditions  and  Faiths,  is   imoof- 

'  fible. 
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KingHenryvnr.^  fible,  when  yet  in  one  Age  it  were  not  poflible, 
after  incredible  Pains  and  Expences,  to  learn  out 
and  number  them.  On  the  other  Side,  to  reject  all 
Religions  indifferently  is  as  impious,  there  being  no 
Nation  that  in  fomeKind  or  other  doth  not  worfhip 
God ;  fo  that  there  will  be  aNeceflity  todiftinguifh. 
Not  yet  that  any  Man  will  be  able,  upon  Com- 
panion, to  difcern  which  is  the  perfecteft,  among 
the  many  proteiTed  in  the  whole  World  ;  each  of 
them  being  of  that  large  Extent,  that  no  Man's 
Underftanding  will  ferve  to  comprehend  it  in  its 
uttermoft  Latitude  and  Signification.  But,  at  leaft, 
that  every  Man  might  vindicate  and  fever  in  his 
particular  Religion,  the  more  eflential  anddemon- 
ftrative  Parts  from  the  reft,  without  being  mov'd 
fo  much  at  the  Threats  and  Promifes  of  any  other 
Religion  that  would  make  him  obnoxious,  as 
to  depart  from  this  Way  :  There  being  no  ordi- 
nary Method  fo  intelligible,  ready,  and  compen- 
dious, for  conducting  each  Man  to  his  defir'd 
End.  Having  thus  therefore  recollected  himfelf, 
and  together  implor'd  the  Affiftance  of  that  Su- 
preme God  whom  all  Nations  acknowledge,  he 
mull  labour  in  the  next  Place,  to  find  out  what 
inward  Means  his  Providence  hath  deliver'd,  to 
difcern  the  true  not  only  from  the  falfe,  but  even 
from  the  1  kely  and  poffible  ;  each  of  them  requir- 
ing a  peculiar  Scrutiny  and  Conlideration.  Nei- 
ther mail  he  fly  thus  to  particular  Reafon,  which 
may  loon  lead  him  to  Herely  ;  but  after  a  due  Se- 
paration of  the  more  doubtful  and  controverted 
Parts,  fhall  hoi'  himfelf  to  common,  authentick, 
and  univerfal  Truths,  and  coniequently  inform 
himfelf,  what  in  the  feveral  Articles  propofed  to 
him  is  fo  taught,  as  it  is  firlt  written  in  the  Heart, 
and  together  deliver'd  in  all  the  Laws  and  Religi- 
gions  he  can  hear  of  in  the  whole  World  :  This 
certainly  can  never  deceive  him  ;  firce  there- 
in he  fhall  find  out  how  far  the  Imprelfions  of 
God's  Wifdom  and  Goodnels  are  extant  in  all 
Mankind,  and  to  whar  1  )egrees  his  univerfal  Pro- 
vidence hath  dilated  itfell  j  while  thus  afcending 

«  w 
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c  to  God  by  the  fame  Steps  he  defcends  to  us,  he  KingH«nry vill. 
c  cannot  fail   to    encounter   the  Divine  Majefty. 

*  Neither  ought  it  to  trouble  him  if  he  find  thefe 
'  Truths  varioufly  complicated  with  Difficulties  or 

*  Errors  ;  fince,  without  infilling  on  more  Points 

*  than  what  are  clearly   agreed  on  every  Side,  it 

*  will  be  his  Part  to  reduce  them  into  Method  and 

*  Order ;  which  alfo  is  not  hard,  they  being  but 

*  few,   and  apt  for  Connection  :   So  that  it  will 
'  concern  our  feveral  Teachers  to   imitate  us  in 

*  this  Doclrine,  before  they  come  to  any  particu- 

*  hr  Direction  ;    left  otherwife  they  do  like  thofe 
'  who  would   perfuade  us  to  renounce  Day- light 

*  to  ftudy  only  by  their  Candle.     It  will  be  worth 
'  the  Labour,  affuredly,    to  enquire  how  far  thefe 

*  univerfal  Notions  will  guide  us,  before  we  commit 

*  ourfelves  to  any  of  their  abftrufe  and  fcholaftick 
'  Myfteries,  or  fupernatural  and  private  Revelations. 

*  Not  yet  but  that  they  alio  may  challenge  a  juft 

*  Place  in  our  Belief,  when  they  are  de'ivePd  upon 

*  wairantable  Teftimony  ;    but  that  they  cannot 

*  be  underftood  as  fo  indifferent  and  infallible  Prin- 
'  ciples  for  the  Inftruftion  of  all  Mankind. 

c  Thus,  among  many  fuppofed  inferior  and  quefti- 

*  onable  Deities,  worfhiped  in  the  four  Quarters  of 

*  the  World,  we  (hall  frnd  one  Chief  fo  taught  us, 

*  as  above  others  to  be  highly  reverenced.' 

'  Among  many  Rites,    Ceremonies,  Volumes, 
'  &fV.  deliver'd  us  as  Jnftruments  or  Parts  of  his 

*  Worfhip,  he  (hall  find  Virtue  fo  eminent,  as  it 
'  alone  concludes  and  fums  up  the  reft.     In>omuch 

*  as  there  is  no  Sacrament  which  is  not  finally  re- 

*  folv'd  into  it  ;  good  Life,  Charity,  Faith  in  and 

*  Love  of  God,  being  fuch  necefiVy  and  effential 
'  Parts  of  Religion,  that  all  the  reft  are  finally  clos'd 
'  and  deiermin'd  in  them.' 

'  Among  the  many  Expiations,  Luftrations,  and 
'  Propitiations  for  our  Sins,  taught  in  the  levers  I 

*  Quarters  of  the  World  in  fundry  Times,  we  (hall 

*  find  that  none  doth  avail  without  heartv  Sor-    w 
4  for  our  Sins,  and  a  true  Repentance  towards  Cod, 

*  whom  we  nave  offended.' 

'  And 
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KingHeniyVili.  «  And  Iaftly,  amidft  the  divers  Places  and  Man- 
ners of  Reward  and  Puniihment,  which  former 
Ages  have  deliver'd,  we  fhall  find  God's  Juftice 
and  Mercy  not  fo  limited,  but  that  he  can  extend 
either  of  them  even  beyond  Death,  and  confe- 
quently  recompence  or  chaftife  eternally.  Thefe 
therefore,  as  univerfal  and  undoubted  Truths, 
mould  in  my  Opinion  be  firft  receiv'd  ;  they  will 
at  leaft  keep  us  from  Impiety  and  Atheifm,  and 
together  lay  a  Foundation  for  God's  Service  and 
the  Hope  of  a  better  Life.  Befides,  it  will  reduce 
Mens  Minds  from  uncertain  and  controverted 
Points  to  a  folid  Practice  of  Virtue  ;  or  when  we 
fall  from  it,  to  an  unfeigned  Repentance  and 
Purpofe  through  God's  Grace  to  amend  our  finful 
Life  ;  without  making  Parion  fo  eafy,  cheap  or 
mercenary  as  fome  of  them  do.  Laflly,  it  will 
difpofc  us  to  a  general  Concord  and  Peace  j  for 
when  we  are  agreed  concerning  thefe  eternal 
Caufes  and  Means  of  our  Salvation,  why  fhould 
we  fo  much  differ  for  the  reft  ?  Since  as  thefe 
Principles  exclude  nothing  of  Faith  or  Tradition, 
in  what  Age  or  Manner  foever  it  interven'd ; 
each  Nation  may  be  permitted  the  Belief  of  any 
pious  Miracle  that  conduceth  to  God's  Glory; 
without  that,  on  this  Occafion,  we  need  to  fcan- 
dalize  or  offend  each  other.  The  common  Tru:hs 
in  Religion,  formerly  mentioned,  being  firmer 
Bonds  of  Unity,  than  that  any  Thing  emergent 
out  of  Traditions,  whether  written  or  unwritten, 
fhould  diflblve  them.  Let  us  therefore  eftablifh 
and  fix  thefe  Catholick  or  univerfal  Notions ; 
they  v/ill  not  hinder  us  to  believe  whatfoever 
elfeis  fakhfully  taught  upon  the  Authority  of  the 
Church.  So  that  whether  the  Eaftern,  Weftern, 
Northern,  or  Southern  Teachers,  &c.  and  par- 
ticularly whether  my  Lord  of  Rochejler,  Luthery 
Eccius,  Zuino/iuSy  Ere.fmus,  Melanftbon^  &c. 
be  in  the  Right,  we  Laicks  may  fo  build  upon 
thefe  Cathol'ck  and  infallible  Grounds  of  Religion, 
as  whatfoever  Super  ft  ru&ures  of  Faith  be  rais'd, 
thefe  Foundations  yet  may  fupport  them.' 

This 
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This  Speech  was  differently  taken,  alfo,  by  thofe  King  Henry vm. 
who  were  ftill  Friends,  or  Enemies,  to  the  Church  .     . 

of  Rome.  However,  the  Majority  being  of  the  Reh™  f°t  oa 
latter  Opinion,  a  Reformation  in  Religion  was  re- foot, 
folved  upon,  as  far  as  was  confiftent  with  the  efta- 
blifhed  Laws  of  the  Kingdom.  Thefe  Things, 
fays  Hall,  againft  the  Power  of  the  Clergy,  before 
this  Time,  durft  not  be  attempted,  or  even  talked 
of;  unlefs  a  Man  would  run  the  hazard  of  being 
judged  an  Heretick,  and  lote  all  that  he  had.  For, 
as  the  Bifhops  were  always  Chancellors,  and  had 
the  fole  Rule  about  the  King,  no  Man  durft  pre-  < 

fume  to  attempt  any  Thing  cpntr.ry  to  their  Wills 
and  Advantage.  But  now  an  Acl:  was  made  to  fet-  A£b  pafled  In 
tie  the  Fees  for  Probats  of  Wills,  and  for  Mor-  Pp™«  there* 
tuaries.  Moreover,  Spiritual  Perfons  were  abridged 
from  taking  of  Farms,  and  from  Pluralities  of  Liv- 
ings, unlefs  they  were  qualified  by  certain  Univer- 
fity  Degrees,  or  by  the  Nobility,  to  Whom  a  com- 
petent Number  of  Chaplains  were  afligncd.  Non- 
refidence,  alio,  then  very  ufual,  was  forbidden,  ex* 
cept  in  fome  Cafes  j  the  reft  explained  and  inter- 
preted (h). 

But  there  was  another  Bill  pafied  in  this  Parlia- 
ment, which,  becaufe  of  its  lingular  Nature  and 
that  it  is  not  printed  with  the  other  Statutes,  Bifhop 
Burnet  hath  thought  fit  to  publifli  in  the  Collection 
of  Records,  at  the  End  of  his  firft  Volume  of  the 
Reformation  (i).  The  Bill  bears,  in  its  Preamble, 
the  higheft  Flattery  th^jt  could  be  put  in  Paper,  of 
the  great  Things  the  King  had  done  for  the  Church 
and  Nation,  in  which  he  had  been  at  vaft  Expences : 
That  divers  of  his  Subjects  had  lent  great  Sums  of 
Money,  which  had  been  all  well  employed  in  the 
Publick  Service  ;  and  whereas  the  Lenders  had  Se-  , 
curity  for  the  Payment,  the  Parliament  did  offer 
all  thefe  Sums,  fo  lent.,  to  the  King,  and  difcharged 
him  of  all  the  Obligations  or  Alignments  made  for 

Vol.  III.  E  their 

(b)  See  Statutes  at  large,  21  Henry  VIII. 

(»')     Bornf.t'i   Hijiory     of  the  Reformation,  in    the    j4f>jjtridi.xt 
No.  3 1 .    Alfo,  Vol  1 .  Pag.  8  3. 
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Vlng Henry vni.  their  Payment,  and  of  all  Suits  that  might  arife 

thereupon. 
a    mx    r***       H°U  fays,  that  mod  Part  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

AnAttpafsdto  J    '.       Tr.      ,    0  ,  ,  ,      Tl.„ 

difcharge  the      mons  were  the  King  s  Servants,  by  whom  the  Bill 
King  from  cer-  was  brought  in.     Thefe  Courtiers,  in  their  Debates, 

out"  °zhS  his*' enlarSed  much  *  on  the  Wealth  and  Peace  of  the 
Creditors?8  c  Nation,  notwithftanding  the  Wars;  the  King 
'  always  making  his  Enemy's  Country  the  Scene  of 
'  them.  They  faid  that  for  fourteen  Years  the 
■  King  had  but  one  SubfiJy  from  his  People  ;  and 
*  that  now  he  afked  nothing  for  any  other  Purpofe 
'  than  only  to  be  difcharged  from  a  Debt,  contract- 
6  ed  for  the  Publick ;  by  the  Accounts  of  which, 
1  there  (hewed,  they  might  fee  to  what  Ufes  the 
'  Money,  fo  raifed,  had  been  applied.' 

Bifhop  Burnet  obferves,  that  there  were  feveral 
Ends  in  paffing  this  Bill.  The  Courtiers  did  not 
only  intend  to  deliver  the  King  from  a  Charge  by 
it,  but  alfo  to  ruin  all  the  Cardinal's  Friends  and 
Creatures,  whom  he  had  caufed  every  where  to  ad- 
vance great  Sums,  on  this  account,  for  an  Example 
to  others.  Many  in  the  Houfe  were  convinced  that 
the  Act  was  unjuft  in  itfelf,  yet  did  eafily  give  way  to 
it,  that  they  might  effectually,  for  the  future,  difcredit 
that  Way  of  railing  Money  by  Loans  ;  judging  it 
the  publick  Intereft  of  the  Kingdom,  to  have  no 
Money  raifed  but  by  Parliament.  But  Hall  writes 
exprefsly,  that  there  was  much  underhand  Dealing 
practifed,  to  get  this  Bill  pafled,  which  gave  much 
Difcontent  to  the  poor  Sufferers,  and  occafioned 
great  Murmuring  in  others.  To  qualify  this  rough 
free  p™£L*  Proceeding,  the  King  thought  fit  to  grant  a  free 
and  abfolute  Pardon  to  his  Subjects  for  ail  Offences, 
fome  capital  ones  excepted,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  Cafes. 
And,  to  keep  the  Clergy  frill  under  the  Rod,  all 
Tranfgreflions  againft  the  Statute  of  Pramunire, 
&c.  were  excepted,  which  fell  upon  them  feverely 
afterwards.  There  are  two  other  remarkable  Ex- 
ceptions in  the  Act ;  the  one  is,  for  thofe  that  pull, 
or  dig  down  Croffes  in  the  High- roads,  to  have  no 
Benefit  of  thisP.irdon  ;  the  other,  is  on  the  Profe- 
cution  of  Cardinal  IVclfcy,  and  the  Forfeitures  that 

came 
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eame  thereby  to  the  King,  viz.  the  Cardinal's  Col-  KingHcnry via 

kge  in  Oxford,  with  the  Lands  belonging   to  it, 

which  are  excepted  ;    upon  which  the  Dean  and 

Canons  refigned  their  Lands  to  the  King,  but  he 

founded  the  College  a-new  foon  after.     All  this, 

fays  Bifhop  Burnet,  was  done,   both  to  keep  the 

Clergy  quiet,  and  to  engage  them  to  ufe  their  In- 

tereft  with  the  Pope,  to  difpofe  him  to  favour  the 

King  more  in  the  great  Affair  of  the  Divorce. 

The  Author  of  the  Life  of  Bifhop  Fijher  has 
thrown  in  here  an  invidious  Infinuation,  that  an 
Account  was  given  in  this  Parliament  of  the  Sum 
of  100,000 1.  Charges,  which  the  King  had  been 
at  in  obtaining  fo  many  Inftruments  from  Foreign 
Univerfities  concerning  the  Bulinefs  of  the  Divorce. 
Thefe  were  all  exhibited  in  the  next  Parliament, 
and  it  was  farther  urged  that  the  King  had  been  at 
thefe  Expences  through  the  Falfhood  and  Diffimu- 
lation  of  the  Cardinal,  and  certain  others  of  the 
chief  of  the  Clergy  ;  for  which  it  was  demanded  quired  *^yr*th« 
that  the  whole  Body  of  them  mould  make  it  good  aforefaid  Debt, 
to  the  King.  When  this  Matter  was  propounded 
in  Convocation,  Bifhop  Fifter  oppofed  it,  and  fiid 
unto  the  King's  Orators,  *  That  it  was  not  their 

*  Faults,  as  they  were  there  'he  Body  reprefentative 
4  of  the  Clergy,  that  the  King  had  been  at  any 

*  Charges  at  all  concerning  that  Bufinefs.  For.  to 
'  his  Knowledge,  the  Clergy  were  generally  againft 

*  it,  that  any  fuch  Matter  mould  at  all  be  brought 

*  in  Qjeftion  ;  and  that  if  any  fuch  faulty  Perfons 
'  were  amongft  them,    it  was  fit  they  mould  be 

*  queftioned  and  compelled  to  give  his  M  ijefcy  Sa- 

*  tisfadlion.'  Whereupon,  fays  our  Authority,  they 
all  flatly  denied  to  make  Reftitution,  on  any  fuch 
Score.  This  ferved  as  a  Praludium  to  the  Winds 
of  the  enfuing  Tempeft- 

We  have  given  the  foregoing  Account  of  this 
Seflion  of  Parliament,  chiefly  from  Hall'*  Chronicle, 
Lord  Herbert's  Hiftory,  and  Bifhop  Fifler's  Life, 
having  no  other  Authority  to  go  by  ;  and  muft 
continue  to  do  fo,  till  the  Journals  begin  again. 

E  %  It 
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KbgHenryVlil.  ^  *s  P^a'ni  by  thefe  Writers  and  others,  that  the 
Affair  of  the  Divorce  and  the  new  Reformation 
went  on  together  ;  the  one,  as  a  fpiri'ual  Bufinefs, 
■was  confined  to  the  Sentence  and  Determination 
of  the  Ecclefbftical  Courts  ;  but  the  latter  came 
before  Lay- Judges,  and  was  chiefly  the  Refolution 
of  the  King,  his  Temporal  Lords  and  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Bifhop  Burnet  ohferves  (k),  that  there 
had  been  great  Induftry  ufed  in  managing  Elections 
for  this  Parlament  ;  and  they  were  fo  fuccefsful  in. 
returning  luch  Members  as  the  King  wanted,  that 
he  was  reiolved  to  continue  them,  till  they  had  dune 
his  Work  ;  both  in  the  Affair  of  the  Divorce,  and 
the  Bufinefs  of  the  Reformation.  Some  of  the 
Spirituality,  aifo,  ran  on  with  the  Stream,  not 
knowing  then,  we  dare  fay,  where  it  would  carry 
them  ;  a  plain  Inftance  of  this  is  their  joining  with 
the  Temporal  Lords  and  Commons,  in  a  Letter 
or  Declaration  to  the  Pope,  under  their  Hands  and 
Seals,  concerning  Abufes  in  the  Church.  It  was  the 
firft  Thing,  we  find,  that  that  they  went  upon,  at 
.  ,    _     .        their  next  Meeting  in  Parliament,  which  happened 

Anho  Rcgni  21.  r>  •  <v    >  t-l. 

,53o,        according   to  Prorogation,    Jury  30,    1530.     The 

At  Weftminfter.  Letter  itfelf,  as  taken  from  the  Records,  is  prefer v- 

ed  by  Lord  Herbert,  with  the  Pope's  Anfwer  to  it 

in  the  original  Language      Bifhop  Kennet,  in  his. 

Edition  of  that  Book,  hath  given  us  the  following 

,   Tranflation  of  them.  * 

A  Letter  from    *  HT^O  the  moft  holy  Lord,  our  Lord  and  Father 

the  Parliament    «     J_     jn  Chri/i,   Clement,  by  the  Divine  Provi- 

favS  ofQneen  '  ^ence,  the  fcventh  Pope  of  that  Name,  we  wifh 

Catherine's  "Di-   '.  and  pray  for  perpetual  Felicity  in  our  Lord  Jefus 

*°tce'  '  Cbr.Jt,  with  al!  Humility,  throwing  ourfelves  at 

'  his  Feet.      Moft   blciled    Father,    although   the 

'  Caufe  concerning  the  Marriage  of  the  m;ft  invin- 

'  cihle  Prince  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  of  Eng- 

'  land  and  Fance,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  Lord 

'  of  Ireland,  dots  f<  r  fundry,   great,  and  weighty 

*  Reatons  o'"  itlclf,  require  and  deimnd  your  Ho- 

*  linefs's  Afliitance,  that  it  may  be  brought  to  that 

'  fpeedy 

(*  ;    Bvikit'j  Iliftory,  Vol.  I.  Pag.  84. 
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fpeedy  End  and  Determination,  which  we  with  itmoHenryViij. 
fo  great  and  earned  De fires  have  wiih'd  ;  and  ° 
wiih  To  very  great,  though  very  vain  Expectations, 
have  long  Iook'd  for  from  your  H  linels :  VVe 
could  not  neverthelefs  prevail  with  ourfelv  s  to 
keep  Silence  herein  any  longer,  especially  fince 
our  Kingdom  ar.d  the  Affairs  thereof  fuffer  fo. 
much,  and  are  brought  into  fo  great  Danger 
through  the  unfeafonable  Delay  of  Sentence 
herein  :  So  that  fince  his  Majefty,  our  Head,  and 
by  confequence  the  Life  of  us  all,  and  we  in  his 
Words,  as  Subject- Members,  by  a  juit  Union  an- 
nexed to  the  Head,  have  with  great  Earneftnef$ 
prayed  your  Holinefs,  but  pray'd  in  vain,  we  are 
by  the  Greatnefs  of  our  Grief,  forced  feparaiely 
and  diftinctly  by  thefe  our  Letters,  moft  humbly 
to  intreat  your  fpeedy  Determination  hereof.  The 
Juftice  of  the  Caufe  hfelf,  approved  of  by  the 
Opinions  of  the  moft  learned  Men  every  where, 
and  determined  by  the  Decrees  of  the  moll  fa- 
mous Univerfities  in  the  World,  and  efteem'd  and 
judg'd  moft  righteous  by  all  Perfons  either  irt  Eng- 
land, France  or  Italy,  who  are  moft  eminent  for 
their  Learning,  might  fo  far  prevail,  as  that  your 
Holinefs,  though  no  Body  intreated  it,  nay, 
though  fome  oppos'd  it,  fhould  with  your  own 
Voice  and  Authority,  confirm  that  Sentence  which 
has  fo  univerfally  been  pronounced  juft ;  efpecially 
when  your  Determination  of  this  Caufe  is  a 
Piece  of  Juftice  done  to  that  King  and  Kingdom, 
which  upon  fo  many  feveral  Accounts  have  de- 
ferv'd  well  of  the  Apoftolicat  See.  Although 
Intreaties  to  you  herein  feem  not  to  be  neceflary, 
however  we  make  them,  as  Perfons  overborn 
with  Troubles,  who  indulge  their  Grief,  and  fre- 
quently pour  forth  repeated  and  unneceflary 
Prayers  :  But  fince  your  Holinefs  is  not  to  be 
prevail'd  upon,  either  by  the  Juftice  of  the  Caufe, 
the  Remembrance  of  the  good  Services  you  have 
always  found,  or  by  the  earneft  and  continued 
Requefts  of  the  belt  of  Princes,  to  do  that  which 
might  be  expected  from  your  paternal  Love  and 
E  3  *  Affeclion 
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KlngHenryVin. «  Affeclion  alone,  our  Griefis  by  the  Remembrance 
of  our  Miferies  and  Calamities  increas'd  to  that 
immenfe  Degree,  that  it  overfpreads  the  whole 
Body  of  the  Realm,  and  gives  a  Voice  of  Com- 
plaint to  each  Member  of  it,  forcing  them  both  by 
their  Words,  and  in  their  Letters,  to  lay  before 
your  Holinefs,  this  their  infupportable  Grievance. 
For  how  great  a  Misfortune  is  it,  that  what  our 
own  two  Univerfities,  the  Univerfity  XA  Paris, 
as  well  as  many  others  in  France,  what  almoft  all 
Men  of  Learning,  Knowledge  and  Integrity, 
both  at  home  and  abroad  have  determin'd  and  af- 
firm'd  to  be  true,  and  the  Truth  of  which  they 
are  ready  to  defend  and  fupport  both  in  their 
Difcourfes  and  Writings  ;  yet  cannot  a  Confir- 
mation of  this  fo  univerfally  acknowledged  Truth, 
be  obtain'd  from  the  Holy  Apotlolical  See  by  that 
Prince,  by  whofe  Support  and  Afliftance  that  See 
ftill  keeps  and  preferves  its  Authority,  which  has 
been  fhaken  and  undermined  by  fo  many,  and 
fo  powerful  Adverfaries  ;  till  he  withftood  and 
oppos'd  their  Defigns  partly  by  his  Sword,  partly 
by  his  Pen,  at  other  Times  by  his  Commands 
and  Authority,  fuppo  ting  that  Power  and  Au- 
thority of  the  Church  from  whence  others  are 
enabled  to  obtain  thole  mighty  Advantages  from 
which  he  now  finds  himfelfonly  excluded.  What 
Anfwer  can  be  made  hereto  we  fee  not  ;  and 
yet  we  fee  that  from  hence  a  Flood  of  Miferies 
is  flowing  in  upon  the  Commonwealth,  and  a 
fort  of  Deluge  of  Calamities  overwhelming  us, 
from  the  Difputes  about  Succeflion  ;  which  will 
foon  overtake  us,  never  to  be  fettled  without  in- 
finite Slaughter  and  Efrufion  of  Blood.  We  now 
have  a  King  moft  eminent  for  his  Virtues,  fealed 
upon  the  Throne  of  his  Anceftors,  by  Right  un- 
doubted and  unqueftionable,  who  would  entail 
lading  Peace  and  uninterrupted  Tranquillity  on 
his  Realms,  if  he  leaves  a  Son  to  Juccecd  him 
from  lawful  and  true  Marriage  ;  nor  will  that  be 
poflible,  unlefs  your  Holineis  will  by  your  Autho- 
lity,  pronounce  the  fame  Sentence  concerning  his 

*  former 
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former  Marriage,  which  Co  many  learned  Men  KingHenryVJn. 
have  already  deliver'd.  But  if  your  Holinefs, 
whom  we  juftly  call  our  Father,  {hall,  by  refuf- 
ing  to  comply  herein,  efteem  us  as  Cad-a-ways, 
and  refolve  to  leave  us  Orphans,  we  can  make 
no  other  Condruction  of  it,  but  that  the  Care 
of  our  felves  is  committed  to  our  own  Hands, 
and  that  we  are  left  to  feek  our  Remedy  elfe- 
wheie.  But  that  we  may  never  be  driven  to 
thefe  Extremities,  we  beg  your  Holinefs  without 
Delay,  or  farther  Lofs  of  Time,  to  aflift  thefe 
his  Majefty's  mod  jud  and  reafonable  Defires ;  we 
mod  earnedly  intreat  a  Confirmation  of  the 
Judgment  of  thefe  mod  learned  Men,  humbly 
imploring,  that  for  the  Sake  of  that  mutual  Love, 
and  that  paternal  Affection  which  your  padoral 
Office  requires  you  to  (hew  us,  not  ro  (hut  up  your 
Bowels  of  Pity  and  Companion  againft  us,  your 
mod  dutiful,  moft  loving,  mod  .obedient  Sons. 
The  Cafe  of  his  mod  facred  Majedy  is  the 
Cafe  of  us  all ;  fince  the  Head  cannot  differ,  but 
the  Members  mud  bear  a  Part ;  the  Grief  arifing 
herefrom,  and  the  Injury  fuffer'd  hereby,  dots 
equally  affect  us,  who  bear  our  Proportion  of  all 
his  Majedy's  Afflictions  ;  the  Remedy  of  which, 
as  it  mud  proceed  wholly  from  your  Holinefs's 
Power,  fo  is  it  a  Duty  neceflarily  arifing  from 
your  paternal  Authority  and  Affection:  Which 
Remedy,  if  your  Holinefs  fhall  refufe  or  delay  to 
grant,  our  Condition  will  indeed  herein  be  more 
miferable,  that  fo  long  we  have  fruitlefsly  and  in 
vain  fought  Redrefs,  but  it  will  not  be  wholly 
defperate,  fince  it  is  poflible  to  find  Relief  fome 
other  way.  Defperate  Remedies  indeed  are  not 
without  Extremity  to  be  applied  ;  but  he  that  is 
fick  will  by  any  means  get  rid  of  his  Didemper : 
In  the  Change  of  our  .Miferies  there  is  fome 
Comfort,  when  if  we  can't  obtain  perfect  Relief, 
yet  we  may  change  our  Condition  for  that  which 
is  lefs  afflicting,  and  more  tolerable.  That  your 
Holinefs  would  be  pleas'd  to  take  thefe  Things 
into  your  mod  fcrious  Coniideratton,  we  do  a- 
E  4  4  Sain 
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ISingHenryViil.'  gain  and  again  befeech    you  for   our  Lord  Jejus 

*  Chrjjt's  Sake,  whofe  Vicar  on  Earth  you  ftile 
'  yourfelf ;  and  that  you  would  now  conform  your 
'  Actions  to  that  Title,  by  pronouncing  your  Sen- 

*  tence  to  the  Glory  and  Praifc  of  God,  and  therer 
'  by  giving  your  Teftmony  and  Sanction  to  that 

*  Truth,  which  has  been  examin'd,  approv'd,  and 

*  after  much  Deliberation  confirm'd  by    the  moft 

*  learned  Men  of  all  Nations.     In  the  mean  time 

*  we  will  befeech  God,  whom  we  infallibly  know 

*  to  be  Truth,  that  he  would  vouchfafe  fo  to  in- 
'  form  and    direct   your   Holinefs's  Deliberations 

*  herein,  that  having  by  your  Holinefs's  Authority 

*  a  Confirmation  of  what  is  juft,  righteous  and 
'  true,  we  may  therein  reft  fatisfy'd,  and  be  free 

*  from  the  Trouble  of  feeking  to  attain  this  End 

*  by  other  Means.' 


Names  of  the 
M-mbers  who 
Jjgned  it. 


I.  Archbifhops. 
Thomas  Cardinal  of  Tori. 
William  of  Canterbury. 

2.  Dukes. 
T'homas  of  Norfolk. 
Charles  of  Suffolk. 

3.  Marquefl'es. 
T.  of  Dorfet. 
H.  of  Exeter. 

4    Earls. 
William  of  Arundel, 
jo.  o:  Oxford. 
H.  of  Northumberland. 
Ralph  of  JVe(lmor eland 
George  of  Shrew/bury 
Henry  of  Effex 
Edward  of  Derby. 
H  of  Worcefter. 
Thomas  of  Rutland 
Henry  of  Cumberland. 
Robert  of  Suffix 
George  of  Huntington. 
G.  Qt'KHdare, 


5.  Bifhops. 
Robert  of  Cvencefler. 
John  of  Carlijle. 
John  of  Lincoln. 
Richard  of  St.  David's, 

6.  Barons. 
Henry  Montague. 
G.  Rochford. 
William  Wejlon. 
E.  Abergavenny. 
J.  Audley. 
Henry  Scroefe. 
Thomas  Dacres. 
Thomas  La -Ware. 
William  Dacre. 
Thomas  Barkley. 
Henry  Merley. 
George  Cbham. 
Ri  hard  Latimer. 
Edward  Sicurton. 
Jo.  Fitzwarren. 
Jo.  S enters. 
Jo.  Lumley. 

William 
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William  Mountjov. 
Chrijiopher  Conyers. 
Henry  Daubeney. 
T.  Darcy. 
T.  Monteagle. 
William  Sandys. 
Jo.  Hufey. 
Andrew  Wind/or. 

7.  Abbots. 
Jo.  of  Wejlminjler. 
Jo  of  Bury  St.  Edmund, 
Richard  of  Glaflcnbury 
William  of  Gloucefter 
Thomas  of  Abingdon 
Hugh  of  Reading 
Edward  of  York 
Jo.  of  Peterborough. 
Jo.  of  Ramfey. 
jo.  of  Croyland. 
Ro.  of  Thorney 
Ro.  of  My. 
Will-am  of  Bardney 
William  of  5/.  J3*««rt  <fr 
Hulme. 


Thomas   of  5/.   yflfo   by  King  Henry VIH. 

Colchefler. 
Jo.  of  /$rir. 

Clement  of  Eve/ham, 
Richard  of  Malmfbury. 
Richard  of  Winchelcomb. 
Robert   of  S/.  Cr##  of 

Wattham. 
Jo.  of  Cirencefter. 
Henry  of  leivkfbury. 

8.  Knights  and  Dodor5 

in  Parliament. 
William  Fitzwilliams.     ■ 
Henry  Guildford. 
Stephen  Gardiner. 
Jo  Gage. 
William  Kingfton. 
Bryan  Tuke. 
Richard  Sacheverell. 
Richard  Samp/on. 
Edward  Lee. 
Richard  Woolman. 
Jo.  Bettat. 


To  which  Clement  returned  this  Anfwer. 

To  cur  Venerable  Brethren  the  Archbiflyjps  and  Bifiops, 
and  to  our  beloved  Sons  the  Abbots,  Noblemen, 
Dukes.  Marquejjes,  Ea*-ls,  Barons,  Knights  and 
Doilors  cjjembled  together  in  Parliament,  in 
England. 

Clement  VII.  Pope. 

*  "T  TEnenbl-  Brothers  a;.d  beloved  Sons,  Health  The  Pope's  A*. 

*  V     be  to   you,  ani    Ap  ftolicil   Benediction.  fwer. 

*  There  are    many   Exprefiions  in    your   Letter, 
'  bearing  Date  July  13,  which   we  receiv'd  fome 

*  Days  ago,  which    wc  could    not  have  thought 

*  well  of,  did  we  not  whoilv  impute   'hem  to  the 

*  great  Dmy  and  tender  Affection  which  you  bear 

*  to 
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to  our  moft  dear  Son  in  Chrifl  your  King.  We 
(hall  therefore,  without  taking  thofe  Things  a- 
mifs,  fedately  anfwer  your  Letter,  that  you  may 
thereby  learn  with  how  little  Reaibn  you  have 
complained  of  us,  and  that  your  private  Duty 
and  Affedtion  to  your  King,  ought  not  to  extend 
fo  far,  as  to  to  juftify  your  accufing  us  of  two 
grievous  Offences,  Ingratitude  to  his  Highnefs, 
and  Denial  of  Juftice.  We  do  acknowledge  that 
your  King  has  deferv'd  all  that  your  Letter  men- 
tions ;  nay,  even  much  more,  that  the  Remem- 
brance of  his  many  meritorious  Aclions  towards 
the  Apoftolica!  See,  will  not  only  live  frefh  in 
our  Memories,  but  be  tranfmitted  down  to  lateft 
Pofterity.  We  can't  but  own  likewife,  that  not 
only  with  refpect  to  our  Office  and  Character  in 
the  Church,  but  alfo  in  our  own  private  Perfon, 
we  owe  fo  much  to  his  Highnefs's  Affection,  as 
we  (hall  fcarce  ever  be  able  to  recompence.  As 
to  what  relates  to  the  Controverfy  concerning  the 
Marriage  between  his  Highnefs  and  Queen  Cathe- 
rine, we  have  been  fo  far  from  difappointing  the 
King's  Expectation  therein  by  denying  him  Juf- 
tice, that  we  have  even  laid  under  the  Cenfure 
of  the  other  Party,  and  have  been  thought  par- 
tial, and  too  much  inclined  to  favour  his  Ma- 
jsfty's  Defires  herein.  But  to  give  you  a  more 
undeniable  Proof  of  our  conftant  Affection  to 
your  King,  it  will  be  neceffary'to  mention  what 
has  fome  time  fince  pafs'd  :  When  firft,  about 
three  Years  fince,  his  Majefty's  Ambafiadors  laid 
this  Caufe  before  us,  rather  feeking  Redrels  here- 
in from  our  Affection  and  Kindnefs  to  his  High- 
nefs, than  from  the  rigorous  Courfe  of  Juftice, 
we  committed  it  to  the  Determination  of  our  be- 
loved Sons  Thomas  Archbifhopof  Tot koux  Legate 
in  England,  Cardinal  Sanda  C/tcilia,  and  Lau- 
rence C^w^ry;,  Cardinal  Sancla  Maria  trans  Tibe- 
rim  our  Legate  de  Latere,  who  were  both  in 
your  Kingdom,  and  upon  the  Spot  to  examine 
into  the  Matter ;  wherebv,  as  far  as  we  are  able, 
we  fitisfied  his  Highnefs  Jbefires.     But  when  the 

'  Queen 
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Queen  began  to  fufpecl  them  as  partial  Judges,  KingHenryViil 
and  on  the  account  of  fome  Grievances  fhe  had 
impos'd  en  her  by  the  faid  Legates,  had  appeal'd 
from  them  to  the  Apoftolical  Tribunal,  and  had 
on  her  Part  appointed  Prodtors  to  profecute  the 
faid  Appeal  at  Rome,  even  then  our  great  Incli- 
nation to  his  Majefty's  Service  was  fufficiently 
evidenced.  For  although  we  could  not  in  this 
Caufe  deny  the  Queen  a  Commiflion  of  Appeal, 
yet  feeking  rather  that  this  Controverfy  might  be 
fmifhed  by  the  agreeable  Methods  of  Peace  and 
Concord,  than  by  Courfe  of  Law,  we  fram'd 
feveral  Delays  in  granting  our  Commiflion  of  • 
Appeal  in  the  faid  Caufe,  under  pretence  that 
this  being  a  Caufe  of  the  higheft  Nature,  mure 
therefore  be  brought  before  the  Confiftory.  Af- 
ter this  we  held  frequent  Confutation  with  our 
moft  venerable  Brethren  their  Eminences  the 
Cardinals,  whereby  this  Affair  was  ftill  farther 
put  off;  till  at  length  by  the  unanimous  Vote  of 
all  the  Cardinals  it  was  concluded,  that  a  Com- 
miflion of  Appeal  in  this  Caufe  could  not  be  re- 
fus'd.  It  was  therefore  appointed  to  be  examin'd, 
heard,  and  in  the  faid  Confiftory  by  us  to  be  finally 
determin'd.  For  as  in  all  Cafes  we  ought  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  greateft  Caution,  fo  ought  we  more 
efpecially  to  do  in  that  which  concerns  the  Ma- 
jefties  of  Kings  and  Queens,  on  which  we  fee 
the  Eyes  of  all  the  Chriftian  World  plac'd.  Since 
which  no  lawful  Prodtor  has  appear'd  on  the 
King's  Part,  to  fet  forth  his  Majefty's  Pretenfions 
either  in  Writing,  or  by  Word  of  Mouth,  from 
whence  it  is  that  this  Caufe  could  not  receive  its 
Determination.  Since  it  mull  be  decided  ao 
cording  to  what  is  alledg'd,  and  by  Witnefles 
prov'd ;  not  according  to  Favour  and  Affection. 
There  is  therefore  no  Reafon  why  this  Deferring 
our  Sentence  of  Determination,  of  which  you 
complain,  fhould  beafcrib'd  to  us,;  and  your  Com- 
plaint herein  feems'to  us  the  more  ftrange,  becaufe 
his  Majefty's  Amballadors  in  feveral  Places,  parti- 
cularly at  Boncnia,  did  requeft  and  follicit  this  De- 
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lay  of  Sentence  from  us,  contrary  to  the  Inclina- 
tion and  Demand  of  the  Queen's  Proctors  herein. 
Since  therefore  we  have  no  ways  occafion'd  thofe 
Delays,  or  hindtr'd  this  Caufe  from  being  deter- 
min'd  after  mature  Examination,  and  due  Confi- 
deration  of  all  the  Circumftances  of  ir,  we  fee 
not  on  what  Reafons  thefe  your  Complaints  are 
grounded  ;  unlefs  you  will  venture  to  fay,  that 
the  Services  which  his  M^jefly  has  (hewn  us  and 
the  Apoftolical  See  are  fuch,  that  the  Caufe  fhould 
be  determin'd  in  his  Favour,  without  Regard  had 
either  to  Right  or  Jufticc  ;  for  that  mult  be  the 
Meaning  of  your  Words,  when  you  fay  that  Sen- 
tence ought  to  be  given  by  us,  though  no  Body 
intreated  it,  nay,  tho'  fomeoppos'd  it  in  this  Cife, 
which  has  been  adjudged  juft  by  all  the  Learned  in 
England,  France  and  Italy,  and  by  the  Decrees  of 
fo  many  Universities  :  Which  Words  to  us  feem 
not  to  proceed  from  your  ufual  Prudence  and  Mo- 
deity  ;  fince  we  fee  not  with  what  Reafon  you 
can  defire,  that  we  mould  in  a  Caufe  of  the  great- 
eft  Moment  give  Sentence,  though  none  intreated 
it,  nay,  tho'  fome  oppos'd  it ;  when  on  the  other 
Side  is  alledg'd  the  great  Scandal  and  Offence' 
that  all  Christians  would  take,  at  a  Sentence  of 
Divorce  from  a  Marriage  which  has  contmu'd  fo 
many  Years,  which  was  contracted  by  Difpenfa- 
fation  from  the  Holy  See,  at  the  Requeft  of  his 
mod  Excellent  Majefty  Henry  VII.  and  the  moll 
Catholick  King  Ferdinand  ;  from  whence  the 
Queen  has  had  fo  many  Children  born,  and  dill 
has  a  Daughter  living ;  contrary  to  the  Opinion 
of  feveral  Do&ors  (which  you  urge  alfo  on  your 
Behalf)  and  thofe  very  learned  and  grave  Men, 
and  who  confirm  their  Judgment  both  by  the 
Laws  of  God,  and  by  Arguments  taken  not  only 
from  the  Latins,  but  likewife  deriv'd  from  the 
Jewifl)  Law  :  Notwithstanding  all  which  we  kept 
ourfelves  unbiais'd,  inclined  to  favour  neither  Side, 
but  to  hear  both,  looking  on  this  molt  extraordi- 
nary Caufe,  not  only  to  concern  the  whole  Chri- 
ftian  Worldj  but  alfo  te»  belong  to  all  Posterity. 
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As  for  the  Opinions  of  learned  Men,  and  the  De-  KI ngHeqryVIIl 
crees  of  Univerfities,  which  you  mention,  few  of 
them  have  come  to  our  Notice,  (hewn  us  not  in 
proper  Form  by  your  Ambaffadors,  nor  in  the 
Name  of  the  King  exhibited  ;  and  thofe  were  but 
bare  Opinions  of  thofe  Men,  alledging  no  Rea- 
fons  for  their  Determinations,  nor  fupporting  them 
by  any  Authority  from  Scripture,  or  the  Canons, 
which  herein  ought  only  to  prevail.     Wherefore, 
to  demand  that  we  fhould   rafhly,  and  without 
due  Confideration,  determine  any  Thing  herein  in 
his  Majefty's  Favour,  is  a  Thing  neither  righte- 
ous in  itfelf,  nor  agreeable  to  your  Wifdom.     For 
although  we  owe  much  to  his  Highnefs,  yet  in 
executing  Judgment  we  mult  neceflarily  much 
more  regard  him,  by  whom  Kings  reign,  and 
Princes  decree  Juftice ;  and  further,  it  is  the  Duty 
of  a  good  Father,  to  take  care  that  by  over  Fond- 
nefs  he  do  not  too  much  indulge  his  Children  : 
Befides,  we  mould  not  only  entangle  our  own, 
;  but  alfo  his  Highnefs's  Conference,  by   fuch  an 
;  -hafty  and   inconfiderate  Sentence,  which    if  thus 
:  unduly  given,  would  by  its  dangerous  Example, 
;  greatly  damage  the  whole  Chriftian  World.     As 
:  for  that  Deluge  of  Calamities,  which  you  fear  is 
E  impending   over  your  Kingdom,  fure  it  were 
'  much  more  to  be  fear'd,  if  we  mould   rafhly 
c  haften  that  Sentence  which  ought  calmly  to  pro- 
1  ceed  in  the  ftreight  Way  of  Juftice  and  Reafon  ; 
1  thereby  violating  both  our  own  Duty,  and  de- 
'  parting   from   the  Rules  of  Juftice  through  too 
1  great  Favour  and  ArFe&ion  to  your  King.    You 
■  cannot  with  more  earneft  Defire  wifh  his  Majefty 

*  a  Son,  than  we  do,  and  that  not  only  his  High- 
'  nefs,  but  all  Chriftian  Princes  had  Sons  like  fo 
'  great  a  King,  the  Inheriters  not  only  of  their 
'  Realms,  but  of  fuch  Princely  Virtues ;  but  we 
'  are  not  in  the  Stead  of  God,  that  we  can  give 
'  Children.     As  to  what  you  fay,  that  we  are  un~ 

*  willing  to  confirm,  by  our  Authority,  a  T ruth 
'  concerning  the  former  Marriage,    which  by  fo 

*  many  learned  Men  in  the  Kingdom  is  agreed  up-i 

•  en  ; 
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on  ;  we  are  truly  willing  to  gratify  his  Highnefs 
in  all  Things,  wherein  we  are  able  by  our  Autho- 
rity, but  then  our  Ability  can't  extend  to  thofe 
Things  which  will  deftroy  that  Authority,  as  it 
would  if  we  mould  judicially  give  Sentence  con- 
trary to  the  ufual  "Methods  and  due  Courfe  of 
Law  in  any  Thing,  tho'  it  might  appear  never 
fo  plain  and  man  i  reft  to  us.  As  for  what  you 
mention  in  the  End  of  your  Letter,  that  unlefs 
we  grant  your  Requeft  herein,  you  (hall  imagine 
that  the  Care  of  your  felves  is  remitted  into  your 
own  Hands,  and  that  you  are  left  at  Liberty  to 
feek  Remedy  herein  elfewhere ;  this  is  a  Refolu- 
tion  neither  worthy  of  your  Prudence,  nor  be- 
coming your  Chriftianity  :  And  we  do  therefore 
of  our  Fatherly  Love,  exhort  you  to  abftain  from 
any  fuch  rafh  Attempt :  Tho'  it  would  be  no 
Fault  of  the  Phyfician,  if  the  Patient  weary  of 
his  Diftemper,  mould  rafhly  and  unadvifedly  ven- 
ture upon  Meafures  deftrucYive  to  his  Health  : 
We  indeed  never  deny'd  you  fuch  Remedies  as 
might  with  Safety  be  given,  and  with  Advantage 
receiv'd  j  for  who  is  weak,  and  lam  not  weak  ; 
who  is  offended,  and  I  burn  not  ?  I  write  not 
thefe  Things  to  fhame  you,  but  as  my  beloved 
Sons  I  warn  you.  We  can't  imagine  that  his 
Majefty,  on  whofe  Account  you  write,  can  ap- 
prove your  Writing  in  this  manner ;  for  we  know, 
and  are  fo  fully  acquainted  with  h's  Honour  and 
Integrity,  that  we  are  alTur'd  he  would  not  accept 
of  any  Thing  that  is  unjuft,  although  it  were  of- 
fered him  ;  and  although  your  InterceiTion  is  in 
all  Cafes  of  great  Power  and  Prevalence  with  us, 
yet  is  our  Love  and  Affection  to  his  Highnefs 
fuch,  as  to  need  neither  the  Intreaty  nor  Solicita- 
tion [of  any  Perfons  whatever  to  influence  or 
quicken  it ;  and  as  we  never,  remember  that  his 
Highnefs  has  ever  yet  made  his  Requeft  to  us, 
and  receiv'd  a  Denial,  where  it  could  be  granted 
with  Safety  to  our  own,  and  the  Honour  of  the 
Apoftolical  See  ;  fo  we  fhall  always  fhew  him 
the  fame  Regard  and  good  Will.     Laftly,  As  to 

«  the 
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*  the  prefent  Caufe,  we  fhall  give  no  Hindrance  KingHenryVlU» 

*  or  Delay  to  its  Decifion,  fo  that  when  it  is  rea- 
'  dy  for  Examination,  and  all  the  Circumftances 
c  of  it  have  been  heard,  it  fhall  be  brought  to  a 
■  fpeedy  Determination  and  final  Conclufion  ;  be- 
'  ing  earneftly  delirous  to  free   your  King  and 

*  Queen,  and  our  ownfelves  from  this  raoft  trou- 
'  blefome  Affair.  But  this  we  muft  defire  of  his 
'  Highnefs,    and   of   your   Goodnefs,    that  you 

*  would   riot  require  more  from  us,  by  reafon  of 

*  his  Majefty's  great  Defervings  of  ut,  than  we  can 

'  without  offending  God  perform  ;  and  then  you       > 
'  may  allure  yourfelves  of  all   the  good  Offices 
'  which  can  be  expected  from  us,  confidering  the 

*  Perfon  and  Office  we  bear,  and  the  Juftice  we 

*  are  indifpenfibly  bound  to  adminifter.     Given  at 

*  St.  Peter's,  Rome,  under  the  Seal  of  the  Fi/herman, 

*  September  zytb,  1530,  in  the  feventh  Year  of  our 
4  Pontificate? 

This  Anfwer  had  very  little  Effedt  on  the  Minds  Which  the  Par- 
of  thofe  who  were,  before,  refolved  to  abrogate  the  lia"ient  take  iit- 
Pope's  Supremacy  in  England,,  and  ftrip  the  Church tlcNotlcc  of- 
of  its  overgrown  Pofleffions. 

We  read  of  no  other  Bufinefs  done  at  this  Seffion  Anno  Regni «. 
than  the  writing  and  fending  the  Letter  to  the  Pope  ;        I53I; 
and  it  was  not  till  January  1531,  that  any  Statutes AtWeflminfter* 
were  made  for  the  general  Good  of  the  Nation. 
On  the  6th  of  which  Month  being  again  aflembled, 
the  firft  Thing  we  find,  was,  that  a  Pardon  for  all 
Spiritual  Perfons,  figned  by  the  King's  own  Hand, 
was  fent  to  the  Lords,  who  in  a  fhort  Time  after 
parTed  the  Bill  and  fent  it  to  the  Commons.     When  Debate  on  the 
it  was  read  in  that  Houfe,    many  fro  ward  Perfons,  Kins's  Pardon, 
fays  Hall,  would  in  no  wife  confent  to  vote  for  the 
Bill,  unlefs  that  all  Men  might  be  included  in  the 
Pardon.     Arguing,  that  every  Man  who  had  any 
Thing  to  do  with  the  Cardinal,  were  in  the  fame 
Cafe.     To  this  it  was  aniwered,  by  the  wifer  Sort, 
That  they  would  not  compel  the  King   to  give 
them  his  Pardon  ;  and  befides,  it  was  uncharitably 
done  in  them  to  feek  to  hurt  the  Clergy,  and  do 

themfelves 
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kJngHenryViil.  themfelves  no  Good.  They  rather  advifed  the 
Houfe  to  confent  to  the  Bill,  and  afterwards  to 
make  Suit  to  the  King  for  their  Pardon.  But  this 
was  not  agreed  to  ;  and  it  was  refolv'd  to  fend  the 
Speaker  to  the  King  in  the  firft  Place,  before  they 
would  pafs  the  Bill.  Accordingly  Sir  Thomas  Audley, 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  with  a  Number 
of  Members  along  with  him,  waited  on  his  Majefty, 
and  eloquently  declar'd  to  him,  '  That  his  faithful 

*  Commons  fore  lamented  and  bewailed  their 
'  Chance,  in  having  Occafion  to  think  or  imagine 
'  themfelves  out  of  his  Favour,  becaufe  he  had 
'  granted  his  mod  gracious  Pardon  to  his  Spiritual 

*  Subjects    on  the  Pramunire,   and   not  to  them. 

*  Wherefore  they  raoft  humbly  befought  his  Maje- 
'  fty,  out  of  his  wonted  Goodnefs  and  Clemency, 

*  to  include  them  in  the  fame  Pardon.'  The  King, 
adds  Hall,  wifely  anfwered,  '  That  he  was  their 
'  Prince  and  Sovereign  Lord,  and  that  they  ought 
'  not  to  reftrain  him  of  his  Liberty,    nor  to  compel 

*  him  to  fhew  his  Mercy  ;  for  it  was  at  his  own 

*  Plealure,  either  to  ufe  the  Extremity  of  his  Laws, 

*  or  to  mitigate  and  pardon  the  fame.     Wherefore, 
»                   '  fince  they  had  denied  to  confent  to  the  Pardon  of 

'  the  Spiritual  Perfons,  which,  he  faid,  he  might 
'  give  without  their  Confent,  under  his  Great  Seal, 

*  he  would  be  well  advifed  before  he  pardc  ned  them  ; 

*  becaufe,  he  would  not  have  it  look  as  if  he  was 

*  compell'd  to  doit.' 

Upon  this  refolute  Anfwer,  the  Commons,  very 
penfive  and  melancholy,  departed.  Some  of  the 
Members  attr.buted  this  Ufage  to  Thomas  Cromwell, 
who  was  juft  then  taken  into  the  King's  Favour, 
and  faid,  that  he  had  dfclofed  the  Secrets  of  the 
Houfe,  However,  the  King  did  not  luffer  them  to 
continue  long  in  their  Sorrow  ;  for  foon  after, 
of  his  own  Morion,  a  Pardon  was  drawn  up  and 
figned,  which  his  Majefty  fent  to  the  Commons  by 
Chrijlopher  Hales,  Efq;  his  Attorney  General, 
which  was  foon  alTented  to  by  that  Houfe.  The 
Commons  returned  their  molt  humble  Thanks  ; 
'  And  much  praifed  his   Majeftv's  Judgment,    in 

fc  that 
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'  that  he  had  denied  a  Pardon  to  them  when  they  KingHenryVUi. 

*  had  unworthily  demanded  it,  and  had  granted  it 
'  when  he  perceived  they  were  fo  forrowful  and  pe- 

*  nirent.' 

The  forecited  Authority  further  tells  us,  that  on 
the  30th  Day  of  March,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
a  Committee  of  twelve  more  fpiritual  and  temporal 
Lords,  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  the 
Lord  Chancellor  fpoke  to  them  to  this  Effect  : 

You  of  this  worjhlpful  Houfe, 
c  I  am  fure  you  be  not  fo  ignorant  but  you  know  The  Lord  chan- 
1  well  that   the  Kyng  our  Soveraign  Lofde  hath  cclior  communi- 
'  maried  his  Brother's  Wyfe ;  for  (he  was  both  wed-  "tes  t0  th* 
'  ded  and  bedded  with  his  Brother  Prince  Arthur,  p°™™d"ngs  o» 
'  and  therefore  you  may  furely   fay  that  he  hath  the  Divorce. 

*  maried  his  Brother's  Wyfe,  if  this  Manage  be  good 

*  as  fo  many  Clerkes  do  doubt.  Wherefore  the 
'  Kyng,  like  a  virtuous  Prince,  willing  to  be  fatif- 
'  fied  in  his  Confcience,  and  alfo  for  the  Suretie  of 
'  his  Real  me,  hath  with  great  Deliberation  confult- 

*  ed  with  great  Clerkes  ;  and  hath  fent  my  Lord  of 
'  London,  here  prefent,  to  the  eheife  Univerfities  of 
'  all  Chrijiendome,  to  know  their  Opinion  and  Judg- 
'.  mentin  that  Behalf.    And,  although  the  Univer- 

*  Jities  of  Cambryge  and  Oxforde  had  been  fufficient 

*  to  difcufle  the  Caufe,  yet,  becaufe  they  be  in  his 
'  Realme,  and  to  avoyde  all  Sufpicion  of  Partiality r 

*  he  hath  fent  into  the  Realme  of  France,  Italy,  the 
1  Pope's  Dominions,  and  Venetians,  to  know  their 

*  Judgment  in  that  Behalf  ;  which  have  concluded, 
4  written,  and  fealed  their  Determinations,  accord- 
'  yng  as  you  (hall  heare  red.'  Then  Sir  Brian  Tuke 
took  out  of  a  Box  twelve  Writings  fealed,  and  read 
them  before  the  Houfe  as  they  were  tranflated  into 
the  Englijh  Tongue. 

Next  follows,    in  Hall,  the  Judgment  of  the 

Foreign  Univerfities  ;    which  were  thofeof  Paris, 

Orleans,    Anjou,    Bruges,    Bononia,  and  Padua,  at 

length  (1).      Thefe  are  fomewhat   foreign   to   our 

Vol.  III.  F  Purpofe, 

(I)  Thefe  Sentences,  with  fome   more    from  other  Foreign  Parts, 
way  be  feen,  at  length,  in  Rymer'j  l'«d,  Ang,  Tom.  XIV. 
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KingHcnryVin.Purpofe,  we  (hall  therefore  content  ourfelves  with 
observing,  That  'the  Queftion  put  to  thefe  learned 
Societies  was,  Whether  the  Pope's  Difpenfation  for  a 
Brother's  marrying  a  Brother's  IVife,  after  Conjum- 
mat  ion  with  her  former  Husband,  %vas  valid  or  not  ? 
Which,  as  the  Queftion  was  ftated,  they  all  gave 
in  the  Negative. 

Thefe  Determinations  being  all  read  in  the  Houfe, 
there  were  produced  above  an  hundred  different 
Books,  wrote  by  Foreign  Civilians  and  Divines, 
againft  the  Lawfulnefs  of  the  Marriage.  Which, 
fays  Hall,  becaufe  the  Day  was  far  fpent,  were  not 
read.     Then  the  Chancellor  again  faid,  *  Now  you 

*  of  this  Commen  Houfe  may   reporte    in  your 

*  Countries,  what  you  have  feene  and  heard  ;    and 

*  then  all  Men  mail  openly  perceyve  that  the  Kyng 
'  hath  not  attempted  this  Matter  of  Wyll  or  Plea- 

•   '  fure,  as  fome  Straungers  reporte,  but  only  for  the 

*  Difcharge  of  hs  Confcience,  and  Suretie  of  the' 
'  Succeflion  of  hisRealme.     This  is  the  Caufe  of 

*  our  Repayre  hyther  to  you  and  now  we  wyl  de- 
'  parte.' 

,  In  this  Seflion  the  following  Laws  were  enacted  ; 

'  That  becaufe  much  Wool  was  employed  to 
Ufes  not  fd  beneficial  to  the  Kingdom,  and  fome- 
times  tranfported  by  Strangers,  it  was  decreed,  that 
none  fhould  buy  Wool  in  fome  principal  Shires,  to 
the  Number  of  twenty-eight,  but  thofe  who  would 
make  Cloth  or  Yarn  thereof,  and  that  Strangers 
fhould  not  buy  any  till  the  Purification  of  our  Lady-' 
But  this  being  a  Law  that  might  likewife  have  its 
Inconveniency,  was  continu'd  only  for  ten  Years, 
as  it  had  been  in  fome  former  Kings  Times.' 

"*  Alfo a  Law  was  made  againft  Exactions  on  Ap- 
prentices, by  Matters,  Wardens,  &c.  And  this 
was  beneficial  for  .poor  Men,  who  were  not  able  to 
put  their  Children  to  le.\rn  Occupations  without, 
paying  extraordinary  Sums.  A  Remedy  was  alfo 
taken  (or  repairing  of  decay'd  Bridges  and  Highways, 
atid  the  Manner  of  railing  the  Money,  which  before 
was  uncertain,  fet  down.  The  carrying  over  of 
Horfes,  Mares,  and  Geldings,    alfo  was  forbidden 

upon 
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upon  a  Penalty,  to  all  Places  but  Calais.     More-  KingHcmyViiL 
over,   Denizens,    notwithstanding  their  Piivileges, 
were  order'd  to  pay  fuch  Cuftoms  as  they  paid  be- 
fore.    For  which  Purpofe  the  Officers  and  Minifters 
of  Cities  and  Boroughs,  cifc.  where  fuch  Cuftoms, 
kfc.   were  due,  were  commanded  to  fet  up  a  Table 
in  fome  open  Place,   containing  the  Particulars  of 
them.     Which  Act  yet   was  not  extended   to  the 
Merchants  of  the  Stillyard,  call'd   then  Teutonic}. 
Together  with  which  it  was  provided,  That  the 
Tables   touching  Scavage  to  be  fet  up  at  London* 
mould  be  firft  viewed  and  examined  by  the  Chancel- 
lor, andTreafurer  in  England,  the  PrefHent  of  the 
Council,  the   Lord  Privy  Seal  and  Lord  Steward, 
and  the  two  Chief  Juftices,  or  by  four  of  them  at 
lead,  and  by  them  iubferibed  ;  and  this  was  for  pre- 
venting of  the  fecret  Exactions  of  Tolls,  by  May- 
ors, Sheriffs,  &c.  upon   Wares   to  be   fold  within 
their  Precincts.     A    Law  was   made  alfo   againft 
Egyptians,  who  under  Pretence  of  telling  Fortunes, 
got  Money,  and  Credit  among  the  more   ignorant 
Sort.     And  whereas  fome  penal  Statutes  were  made 
heretofore  agiinft  Strangers  who  were  Handicrafts- 
men, it  was  declared,  that  the  laid  Strangers  being 
Bakers,  Brewers,  Surgeons,    and  Scriveners,  were 
exempted,  and  not   taken   to  be  Handicrafts-men. 
And,  becaufe  the  Abufe  of  taking  Sanctuary,  and 
flying  to  hallowed   Places,    was  great  about    this 
Tims,  infomuch  that  many  Criminals  finding  Re- 
fuge and  Protection  in   them,  did  there  abjure  the 
Realm,  and  fo  went  into  Foreign  Parts-,  by  which 
Means  they  difcover'd  the  Secrets  of  the  State,  Co 
the  great  Prejudice  thereof:     And   whereas  alfo, 
when  they  were  to   be  tryed  before  the  Judges  in 
the  Circuits,  they  would  plead  they  were  taken  out 
of  fome  Sanctuary  or  hallowed  Piace,  and  Juftice 
thereby  delay 'd  ;  divers  good  Orders  were  taken  to 
remedy  thefe  Inconveniences.   Which  yet  we  men- 
tion not  at  large,  becaufe  ihey,  together  with  the 
Uie  of  Sanctuaries,  were  at  length  wholly  antiquat- 
ed and  aboliih'd. 
Hal!  mentions  another  Act,  That  whofo  poifon'd 
F  2  any 
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KingHenryViH.anyPerfon,  (hould  beput  into  hotWater  and  boiled  to 
Death.  This  Aft  was  made,  adds  he,  becaufe  one 
Richard  Roofe,  in  the  Parliament  Time,  had  poi- 
foned  divers  Peribns  in  the  Bifhop  of  Rochejlefs 
Palace,  for  which  Fact  he  was  boiled  in  Smithfeld, 
On  the  15th  of  "January  1532,  the  fame  Par- 
Anno  Regni  23,  Hament  fat  again ;  and,  to  mew  what  Effect  the 
1532.  Pope's  Anfwer  to  their  Letter  had  had  upon  them, 
the  firft  Thing,  they  went  upon  in  this  fourth  Seffion, 
was  to  exhibit  a  Complaint  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, againft  the  Clergy  in  regard  to  their  Ordi- 
naries;  for  calling  Men  before  them,  Ex  Officio, 
and  charging  them  with  Herefy,  without  producing 
their  Accufers.  Which  was  the  more  grievous  to 
the  Publick,  becaufe  the  Party,  fo  cited,  mull  either 
abjure  or  be  burned  for  an  Heretick. 
The  Commons  This,  and  other  Complaints  for  Exactions  done 
Remonftrance  to  by  the  Clergy  in  their  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  were 
theck"8  asa'nftlonS  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  at  laft,  it 
was  concluded  and  refolved,  that  all  thefe  Grievan- 
ces mould  be  put  in  Writing  and  prefented  to  the 
King.  And  on  the  18th  of  March  the  Speaker, 
accompany'd  with  divers  Knights  of  Shires  and  Bur- 
gefies,  went  into  the  King's  Prefence,  and  there 
declar'd  to  him  how  the  Laity  was  fore  laid  on  by 
the  cruel  Demeanor  of  the  Prelates  and  their  Ordina- 
ries, who  fpared  neither  their  Bodies  nor  Goods. 
Then  he  delivered  to  his  Majefty  a  Schedule  of  their 
Grievances  in  Writing  ;  and  humbly  befeeched 
him  to  take  fuch  Order,  in  that  Cafe,  as  to  his 
moll  high  Wifdom  feemed  moft  convenient.  He 
further  be  fought  the  King,  to  confider  wh  t  Fatigue, 
Charge  and  Coll,  his  humble  Subjects  of  the  Low- 
er Houfe  had  lullained,  fince  the  Beginning  of  this 
Parliament  ;  and  that  it  would  pleafe  his  Majelly, 
out  of  his  princely  Benignity,  to  diffolve  it,  that 
his  Subjects  might  retire  home  to  their  own  Coun- 
tries. 

When  the  King  heard  their  Petition,  he  paufed  a 
while,  and  then  iaid, 

His  Anfwer.  If  "  mt  the  °fice  °f  a  K'n£i  W^°  is  a  Ju^->   " 

be  too  eajy  of  Belief ;  nor  have  lyet>  nor  will  Iufe  the 

fame  i 
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fame  ;  for  I  will  hear  the  Party  accufed  fpeak  before  King  Henry VII  J. 
/  give  Sentence.     Tour  Schedule  contains  feveral  Ar- 
ticles of  great  and  weighty  Matters ;  and,  as  1 perceive , 
is  againjl  the  Prelates  and  Spiritual  Perfons  of  cur 
Realm.     This  Thing  you  defer e  a  Redrefs  of  and. Re- 
formation ;  tuhich  Defire  is  clean  contrary  to  the  laji 
Part  of  your  Petition  ;  for  there  you  require  to  have 
the  Parliament  diffolved  and  to  depart  into  your  own 
Countries  ;  and  yet  you  would  have  a  Reformation  of 
your  Grievances  with  all  Diligence.     Notwiihjiandm'g 
your  Fatigue  and  Charge  hath  been  great  in  tarrying 
here,  I  afj'ure  you  mine  hath  been  no  lefs  than  ycurs ; 
and  yet  all  the  Pains  1  take  for  you*  Welfare  is  to  me 
a   Pleafure.     Therefore,  if  you  expecl  any  Benefit  in 
your  Complaints  -you  mufl  flay  the  Time  or  elje  depart 
without  Remedy.     I  much  commend  you  that  "you  ivill 
not  contend  or  Jland  in  Strife  with  the  Cle.gy,  who 
are  your  Chriftian  Brethren  ;  but  much  more  you  ought 
not,  I  think,  to  contend  with  me,  who  am  your  Sove- 
reign Lord  and  King,  confidenng,  that  I  feek  Pea<e 
and  §>u:etnefs  of  you      I  have  fent  to  yo:  a, Bill  con- 
cerning Wards  and  primier  Seifin,  in  which  Things  I 
am  greatly  wronged  ;  in  this  I  have  offered  you  Rea- 
fon,  as  1  think,  and  as  the  Lords  do  t.o,  for  they  have 
pajfed  the  Bill  and  jet  their  Hands  to  it.     Therefore  I 
do  affure  you,  if  you  will  not  take  a  reafonable  Thing 
when  it  is  offered,  I  will  Jearch  out  the  Extremity  of 
the  Law,  and  then  will  I  not  offer  you  fo  much  again. 
The  Reafon  the  King  mentioned  the  Matter   in 
the  Conclufion  of  his  Speech  to  them  was  this :  It 
was  then  become  a  Cuftoni  for  Men  to  make  Feoff- 
ments of  their  Lands  to  their  Ufts  ;   and  in  their 
Wills  to  fettle  theit  Lands  with  fuch  Remainders, 
that  not  only  the  King  but  all  other  Lords  loft  their 
Wards,  Marriages,  and  Reliefs.      The  King  alfo 
loft  his  primier  Seifin  and  the  Profit  of  the  Livery, 
which  was  to  him  a  great  Lofs.     Wherefore,  fays 
Hall,  he  like  an  indifferent  Prince,  not  willing  to 
take  all  nor  to  lofe  all,  caus'd  a  Bill  to  be  drawn  by 
his  learned  Council,  in  which  it  was  devifed,  that 
every  Man  might  bequeath  half  his  Land,  fo  that 
he  let  the  other  Half  c;o   to  the  Heir  by  Defcent. 
F  3  When 
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KingHenry viii.  When  this  Bill  came  before  the  Commons,  the 
ignorant  Members  oppofed  it  mightily,  and  fpoke 
very  difrefpedlfully  of  the  King's  Council  about  it : 
But  the  wifer  Son,  who  faw  'and  underftood  the 
Mifchicf  to  come,  would  gladly  have  had  the  Bill 
to  pafs  ;  or  at  the  leaft,  to  have  the  King  aflur'd  of 
a  fourth  Part.  Which  Offer,  Hall  fays,  he  himfelf 
was  credibly  inform'd,  the  King  would  have  taken  ; 
hut  fome  wilful  People  would  neither  agree  to  the 
Bill,  as  the  Lords  had  done,  nor  to  any  reafonable 
Qualification  of  the  fame.  This  they  foon  after 
much  repented  of  ;  for  the  King  called  together  the 
Judges  and  the  ableft  Lawyers,  and  they  difputed 
the  Matter  in  Chancerv,  and  agreed  that  Land  could 
not  be  bequeathed  by  Will,  by  the  Cuftom  of  the 
Common  Law.  Whereupon  an  Acl  was  made, 
that  no  Man  might  bequeath  his  Land  or  any  Part  of 
it.  Which  A&,  adds  our  Author,  fore  grieved 
fuch  LorJs  and  Gentlemen  who  had  many  Children 
to  provide  for ;  and  fhewed  the  fimple  what  Mifchief 
they  had  brought  on  themfelves  by  Blindnefs  and 
Obftinacy. 

About  this  Time,  on  occafion  of  Ea/ler,  the  Par- 
liament was  prorogued  to  the  Tenth  vt  April ;  and, 
being  once  more  met,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  with 
the  Dukes  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  the  Earls  of  A- 
rimdel,  Oxford,  Northumberland,  Wiltjhhe  and  Svf~ 
Jcxt  were  lent  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  the  Com- 
mons ;  wfien,  being  fat  down,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
declared  to  them,  'That  the  King  had  been  inform- 
4  ed  bv  h:s  Council,  and  efpecially  by  the  Duke  of 

*  Norfolk,  that  on   the  Marfhes  between  England 
'  and  Scotland  were  very  few  Towns  or  Habitations 

*  on  the  En  gift  Side,  but  on  the  other  many;  fo 

*  that  the  Scots  inhabited   up  to  the  very  Borders : 
'  For  which  Reifon  thev  invaded  England  feveral 

*  Times,  and  did  the  King'.'?  Subjects  much  Hurt 
4  -nr.d  Difpleafure.     That,  in  oidcr  ro  remedy  this, 

*  his  Majefty  intended  to  build  Villages  and  Houfcs 
'  on  this  Side  ;  and  alfo,  to  renew  feveral  Piles  and 

*  Stops  to  hinder  thefe  Invafions,  to  the  great  Con- 

*  yenience  of  all  the  Inhabitants  thereabouts.     But, 

1  as 
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'  as  this  Thing  could  not  be  done  without  much  KingHemyViil. 
'  Expence,  the  Lord?,  considering  the  King's  good 
'  Intent  in  ir,  had  agreed  to  allow  lbme  reafonable  £  J^^^cf 
1  Aid  towards  it,  and  prayed  the  Commons  to  con   the  Northern 
'  fult  about  the  fame.'     \Vhich  faid,  they  all  with-  Borders, 
drew.    The  Commons  took  this  Affair  into  Confe- 
deration, and  unanimoufly  voted  the  King  a  Fif- 
teenth^ to  fupport  the  Expence  ;  but  it  was  not 
concluded  this  Seflion  :  For,  fays  Hall,  a  Plague  fud-^ 
denly  breaking  out  at  Wejiminjler^  the  Parliament 
was  prorogued  to  the  next  Year. 

An  Abftradr.  of  the  moft  remarkable  Statutes,  made 
in  this  Seflion,  is  drawn  out  by  Lord  Herbert^  as 
follows  : 

*  Whereas  it  was  ufual  in  former  Times  thatA^s  a&,d 
Clerks  who  committed  petty  Treafon,  Murder,  or 
Felony,  were,   through  a  certain  Privilege  of  the 
Church,   deliver'd    to  their  Ordinaries,   who   alfo 
thereupon,  for  Lucre  or  other  undue  Motives,  did 

fuffer  them  to  make  their  Purgation  by  fuch  as  no- 
thing knew  of  their  Mifdeeds,  to  the  great  Scandal 
of  Juftice  :  It  was  now  enadled,  that  none  fhould 
have  the  Benefit  of  this  Recourfe  to  the  Ordinary, 
but  thofe  who  were  within  holy  Orders,  and  yet  to 
find  fufficient  Sureties  for  their  good  Behaviour. 
This  Aft  yet  not  to  extend  to  thole,  who  being 
attainted  of  Felony,  or  Murder,  are  after  admitted 
to  their  Clergy,  and  fo  deliver'd  to  the  Ordinary, 
It  was  provided  alfo,  that  Ordinaries,  having  fuch 
Perfons  in  their  Cuftody,  might  degrade  them,  and 
fend  them  to  the  King 's-Bencb  to  be  detain'd. 

*  It  was  enacted  alfo,  how  Perjuries  and  untrue 
Verdicls  fhould  be  punifhed.  And  this  was  to  the 
lingular  Benefit  of  the  Subject ;  there  being  no  Mif- 
chief  fo  eafy  to  be  done,  fo  irreparable  in  their  Con- 
fluence, or  unlimited  in  their  Extent,  as  thofe  of 
this  Kind. 

1  And,  whereas  the  Commiflion  of  Sewers  being 
about  Sea- Walls,  Gutters,  Banks,  ts'c.  and  Dams, 
Wecrs,  i£c.  in  frefh  Rivers,  was  not  particularly 
enough  fet  down  heretofore ;  it  was  now  declared, 
and  interpreted.-  And  this  was  much  for  the  Bene- 
F  4  <  fit 
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Kbg Henry viii.  fit  of  the   Sea-Coafts,    and   making   fmall  Rivers 
navigable. 

1  Whereas  alfo  Statutes  of  the  Staple  were  hereto- 
fore ufed  only  betwixt  Merchant  and  Merchant,  for 
fuch  Merchandize  of  the  Staple,  as  palled  betwixt 
them  ;  the  Ufe  thereof  was  now  permitted  to  o- 
thers  of  the  King's  Subjects  upon  certain  Conditions. 
And  this  not  only  enlarged  Contrails,  but  ftrengthen- 
ed  much  the  Sinews  of  them. 

*  Whereas  heretofore  the  King's  Subjects  were 
ordinarily  called  by  Citations  to  appear  in  the  Arches, 
Audience,  and  other  High  Courts  of  the  Arch- 
bifhops  of  this  Realm,  to  anfwer  to  many  furmifed 
Caufes ;  and  that  they  who  refufed,  were  excom- 
municated or  fufpended  from  divine  Service  j  it  was 
now  enacted,  that  none  fliould  be  fo  cited  but  in 
certain  Cafes  declared  in  the  laid  Statute. 

,  *  Feofments  of  Lands  alio  to  the  Ufe  of  a  Church, 

as  being  little  different  from  Mortmain,  were  made 
void. 

8  Whereas  divers,  having  the  Benefit  of  their 
Clergy,  were  afterwards  committed  to  their  Or- 
dinaries, and  did  there  break  Prifon  ;  it  was  now 
declared  Felony. 

*  Divers  other  good  Statutes  palled  alfo  this  Sef- 
fion ;  which  yet,  for  being  merely  legal,  or  limited 
to  certain  Places,  are  not  here  recited. 

4  This  YeaTalfo  an  Adt  palled,  concerning  An- 

nates,  or  the  Firft-Fruits  of  Bifhopricks,  paid  ufually 

A&  relating  to^  tQ  ^  gee  Qf  Romet)  for  the  obtaining  of  Palls,  Bulls, 

nates  to  Rome.  &c.(m)  The  Preamble  and  Confederation  whereof 
was  (as  appears  in  the  Records)  i.  The  great  Sums 
of  Money  already  palled  out  of  the  Kingdom  that 
Way,  (being  no  lefs  than  One  Hundred  and  Sixty 
Thoufand  Pounds  Sterling,  fmce  the  fecond  Year  of 
Henry  the  Seven thj  z.  That  more  was  likely  to 
be  fhortly  tranlported,  by  tealbn  many  of  the  Bi- 
fhops  are  aged.  3.  That  the  firlt  Ule  and  Grant 
of  them  was  for  maintaining  Arms  again  ft  Infidels. 
So  that  it  was  enadted,  that  they  fliould   henceforth 

ceale, 

(«)  This  A£l  is  not  printed  in  the  Statute-Books,  and  therefore 
Bilhop  Burnet  hath  pubtiuYd  it  at  lengrh,  amongft  the  Colledtion  of 
Records  to  his  firft  Vol.  of  the  Reformation,    No.  XLI. 
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ceafe,  and  no  more  Money  to  be  piid  to  Rome  to  KingHenryVin. 
that  Intent,  except  as  is  hereafter  fpecified,  (viz.) 
Left  the  Court  of  Rome  mould  think  themfelvcs  ir- 
remunerated  for  their  Pain,  in  making  and  fealing 
Bulls  in  Lead,  &c.  it  was  ordain'd,  that  there  may 
be  allow'd  for  the  faid  Bulls  five  Pounds  in  the  Hun- 
dred, according  to  the  Rate  of  each  Bifhoprick's 
clear  Value  above  all  Charges.  And  if  any  Man, 
being  chofen  to  a  Bifhoprick,  and  prefented  by  the 
King  to  the  Pope,  (hall  hereupon  find  any  Lett  or 
Hindrance,  by  Reftraint  of  his  Bulls,  upon  conve- 
nient Suit  for  the  fame  ;  then  he  may  be  named 
and  prefented  by  the  King's  Highnefs  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  the  Province,  who  (hall  confecrate  him  ; 
or,  the  faid  Archbifhop  delaying  under  pretence  of 
wanting  Pall,  Bull,  tfc.  the  Perfon  fo  named  mall 
be  confecrated,  and  inverted  by  any  two  Bifhops  of 
the  Land  whom  the  King  (hall  appoint  thereto; 
and  mall  be  held  and  reputed  thereafter  as  a  compleat 
Bifhop.  But  of  this  Act  we  fhall  fpeak  again  when 
we  come  to  the  25th  Year  of  the  King.  For  tho' 
it  pafs'd  the  Parliament  now,  and  the  King  gave  his 
Ailent  thereto ;  yet  Power  was  referv'd  for  him  to 
annul  or  confirm  the  fame  any  Time  within  two 
Years  next  following. 

*  Moreover,  in  this  Statute,  the  King  and  his  Par- 
liament declare,  that  they  do  not  intend  to  ufe  any 
Extremity  or  Violence,  before  gentle  and  courteous 
Ways  have  been  attempted.  But  if  it  (hall  pleafe 
the  King  to  propofe  an  amicable  Composition  to 
the  Pope,  and  his  Holinefs  fhall  be  content  either 
to  abolifh  or  moderate  thofe  Annates ;  then  the 
Compofition,  fo  made,  to  (land  firm.  But  if,  upon 
the  faid  amicable  Propofitions,  the  Realm  cannot  be 
difburthen'd,  and  that,  for  the  Continuance  of  the 
fame,  the  Pope  fhall  unjuflly  vex,  and  difquiet  the 
King  or  his  Subjects  by  any  Excommunication,  csV. 
be  it  then  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  that 
the  King's  Highnefi-,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs,  Kings 
of  England,  and  all  his  Spiritual  and  Lay  Subjects 
of  the  fame,  without  any  Scruple  of  Conlcience, 
fhall  and  may  lawfullv,  to  the  Honour  of  Almighty 

God, 
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KingHenryViii.  God,  the  Increafe  and  Continuance  of  Virtue  and 
good  Example  within  this  Realm,  (the  faid  Cen- 
iures,  Excommunications,  Interdictions,  Compul- 
fories,  or  any  of  them  notwithftanding)  minirter  or 
caufe  to  be  miniftred  throughout  this  faid  Realm, 
and  all  other  the  Dominions  and  Territories  belong- 
ing or  appertaining  thereunto,  all  and  all  Manner  of 
Sacraments,  Sacramentals,  Ceremonies,  or  other  Di- 
vine Service  of  Holy  Church,  on  any  other  Thing 
or  Things,  neceflary  for  the  Health  of  the  Soul  of 
Mankind,  as  they  heretofore,  at  any  Time  or 
Times,  have  been  virtuoufly  ufed  or  accuftomed  to 
do  within  the  lame.  And  that  no  Manner  of  fuch 
Cenfures,  Excommunications,  Interdictions,  or  any 
other  Procefs  or  Compulfories  mail  by  any  of  the 
Prelates,  or  other  fpirkual  Fathers  of  this  Realm, 
nor  by  any  of  their  Minifters  or  Subftitutes,  be  at 
any  Time  or  Times  hereafter  publifhed,  executed, 
or  divulged,  in  any  manner  of  ways. 

*  This  Act  being  pafs'd,  ourKing  made  ufe  thereof, 
to  terrify  the  Pope,  which  had  its  Effect  ;  as  we  find 
by  our  Ambailadors  Letters  dated  from  Rome,  April 
29>  *532>  though  together,  as  they  were  initructed 
from  hence,  his  Holhefs  was  told  by  them,  that 
our  King  had  referved  the  whole  Bufinefs  to  his  own 
Power  and  Difcretion  ;  which  however  it  appeas'd 
the  Pope  a  while,  yet  as  Matters  pafs'd  afterwards, 
this  Statute  had  its  final  Confirmation  in  the  next 
Parliament.' 

In  the  Beginning  of  this  Year,  our  Cotempo- 
rnry  Hiitorian  informs  us,  that  the  Lady  Anne 
Boleyn  was  fo  much  in  the  King's  good  Graces 
that  the  common  People,  who  knew  not  the  King's 
true  Intent,  thought  the  Queen's  Abfence  from  him 
was,  only,  for  her  Sake.  This  harfh  Expreflion  our 
Hiftorian  endeavours  to  foften,  by  informing  us, 
that  the  true  Rcafon  for  the  King's  Neglect  of  the 
Queen,  was,  becaule  he  was,  openly,  rebuked  by 
Preachers  for  keeping  Company  with  his  P.rother's 
<.-i"?ir  with"*  °  Wife ;  fo  that  he  refolved  to  refrain  himfelf  till  the 
ti^aa Catherine.  Caufe  was  fairly  tried  between  them. 

In 
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In  Aprils  and  in  the  twenty-fourth  Year  of  this  KbgHenryVnL 
King's  Reign,  the  fame  Parliament  met  again,  when 
the  Affair  of  the  Divorce  began  now  again  to  be  Anno  Regni  24. 
canvafled.     The,  already,  repudiated  Queen  want-      ^P'  ft 
ed  not  thofe  who  defended  her  Caufe  publickly,  both 
in  Books,  and  Sermons  ;  the  chief  of  which  were 
John  Fijber  Bifhop  of  Rochejler,  and  Thomas  Abel, 
her  Chaplain.     The  Pope  had,  alfo,  made  his  laft 
Attack  on  Henry's  Conlcience,  by  a   mild  expoftu- 
lating  Letter,  kindly  exhorting  him  to  put  away 
Anne  Boleyn,  and  take  again  Catherine,  his  lawful 
Wife.     But  all  this  did   no  good  on  Henry ;  who, 
being  told,  that  one  Temfey  a  Member  of  the  Houle 
of  Commons,   had  made  a  Motion,  this  Seffion,  A  M<*'w »  the 
that  tkey  Jhould  all  petition  the  King  to  take  his  gueen  K^Tiake  h« 
again  ;  he  fent  for  Sir  Thomas  Audley,  their  Speaker,  again, 
and  talked  to  him  to  this  Efreft  (n)  :    «'  That  he 
M  wondered  any  amongft  them,  fhould  meddle  in 
"  Bufinefles,  which  could  not  properly  be  determi- 
'*  ned  in  their  Houfe.     But,  for  this  Particular,  it 
"  concerned  his  Soul   fo    much,    that  he  many 
•*  Times  wifhed  the  Marriage  had  been  good  ;  yet, 
u  fince  the  Doctors  of  the  Univerfities  had,  general- 
"  ly,  declared  it  unlawful,  he  could  do  no  lefs  than 
"  abftain  from  her  Company.     He,  therefore  de- 
"  fired  them  to  take  this  as  the  true  Reafon,  with- 
"  out  imputing  it  to  any  wanton  Appetite  :  Since, 
•*  being  in  the  forty-fVft  Year  of  his  Age,  it  might 
"  juftly  be  prefumed  fuch  Motions  were  not  fo 
u  ftrong  in  him  as  formerly.     That  they  might  He  pleads  c»- 
"  the  better  underftand  this,  he  told  them  he  had  ftfence  for  his 
l*  informed  himfelf  from  all  Parts  of  Chrijlendom  RefufaL 
"  concerning  ftrange  Marriages ;  and,  that,  except, 
"  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  no  Man  had  done  fo  much 
"  as  marry  two  Sifters,  if  the  firft  was  carnally 
"  knoivn(o).     Bur,  for  a  Brother  to  marry  a  Bro- 

44  ther's 

(»)  KtNNiT,  Vol.  II.  Pag.  158.  from  Hall's  Cbronick, 
Fol.  v.CV.  Who  fays  farther,  that  Mr.  Tcmje  mentioned  feveral 
great  Mischiefs,  in  bafta'dizing  the  Lady  Mary,  that  muft  inevitably 
enfue. 

(1,  Againft  this  AfTerricn  Polydore  Vergil  hath  left  us  this  Tefti- 
-ipony.    After  ui^ing  a  Maxim  in  the  Lcvitical  Law,  Deut.  Cap.  25. 

That 
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King  Henry viil. "  tber's  Wife,  was  a  Thing  fo  abhorred  a  mongft 
M  all  Nations,  that  he  never  heard  that  any  Chri- 
"  ftian  ever  did  fo  but  himfelf.  He  wifhed  them 
li  therefore  to  believe,  that  his  Confcience  was 
"  much  troubled  about  it. " 

Some  Time  after,  the  King  fent  for  the  Speaker 

again,  to  give  him  the  Anfwer  which  the  Clergy 

had  delivered  in,  relating  to  the  Complaints  the 

Commons  had  exhibited  againft  them  in  the  laft 

Farther  Proceed-  Seflion.     The  King  himfelf  feemed  not  at  all  pleaf- 

ings  as  tothePa-  ed  with  it  i  and  further  told  them,  '*  He  had  found 

P»l  Authority.      tt   tbat  ^  Cjergy  of   hig  Rea,m  were    but   his  j,ajf 

"  Subjects,  or  lcarce  fo  much  ;  every  Bithop  or 
"  Abbot,  at  the  entering  into  his  Dignity,  taking 
"  an  Oath  to  the  P  >pe,  derogatory  to  that:  of  their 
u  Fidelity  to  the  King  ;  which  Contradiction  he 
ct  defired  his  Parliament  to  confider  on,  and  take  it 
"  away."  Whereupon,  fays  Lord  Herbert,  thefe 
two  Oaths  (p)  being  read  in  the  Houfe,  and  confi- 
dered,  they  fo  handled  the  Bufinefs  then,  that  it  oc- 
cafioned  a  final  Renunciation  of  the  Pope's  Supre- 
macy in  England,  two  Years  after. 

This  Seflion  lafted  from  the  Date  aforefaid,  to 
May  15th  that  Year,  at  which  Time  the  Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued  again  ;  but  no  particular  Time 
mentioned.  At  the  End  of  this  Seffiort,  the  famous 
Sir  Thomas  More,  Lord  Chancellor,  got  Leave  to 
reiign  the  Seals  j  and  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  Thomas 
Audley,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe.  of  Commons,  now 
knighted  for  that  Purpofe.  In  the  Courfe  of  Lord 
Herbert' %  Hiftory,  we  meet  with  no  other  Seflion 
Ann»533^+-  24*  ^  f^c  Beginning  of  the  Year  1533,  when,  on  Feb- 
At  Weftminfter.  ruary  the  4th,  the  fame  Parliament  iat  again,  and 
made  leveral  Statutes. 

The 

That  a  Man  may  marry  his  Brother's  Wife,  if  fhe  had  no  Children 
by  him,  that  his  Name  may  not  be  loft  *n  Israel,  he  fays,  Atque 
Cafus  inopinatus  ivterveniJJ'e  dicitur,  quafi  Tejiis  tion  violate  Vtrgim- 
tatit  Catharinae,  quod  ei  (Arthuris)  per  Imbecilitatem  Naturae  Viri 
admodum  Adolefcentis,  Virginem  adbuc  effe  licuerit,  Jicut  ilia  /ancle 
ajjirmabat ,  et  cum  ea  teftabantur  Famina  probatiffima,  quibus  cum 
ilia  de  Rebus  fuis  Secretioribus  Jape  communicate  jolebat.  Pol.  Verg. 
Lib.  XXV  J  I.   P.  619. 

(p)  See  the  Form  of  thefe  Caths  in  the  Statutes  at  Large,  and  ia 
Burritt's'  Reformation }  Vol.  I.  Pag.  133. 
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'  The  chief  Laws  enacted  were  (a),  '  That  allVic-  King'HenryVm. 
tuals  fhould  be  fold  by  the  larger  Kind  of  Weight 
Avoirdupois.  That  the  Price  of  a  Pound  of  Beef  or Laws  enaaed- 
Pork  (hould  he  a  Half-penny  at  moft ;  and  of  Mut- 
ton or  Veal  Three  Farthing?,  and  lefs,  where  it  was 
ufually  fold  for  lefs.  This  Law  yet  was  finally 
repeal'd  in  regard  unfeafonable  Years  did  not  permit 
a  certain  Rule  in  thefe  Things,  and  fome  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  were  appointed  to  fet  the 
Prices. 

'  That  they  who  kill'd  any  Perfon  attempting  to 
rob  by  or  near  the  High-way,  or  that  broke  Houfes, 
fhould  be  acquitted  without  forfeiting  either  Goods 
or  Lands. 

*  That  no  Appeals  mould  be  made  out  of  tliis  Aft  t0  pr0Hibit 
Realm  for  thefe  Reafons,  viz.  That  whereas  the  Appeals  to  Rome. 
Kingdom  of  England  was  a  juft  Empire,  furnifh'd 
with  fuch  able  Perfons  both  Spiritual  and  Temporal 
as  could  decide  all  Controverfies  arifing  in  it :  And 
whereas  Edward  I.  Edward  III.  Richard  II.  Hen- 
ry IV.  and  other  Kings  of  this  Realm,  had  made 
fundry  Ordinances,  Laws  and  Statutes  for  the  Con- 
fervation  of  the  Prerogative,  Liberties  and  Pre-emi- 
nences of  the  faid,  Imperial  Crown,  and  of  the  Ju- 
rifdictions  Spiritual  and  Temporal  of  the  fame  ;  to 
keep  it  from  the  Annoyance  of  the  See  of  Rome,  as 
alfo  from  the  Authority  of  other  Foreign  Potentates 
attempting  the  Diminution  or  Violation  thereof: 
And  becaufe,  notwithftanding  the  faid  Acts,  divers 
Appeals  have  been'fued  to  the  See  of  Rome  in  Caufts 
Teftamentary,  Caufes  of  Matrimony  and  Divorce, 
Right  of  Tythes,  Oblations  and  Obventions,  to  the 
great  Vexation  and  Charge  of  the  King's  Highnefs 
and  his  Subjects,  and  the  Delay  of  Juftice  ;  and  for- 
afmuch  as  the  Diftance  of  the  Way  to  Rome  is  fuch, 
as  the  necelTary  Proofs  and  true  Knowledge  of  the 
Caufe  canrot  be  brought  thither,  and  reprefented  fo 
well  as  in  this  Kingdom  ;  and  that  therefore  many 
Perfons  be  without  Remedy :  It  is  therefore  enacted, 
That  all  Caufes  Teftamentary,  Caufes  of  Matrimo- 
ny 

(q)  Kehnit,  Vol.  II.  Pag.  132, 
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King HenryViir.  ny  and  Divorces,  Tythes,  Oblations  and  Obven- 
tions,  either  commene'd  or  depending  formerly,  or 
which  hereafter  fhall  commence  in  any  of  the  King's 
Dominion?,  (hall  be  heard,  di  feu  fled,  and  definitively 
determin'd,  within  the  King's  Jurildiclion  and  Au- 
thority in  the  Courts  Spiritual  and  Temporal  of  the 
fame,  any  fore;gn  Inhibition  or  Restraints  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,  So,,  that,  although  any 
Excommunication  or  Interdiction  on  this  Occafion 
mould  follow  from  that  See,  the  Prelates  and  Cler- 
gy of  this  Realm  mould  administer  Sacraments  and 
Jay  Divine  Service,  and  do  all  other  their  Duties, 
as  formerly  hath  been  ufed,  upon  Penalty  of  one 
Year's  Imprifonment,  and  Fine  at  the  King's  Plea- 
fure;  and  they  who  procur'd  the  faid  Sentences, 
mould  fall  into  a  Pramumre(r).  As  for  the  Orders 
to  be  obferv'd  henceforth,  it  was  enacted,  That  in 
Suits  commenced  before  the  Arch- Deacon  or  his 
Officials,  Appeal  might  be  made  to  the  Bifhop  of 
the  faid  See  :  And  from  thence,  within  fifteen  Days, 
to  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  or  Archbifliop  of 
York,  refpe&ively  in  their  Provinces,  and  fo  likewife 
to  the  Archbifhops  in  the  King's  other  Dominions. 
Or  if  Suit  be  commene'd  before  the  Archdeacon  of 
any  Archbifliop  or  his  Commiflaries,  then  Appeal 
may  be  made  within  fifteen  Days  to  the  Court  of 
Arches,  and  fo  to  the  Archbifhops  without  farther 
Appeal :  In  all  which  Cafes,  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Archbifliop  and  Church  of  Canterbury  was  referved. 

That 

(r)  As  this  Term  often  occurs,  in  the  Sequel  of  the  Work,  fome 

Explanation  here  may  be  neceflary. The  Etymology  of  the  Word 

is  taken  frc  m  the  Verb  Frxmoneo ;  (  being  bacbaroufly  turned  into 
Pramunire  ;  )  To  forewarn  or  bid  the  Offender  take  heed :  So  that 
the  Offence  becomes  greater  by  being  forewarned  of  the  Puni/hment. 
From  thence  it  became  a  Cant- Word  f\»r  a  Writ  of  that  Name,  or 
the  Cffence  upon  which  a  Writ  is  granted  ;  the  one  may  be  under, 
ftcod  by  the  other  The  Punifhment  was  great ;  being  appointed  by 
the  Statute  of  Richard  II.  Anno  1 6.  Cap  5  exprefly  to  be  thus  : 
'  That  the  Man  ftiould  be  out  of  the  King's  Protection,  attached  in 
'  his  Body,  and  lofe  his  Lands,  Tenements,  Goods  and  Chattels.* 
See  further  on  this  Wurd,  in  Cowei  *i  Lanv  Ditlionary,  Edit.  1727. 

Cambden  fays,  it  w  is  Perpetual  Exile  and  Lois  of  Living.  Cams. 
in  Vita  Elix. 

The  brtneb  have  made  this  Word  a  Subftantive,  as  indeed  it  is 
now  ufed  fo  in  Englijh  ;  Prcmunire,  i.  c,  Emprifonnemcnt  et  Con- 
fikation  it  Bier.s,     Boy tt'i  Di&isnarj, 


Of  E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  95 

That  if  any  Suit  arofe  betwixt  the  King  and  his  KingHenryVlu. 
Subjects,  Appeal  might  be  made  within  fifteen  Days 
to  the  Prelates  of  the  Upper  Houfe  in  the  Convoca- 
tion then  fitting,  or  next  called  by  the  King's  Writ, 
there  to  be  finally  determined.  And  that  they  who 
fhall  take  out  any  Appeal  contrary  to  the  Effect  of 
this  Act,  or  refufe  to  obey  it,  they,  their  Adherents,  ■ 
and  Counfellors,  (hall  incur  the  Penalty  of  the  Sta- 
tute of  lb  Richard  II.' And  it  is  natural  to  fup- 

pofe,  that  the  Spirituality,  finding  the  Power,  invert- 
ed formerly  in  the  Pope,  to  be  derived  now  in  great 
Part  on  them,  did  more  eafily  fuffer  the  Diminution 
of  Papal  Authority. 

?  All  former  Statutes  alfo  made  againfr.  the  Ex- 
cefs  of  Apparel  were  repealed,  and  new  Orders  gi- 
ven, which  yet  flood  not  long  :  There  being  no 
Meafure,  it  feems,  for  Things  that  depended  fo  much 
upon  Fancy  and  Opinion.' 

This  Parliament  did  fo  co-incide  with  the  King's 
Inclinations,  that  the  Statute  to  prevent  Appeals  to 
Rome,  was  made  with  an  Intention  to  hinder  Queen 
Catherine  from  carrying  her  Caufe  into  that  Court. 
And  the  poor  Princefs  had  now  no  other  Way  left 
but  to  reft  by  the  Judgment  of  thole,  who  were  too 
much  influenced  by  the  King,  or  were  her  own 
mortal  Enemies.  Accordingly,  the  Queen  being 
cited  to -appear  before  Cranmer,  then  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  and  other  Delegates,  at  Dunftable  ;  and 
fhe  not  obeying  the  Summons,  the  Archbifhop  pro- 
nounced her  contumacious,  and  proceeded  to  give 
Sentence  againfl  her ;  which  was  an  abiolute  Sepa- 
ration, a  Men/a  et  Thoro,  for  ever.  This  "Affair  Q^een  Cathcr^e 
was  pufh'd  the  falter  for  a  very  good  Reafon*  as  divorc'dandAnn 
Lord  Herbert  obl'erves,  becaufe  the  Pregnancy  of  Bo!ey»  crown*4 
Mrs.  Ann  Bokyn,  whom  Henry  had  privately  mar-  (^icen* 
lied,  became  fo  apparent,  that  it  was  neceilary  to 
make  an  open  E)eclaration  of  it  ;  and  Ann  was 
publickly  crowned  Queen  of  England,  with  the 
Ulual  Ceremonies. 

The  Time  of  this  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament  was 
from  Feb.  4th,  as  before  obferv'd,  to  April  7th,  when 
it  was  then  again  prorogued  to  the  Year  following. 

And 


$6     The  'Tarliamentary  History 

k-   m      viii  And  now  the  Journals  begin  alfo  again,  fo  that  the 
Kmgmnry       -Subftapce   of  what  we  M  give>  relating  to  the 

farther  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament,  is   chiefly 
taken  from  that  Authority, 
p  „„;  „       The   next  Seffion  begun  on  the   15  th    Day   of 

A:mo  Regni  25,  .  J^  c    ,.    n    .  J 

,S34.        January,    in  the  25th  Year  of  this  Reign. 

At  weftmmfter.  The  Bufinefs  of  the  firft  Day  was  taken  up  in 
reading  Appointments  of  Proxies  for  the  anient 
Lords  j  and  an  Adjournment  was  made  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  till  the  17th  of  the  fame  Month.     On 

A?SMn  £ck  wnicn  Day,    Complaint  being  made  to  the  Houfe, 

feftkaTpcwer. "  that  fever al  wicked  Fads  had  been  committed,  every 
Way  worthy  of  Death,  but  by  the  Laws  then  in 
being,  as  the  Judges  declared,  were  not  punifhable 
as  they  ought  to  be  ;  it  was  thought  proper  to  or- 
dain, that  whatever  Perfon,  guilty  of  fuch  Wicked- 
nefs,  fhould  endeavour  to  fkreen  himfelf  from  Juf- 
tice,  by  betaking  himfelf  to  fome  confecrated  Place 
or  Sandtuary,  he  fhould  lofe  the  Benefit  of  the 
Church's  Protection :  And,  that  all  Perfons  found 
guilty  of  Sodomitical  Practices  fhould  fuffer  Death 
for  them.  Which  Crimes  were  remitted  by  the  Houfe 
to  the  Confideration  of  the  Judges,  and  they  were 
ordered  to  draw  up  two  Bills  for  that  Purpofe. 
Thefe  Bills  were  both  Strokes  at  the  Ecclefiafticks 
and  their  Authority,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  Sequel. 

An  Affront,  of  a  very  Angular  Kind,  was  offer'd  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  againft  the  Bifhop  of  Lon- 
don this  Seffion.  Complaint  being  made  by  them 
to  the  Lords,  That  the  Bifhop  had  a  long  Time 
impriibned  one  Thomas,  Philips,  on  Sufpicion  of  He- 
refy,  the  Lords  difmifs'd  the  Complaint,  as  a  Bufi- 
nefs too  frivolous  for  that  Court.     But  the  faid  Bi- 

The,Bifl»©por    (hop  of  London  was  again  lequired,  by  the  Com- 

Lcndon  reiufes  r  r  \.      r>  ^       ..    ■       tit  •  • 

to  anfwer  to  the  mons,  to  anfwer  to  the  Complaint  in  Writing  ; 

Commons  Com-  whereupon  he  acquainted  the  Lords,  that  he  might 

plaint.  have  their  Opinion  ;    and  they  all  agreed,  That  it 

was  not  a  Thing  fit  for  a  Peer  to  anfwer  to  in  fuch 

a  Place. 

Many  were   the   Adts  that    were  pafTed  in  this 
Seffion  of  Parliament,  tho'   the  Statute  Books  have 
much  abridged  them  in  their  Number.    Thefe  only- 
making 
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making  them  to  be  Twenty-  two,  whereas  the  Jour-  KingHenryVUB. 
rials  give  us  the  Titles  of  Thirty-four.     Lord  Her- 
bert has  drawn  up  the  Heads  of  the  mod  remarkable 
Statutes  that  are  printed  ;  and  what  he  hath  omitted 
we  fhall  fubjoinfrom  the  aforefaid  Authority. 

It  was  enafted  (s),  *  That  the  Price  of  Vi&uals  ^as  pafs'd. 
mould  not  be  inhanfed  without  juft  Ground  and 
Reafon.  If  they  were,  then  upon  Complaint  there- 
of, the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  others  who  had  Au- 
thority given  them  herein,  mould  tax  the  faid  Victu- 
als how  they  mould  be  fold,  either  by  the  Owners  or 
by  Vi&uallers.  Alfo  that  no  Corn  or  Cattle  be  car- 
ried beyond  Sea,  without  the  King's  Licence,  unlefs 
either  to  Calais,  Guifnes,  Hammes,  and  their  March- 
es, or  for  Victualling  of  Ships,  &Y, 

*  That  no  Man  indi&ed  of  Murder,  Burglary, 
or  other  Felony,  and  upon  his  Arraignment  land- 
ing mute,  to  prevent  the  Procefs  of  the  Law  againft 
himfelf,  mall  have  Benefit  of  his  Clergy;  but  Law 
fhall  proceed  againft  him  for  the  Crime  whereof  he 
is  indicted,  as  if  he  had  pleaded  to  the  fame,  and 
thereupon  had  been  found  guilty. 

'  Buggery  made  Felony.. 

4  Elizabeth  Barton  (/),  call'd  the  Holy  Maid  of 
Kent,  and  her  Accomplices,  were  attainted  of 
High  Treafon,  for  confpiring  to  flander  the  Divorce 
between  the  King  and  Queen  Katberine,  and  the 
late  Marriage  between  him  and  Queen  Ann. 

Vol.  III.  G  «  Becaufe 

(t)  Abftra&s  of  all  the  Acts  patted  this  Sefiion,  may  be  feen  alfo  ia 
Burnet,  Vol.  I.  p.  144,  &c.  Collier's  Ecclefiaft.  Hift.  Vol.  II. 
p.  87,  &c. 

(r)  Whilft  the  Divorce  was  under  Debate,  one  Elizabeth  Barton, 
commonly  call'd  the  Holy  Maid  of  Kent,  a  Voterefs  in  Canterbury, 
was  taught  by  Booking,  a  Vlonk,  to  counterfeit  many  Trances,  and 
in  the  fame  to  utter  many  pious  ExprefTions,  to  the  Rebuke  of  Sin. 
Under  which  ft-  was  heard  the  more  freely  againft  the  Dodlrine  of 
Luther  and  the  Tra">flation  or  the  Scriptures,  then  defir'd  by  many. 
Alfo  giving  tort h,  from  God  and  his  Saints,  by  fundry  Revelations, 
That  if  the  King  proceeded  in  his  Divorce  and  fecond  Marriage,  he 
ftou  d  not  r''ign  in  his  Xeaim  one  Month  jfrer,  nor  reft  in  God's  Fa- 
vour an  Hour.  But  the  lmpofture  being  detected,  fte  and  feven  of  her 
Ace  mplices,  were  hang'd  at  Tyburn,  tor  Treafon,  and  others  of 
them  fined  and  impjiioned. 

Howell's  Medulla  Hift.  Ang.  An.  1534. 

The  whole  Procefs  againft  this  Elizabeth  Barton,  is  in  Hairs 
Chronicle,  Fol,  ccxx,  &c.  and  Burnet,  Vol.  1.  p.  149,  &c 
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KiSg  Henry vill.  '  Becaufe  by  the  Greedinefsof  fome,  who  have 
gotten  into  their  Hands  much  Cattle  and  many 
Farms,  which  they  have  turned  from  Tillage  to 
Patlure,  efpecially  for  Sheep,  old  Rents  are  raifed, 
Prices  of  Things  inhanfed,  and  fo  much  Poverty 
and  Theft  eniued  :  It  was  enacted,  That  no  Clerk 
mould  have  in  his  own  or  Farmed  Lands  above  zooo 
Sheep,  yet  that  any  Temporal  Perfon  may  keep  up- 
on his  Inheritance  as  many  as  he  will.  Secondly, 
that  no  Man  mail  take  and  hold  above  two  Farms 
at  once,  and  thofe  to  be  in  the  feme  Parifh,  upon 
certain  Penalties  there  fet  down. 

1  The  Statute  of  Henry  IV.  concerning  Here- 
ticks,  was  repealed.  And  it  was  enacted,  That 
Sheriffs  in  their  Turns,  and  Stewards  in  their  Leets, 
may  make  Inquiry  and  Prefentment  of  Hereticks  ; 
who  being  by  two  lawful  Witnefles  accufed,  may 
be  cited  and  arretted  by  an  Ordinary,  and  being  con- 
victed in  open  Court,  (hall  abjure  their  Herefies, 
and  refufingfoto  do,  orrelapfing,  (hall  be  burnt. 

*  Alfo  the  Statute  of  Richard  III.  permitting  free 
Importation  of  all  Kind  of  Books,  was  repealed. 
And,  for  the  Benefit  of  our  Book-binders,  it  was 
enacted,  That  no  Bookfeller  mould  buy  any  Books 
bound  beyond  Sea;  nor  any,  though  unbound,  of  any 
Stranger  but  by  Engrofs.  And  if  the  Prices  of 
Books  chance  to  be  raifed  above  Reafon,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer,  the  Chief  Juftice  of 
either  Bench,  or  any  two  of  them,  mall  moderate 
the  fame,  upon  a  certain  Penalty. 

'  Whereas  the  Clergy  have  truly  acknowledged, 
that  the  Convocation  is  always  aflembled  by  the 
King's  Authority,  and  have  promis'd  his  Majefty, 
that  they  will  not  henceforth  make  or  alledge  any 
new  Conftitution,  without  his  Highnefs's  Afient 
and  Licence  :  And  whereas  divers  Conftituu'ons  and 
Canons,  Provincial  and  Synodal,  heretofore  enacted, 
are  thought  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  King's  Preroga- 
tive, and  contrary  to  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  and 
enormous  to  the  People  ;  and  the  faid  Clergy  there- 
fore hath  humbly  befought  his  Majefty  that  the  faid 
Conftitutions  and  Canons  may  be  committed  to  the 

Exarni- 
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Examination  of  thirty-two  Men,  to  be  named  by  KingHenr/VTK» 
his  Majefty,  or  fixteen  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  fixteen  of  the  Clergy,  who  may  annul 
or  confirm  the  fame,  as  they  find  Caufe  ;  it  is  en- 
acted, That  all  Convocations  fhall  be  henceforth 
called  by  the  King's  Writ,  and  that  in  them  nothing  SSrd^A? 
mail' be  promulged  or  executed  without  his  High-  King'*  Writ, 
nefs's  Licence,  under  Pain  of  Imprifonment  of  the 
Authors,  and  Mulct  at  the  King's  Will.  And  that 
his  Highnefs  fhall  at  his  Pleafure,  feeing  the  Time 
of  this  Parliament  is  too  fhort,  appoint  thirty-two 
Men  as  aforeikid,  to  furvey  the  faid  Canons  and 
Conftitutions,  for  the  Confirmation  or  Abolition  of 
the  fame. 

'  And  as  concerning  Appeals,  they  fhall  be  made, 
according  to  the  Statutes  made  the  laft  Year,  from 
inferior  Courts,  to  the  Archbifhops  ;  and  for  lack 
of  Juftice  there,  to  the  King's  Majefty  in  his  Court 
®f  Chancery. 

'  And  as  concerning  Annates  ufed  to  be  paid  to  Payment  of  Aa- 
Rome  by  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops,  and  Bulls  and  nates  to  the  Poife 
Palls  to  be  had'  from  thence,  fince  there  hath  been  forbid* 
heretofore  an  Act  palled,  and  the  Bifhop  of  Rome% 
otherwife  called  Pope,  being  informed  thereof,  hath 
as  yet  devis'd  no  Way  with  the  King's  Highnefs  for 
Redrefs  of  the  fame  ;  his  Highnefs  hath  now  con- 
firm'd  and  ratified  the  fame  Ad*  and  every  Article 
thereof,  and  the  Parliament  doth  enact  the  fame, 
with  this  Addition,  that  from  henceforth  no  Bifhop 
fhall  be  commended,  prefented  or  nominated^  by 
the  Bifhop  of  Rome,  nor  fhall  fend  thither  to  pro- 
cure any  Bulls  or  Palls,  &c.  but  that  at  every  Vacan- 
cy of  a  Bifhoptick,  the  King  fhall  fend  to  the 
Chapter  of  the  Cathedral  a  Licence,  as  of  old  hath 
been  accuftomed,  to  proceed  to  Election  ;  which 
Election  being  deferred  above  twelve  Days  next  en- 
fuing  fhall  belong  to  the  King,  but  being  made 
within  the  Time  limited  fhall  be  held  firm  and 
good  ;  and  the  Perfon  fo  elected,  after  Certification 
of  his  Election  to  the  King's  Highnefs,  and  Oath  of 
Fealty  taken  to  him,  fhall  be  ftiled  Bifhop  Elect  j 
'  and  fo  by  his  Majefty  be  commended  to  the  Arch- 
er 2  tffho* 
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KfflgHenryVlii.  bifhop  of  the  Province,  to  be  inverted  and  confe- 
crated.  And  if  the  Perfons,  to  whom  this  Election, 
or  Confecration,  belongeth,  neglect  or  refufe  to 
perform  the  fame,  or  admit,  or  execute  any  Cen- 
fures,  Interdictions,  &c.  to  the  contrary,  they  fhall 
incur  the  Penalty  of  the  Law  of  Pramunire. 

1  Whereas  the  People  of  this  Land  have  been 
much  impoveriflied  by  the  ufurped  Exactions  of  the 
Bifhop  of  Rome,  under  the  Title  of  Peter-Pence  (u), 
And lalfo  of  Pe-  Procurations,  Expedition  of  Bulls,  Delegacies, 
ter-Pence.  Difpenfations,  csV.  it  is  enafted,  That  fuch  Impo- 
fition  be  no  more  paid  ;  and  that  neither  the  King's 
Highnefs,  nor  any  Subject  of  his,  fhall  fue  for  any 
Difpenfation,  Faculty,  Delegacy,  csV.  to  the  See 
of  Rome,  but  that  any  fuch  Difpenfation,  csV.  for 
Caufes  not  being  contrary  to  the  Law  of  God, 
which  were  wont  to  be  had  from  Rome,  may  be 
now  granted  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
as  well  to  the  King's  Highnefs,  as  to  his  Subjects ; 
but  in  thofe  Things  which  were  not  wont  to  be 
granted  by  the  See  of  Rome,  the  faid  Archbifhop 
fhall  not  meddle,  without  the  King's  Licence. 
Provided  that  all  Difpenfations,  &c.  whofe  Expe- 
dition at  Rome  came  to  four  Pounds  and  upwards, 
(hall  be  confirmed  by  the  King's  Seal  and  enrolled  in 
Chancery;  thofe  below  four  Pounds  pafling  under 
the  Archbifhop's  Seal   only.     That  the  Fees  for 

.     thefe 

("^Peter-Pence,  hath  Been  fo  often  mentioned  intheCourfe 
•f  this  Work,  that  it  feems  necefiary  to  give  fame  Account  of  it, 
efpecially  at  this  Time,  when  it  was  wholly  abolifhed  in  England. 
An  eminent  Author  fays,  he  found  a  Copy  of  the  yearly  Value  of 
this  holy  Tax  in  an  old  MS.  belonging  to  the  Church  of  Cbicbefter. 

I.    s.    J. 
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An  hiftorical  Vindication  of  the  Chumb  of  England,  ly  Sir  Rogt* 
Vvjrfdtn,  Quarto,  Land,  1657,  p.  77. 
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thefe  Difpenfations  mall  be  limited  by  the  faid  Arch-  KingHenryVin. 
bifhop,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  and  a  Part  of  the 
fame,  be  they  great  or  fmall,  mail  always  come  to 
the  King's  Hands.  As  for  all  Monafteries,  Colle- 
ges, Hoipitals  heretofore  exempt,  the  King  only, 
and  not  the  Archbifhop,  mould  have  Authority  to 
vilit  them. 

•  Laftly,  upon  the  Suit  of  the  Parliament  to  the  _ 

King,  for  the  eftablifhing  of  the  Succeffion  to  theriagee  JjIhQu«n 
Crown,  the  Uncertainty  whereof  hath  caufed  here-  Katherine  deda- 
tofore  much  Divifion  and  Bloodfhed  in  this  Realms  [^  voi^^ 
it  was  enafled,  That  the  King's  Marriage  with  the  BokyiTJonfirm'd 
Lady  Katherine,  Wife,  and  carnally  known  to  his  by  Law. 
Brother  Prince  Arthur,  as  was  lawfully  proved  be- 
fore Thomas  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  as  contrary 
to  God's  Law,  (hall  be  held  void,  and  fhe  ftiled  no 
more  Queen,  but  Dowager  to  Prince  Arthur ;  and 
the  Matrimony  with  Queen  Anne  fhal!  be  taken  for 
firm  and  good,  and  the  UTue  thence  procreate  be 
accounted  lawful ;  the  Inheritance  of  the  Crown  to 
belong  to  the  fame  in  Manner  following,  viz.  firft 
to  the  elded  Son  begotten  by  the  King  on  Queen 
Anne,  and  to  the  Heirs  of  the  faid  Son  lawfully  be- 
gotten ;  and  for  Default  of  fuch  Heir,  then  to  the 
fecond  Son,  &c.  and  if  Queen  Anne  deceafe  with- 
out Iffue  Male,  then  the  Crown  to  defcend  to  the 
Son  and  Heir  of  the  King's  Body  lawfully  begotten, 
and  the  Heirs  of  the  faid  Son  lawfully  begotten  5 
and  for  a  Default  of  fuch  Iffue,  to  the  fecond  Son 
in  like  manner,  &c.  And  for  Default  of  Sons,  that 
then  the  Crown  fliall  belong  to  the  Iffue  Female  of 
the  King  by  Queen  Anne ;  and  firft  to  the  firft  be- 
gotten the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  and  to  the  Heirs  of 
her  Body  lawfully  begotten  ;  and  for  Default  of  fuch 
Iflue,  then  to  the  fecond  Daughter  in  like  Sort,  &c. 
and  for  Default  of  all  fuch  Iffue,  to  the  right  Heirs 
of  the  King's  Highnefs.  It  was  ordained,  that  this 
Aut  fhall  be  proclaimed  before  May  next  throughout 
the  Kingdom.  And  all  Perfons  of  Age  fhall  fwear 
to  accept  and  maintain  the  fame  :  They  who  refufe 
the  Oath  {landing  guilty  of  Mifprifion  of  High 
Treafon  ;  and  they  who  i'peak  or  write  againft  the 
G  3  Marriage 
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KiVHenryVHi.  Marriage  or  Succeflion  here  cftablifhed,  to  be  ad- 
judged Traitors. 

*  Befides  all  this,  the  prefent  Statute  exprefTed 
certain  Degrees  of  prohibited  Marriage  ;  amongft 
which,  that  between  the  Brother  and  Brother's  Wife 
was  one,  which  being  againft  God's  Laws  could  not 
be  difpensM  with  by  Man,  and  therefore  no  fuch 
Marriages  (hall  hereafter  be  made  ;  and  thofe  that 
are  made  already  fhall  be  by  the  Ordinary  diflblved, 
and'  thofe  that  are  already  fo  diflblved,  fhall  be 
efteemed  juftly  and  lawfully  diflblved,  and  the  Iflue 
thence  proceeding  illegitimate. 

Befides  the  Acts  mentioned  by  Lord  Herbert,  to 
be  puffed  this  SefP.on,  there  was  another  for  attaint- 
ing Bifhop  Fijher  and  Sir  Thomas  More  intended, 
for  holding    fome  Correipondence  with  the  Holy 
Maid  of  Kent.     But  there  appearing  no  Malignity 
in  this  Commerce,  the  King,  on  their  humble  Sub- 
miflion,  prevented  the  Bill  from  palling.     Fijher's 
Letter  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  this  Occafion, 
excufing  himfelf  from  having  any  ill  Intent  in  the 
Matter,  is  fo  Angular  as  to  merit  a  Place  in  thefe 
Enquiries. 
My  Lords, 
,         *  Aftei  (x)  my  moffc  humble  Commendations  un- 
viJrcation  of    *  t0  a^  V0ur  g°^d  Lordfhips,  that  fit  in  this  molt  high 
Jiimfelf  m reia-  *  Court  of  Parliament  ;    I  befeech  in  like  Manner 
tion  to  the  Holy  t  to  hear  and  to  tender  this  my  Suit,  which  by  Ne- 

*  ceility  1  am    now  driven  to  make  unto  all  your 

*  Lordfhips  inWridng  ;  becaufe  I  may  not  by  rea- 
f  fon  of  Difeafe  and  Weaknefs  at  this  Time  be  pre- 

*  fentmyfelf  before  you,  without  Peril  of  Deftruc- 

*  tion  of  my  Body,  as  heretofore  I  have  written  to 
'  Mr  Cromwell;  which  gave  me  no  Comfort  to  ob- 

*  tain  of  the  King's  Grace,  Refpire  for  my  Abfence 

*  till  I  be  recovered.  If  I  might  have  been  prelent 
'  myfelf,  I  doubt  not  but  the  great  Weaknefs  of  my 

*  Body,  w'uh  other  manifold  Infirmities,  would 
c  have  mov'd  you  much  rather  to  have  Pity  of  my 
?  Giufeand  Matter;  whereby  I  am   put  under  this 

*  grievous  Trouble. 

<  So 

(*)  Collier's  £«/<•/*/?.  Biji.  Vol.  II.  p.  87,  from  the  Original. 
f»ttcj>,  Ckef.  E.  Vi.  Foi,  166. 
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*  So  it  is,  my  good  Lords,  that  I  am  inform'd  of  KingHeijryVflfc 
a  certain  Bill  that  is  put  into  this  high  Court  a- 
gainft:  me  and  others  concerning  the  Matter  of  the 
Nun  of  Canterbury,  which  Thing  is  to  me  no 
little  Heavinefs,  and  raoft  fpecially  in  this  piteous 
Condition  that  I  am  in. 

'  Neverthelefs,  I  truft  in  your  Honours  Wifdoms 
and  Confciences,  that  you  will  not  in  this  high 
Court,  fuffer  any  Act  or  Condemnation  to  pafs 
againft  me,  till  my  Caufe  may  be  well  and  duly 
heard.  And  therefore  in  my  moft  humble  wife, 
I  befeech  all  you  my  Lords  in  the  way  of  Cha- 
rity, and  for  the  Love  of  Chrift  ;  and  for  the 
mean  Seafon,  it  may  pleafe  you  to  confider  that 
I  fought  not  for  this  Woman's  coming  unto  me  ; 
nor  thought  in  her  any  Manner  of  Deceit.  She 
was  the  Perfon  that  by  many  probable  and  likely 
Conjectures,  I  then  reputed  to  be  right  honeft, 
religious,  and  very  good  and  virtuous.  I  verily 
fuppos'd,  that  fuch  Feigning  and  Craft,  compaf- 
fing  of  any  Guile  or  Fraud,  had  been  far  from 
her  :  And  what  Default  was  this  in  me  fo  to 
think,  when  I  had  fo  many  probable  Testimonies 
of  her  Virtue? 

*  Firft,  the  Bruit  of  the  Country  j  which  generally 
;  call'd  her  the  Holy  Maid. 

*  Secondly,  her  Entrance  into  Religion  upon 
;  certain  Virions  which  was  commonly  faid  that 
1  (he  had. 

*  Thirdly,  for  the  good  Religion  and  Learning 
;  that  was  thought  to  be  in  her  Ghoftly  Father,  and 
:  in  other  virtuous  and  well  learned  Priefts  that 
1  then  teftified  of  her  Holinefs,  as  it  was  commonly 
'  reported. 

*  Finally,  my  Lord  of  Canterbury,    that  then 

*  was  both  her   Ordinary  and   a  Man   reputed   of 
c  high  Wifdom  and  Learning,  told  me  that  fhe  had 

*  many  great  Vifions.     And  of  him  I  learn'd  great* 

*  er  Things  than  ever  I  heard  of  the  Nun  her  felt* 

*  Your  Wifdoms,  I  doubt  nor,  here  lee  plainly 
«  that  in  me  there  was  no  Default  to  believe  this 

*  Woman 
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RingHenryVm. c  Woman   to  be  honeft,   religious,  and  of  good 
'  Credence. 

c  For  fith  then  I  am  bounden  by  the  Law  of 

*  God,  to  believe  the  belt  of  every  Perfon  until  the 
'  contrary  be  prov'd,  much  rather  I  ought  fo  to 
'  believe  of  this  Woman  that  had  then   fo  many 

*  probable  Teftimonies  of  her  Goodnefs  and  Virtue. 
'  But  here  it  will  be  faid,  that  me  told  me  fuch 

*  Words  as  was  to  the  Peril  of  the  Prince,  and  of 
'  the  Realm.     Surely  I  am  right  forry  to  make  any 

*  Rehearfal  of  her  Words,  but  only  that  Neceflity 
'  fo  compels  me  now  to  do. 

'  The  Words  that  (he  told  me  concerning  the 

*  Peril  of  the  King's  Highnefs  were  thefe  :  She  faid 

*  that  (he  had  her  Revelation  from  God,  that  if  the 

*  King  went  forth  with  thePurpofe  that  heintend- 
c  ed,  he  fhould  not  be  King  of  England  feven 
'  Months  after ;  and  (he  told  me  alfo,  that  (he  had 

<  been  with  the  King  and  (hew'd  unto  his  Grace 
'  the  fame  Revelation. 

*  Tho'  this  was  forg'd  by  her  or  any  other,  what 
«  Default  is  mine,  that  knew  nothing  of  that  For- 

<  gery  ?  If  I  had  given  her  any  Counfel  to  the 
'  Forging  this  Revelation,  or  had  any  Knowledge 
'  that  it  was  feigned,  I  had  been  worthy  of  great 
'  Blame  and  Puni(hment.  But  whereas  I  never 
'  gave  her  any  Counlel  to  this  Matter,  nor  knew 
'  of  any  forging  or  feigning  thereof,  I  trull  in  your 
'  great  Wifdoms  that  you  will  not  think  any  De- 

*  fault  in  me  touching  this  Point. 

*  And  as  I  will   anfwer  before  the  Throne  of 

*  Chrift,  I  knew  not  of  any  Malice  or  Evil  that 

*  was  intended  by  her,  or  by  any  other  earthly  Crea- 
'  ture,    unto  the   King's  Highnefs :    Neither  her 

*  Words  did   fo  found   that  by  any  temporal  or 

*  worldly  Power  fuch  Thing  was  intended,  but 
'  only  by  the  Power  of  God,  of  whom,  as  (he 
'  then  faid,  (he  had  this  Revelation  to  (hew  unto 
*■  the  King. 

*  But  here  it  will  be   faid,  that  I  fhould  have 
6  (hew'd  the  Words  unto    the  King's   Highnefs. 

*  Verily  if  I  had  not  undoubtedly  thought  that  (he 

«  had 
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had  {hew'd  the  fame  Words  unto  his  Grace,  my  KingHenryvm. 
Duty  had  been  fo  to  have  done.  But  when  me 
herfelf,  which  pretended  to  have  this  Revelation 
from  God,  had  {hew'd  the  fame  ;  I  faw  no  Necef- 
fity  why  that  I  mould  renew  it  again  to  his  Grace. 
For  her  efteemed  Honefty,  qualified  as  I  faid  be- 
fore with  fo  many  probable  Tefti  monies,  affirm- 
ing unto  me  that  {he  had  told  the  fame  unto  the 
King,  made  me  right  affuredly  to  think,  that  fhe 
had  {hew'd  the  fame  Words  to  his  Grace. 

*  And  not  only  her  own  Saying  thus  perfuaded 
me,  but  her  Priorefs's  Words  confirmed  the  lame, 
and  their  Servants  alfo  reported  to  my  Servants 
that  fhe  had  been  with  the  King.  And  yet  be- 
fides  all  this,  I  knew  it  not  long  after  by  fome 
others  that  fo  it  was  indeed.  I  thought  therefore 
that  it  was  not  for  me  to  rehearfe  the  Nun's 
Words  to  the  King  again,  when  his  Grace  knew 
them  already,  and  fhe  herfelf  had  told  him  before. 
And  furely  divers  other  Caufes  difluaded  me  fo  to 
do,  which  are  not  here  openly  to  be  rehearfed. 
Neverthelefs  when  they  fhall  be  heard,  I  doubt 
not  but  they  will  altogether  clearly  excufe  me  as 
concerning  this  Matter. 

*  My  Suit  therefore  unto  all  you,  my  honoura- 
ble Lords,  at  this  Time  is,  that  no  Acl:  of  Con- 
demnation concerning  this  Matter  be  fuffered  to 
pafs  againft  me  in  this  high  Court  before  that  I  be 
heard,  or  elfe  fome  other  for  me,  how  that  I  can 
declare  myfelf  to  be  guiltlefs  herein. 

'  And  this  I  moft  humbly  befeech  you  all,  on 
your  charitable  Goadneffes,  and  alfo,  if  that  perad- 
venture  in  the  mean  Time  there  fhall  be  thought 
any  Negligence  in  me  for  not  revealing  this  Mat- 
ter unto  the  King's  Highnefs,  you,  for  the  Pu- 
nifhment  thereof  which  is  now  pad,  ordain  no 
new  Law  ;  but  let  me  ftand  unto  the  Laws 
which  have  been  heretofore  made,  unto  the 
which  I  mull  and  will  obey. 

*  Befeeching  always  the  King's  moft  noble  Grace, 
that  the  fame  his  Laws  may  be  miniftred  unto  me 
with  Favour  and  Equity,  and  not  with  the  ftrift- 

*  eft 
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KingHenryVHl  *  e^  Rigour.     I  need  not  here  to  advife  your  moft 
'  high  Wifdoms  to  look  up  to  God,  and  upon  your 

*  own  Souls  in  ordaining  fuch  Laws  for  the  Punifh- 
1  ment  of  Negligences,  or  of  other  Deeds  which  arc 
c  already  paft,  nor  yet  to  look  upon  your  own  Pe- 

*  rils  which  may  happen  to  you  in  like  Cafes.     For 

*  there  fits  not  one  Lord  here  but  the  fame,  or  other 
4  like,  may  chance  unto  himfelf  that  now  is  imputed 
'  unto  me. 

'  And  therefore  eftfoons  I  befeech  all  your  benign 

*  Charities  to  tender  this  my  moft  humble  Suit  as 

*  you  would  be  tender'd  if  you  were  in  the  fame 
'  Danger  yourfelves :    And  this  to  do  for  the  Reve- 

*  rence  of  Chrift,  for  the  Difcharge  of  your  own 
'  Souls,  and  for  the  Honour  of  this  moft  high 
'  Court :  And  finally,  for  your  own  Sureties,  and 
'  others  that  hereafter  (hall  iucceed  you.  For  I  ve- 
'  rily  truft  in  Almighty  God,  that  by  the  Succour 
'  of  his  Grace,  and  your  charitable  Supportations, 

*  I  (hall  fo  declare  myfelf,  that  every  Nobleman 
'  that  fits  here  fhall  have  good  Reafon  to  be  there* 
c  with  fatisfied.  Thus  our  Lord  have  you  all,  this 
'  moft  honourable  Court,  in  his  Protection.  Amen. 

This  Seffion  of  Parliament  continued  till  March 
30th  ;  on  which  Day  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  the 
King's  Command,  ordered  that  all  and  lingular  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  their  Parliament- 
Robes,  together  with  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  mould  appear  at  the  fame  Place,  at  two 
o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon.  At  which  Time,  the 
three  Eitates  of  the  Realm  being  afJembled  ;  the 
King  on  the  Throne,  the  Lords  by  Name  in  the 
Journal,  being  feated  according  to  their  Ranks  and 
Dignities,  and  the  whole  Houfe  of  Commons  attend- 
ing ;  Sir  Humphrey  Wingfield  Knight,  then  Speaker 
of  that  Houfe,  made  an  elegant  Speech,  fays  our  Au- 
thority, to  the  King,  on  prefenting  the  Bills  for  the 
Royal  Affent ;  which  was  kindly  and  gracioufly 
accepted.  Sir  Thomas  Audky  Knight,  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  England,  by  the  King's  Command,  relum- 
ed an  Anfwer  to  it  :  And  gave  Thanks  to  all  the 
Members  of  both  Houfes,  for  their  great  Care  and 

Con,* 
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Conduit  in  making  fo  many  excellent  Laws  for  the  KbgHenryViir. 

publick  Good.     Which  Bills  being  all  read  and  af- 

lented  to,  the  Chancellor  prorogued  the  Parliament 

to  the  3d  Day  of  February  next  enfuing  ;  on  which  ™£j[^m"* 

Day,  he  faid,  it  was  the  King's  abfolute  Command 

that  they  fhould  all,  without  further  Notice,  attend. 

The  Chancellor,  likewife,  took  Notice  of  one  par- 
ticular Act,  made  this  Seflion,  concerning  the  Settle- 
ment of  the  Crown  on  the  King's  Iflue,  by  Anny 
his  prefent  Queen,  as  the  principal  and  moft  ufeful 
of  them  all.  In  this  it  was  enacted,  amongft  o- 
ther  Matters,  That  all  and  lingular  Perfon  orPerfons, 
fhould  take  an  Oath  to  do  and  fulfil  every  Ordinance, 
comprehended  in  the  faid  Act.  On  the  due  Obfer- 
yation  of  which,  he  added,  the  Gooa  and  Happi- 
nefs  of  this  Kingdom,  chiefly,  depended.  To  which 
End,  the  King,  by  his  Letters  Patents,  had  conftitu- 
ted  and  appointed  the  faid  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
England,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Thomas 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  Lord  Treafurer,  and  Charles  Duke 
of  Suffolk,  who  firft  took  the  Oath,  annexed  to  the 
Letters  Patent,  in  the  King's  Prefence,  to  fwear 
all  the  reft  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
with  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in 
the  fame  Manner  :  As  appears  by  a  Tranlcript  of 
the  faid  Act,  to  which  all  the  Jurors  lubferibed  their 
Names.  After  this,  the  King  and  all  the  reft  retir- 
ed. 

Next  follows  the  Commiffion  itfelf,  which  was  to 
this  Effect  : 

HENRY    VIII  By  the  Grace  of  GOD,  &c.  to   The  King's 
the  moft  Reverend  Father  in  Chrijt.  Thomas  Arch-  Commiffion  for 
bijhop  0/ Canterbury.   [With  the  reft  aforenamed.]  J^f\^! 
'  \ /£  yTHereas,  we  are  well  allured  of  your  Fidelity  on  in  favour  of 

VV     *  <*nd  provident  Circumfpeftion  for  theAnn  Bole)n- 
'  publkk  Good,  know  ye,  That  by  the  Tenor  of 
'  thtfe  Prefects,  we  give  full  Power  and  Authority 
'  to  you  three,  or  to  any  two  of  you,  to  take  and  re- 

*  ceive  the  Oath  and  Afllirance  oi  ali  and  lingular, 
«    Dukes.    E.ir-1  ■,   Raror.s,  Bifhops,   Abbots,  Priors, 

*  Knigh  s,  and  all  other  our  Liege  Subjects  of  any 

4  State 
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KuigHenryVin.'  State  and  Degree  whatfoever.  According  to  the 
'  Force  and  Intent  of  a  certain  Statute,  made  in  this 
'  prefent  Parliament,  concerning  our  prefent  State, 

*  Security  and  Succeflion.  And,  according  to  the 
'  Form  of  the  Oath  thereunto  annexed.  Moreover, 
'  that  you  take  care  to  return  the  Names  of  ail  thole 
'  fo  fvvorn,  as,  alfo,  thefe  Parents,  under  your  Seals 
c  into  our   Chancery.     And,  herein  we  deiire  you 

*  will  ufeall  poffible  Diligence  and  Diipatch.' 

Witnefs  our  Self,  at  Weftminfter,  March  30th, 
in  the  15th  Year  of  our  Reign. 

The  OATH. 

T}EJhall  fweare  to  beare  faith,  truth  and  obedience  all 
onely  to  the  Kings  Maiefty,  and  to  bis  heir es  oj  his 
body  of  his  mojl  deare  and  entirely  belr.ued  lawful!  wife 
f^ueene  Anne  begotten  and  to  be  begotten.  And  fur- 
ther to  the  heires  of  our  f aid  So  eralgne  Lord,  according 
to  the  limitation  in  the  Statute  ma^e  fot  furety  of  his 
fucceffion  in  theCrowne  of  tins  Realm  e  mentioned  and 
contained,  and  not  to  any  other  within  this  Realme, 
nor  foreine  authority  or  potentate.  And  in  cafe  any 
oath  be  made,  or  hath  beene  made  by  you  to  any  perfon 
orperfons,  that  then  ye  to  repute  the  fame  as  vaine  and 
adnihilate.  And  that  to  your  cunning,  wit,  and  utter- 
mofl  of  your  power,  without  guile, fraud  or  other  vn- 
due  meane,  ye  Jloall  ohferue,  keepe,  maintaine  and  de- 
fend the  [aid  Aft  of  fuccefficn,  and  all  the  whole  effeels 
and  contents  thereof,  and  all  other  Acts  and  Statutes 
made  in  confirmation,  or  for  execution  of  the  fame,  or 
for  any  thing  therein  contained.  And  this  ye  /hall  doe 
againjl  all  manner  of  per fons,  of  what  eflate,  dignity, 
degree  or  condition  fo  ever  they  be.  And  in  no  wife  doe 
or  attempt,  nor  to  your  power  fuffer  to  be  done  or  at- 
tempted, direclly  or  indireclly,  any  thing  or  things,  pri- 
uately  or  appcrtly,  to  the  let,  hinder ance,  damage  or 
derogation  thereof,  or  of  any  part  of  the  fame,  by  any 
manner  of  vieanes,  or  for  any  manner  of  pretence,  fo 
help  you  GOD,  and  all  Saints,  and  the  holy  Etangelifls. 

We  fhall  nextfubjoin  an  Abftract  of  the  Heads  of 
the  moft    remarkable    Statutes   mentioned   in  the 
"■'journal  Books,  as  palled  in  this    Seflion  of  Parlia- 
ment,, 
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ment,  and  are  not  taken  Notice  of,  either  in  the  KingHenryvm. 
printed  Statutes,  or  in  Lord  Herbert,  or  other  Hifto- 
rians  ;  the  Statute- Books  only  making  them  twenty- 
two  in  Number,  but  the  Journals  thirty-four.  This 
is  remarkable,  becaufe  fome  of  thefe  Statutes  have  a 
plain  Reference  to  the  Hiftory  of  thefe  Times,  and 
feem  to  want  a  farther  Explanation. 

An  Act  concerning  the  Confirmation  of  Dower 
to  the  Lady  Catharine,  late  Wife  to  Prince  Arthur,  Afts  pafs*d, 
eldeft  Son  to  King  Henry  VII. 

Another  for  abrogating  the  ufurped  Authority  of 
the  Pope  oiRome  j  who,  for  a  long  Time  has  un- 
lawfully ufed  it  in  this  Kingdom. 

Another  for  the  confirming  the  Jointure,  fettled 
upon  the  moft  excellent  Princefs,  the  Lady  Ann, 
Queen  of  England. 

An  Adt  for  depriving  the  Bifhops  of  Salisbury  and 
Worcefter  from  their  Sees  (a). 

For  confirming  to  the  King  and  his  Heirs  the 
Lands  belonging  to  the  Priory  of  Chriji x -Church  in 
London. 

An  A61  to  declare  the  Manner  of  Elections  and 
Confirmations  of  Archbifliops  and  Biftiops  within 
this  Realm. 

Another  concerning  a  Confirmation  of  the  Mar- 
riage, between  our  moft  illuftrious  King  and  the  moft 
excellent  Princefs  Ann,  his  Wife,  lately  folemnized. 

With  feveral  other  more  private  Bills. 

King  Henry  and  his  Parliament  agreed  fo  very  well 
together  in  every  Thing,  that  it  now  plainly  ap- 
pears, by  thefe  frequent  and  annual  Prorogations, 
that  he  had  no  Mind  to  part  with  them,  till  the  great 
Work  of  Reformation  .which  he  had  taken  in  Hand, 
was  accomplifhed.  Much  had  been,  already,  done 
towards  it,  but  much  more  remained  behind  to  do  ; 
by  far,  more  difficult  and  dangerous  than  the  other. 
However,  the  next  Seflion  of  this  Parliament  gave 

the 

(a)  Thefe  Bifliops  were  two  Italians ;  the  one  was  Laurence  Cam- 
ptgius,  a  Koman  Cardinal,  made  Bifhop  of  Salisbury,  by  Papal  Provifi- 
on,  1525  ;  and  the  other  Jerome  de  Gbinucei,  Biihop  of  Worcefter, 
■Jttui9l$Z$,     Both  deprived  for  Non-Rdidence 

LB    NMVE's  Fajii  Ecc.  Ang. 
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KiflgHcnryViii.  the  King  feveral  convincing  Proofs  of  their  great 
Zeal  for  his  Service  j  and  as  Lord  Herbert  obferves, 
the  Statutes  thenena&ed  were  fo  important,  as  evi- 
dently to  fhew  the  great  Refpedt  and  Awe  born  by 
the  Nation  to  their  King  {b). 

The  Journal  Books  here  again  forfake  us  ;  the 
Seflions  of  Parliament,  in  the  26th  and  27th  Year  of 
this  King,  being  loft  from  the  Office  ;  fo  that  we 
mud  depend  upon  the  printed  Statutes  and  Hiftories, 
for  the  farther  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  to  its 
Diflblution. 

According  to  the  laft  Prorogation,  they  met  again, 
on  Felruary  the  3d  by  the  Statute- Books,  but  Hall 
and  Lord  Herbert  fay,  November  the  3d.  At  which 
Time  the  following  A&s  were  made  j 

Anno  Regni  26,        <.    The    firft   was  tQ  ^  Effe<a  .    That  albdt    ^ 

King  was  the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church  in  Eng- 
The  King  decia-  ^^'  anrf  *°  recognifed   by  the  Clergy  of  this  Realm 
red  SupremeHead  in  their  Convocations,  yet  for  more  Corroboration 
•f  the  church,     thereof,  as  alfo    for  extirping  all  Errors,  Herefies, 
and  Abufes   of  the  fame  ;  it  was  ena&ed,  That  the 
King,  his  Heirs  and  SuccefTors,    Kings  of  England^ 
fhouW  be  accepted  and  reputed  the   Supreme  Headl 
on  Eirth  of  the  Church  of  England,    called,  Eccle- 
fia  Anglicana.     And    have  and  enjoy,   united  and 
annexed  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of   this  Realm,  as 
well  the  Title  and  Stile  thereof,     as  all  Honours, 
Dignities,  Preheminences,  JurifJiclions,    Privileges, 
Authorises,  Immunities,    Profits,    and  Commodi- 
ties to  the  faid  Dignity  of  Supreme  Head  of  the 
fame  Church    belonging   or  appertaining.     And 
that   our  faid  Sovereign  Lord,  his  Heirs  and  Succef- 
ibrs,  Kings  of  this  Realm,  (hall  have    full  Power 
and  Authority    from  Time  to  Time,  to  vilit  and 
reprefs,    redrtrfs  re'brm,  order,  correct,  red rain  and 
amend  all  fuch  Errors,    Herefies,  Abufes,  Offences, 
Contempts  and   Enormities    whatfoever  they  be, 
which,  by  any    Manner  offpiritual  Authority  or 
Junfdiction,    ought  or  may  lawfully  be  reformed, 
reprefled,  ordered,    redrefled,  corrected,  restrained, 
w  amended,    moll  to  the  Pleafure  of  Almighty 

«  God, 

(i)  Lord  Hsrbcrt, 
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God,  the  Encreafe  of  Virtue  in  Chrift's  Religion,  KingHenryVM. 
and  for  the  Conservation  of  the  Peace,  Unity  and 
Tranquility  of  this  Realm,  any  Ufage,  Cuftom, 
foreign  Laws,  foreign  Authority,  Prefcriptjon,  or 
any  Thing  or  Things  to  the  contrary  herebf  not- 
withstanding.    Which  Ad,  though  much  f6r  the 
Manutent:on  of  the  Regal  Authority,  feem'd  yet 
not  to  be  fuddenly  approved  by  our  King,   nor 
before  he  nad  confulted  wirh  his  Council  (who 
(hewed  him  Precedent  of  Kings  of  England,  that 
had  ufed  this  Power,)  and  with  his  Bifhops,  who 
having  difcuflld  the  Point  in   their  Convocations, 
declared,  That  the  Pope  had  no  Jurifdi&ion  war- 
ranted to  him  by  God's  Word  in  this  Kingdom. 
Which  alfo  was   feconded   by   the    Univerfities, 
and  by   the  Subfc  riptions  of  the  ieveral  Colleges, 
and  Religious  Houfes,  fo  far  as  they  bound  their 
Succeflbrs  thereunto  ;     the    Particulars  whereof 
are  to  be  feen  in  our  Records.    However,  the  Bu- 
iinefs  was  both  publickly  controverted  in  foreign 
Countries,  and  defended  here  by  many  at  this  pre- 
fent,  while  they  produced  Arguments  for  reject- 
ing the  Pope's  Authority ;  and  together  maintained 
it  neceflary,  that  fuch  a  Power  fhould  be  extant 
in  the  Realm   for  fupporting  and  ftrengthening  of 
the  Religion  profefled  in  it,  and  excluding  the  im- 
pertinent and  ill-grounded  Reformations  of  many 
Sectaries  of  thofe  Times.     The  Arguments  of  all 
which,  may  be  feen  in  the  King's  Book  De  vera 
Differentia  Regies  et  Ecdefwjlica  Potejlatis  (which 
we  have  formerly  mentioned)  as  being  printed  and 
publifhed  on  this  Occafion  ;  whence  alfo  the  learn- 
ed Bifhop  Andrews  in  his  Tortura  Torti,  feems  to 
have  drawn  divers  Afl'ertions  of  the  Regal  Autho- 
rity, to  which  therefore  the  curious  Reader  may 
have  further  Recourfe. 

*  It  was  alfo  declared  Treafon  to  attempt,  imagine 
or  fpeak  evil  againft  the  King,  Queen,  or  his  Heirs,  "a  paff" 

or  to  attempt  or  deprive  them  of  their  Dignity  or 
Titles. 

c  Alfo,  that  no  Traitor  fhall  have  Benefit  of  Sanc- 
luary.      And  though  he  be  out  of  the  Realm,  yet 

upeu 
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KJngHenryVHI.  upon  Commiflion  given  by  the  King  for  his  Trial, 
if  he  be  found  guilty  by  the  Jury,  the  Law  fhall  pro- 
ceed againft  him,  as  effectually  as  he  were  prefent. 

•An  Act  alfo  made  the  laft  Parliament  for  an  Oath 
to  be  taken  by  all  the  King's  Subjects  for  the  Sure- 
ty of  the  Succeflionby  Queen  Ann  was  now  con- 
firmed, and  the  Oath  prefcribed;for  the  more  va- 
lidating whereof  alio,  it  was  declared  that,  all  for- 
mer Oaths,  concerning  Succeflion,  taken  by  the 
King's  Subjects,  fhould  be  reputed  thenceforth  vain 
and  annihilated. 

'  That  towards  the  Augmentation,  Maintenance 
and  Defence  of  the  King's  Royal  Eltate  and  Dig- 
nity of  Supreme  Head,  the  Firft  Fruits  of  all  Bene- 
fices, Dignities,  Offices  fcfY.  Spiritual,  fhall  be  paid 
to  hs Highnefs.  As  alfo  a  yearly  Revenue,  being 
the  tenth  Part  of  all  fuch  Livings ;  the  Prior  andthe 
Brethren  of  St.  John's  otjerufakm  not  excepted. 

*  Whereas  alfo  it  was  doubted,  left  in  thefe  trou- 
blefome  Times,  fomc  Commotion  might  follow 
in  this  Kingdom,  and  that  particularly  Wales,  as 
being  a  ftrong  and  fall  Country,  might  be  a  Re- 
fuge for  ill  affected  Perfons,  and  the  rather  that 
there  were  fo  many  Lordfhips  Marches  in  thofe 
Parts  (the  feve/al  Lords  whereof  having  ampler 
•  Power  than  they  now  enjoy,  did  protect  Offend- 
ers flying  from  one  Place  to  the  otherj  divers 
Laws  were  enacted  againfl  Perjuries,  Murders,  Fe- 
lonies in  Wales  ;  Pallage  over  Severn  alfo  at  un- 
lawful Times  was  prohibited,  and  Clerks  convict 
in  Wales  noi  to  be  releafed  till  they  found  Sureties 
for  their  good  abearing.  Notwithstanding  which, 
the  Year  fo'lowing,  upon  mature  Deliberation, 
Wales  was  united  and  incorporated  totally  unto  the 
Crown  of  England,  it  being  thought  better  to  a- 
dopt  thai  People  into  the  fame  Form  of  Govern- 
merrt  with  the  Engl}/}),  than  by  keeping  them  un- 
der more  fcvere  and  ftrict  Laws  than  others  in  the 
Ifland  were  fubjedt  unto,  to  hazard  the  alienating 
of  their  Affections. 

c  An  AO  alio  was  made,  declaring  by  whom,  and 
in  what  Manner  Bifljopi  Suffragans  fhould  be  no- 
minated 
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minated  and  appointed, and  what  their  Authority  and  KingHenryVin. 
Privileges  mould  be.     And  thus,  after  a  free  and  ge- 
neral Pardon  from  the  King  was  ena&ed,  the  Parli- 
ament was  prorogued. 

TheAdt  of  Supremacy  being  pafled,  the  King  pro- 
ceeded more  confidently  to  abolim,  by  Proclamation, 
the  Pope's  Authority  out  of  his  Kingdom,  and  efta- 
blifh  his  own  ;  the  Doftrine  whereof  he  command- 
ed not  only  to  be  often  preached  in  the  moll  frequent- 
ed Auditories,  but  taught  even  to  little  Children  ; 
enjoining  further,  that  the  Pope's  Name  mould  be 
razed  out  of  all  Books  (z)  ;  his  Refolution  beingafter 
this  Time  to  treat  him  no  otherwife  than  as  an 
ordinary  Bifhop.  In  Confequence  whereof  alfo, 
he  not  only  proceeded  with  an  high  Hand  againft  all 
the  Oppoiers  of  his  Supremacy,  (as  (hall  be  related 
in  its  due  Place)  but  accepted  a  voluntary  Oath  or 
Promife,  from  his  Bifhops,  under  their  Hands  and 
Seals  declaring  their  Acknowledgement  of  the 
fame,  together  with  a  Renunciation  of  the  Pope's 
pretended  Authority,  and  any  Oath  or  Promife 
made  to  him  heretofore.  The  Form  of  this  Oath 
or  Promife,  made  by  Stephen  Gardener,  Bifhop  of 
Wincbejler,  Febr.  the  10th,  1535,  may  be  feen  in 
Foxe,  to   which    we    remit  the  Reader.' 

If  we  may  credit  the  Preamble  to  the  printed  Sta- 
tutes, this  SefRon  of  Parliament  continued  lilting  from 
the  Date  above,  to  the  1 8th  of  December  following. 
But,  this  is  fcarce  probable,  for  we  find  that  they  met 
once  more  by  Prorogation  on  the  4th  of  February, 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Year  ;  which  is  hardly 
Time  enough  for  fbme  of  the  more  diftant  Mem- 
bers to  go  home  and  return  again.  It  is  true,  they 
had  a  great  Deal  to  do  in  it  ;  the  Length  and 
Breadth  of  the  Aifts  which  were  palled  at  this  Seffion, 
requiring  great  Skill  in  the  making  and  drefling  of 
them.  But  the  grand  Coup  de  Grace  of  all,  was  the 
Aftdeclarins  King  Henry,  SUPREMUM  CA- 
Vol.III.  H  PUT 

(«)  We  have  feen  feveral  Books  printed,  before  this  Time,  wherein 
the  Word  Pope  is  entirely  obliterate.!  ;  particularly,  one  in  our  Col- 
lection, Fabian's  Chronicle  ;  in  which",  the  Name  of  Pope  is  blot^ 
ted  out,  by  a  Pen,  throughout  the  whole  Volume.  It  is  probable  the 
Bookfellers  durft  not  then  fell  a   Book  without  this  Alteration. 
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KingHcnryvm.  put  ECCLESI/E  ANGLICANS,  or,  the 
fole  Head  of  the  Englijh  Church  ;  which,  tho'  it 
fhocked  many  fqueamifh  Confciences  to  fwear  to, 
yet,  we  find  none  of  any  Note,  that  had  the  Cou- 
rage to  refufe  the  Oath,  except,  John  Fifber,  Bi- 
fhop of  Rochefer,  and  Sir  Thomas  More,  late  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  hoth  loft  their  Heads  for  it. 

Bifhop  Burnet,  from  the  Parliament-Rolls,  men- 

a  Subfidy,  tjons  an  Aft  for  a  Subfidy,  of  a  Tenth  and  a  Fifteenth, 
to  be  paid  in  three  Years,  that  was  pafled,  alfo,  this 
Seffion  ;  no  Grant,  of  that  Kind,  having  been  made 
of  twelve  Years  before  (a).  The  Preamble  to  which 
Aft  fets  out  the  King's  high  Wifdom  and  Policy  in 
moft  glaring  Colours.  It  tells  us,  '  That  he  governed 

*  his   Kingdom,  for  twenty-four  Years,  in    great 

*  Wealth  and  Quietnefs ;  of  the  greatCharges  he  had 
4  been  at  in  the  laft  War  with  Scotland  ;  in  fortify- 

*  ing  Calais*  and  in  the  War  with  Ireland.  That 
'  he  intended  to  bring  that  wilful,  wild,  unreafonable 
'  and  lavage  People  to  Order  and  Obedience.     That 

*  he  intended  to  build  Forts  on  the  Marches  of 
'  Scotland,  for  the  Security  of  this  Nation  j  to  a- 
4  mend  the  Haven  at  Calais,  and  to  make  a  new  one 

*  at  Dover.  By  all  which,  they  did  perceive  the 
'  entire  Love  and  Zeal  which  the  King  bore  to  his 

*  People;  and  that  he  fought  not  their  Wealth  and 

*  Quiemefs,  only  for  his  own  Time  being  a  mortal 
■  Man,  but  did  provide  for  it  in  all  Time  to  come. 
'  Therefore,  they  thought,  that  of  very  Equity, 
1  Reafon  and  good  Confcience,   they   were  bound 

*  to  (hew  a  like  Correfpondence  of  Zeal,  Gratitude 
'  and  Kindnefs.'  In  Return  for  this,  a  general 
Pardon  was  granted,  with  fome  Exceptions  ;  parti- 
cularly mentioning  Bifhop  Fifier  and  Sir  Thomas 
More. 

Anne  Aegni  27,      After  a  Prorogation  of  fourteen  Months,  accor- 
1536.        ding  to  Bifhop  Burnet  from  the  Records,  the  fame 
Parliament  met  once  more   on  the  4th  of  February, 
*    in  the  27th  Year  of  this  King.     A  great  many  Laws, 
relating  to  Civil  Concerns,  were  now  made,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  Book  of  Statutes.     But  the  principal 

Aft 

(t)  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  Vol,  I.    P»ge  158. 


Of  ENGLAND.  115 

Aft,  and  for  which  this  Sefllon  was,  chiefly,  called,  King  Henry  Vlix 

was  That  for  the  Suppreflion  of  the  lefier  Monafte- 

ries.     How  this  Bill  went  through  the  two  Houfes 

we  cannot  learn  from  the  Journal^  for  they  are  loft. 

But  all  the  Hiftorians  of  thefe Times,  tell  us,  that  the 

Report  of  thefe  Monafteries    made  to  the  King  was 

read  in  Parliament ;  which  reprefented  the  Manners  ^e^i^  ™°Z 

of  thefe  Houfes    (o  odioufly,  that  the  Act  was  eafily  fed/"  '  upprc 

carried.     The  Preamble  to  this  Statute  runs  thus, 

*  That  fmall  religious  Houfes,  under  the  Number 
'  of  twelve  Perfons,  had  been  long  and  notorioufly 
'  given  to  vicious  and  abominable  Practices ;  ana*  did 

*  much  confume  and  wafte  the  Churches  Lands,  and 

*  other  Things  belonging  to  them.      That  for  a- 
'  bout  two  hundred  Years,  there  had  b?en  many 

*  Vifitations  for  reforming  thefe  Abufes,  but  with  no 
4  Succefs,  their  vicious  Living  daily  encreafmg  ;    fo, 

*  that   unlefs  fmall  Houfes  were  diflblved,  and  the 
4  Religious  put  into  greater  Monafteries,  there  could 

*  be    no    Reformation    expected  in  that   Matter. 

*  Whereupon,  the  King  having  received  a  full  In- 

*  formation  of  thefe  Abufes,  both  by  his  Vifitorsand 

*  other  credible  Ways,  and  confidering  that  there 

*  were  divers  great  Monafteries,  in  which  Religion 

*  was  well  kept  and  obferved,  which  had  not  the  full 

*  Number  that  they  might  and  ought  to  receive,  had 

*  made  a  full  Declaration    of     the  Premifes    in 

*  Parliament.     Whereupon,  it  was  enacted  that  all 

*  fuch  Houfes  which  might  fpend,  yearly,  200/,  or 

*  within  it,  fhould  be  fupprelled,  (heir  Revenues  con- 

*  verted  to  betterUfes,  and  they  compelled  to  reform 

*  their  Lives.' 

The  Epifcopal  Hiftorian,  to  whom  we  are  obliged 
for  the  ?bove  Extract  (£),  goes  on  and  tells  us,  That 
the  Reafons  preiended  for  diffblving  thefe  Houfes, 
were,  That  as  there  were  but  a  fmall  Number  of 
Perfons  in  them,  they  emered  into  Confederacies  to- 
gether, and  iheir  Poverty  fet  them  on  to  ule  many 
ill  Arts  to  grow  rich.  They  were,  tlfo,  often  ab- 
fent,  and  kept  no  Manner  of  Discipline  in  their 
H  2  Houfes^ 

1j>\  Iliftory  of  the  Rtformutitn  Vol,  I.  pag.  X93,  Se^ 
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kingHenryVill.^ou^s'  but  their  Eftates  were  generally  much  rich- 
er than  they  feemed  to  be  ;  for  the  Abbots,  railing 
gr?at  Fines  out  of  them,  held  the  Leafes  ftill  low, 
and  by  that  Means  they  were  not  obliged  to  entertain 
a  greater  Number  in  their  Houfe  ;  and  fo  enriched 
themselves  and  their  Brethren  by  the  Fines.  For 
many' Houfes,  then  rented  at  two  hundred  Pounds, 
were  worth  l'ome  Thoufands.  ,  Thefe  were  Part  of 
the  Reaibns  urged,  in  Parliament,  for  paffing  this 
-Bill,  and  we  are  farther  told  that  StokeJIey^  Bimop  of 
London,  laid,  in  the  Hcufe  of  Lords,  '  That  thefe 
4  leffer  Houfes  were,  as  Thorns,  foon  plucked  up, 
'  but  the  great  Abbies  were  like  putrified  old  Oaks; 

*  yet,  they  muft  needs  follow,  as  others  would  do  in 
4  Chrif endow    before  many  Years  were  pafled  {c)* 

Though  this  was   a  very  harm  Sentence  to  come 

from  the  Mouth  of  a  Bifhop  in  thofe  Days,    yet, 

fome  time  before,  when  this  Affair  wascanvafTed  in 

BiftopFifter  op- Convocation,  Fijber^  Bifhop   oi  Roche  ft  er,  oppofed 

poiesn.  tke  Diflblutionof  thefe  fmaller  Monafteries,  with  all 

his  Might.     He  told  his  Brethren,  That  this  was 

■fairly   fhewing  the   King  the  Way  how  he  might 

come  at  the  greater;  which,  hefaid,  put  him  in  Mind 

of  a  Fable. 

4  An  Ax,  which  wanted  a  Handle,  came  upon  a 
4  Time  unto  the  Wood,  making  his  Moan  to  the 
'  great  Trees,  that  he  wanted  a  Handle  to  work 

*  withal,  and  for  that  Caufe  he  was  conftrained  to 

*  fit  idle  ;  therefore  he  made  it  his  Requeft  to  them, 

*  that  they  would  be  .pleafed  to    grant  him  one  of 

*  their  fma.ll  $apiings  within  the  Wood  to  make 
'*  film  a  Handle  j  who  miftrufting  no  Guile,  granted 

*  him  one  of. their  fmaller  Trees  to  make  him  an 

*  Handle.  But  now,  becoming  a  compleat  Ax, 
1  he  fell  fo  to  Work,  within  the  lame  Wood,  that, 
4  in  Procefs  of  Time  there  was  neither  great  nor 
4  fmall  Tree  to  be  found  in  the  Place  where  the 

*  Wood  flood.     And  fo,  my  Lords,  if  you  grant 

*  the 

(e)  Hat.t.,F61.  CCXXVIII.  Burnet  ut  fupra. — -And  yet  thh 
Man  was  fo  zealous  a  Cacholick,  that  Fox  writes,  he  boafted  on  hit 
Death-Bed  he  had  buruS  fifty  licietkks.  dSmnJ  Manum*  Vol.  II. 
Pag.  ioz5« 
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*  the  King  thefe  fmaller  Monasteries,  you  do  but  King  Henry  vin. 

*  make  him  a  Handle,  whereby,  at  his  own  Pleafure, 
1  he  may  cut  down  all  the  Cedars  within  your  Li- 
«  banus.  And,  then  ye  may  thank  yourfelves,  after 
'  you  have  encreafed  the  heavy  Difpleafure  of  Al- 
'  mighty  God  for  it  (d). 

The  Prelate's  Speech,  and  the  Application  of  this 
Parable,  is  faid  to  have  turned  the  Minds  of  thole 
who  fought  to  oblige  the  King  ;  and  the  whole  Con- 
vocation of  Bifhops  agreed  to  reject  the  Propofal  for 
that  Time.  But,  in  a  little  while  after,  thev  were 
Convinced  of  their  Error,  and  all,  except  the  Bifhop 
of  Rochefler,  voted  in  Parliament  tor  .it.     And, 

By   another  Act,  all  thefe  Houfes  of  Religion, 
their  Churches,  Lands,  and    all   their  Gooda  were 
given  to  the  King,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs  ;  toge- 
ther with  all  other  Houfes,  which,  within  a  Year  be- 
fore the  making  of  the  Act,  had  been  diflblved  and 
fupprefled.     For  the  collecting  the  Revenues  that  Their  Revenue 
belonged  to  them,  a  new  Court  was  erected,   called  vc^ed.ln  ^h 
the  Court  of  the  Augmentations  of  the  King's  Reve- court  of1"  ug- 
nue,  which  was  to  confift  of  a  Chancellor,  a  Treafur-  mentations  e- 
er,  an  Attorney    and  Solicitor  ;  with  ten  Auditors,  re'fted• 
feventeen  Receivers,  a  Clerk,  an  Ufher,  and  a  Mef- 
fenger.     This  Court  was  to  bring  in  the  Revenues  of 
fuch  Houfes  as  were  now  diflblved,  excepting  only 
fuch  as  the  King,  by  his  Letters  Patent,  continued 
in  their  former  State:     Appointing  a  Seal  for  this 
Court,  with  full  Power  and  Authority  to  difp5fe  of 
thefe  Lands,  fo  as  might  be  molt  for  the  King's  Ser- 
vice. 

Thus  fell  the  lelTe'r  Abbies  to  the  Number  of  376, 
the  yearly  In- come  of  which  yielded  to  the  Kinga- 
bout  thirty  or  thirty-two  thoufand  Pounds  ;  belides 
their  Goods  and  Chattels,  which  at  low  Rates,  were 
valued  at  100,000  Pounds ;  and  the  Number  of 
Monks  and  Nuns,  turned  out  of  them,  amounted  to 
about  io,ooo  (e).  The  reft  of  the  Ads  palled  this  Sef- 
II  3  fion, 

(d)  Dr.  Bailie'' s  Life  of  Bifhop  Fi flier,  P.  ioS. 

(e)  thllitig/beaJ's  Chron.  Pag.  939.  It  is  farther  obferved,  that 
♦incc  the  Statute  gave  the  King  all  Sums  of  Moneys  due  to  the  Mona- 
taiiS,  it  was  but  rsafonabk  that  the  Debt*  owing  by  thefo  Houfea 

fhauW 
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KingHcnryvm.  fion  are  n0t  to  our  Purpofe  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  A* 
The  Parliament  Pr^  tn's  Paruament»  which  had  now  fubfilted  above 
after  fix  Years' fix  Years,  and,  as  Bifhop  Burnet  obferves,  had  done 
Continuance,  (he  King  fuch  eminent  Service,  was  finally  diflblved. 
diffoived.  Henry  had  now,  almoft,  an  unlimited  Sway,  both 

in  Church  and  State,  and  feemed,  in  his  domeftic 
Affairs,  to  be  very  peaceable  and  content.  His  new 
Queen  was  fruitful,  and  likely  to  produce  fair  Iflue 
from  the  old  Stock.  When,  all  of  a  fudden,  fhe  was 
accufed  oflnceft,  Adultery,  and  what  not,  with  her 
Queen  Ann  Bo-  own  Brother  and  others ;  who  were  all  tried,  con- 
^Safo^'demned  and  executed,  in  the  Tower,  on  May  19th, 
1536.  This  Affair  quite  unhinged  all  theA&sof  Settle- 
ment made  in  the  laft  Parliament  ;  and  Henry,  as  he 
had  no  Occafion  to  flight  fuch  AfTemblies,  they  being 
throughout  his  whole  Reign  very  complaifant  to 
him  in  every  Thing,  foon  after  the  ©iflblution  of 
the  laft,  found  him  felf  obliged  to  call  another,  tomeet 
at  Weflminjler,  on  the  8th  Day  of  June,  in  the  faid 
28th  Year  of  his  Reign.  We  (hall  not  mention  the 
Names  of  all  the  Peers  fummoned  to  this  Parliament, 
but  the  Manner  and  Rank  the  Barons  fat  in  the 
Houfe,  is  preferved  by  Dugdale,  and  feems  to  de- 
ferve  a  Place  in  thefe  Enquiries. 

The  Names  of  the  Barons,  as  they  entered  and 
iJZFJkt'  fat  in  the     Parliament    in    Order,    in   the   28th 
AnnoRegni28,Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  VIII  (f). 
?337- 

\jQx\William  WeftonQxavA  Wittinm  Lord  Mountjoy. 
Prior  of  St.  John's.  Henry  Lord  D'aubeny. 

GeorgeLord  Bergavenny.  Cbrijhpher  Ld.  Comers 
John  Lord  Audley.  of  Hornby. 

John 

fliould  be  difcharged.  This  was  done,  for  the  moft  Part,  by  the  Com- 
mifiioners  ;  but  where  Reliefs  happened  to  be  pawned,  it  feems,  they 
refuted  to  redeem  them.  Thus  one  Man  loft  40  /.  upon  St.  Andrew* t 
Finger  ;  excepting  one  Ounce  of  Silver  with  which  it  was  covered. 
Ibid. 

if)  Summonitior.es  ad  Parliamenta,  28.  Henry  VIIF.  Pag.  roo. 
The  Summons  to  this  Parliament,  directed  to  Thomas  Archbifliop  of 
C  nterbuty,  the  reft  of  the  Eifhops,  Abbots  and  Lay-Lords,  as  we\\  aj 
to  the  Judges  j  High  Sheriffs  of  Counties,  Mayors,  Bailiffs  and  Bur- 
defies,  &c.  are  given  at  length  ia  the  Fotd.  Anglican.  Tom,  XJV.  Pag; 
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Thomas  Lord    Darcey  of  KingHcnryVlH 
Temple- Hurji. 

Lord  Montegle. 

Lord  Vauxof  Harradoun. 

John    Lord    //«/£p    of 
Skford. 

Andrew  Lord  Wind/or  of 
Stanwell. 

Lord  Tailboys  of  -fty^. 

Lord  WenHvorth. 

Lord  Brough  of  Gains- 
borough. 

Edmond  Lord  Sr^y. 

y^«  Lord  Mordant, 

Lord    Hung  erf ord  of. 
Heytesbury. 

Thomas  Lord  Cromwell 
of   Wimbleton.     Ad  - 
mitted  by  Patent   the 
laffc   Day  of  this  Par- 
mem. 


y^«  Lord  Z0#<r#. 
Thomas  Lord  Z>£  /#  /jftzr*. 
Thomas  Lord  Berkley. 
Lord    Montague. 
Lord  Rochford. 
Henry  Lord  Morley. 
Ld.  Dacres  of  the  South. 
Ld.  Dacres  of  Gray/lock. 
Lord  Cobham. 
Lord    Maltravers. 
Lord  7tf/<W. 
Lord  Wglter  Ferrers. 
Edward  Lord   Powis. 
Lord  Gnzv  of  Wilton. 
Lord  Sen?/**. 
Lord  Dudley. 
Lord  Latimer. 
William  Lord  Stourton. 
Lord  Fifz-Warine. 
John  Lord  Berners. 
Lord  Lurnley. 
George  Lord  Ha/lings. ' 

The  Journal  Book  now  begins  again,  and  is  very  Ann0  ^'f' 28> 
particular  in  the  Tranfaclions  of  this  Parliament  (,§■) ;  At  Weftminfter. 
which  being  met,  on  the  8th  of  June,  as  atoretaid, 
the  King  on  the  Throne,  and  all  the  Lord  sand  Com- 
mons attending,  Sir  TbomasdudleyKrnght,ihen  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England,  opened  the  Caufe  of  the 
Summons  in  a  Speech  to  this  Eftedt : 

«  Firft,  he  tdld  them,  that  at  the   Diflblution  0f The  V%d  ch?n* 
<  the  laft  Parliament,  it  did  not  enter  into  the  King's  cellor  s  p 

*  Majefty's  Mind  that  he  fhould  fo  foon  have  Occa- 
'  fion  to  call  another  ;  but,  that  for  two  efpecial 

*  Caufes,  very  neceflary,  both  foreafing  the  King's 

*  Scruples 

{g)  The  Preamble  to  the  Parliament  recites  all  the  Kings  Titles  in 
this   Manner ; 

Parliamentum  incboatum  et  tcntum  apud  tVeJlmmajlerium,  oFiavo  Di* 
Men/Is  Junii,  Anno  Regni  tnetuendiffmi  et  potentijjimi  Regis  Henrici 
QHavi,  Fidei  Defcrfiris,  Domini  Hiternix,  et  in  Terris  Supremi  Capi- 
tis AnglicanaeEccleiiae,  ■uiccjfmo oElaio. 

Briano  Tuke,  Militt,  et  EJvajdo  North,  Ckricis-,Parliam<nti. 
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KingHenryVin  «  Scruples  and  conducive  to  the  Good  of  the  whole 
'  Kingdom,  he  had  ifluedfrefh  Summons  for  calling 

*  this  Parliament.  The  one  was,  concerning  the 
'  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs  of  the  King's  Majefty  ;  who 
'  knowing  himfelf  obnoxious  to  Infirmities  and  even 

*  Death  ittelf,     a    Thing   very  rare   for  Kings  to 

*  think  of ;  and,  befides,  confidering  the  State  of  the 
'  whole  Kingdom,  depending,  as  it  were,  upon  his 
'  fingle  Life  ;    but,  willing,  above  all  Things,   to 

*  leave  it  free  from  all  Dangers  to  Pofterity,  he  had 

*  called  this  Parliament  to  appoint  an  Heir  apparent 

*  to  the  Crown,  who,  when  the  prefent  King  had 
'  refig:  ?d  to  Fate  without  Children  lawfully  begot- 

*  ten,  might  by  their  own  Confent  happily  reign  o- 

*  ver  them. 

*  The  fecond  Caufe,  for  which  this  prefent  Par- 
'  llamentwasfummoned,  was,  for  repealing  a  certain 
'  Adt,  made  in  the  laft,  by  the  Tenor  and  Force  of 
'  which, this  whole  Realm  is  bound  to  be  obedient 
'  to  the  Lady  Ann  Boleyn,   the   King's  late  Wife, 

*  and  her  Heirs,  between  them,  lawfully  begotten. 
'  Alfo,  by  the  Force  of  the  laid  Aft,  whoever  mould 

*  fay  or  do  any  111  againft  her  or  her  IlYue  mould  be 

*  condemned  for  High  Treafon. 

c  But  now,  he  faid,  that  they  may  more  rightly 
'  underftand  the  Reafons  of  this  Summons,  his 
'  Counlel  was,  according  to  thefe  three  Proverbs  of 
'  Solomon^  (to  whom  our  moft  excellent  Prince  here 

*  may  be  moftjuftly  and  worthily  compared,)    ope- 

*  rabimim  quibus  admonemur,  praterita  in  Memorta 

*  bake j  e,  prafentia  intueri,     et  obventura  provider! '. 

*  And,  as  to  the  firft,  they  very  well  remembred 
'  what  great  Anxieties  and  Perturbations  of  Mind 
c  their  moft   invincible  Sovereign  fuffered,  on  ac- 

*  count  of  his  firft  unlawful  Marriage  ;  which  was 
(  not  only  judged  fo  in  all  the  Univerfities  in  Cbrif- 
'  tcndom,  but  declared  unlawful  by  the  general  Cpn- 

*  fentofthis  Kingdom  in  a  late  Ac~t  of  Parliament. 

*  So,  alio,  they  ought  to  bear   in  Mind  the  great 

*  Perils  and  Dangers  their  Prince  was  under,  when 
*■  he  contracted  his  fecond   Marriage,   in  regard  to 

*  ;he  Second  of  Solomon's  Proverbs,  by  conlidering 

4  ilk 
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in  what  a  Situation  this  Realm  was  in  by  reafon  KmgHenryvrif, 
of  the  Oath  then  made  and  taken  for  the  Support 
of  the  faid  Ann  and  her  I  flue.     Which  faid  Lady  , 

Ann  and  her  Accomplices  had  been  fince,  juftly, 
found  guilty  of  High  Treafon,  and  had  received 
their  due  Reward  for  ir.  What  Man  of  middle 
Condition  would  not  this  deter  from  marrying  a 
third  Time  ?  When  he  remembers  that  the  firft 
was  a  vaft  Expence  and  great  Trouble  of  Mind 
to  him  j  and  the  fecond  ran  him  into  great  and  im- 
minent Dangers,  which  hung  over  him  during  the 
whole  Time  of  it.  Yet,  this  our  moft  excellent 
Prince,  adds  he,  on  the  humble  Petition  of  the 
Nobility,  and  not  out  of  any  carnal  Lull  or  Af- 
fection, again  condefcends  to  contract  Matrimony  j 
and  hath,  at  this  Time  taken  unto  himfelf  another 
Wife,  whofe  Age,  and  fine  Form,  denotes  her 
molt  fit  and  likely  to  bring  forth  Children.  And, 
therefore  according  to  the  third  Proverb  of  Solomon, 
Obventura  provideamus,  we  are  now  met,  by  the 
King's  Command,  with  unanimous  Confent,  to 
appoint  an  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Crown.  That, 
if  this  our  Prince,  which  God  avert,  fhould  leave 
this  mortal  Life  without  Children  lawfully  begot- 
ten, the  Heir,  fo  appointed,  may  lawfully  rule  and 
govern  this  Kingdom  after  him. 
*  Laftly,  adds  he,  Let  us  humbly  pray  to  God,  that 
he  would  blefs  this  our  moft  excellent  Prince  with 
fome  Offspring;  at  the  fame  Time  giving  him 
Thanks  that  he  has  hitherto  preferved  him  from 
fo  many  and  fuch  imminent  Dangers.  Bscaufe,  it 
is  his  whole  Study  and  Endeavour  to  rule  us  all,  in 
perfect  Peace  and  Charity  during  his  Life ;  and 
to  tranfmit  the  fame  Happinefs  to  Pofterity.' 
After  the  Chancellor  had  ended  his  Harangue,  he 
in  the  King's  Name,  ordered  the  Commons  to 
withdraw  to  their  ufual  Place  and  chufe  a  Speaker ; 
and  prefent  him  to  the  King  the  Day  following. 

The  Receivers  and  Tryers  of  Petitions  being  ap- 
pointed, the  next  Dav,  being  Saturday,  the  Chan- 
cellor acquainted  the  King  and  Lords  that  the  Com- 
mons begg'd  a  longer  Time  for  electing  a  Speaker. 

Hereupon 
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KingHenry viii.  Hereupon  the  King  commanded  that  the  Houfe  of 

Lords  mould  be  adjourned   to  Monday  Morning. 

Rkhard  Rich,  And,    on  that  Day,    the  Commons  prefented  to 

Efq}  Speaker.  the  King  Richard  Rich,  Efq;    for   their  Speaker  ; 

who  immediately  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  Throne, 

in  Words  to  this  EfFed : 

*  Firft,  in  the  Name  of  the  Commons,  he  told 

*  his  Majefty  that  they  well  underftood  the  Chancel- 

*  lor's  Reafons,  which  he  gave  on  the  firft  Day  of 
'  the  Meeting  for  calling  this  prefent  Parliament  ; 
'  and  repeated  the  Heads  of  the  Chancellor's  Dif- 

*  courfe.     He   then  took  Occafion  to   praife  the 

*  King  for  his  wonderfull  Gifts  of  Grace  and  Na- 
'  ture;  and  compared  him  for  Juftice  and  Pru- 

*  dence  to  Solomon ;  for  Strength  and  Fortitude  to 

*  Sampfon  j    and,    for  Beauty   and  Comelineis  to 

*  Abfakm.  He  then  faid,  that  according  to  the 
'  Chancellor's  Commands,  the  Commons  had  re- 
'  tired  to  their  own  H  >ufe,  in  order  to  chufe  a 

*  Speaker;  and  had  actually  choien  him,  the  moft 
'  unworthy  of  them  all,  for  that  Honour.  He 
'  therefore  belbught  his  Majefty  that  he  would 
e  command  the  Commons  to  withdraw  again  to 
'  their  own  Houfe,  and  elect  another  Speaker  ;  for 
'  he  had  neither  Learning,  Experience,  nor  Bold- 
1  nefs,  fit  for  that  Office  j  and  therefore  he  was 
c  the  leaft  capable  of  any  to  undertake  fuch  an 

*  honourable  Employment ' 

To  this  the  Chancellor,  by  the  King's  Com- 
mand, replied,  c  That  his  Majefty  had  well  heard 
'  his  Speech ;  and  was  glad  to  undcrftand  by  the 
1  firft  Part  of  it,  that  the  Members  of  the  Houfe 

*  of  Commons  had  been  fo  attentive  to  the  Chan- 
4  cellor's  Declaration,  as  they  appeared  to  be. 
c  That  as  to  the  Praifesand  Virtues,  afcribed  to  him- 
1  felf,  his  Majefty  thought  proper  to  difavow  them  j 

*  fince,  if  he  really  had  fuch  Virtues,  they  were  the 
c  Gifts  of  Alnrghty  God  only.  Laftly,  adds  he, 
1  as  to  your  Excufts,  Richard,  which  the  King 
'    hath   heard,    that   you  have  neither  Learning, 

*  Experience,  nor  B->ldnefs.  fit  for  fuch  an  Office^ 

*  to  this  his  Majefty  hath  commanded  me  to  reply, 

that, 


Of  ENGLAND.        123 

*  that,  if  he  did  not  know  that  you  had  all  thofe  King  Henry  vm. 

*  Qualifications,  he  would  not,  amongft  fo  many 
£  urgent  Matters  as  are  now  depending,  admit  you 
1  into  the  Office ;  and  therefore  he  does  not  look 
'  upon  your  Excufes  as  juft'  After  which  the  faid 
Richard  Rich,  Efq;  (h)  made  the  ufual  Protefta- 
tion,  for  Liberty  of  Speech,  fcfr.  which  was  allow'd 
of. 

We  have  been  more  circumftantial  than  ufual  in 
giving  the  Preliminaries,  at  the  Opening  of  this  Par- 
ament,  becaufe  it  fhews  to  what  a  Height  Adula- 
tion was  at  that  Time ;  when  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor and  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in 
their  Addreffes  to  the  Throne,  ftrove  to  out-do 
one  another  in  Flattery.  Whatever  Vices  this 
King  had,  and  to  what  Height  foever  he  carried 
th«m,  he  could  not  outftrip  his  Parliament:  For  no 
fooner  had  he  repudiated  one  Wife  and  married 
another,  but  the  Parliament  joined  with  him  in 
baftardizing  the  Iflue  of  the  laftj  as  wasfirft  done  in 
the  Cafe  of  Queen  Katharine,  and  afterwards  in  Ann 
Boleyn.  And,  now  having  got  an  effectual  Di- 
vorce from  the  faid  Anny  he  was  married  again  Henry  mam« 
immediately  to  the  Lady  Jane  Seymour ,  Daughter  *he  Lady  Jane 
to  Sir  John  Seymour,  Knt.  The  whole  laft  Aft  of Seymour* 
Settlement  was  repealed  by  this  Parliament,  and 
poor  Qjeen  Ann  now  called  worfe  Names  than 
Queen  Katharine  had  been  before. 

We  fhall  not  trouble  the  Reader  with  any  Ab- 
ftracl  from  the  Journals,  concerning  the  bringing  in 
of  Bills,  de  Die  in  Diem,  into  the  Houfe,  nor  with 
the  reading  and  paffing  them.  Inftead  thereof,  we 
fhall  fubjoin  Lord  Herbert's  Extracts  of  the  Statutes 
made  by  this  Parliament  ;  obferving,  only,  that 
tho'  that  noble  Hiftorian  puts  the  Act  of  Succeffion 
firft  in  his  Account,  yet  it  (lands  only  the  feventh 
in  the  Statute  Books  (i)  ;  and  it  was  not  till  the 
13th  Day  of  their  Sitting  that  the  Bill  was  brought 

into 

(b)  Afterwards  for  his  good  Services  in  the  Caufe,  made  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Kinc's  new  Court  of  Augmentations.  Journal-Book,  An- 
no 32.  Henry  VIII. 

(i)    There  is  only  the  Title  of   it  in  the  Statutes  at  Large; 
'?«  Henry  VII 1.  C«/».  vii. 
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KingHenryViii.  jnt0  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
It  is  eafily  feen  by  fo'me  Expreflions  in  the  Ad:, 
very  agreeable  to  the  Speech  at  the  Opening,  who 
had  the  chief  Hand  in  the  penning  and  directing 
of  it.  Lord  Herbert  proceeds  thus, 
a  new  Aft  of  c  The  principal  Act  made  this  Parliament,  was 
Succeffion  in  her  touching  the  Succeflion  of  the  Crown,  in  which 
after  a  Rehearfal  of  the  Statute,  25  Henry  VIII.  22. 
touching  the  King's  Marriage,  and  Limitation  of 
Succeflion  to  the  Crown  ;  and  another  of  26  Hen- 
ry VIII.  2.  It  is  declared,  that  whereas  a  Marriage 
was  heretofore  folemnized  betwixt  the  King's  High- 
nefsand  the  Lady  AnnBohyn,  that  fincethat  Time, 
certain  juft,  true  and  lawful  Impediments  of  Mar- 
riage, unknown  at  the  making  of  the  faid  Ads,  were 
conferled  by  the  faid  Lady  Ann  before  Thomas  Lord 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  ;  by  which  it  plainly 
appeareth,  that  the  faid  Marriage  betwixt  his  High- 
nefs  and  the  faid  Lady  Ann  was  never  good  nor  con- 
fonant  to  the  Laws:  And  therefore  his  Highnefs 
was  lawfully  divorced  from  the  faid  Lady  Ann. 
Moreover,  that  fhe  and  her  Accomplices  before- 
mentioned,  were  convicted  by  due  Courfe  of  Law, 
and  have  fufter'd  according  to  their  Merits. 

*  And  whereas  it  hath  pleas'd  his  Highnefs,  not- 
withstanding the  great  Perils  fuffer'd  by  occafion  of 
his  firft  unlawful  Marriage  betwixt  the  Lady  Katha- 
rine, and  this  unlawful  Marriage  betwixt  the  Lady 
Ann.,  at  the  moft  humble  Petition  of  his  Nobles  in 
this  Realm,  and  for  Confervation  of  the  fame,  to 
enter  into  Marriage  again  with  the  Lady  Janey 
according  to  the  Laws  of  the  Church  ;  and  that 
there  is  Hope  fhe  may  conceive  by  his  Highnefs; 
that  it  is  the  moft  humble  Petition  of  his  Nobles  and 
Commons,  that,  for  Extinguifhment  of  all  Ambi- 
guities and  Doubts,  it  may  be  enacted  in  Manner 
and  Form  as  followcth.  And  firft,  That  the  Mar- 
riage betwixt  the  King  and  Queen  Katharine  mould 
be  void  and  of  no  Effect ;  as  being  grounded  on  a 
Difpenf.ition,  in  a  Cafe  not  uifpen fable  by  humane 
Authority  ;  and  fo  determined  by  the  whole  Clergy, 
and  both  Univerfities  of  this  Realm  ;  as  alfo  by 
the    Univerfities    of     Sonoma,     Padoua,     Pari:% 

Orleans^ 
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Orleans,  Tholoufe,  Anjou  and  divers  others ;  in  re-  KingHenryViil. 
gard,  flie  being  Wife  to  his  elder  Brother,  Prince 
Arthur,  was  carnally  known  by  him,  as  was 
fufficiently  proved  before  Thomas  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury }  and  therefore,  that  any  Difpenfa- 
tion  to  the  contrary  hereof  mould  be  to  all  Intents 
void,  and  of  no  Effect ;  and  the  IlTue  procreated 
under  the  fame  unlawful  Marriage,  betwixt  his 
Highnefs  and  the  faid  Lady  Katherine,  to  be  illegi- 
timate, and  barr'd  from  claiming  any  Inheritance 
from  his  Highnefs  by  lineal  Defcent :  Alfo  that 
the  Marriage  betwixt  his  Highnefs  and  Queen 
Anne  is  of  no  Value,  nor  Effect  v;  and  that  the 
Divorce  made  between  his  Highnefs  and  her,  is 
good  and  effectual ;  and  the  Iffue  illegitimate  and 
not  inheritable  to  his  Highnefs,  by  a  lineal  Defcent ; 
any  former  Act  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

'  And  furthermore,  fince  many  Inconveniencies 
have  fallen  by  marrying  within  Degrees  prohibited 
by  God's  Law  ;  (which  Marriages  yet  have  been 
often  difpenied  with  by  fomeufurped  Power;  when 
yet  no  Man  hath  Power  to  diipenfe  with  God's 
Law.)  Therefore  it  was  enacted,  that  if  any  were 
married  within  the  faid  Degrees,  or  took  to  Wife 
'the  Sifter  or  Daughter,  fcsV.  of  her.  whom  he  had 
before  carnally  known,  he  .might  and  mould  be 
feparated  by  the  definitive  Sentence  of  the  Archbi- 
fhops,  and  other  Minifters  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land :  And.  their  faid  Sentence  to  be  good  and  effec«- 
tual,  Without  fuing  any  Appeal  to  or  from. the 
Court  of  Rome. 

'  Further,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  Iffue  betwixt 
his  Highnefs  and  Queen  Jane  fhould  be  his  lawful 
Children  and  Heirs,  and  inherit,  according  to  the 
Courfe  of  Inheritance  of  the  Laws  of  this  Realm, 
the  Imperial  Crown  of  the' fame  ;  with  all  Dignities, 
Honours,  Preheminences, '  Prerogatives,  Autho- 
rities, and  Jurifdictions  to  the  fame  annexed  or 
belonging. 

'  But  if  it  mould  happen  that  Queen  Jane  mould 
deceafe  without  Iffue  Male  of  the  Body  of  his 
Highnefs  to  be  begotten,  then  the  fame  Imperial 

Crows 
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-King  Henry viii.  Crown  and  all  other  the  PremifFes  to  be  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  to  his  Heirs  Male  by  any  other  lawful 
Wife,  and  to  the  Heirs  of  the  Body  of  the  fame  Son 
and  Heir  Male  lawfully  begotten  ;    and  fo  from 
Son  and  Heir  Male  to  Son  and  Heir  Male,  and  to 
the  Heirs  of  every  fuch  Son  and  Heir  Male  lawfully 
begotten  according  to  the  Courfe  of  Inheritance,  as 
is  abovefaid.     And  for  Default  of  fuch  Iflue  Male, 
then  the  faid  Imperial  Crown  and  PremifFes  fhould 
be  to  the  Iflue  Female,  betwixt  his  Majefty  and 
Queen  "Jane  begotten,   and  fo  again  to  the  Iflue 
Female  by  any  other  Wife  in  like  Manner ;  that  is 
to  fay,  to  the  eldeft  Iflue  of  the  Iflue  Female  and 
to  the  Heirs  of  her  Body  lawfully  begotten  ;  and 
fo  from  Iflue  Female  to  Iflue  Female  and  to  their 
Heirs  of  their  Bodies,  one  after  another  by  Courfe 
of  Inheritance  according   to   their  Ages,    as   the 
Crown  of  England  hath  been  accumftomed   and 
ought  to  fucceed  and  go,  in  Cafe  when  there  is 
Heir  Female  inheritable  to  the  fame.     And  foraf- 
much  as  it  Hands  in  the  only  Will  and  Pleafure  of 
Almighty  God,  whether  his  Highnefs  fhall  have 
Heirs,  and  that  if  they  fail,    and  no  Provifion  be 
made  in  his  Life  who  mould  govern  this  Realm, 
that  then  this  Realm  after  his  tranfitory  Life  fhould 
be  deftitute  of  a  lawful  Governor,  or  incumbred 
with  fuch  a  Perfon  that  would  covet  to  afpire  to 
the  fame,   that  in  this  Cafe,    his  Highnefs  might 
limit  the  Crown  to  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  in  Pof- 
feflion  and  Remainder  by  his  Letters  Patents  under 
the  great  Seal  j     or  elfe  by  his  laft  Will    figned 
with  his  Hand,    after  fuch  Manner  as  fhould  be 
exprefled  in  his  faid  Letters  Patents ;  and  that  fuch 
Perfon  and  Perfons  mould  have  and  enjoy  the  fame 
after  his  Deceafe,  in  as  large  and  ample  Manner  as 
the  lawful  Heirs  of  his  Body  fhould  have  done. 
The  ifliie  of  the      '  After  which,    Order   was   taken    to  prevent 
Siieens ,i^athe;  Ufurpaiion  of  the  Crown  ;  and  the  Penalty  of  High 
c!aredniilegiti-C"  Treafon  impos'd  on  Ufinpers,  as  on  thofe  alio  who 
matt.  believed  either  the  Marriage  of  his  Highnefs  with 

the  Lady  Katberine,  or  the  Lady  drift,  to  be  good  ; 

and 
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and  did  call  the  Lady  Mary,  or  the  Lady  Elizabeth  KingHenryVTl, 
legitimate,  and  who  ufed  certain  Words  and  Actions 
tending  to  this  Purpofe  :   As  is  to  be  feen  more 
largely  in  the  faid  Statute. 

*  Furthermore,  it  was  enacted  that  if  his  Majefty 
fhould  deceafe  before  any  Heir  Male  of  his  Body, 
inheritable  to  the  Crown  of  this  Realm,  fhould  be 
of  the  Age  of  eighteen  Years,  or  any  Heir  Female 
which  mould  be  inheritable  as  aforefaid,  mould  be 
married,  or  be  of  the  Age  of  fixteen  Years,  that 
then  they,  or  any  of  them,  fhall  be  and  remain 
until  they  came  unto  the  laid  feveral  Ages,  at  and 
in  the  Governance  of  their  natural  Mother,  and 
fuch  other  his  Counfellors  and  Nobles  of  his  Realm, 
as  his  Highnefs  mould  name  and  appoint  by  his  laft 
Will  in  Writing  and  figned  with  his  Hand,  as 
is  aforefaid;  and  that  an  Oath 'mould  be  admini- 
itred  for  Performance  of  this  Act,  and  the  Penalty 
of  High  Treafon  inflicted  on  thofe  that  fhall  refufe 
it. 

'  Furthermore,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  King 
fhould  have  Power  by  his  Letters  Patents  or  laft 
Will  as  aforefaid,  to  advance  any  Perfon  or  Perfons 
of  his  moft  Royal  Blood  to  any  Title,  Stile,  or 
Name,  of  any  Eftate,  Dignity  or  Honour,  and  to 
give  to  them  or  any  of  them  any  Caftles,  Honours, 
Lands,  fcfV.  in  Fee-Simple,  Fee-Tail,  or  for 
Term  of  Lives,  or  the  Life  of  any  of  them,  faving 
the  Rights  and  Eftates  of  all  others  in  and  to  the 
fame. 

*  Finally,  it  was  enacted,  that  every  Claufe, 
Article,  and  Sentence  therein,  fhouid  be  taken  and 
accepted  according  to  the  plain  Words  thereof. 
How  yet  this  Act  was  altered  35  Henry  VIII.  1. 
fhall  be  declared  by  me,  God  willing,  in  this  Hif- 
tory ;  referring  the  Reader  to  1  Mary  I.  when  it 
was  repeal'd.' 

The  noble  Hiftorian  {k)  here  ftops  to  moralize  a  Remarks  00  the 
little  on  the  Conduct  of  this  Parliament-,  particularly  faid  a$. 
in  regard  to  this  Act  of  Succeflion.    He  fays,  he  has 

given 

(*)  Lffd  lUrbivt  in  Ktnntt,  Vpl,  II,  Pag.  ao». 
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KingHcnry viii. given  a  much  larger  Abftracl  from  tliis  Statute,  than 
any  before,  that  it  may  appear  to  the  Reader  v/ith 
how  high  a  Hand  the  King  did  authorize  his  Actions, 
whilft  each  Part  of  the  Government  juftified  the  o- 
ther.  For,  adds  he,  all  the  Subjects  Voices  being 
comprehended  in  the  Parliament,  no  Man  could  ac- 
cufe  the  King,  who  did  not  in  fome  fort  condemn 
himfelf.  So,  if  there  was  no  Reafon  for  thefe  two 
Divorces,  the  Chiefs  of  the  Kingdom  joined  in  the 
fame  Error  with  him.  Unlefs,  continues  our  Au- 
thority, fome  ill  Arts  with  the  Nobility,  and  fome 
unfair  Practices,  in  the  Election  of  Knights  and 
Burgefles,  may  be  fuppofed  ;  which,  by  what  he  had 
feen,  there  may  be  Cauie  to  fufpect  in  fome  ;  yet, 
to  believe  a  general  Corruption  in  the  firft  Perfons 
of  the  Kingdom,  what  is  it  elfe  but  to  fubvert  the 
very  Columns  and  Foundations  of  Laws  ? 

That  zealous  Proteftant,  Mr.  Foxe>  in  his  Cen- 
fures  on  the  Conduct  of  this  Parliament,  in  regard 
to  this  A6r,  and  their  Loading  his  Heroine  Queen 
Anttn  with  fuch  fcandalous  Afperfions,  fays,  S  That 
he  (/)  cannot  but  wonder,  why  this  Parliament 
fhould  repeal  and  declare  the  fame  Marriage  un- 
lawful, which,  they,  themfelves,  but  three  Years 
before,  had  voted  good  and  valid.  But,  he 
much  more  wonders  why  the  faid  Parliament, 
not  only  pronounced  the  Invalidity  of  the  Marriage  ; 
but,  not  content  with  that,  would  further  proceed 
to  charge  the  Lady  with  fuch  carnal  Defires  of 
her  Body,  as  to  mifufe  herfelf  with  her  own  natu- 
ral Brother,  the  Lord  Rochfordt  and  others. 
Which  Thing,  adds  he,  is  fo  contrary  to  all  Na- 
ture, that  no  Man  of  Reafon  can  believe  it.  He, 
therefore,  fuppofes  that  it  was  lbme  hidden  Trick 
of  State,  fomented  and  encouraged  by  the  Papifts ; 
confidering  what  a  mighty  Stop  She  was  to  their 
Proceedings",  and  a  ftrong  Bulwark  for  the  Main- 
tenance of  ,  Cbri/i's  true  Religion.  For  which 
Reafon  he  concludes,  that  this  Chrijlian  and  de- 
vout  Deborah  could   want  no  Enemies    amongft 

fuch 

(/)  Ftftft  Atts  and  Monument*,  Vol.  II,  P»g.  9W. 
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fuch  a   Number  of    Philijlinest   both   within  and  KinEHenryViW* 
without  the  Realm.' 

Bifhop  Burnet  (m)  obferves,  that  many  queftioned 
the  Validity  of  this  Act ;  and  the  Scots  faid,  that  the 
Succeflion  to  the  Crown  was  not  wuhin  the  Par- 
liament's Power  to  determine  about  it;  but  muft 
go,  by  Inheritance  to  their  King,  if  King  Henry 
died  without  Iflue.  It  had  one  good  Effedt,  how- 
ever, fince  it  helped  much  to  pacify  the  Emperor, 
when  he  heard  that  his  Kinfwoman,  Maty,  was, 
tho'  not  reftored  in  Blood,  yet,  put  in  a  Capacity 
to  fucceed  to  the  Crown. 

Dr.  Heylin  has  made  an  Obflrvation  on  a  Clanfe 
in  this  Ail,  not  fo  much  as  taken  notice  of  by  Lord 
Herbert y  or  copied  by  Bifhop  Burnet ;  but  which* 
we  think,  deferves  a  particular  Recital  (n)  : 

'  Henry   had  one  natural  Son   begotten  of  the 
Lady  Talbois,    much    cherimed   by   bis  Father  j 
whom,  at  fix  Years   of  Age,  he  created  Earl   of 
Nottingham  ;    and  foon  after  Duke   of  Richmond 
and    Somerfety     Earl-Marfhal   of    England,     and 
Knight   of  the  Garter.     At  fixteen  Years  old,  he 
was  made    Lord  High  Admiral,  in  an  Expedition 
againft  France ;  and    a  Match  was  concluded  be- 
tween this  Youth  and  the  Lady  Mary,  Daughter 
to  Thomas  Howara  Duke  of   Norfolk^  at  that  time 
the  moft  powerful  Subjedt  in  the  Kingdom.    Nor 
were  thefe  all  the  Favours  his  indulgent    Fathef 
intended  him  ;  for  the  Crown  itfelf  was   defigned 
for  him,  in  cafe  of  Failure  of   any  other  lawful 
Iflue  from  the  King.     For,  in  the  Adt  of  Succef- 
lion,    now   pafs'd,    that    Claufe    which    enables 
Henry,  for  want    of  fuch  lawful  Heirs,  to  difpofd 
of  the  Crown  by  Letters  Patents,  or   by   VV ill, 
to    any     other    Perlbn    or     Perfons,    &c.     was 
plainly  defigned  in    favour    of  this  young  Prince. 
But,  all  thele  Precautions  were   in    vain  ;  for  the 
Duke  died,  at   the  Age  of  feventeen  Years,  a  few 
Days  after  the  ending  of    this  Parliament   to  tbfc 
extraordinary  Grief  of  his  Father.' 
Vol.  Ill,  I  At 

(m)  Reformation,  Vol.1.  Pag.  211. 

( r.)   Heylin\  Hiilory  of  the  Reformation,  Pag*  f « 
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At  this  time  a  new  Propofal  came  from  Rome, 
»ng  cnry      .  ^  &  Reconcjijat;on   between    Henry    and    Holy 

The  Pc  e  feeks  Church.     The  Interval  feemed  very  favourable  to 

a  Reconciliation  it,  for  Queen  Catherine  and  Anne  being  both  dead, 

with  the  King,  who  were  the  Occafion  of  the  Rupture,  the  Court 

of  Rome  judg'd  this  a  proper  Opportunity  to  effect 

it.     Accordingly,  the  Pope  fent  a  Meffage  to  the 

King,  to  let  him.know,  '  That  he  had  ever  favour- 

*  ed  his  Caufe  in  his  Predeceflbr's  Time  ;  and  tho' 
c  he  was  forced  to  give  out  a  Sentence  againft  him, 
'.yet  he  had  never  any  Intention  to  proceed  upon 
'  it  to  further  Extremities.' 

How  this  Meflage  was  received,  may  be  fully 

known  by  two  Acts  which  the  King  procured  to  be 

Wh'  h  *   e"eft-  immecliarely  paffed  upon  it,  in  this  Parliament :  By 

^  'c  is  rj    "  -which  all  Hopes  of  a  Reconciliation  were  entirely 

cut  off  between  them.     For  a  Bill  was  brought  into 

the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for,  utterly,  abolifhing  the  u- 

furped  Authority  of  the  Bifhop  of  Rome,  on  the  4th 

Day  of  July,  which  foon  after  pafTed  both  Houfes. 

The  Preamble  to  which  Act  contains  thefe  fevere 

Reflections : 

-And  an  Aa  for     '  The  Bifhop  of  Rome,  whom  fome  call  the  Pope, 

utterly  aboii/hing  <  who  had  long  darkened  God's  Word, that  it  might 

t^e  Papal  Power,  c  ferVe  his  Pomp,  Glory,  Avarice,  Ambition  and 

'  Tyranny,  both  upon  the  Souls,  Bodies  and  Goods 

'  of  all  Chr'ijlians ;  excluding  Cbri/i  out  of  the  Rule 

'  of  Men's  Souls,  and  Princes  out  of  their  Domi- 

'  nions  :  And  had  exacted  in  England  great  Sums 

'  by  Dreams,  Vanities,  and  other  fuperftitious  Ways. 

'  Upon  thefe  Reafons  his  Ufurpation  had  been  by 

'  Law  put  down  in  this  Nation  ;  yet  many  of  his 

*  Emiflaries  had  been  pra6tifing  up  and  down  the 
'  Kingdom*  and  perfuading  People  to  acknowledge 
'  his  pretended  Authority.    Therefore,  every  Perfon 

*  fo  offending  after  the  laft  Day  of  July,  next  to 

*  come,  was  to  incur  the  Pains  of  a  Pramunire ; 

*  and  all  Officers,  both  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical,  were 

*  commanded  to  make  Enquiry  about  fuch  Offences, 

*  under  fevere  Penalties.' 

The  other  Blow  made  at  the  Pope,  was  by  ano- 
ther Act,  paffed,  that,    *  Whereas  the  Popes  had, 

•  during 
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•  during  their  Ufurpation,  granted  many  Immuni-  jCi-gHenryvm. 
c  ties,  to  feveral  Bodies  and  Societies  in  England, 

'  which  upon  fuch  Grants  had  been  now  long  in 
'  Ufe  :  Therefore,  all  thofe  Bulls,  Breves,  and 
■  every  Thing  depending  on,  or  flowing  from  them 
'  were  declared   void   and  of  no  Force.     Yet  all 

•  Marriages  celebrated  by  virtue  of  them,  that  were 

•  not  otherwife  contrary  to  the  Law  of  God,  were 

•  declared  good  in  Law  ;  and  all  Confecrations  of 
'  Bifhops,  by  virtue  of  them,  were  confirmed   And, 

•  for  the  future,  all  who  enjoyed  any  Privileges  by 

•  Bulls,  were  to  bring  them  into  Chancery,  or  to 
'  fuch  Perfons  as  the  King  fhould  appoint  for  that 

•  End.     Moreover,  the  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury 

•  was  empowered  to  grant  a-new  the  Effects  con- 
'  tained  in  them,  which  Grant  was  to  pafs  under 
'  the  Great  Seal,  and  to  be  of  full  Force  in  Law.' 

This  Statute  was  a  great  Stroke  at  the  Abbots, 
and  their  Rights;  but,  they  were  glad  to  fuffer  aJJ^JJSf 
Diminution    of  their  Greatnefs,  rather  than  part  clergy, 
with  their  All,  which  now  lay  atSiake. 

By  the  13th  Act  they  corrected  an  Abufe,  which 
had  crept  in,  to  evade  the  Force  of  a  Statute  made 
in  the  zift  Year  of  this  King,  about  Priefts  1  eliding 
on  their  Livings.  One  Qualification  that  did  excufe 
them  from  Refidence,  was.  their  flaying  at  the  Uni- 
verfity  for  compleating  their  Studies.  Now  it  was 
found,that  many  diflblute  Clergymen  went  and  lived 
at  the  Univerfities,  not  for  Study,  but  to  be  excufed 
from  ferving  their  Cures.  Therefore,  it  was  enact- 
ed that  none  above  the  Age  of  Forty,  who  were 
not  either  Heads  of  Houfes,  or  publick  Readers, 
fhould  have  any  Exemption  of  Refidence,  by  virtue 
of  that  Claufe  in  the  former  Act.  And,  all  thofe 
under  that  Age  fhould  not  have  the  Benefit  of  it, 
except  they  were  prefent  at  Lectures,  and  performed 
their  Exercifes  in  the  Schools. 

There  are  no  lefs  than  fifty-two  Titles,  in  th« 
Journals  of  the  Acts  palled  this  Seffion  ;  feveral  of 
which  refer  to  the  Exchange  of  Lands  between  the 
King  and  others ;  which  Lands  may  be  well  pre- 
sumed to  be  Part  of  the  Pofleflions  which  belonged 
I  *  to 
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KiosHearyVlll  to  the  new  xiifiblved  Monafteries.  The  printed 
Book  of  Statutes  mentions  ho  more  than  eighteen 
Acts ;  the  moil  remarkable  of  thofe  that  are  omitted, 
are  thefe : 

An  Acl  concerning  the  Aflurance  of  a  Jointure 
to  Queen  Jane. 
Some  A<£b  of       An  ^&  or  Attainder  againfl  Thomas  Fitzgerald, 
Attainder  pafsM.  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  five  of  his  Uncles. 

Another  Ac"t  of  Attainder  of  Thomas  Lord 
Howard. 

An  Act  exprefling  that  all  the  Statutes  which 
fhall  be  made,  during  the  Nonage  of  the  King's  Suc- 
ceflbrs,  fhall  be  made  void  by  them,  if  it  fhall  feem 
convenient,  when  they  come  to  full  Age. 

This  laft  hath  a  Title  in  the  printed  Statute-Book, 
but,  was  fuch  an  extraordinary  Stretch  of  the  Pre- 
rogative, that  it  was  thought  proper  to  repeal  it,  in 
the  very  fir  ft  Year  of  the  next  Reign.  For  by  this 
it  was  provided,  *  That  wbatfoeverAcls  were  made, 

*  before  his  Succeflbrs   were  twenty-four  Years  of 

•  Age,  they  might,    at  any  Time  of  their  Lives 

Ancxtraordinary  t      f  j    and    annuj  bv    the;r  Letters   Patents  . 

Act    for  the  In-  ,  .   ;     „r      ,  .  .  ,    t.  .  .  .->  ,       ' 

create  of  the  Pre-     which  mould  have  equal  rorce  with  a  Repeal  by 

rogative.  «  Aft  of  Parliament. 

The  firft  of  the  Acts  of  Attainder  was  levelled  a- 
gainft  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  Son  to  the  Earl  of  Kildare, 
who  had  raifed  a  Rebellion  in  Ireland,  murdered  the 
Archbifhop  of  Dublin,  and  forced  the  Citizens  there 
to  admit  his  Soldiers  to  befiege  the  Cattle  ;  he  writ, 
alfo,  to  the  Pope  to  make  him  King  of  Ireland. 
Being,  at  length,  overpowered,  he  fubmitted  ;  but 
was  afterwards  hang'd  at  Tyburn,  with  his  five 
Uncles. 

The  next  Act  (o)  to  attaint  Thomas  Lord  Howard* 
was  made  upon  a  quite  different  Occafion.  This 
Nobleman  was  the  youngelt  Son  to  the  late  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  and  Brother  to  the  prefentDuke;  and 
having"  an  amorous  Intrigue  with  the  Lady  Mar- 
garet Douglas,  Daughter  to  the  Queen  of  Scots,  and 

King 

(o)  The  Bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  laft  Day 
#f  this  Parliament,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  read  thrice  in  one  Day, 
asd  palled  th«  iam«  Day  by  tne  Commons. 

Journal  2»}k,  28  Hjmst  VII J.- 
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King  Henry's  Niece,  had  fo  far  gained  the  young  KingHenryVin 
Lady's  Affection,  that  there  was  an  actual  Contract 
of  Marriage  between  them.    Henry ,  hearing  of  this, 
was  much  incenfed,  that  a  private  Subject,  as  it  were, 
mould  dare  to   think   of  marrying  a  Princefs,  who 
was  half  Sifter  to  the  King  of  Scots,  and  his  own 
Niece;  he  therefore  had  him  attainted,  and  com- 
mitted them  both  to  the  Tower.     There  the  faid 
Lord  Hoiuard  died,  but  the  Lady  was  fet  at  Liberty, 
and  afterwards  proved   ihe  Mother  of  the  prefcnt 
Race  of  Stuarts.     This  Affair,    however,  produced 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  made  this  Seffion,  which 
bears  this  Title  : 
*  That  it  fhall  be  High-Treafon  for  any  Man  (p) 

*  to  efpoufe,  marry,  or  take  to  Wife  any  of  the 
'  King's  Children,  being  lawfully  born,  or  other- 

*  ways  commonly  reputed  for  his  Children  ;   or 

*  any  of  the  King's  Sifters  or  Aunts,  on  the  Part 
'  of  the  Father,  or  any  of  the  lawful  Children  of 
'  the  King's  Brethren  or  Sifters ;  or  to  contract 
c'  Matrimony  with  any  of  them  without  the  King's 
'  Licence  firft  had  under  the  great  Seal ;  or  to  de- 
'  flower  any  of  them  being  married.     The  Woman 

*  fo  offending  to  incur  the  like  Danger.'  The  Aft 
was  repealed  I  Edward  VI.  and  the  firft  of  Queen 
Mary ;  the  Reafons  for  which  will  appear  in  the 
Sequel. 

This  Parliament  having  difpatched  a  great  deal 
of  Bufinefs  in  a  very  little  Time,  on  July  the  1 8th 
the  King  came  to  the  Houfe,  in  order  to  pafs  the 
Bills  that  were  ready  for  the  Royal  AfTent.  And, 
the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  made  ano- 
ther Oration  to  him,  as  full  of  Flattery  as  the  laft. 
Only,  as  in  the  former,  he  compared  the  King  to 
Solomon,  Sarnpfon  and  Abjalom,  for  Wifdom,  Strength 
and  Perfonage,  he  now  likened  him  to  the  Sun. 
'  For,  as  the  Sun,  fays  be,  exhales  all  the  noxious 

*  Vapours  which  would  otherways  be  hurtful  to  us, 
'  and  by  its  Heat  cherifhes  and  brings  forth  thofe 

*  Seeds,  Plants  and  Fruits,  necellary  for  the  Sup- 

*  port  of  human  Life  ;  fo  this  cur  moft  excellent 

I  3  '  Prince 

{fl  Statutes  *t  Large,  jSHemitc  VIII.  Cap,  \%, 
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KingHeoryViu. '  Prince  takes  away,  by  his  Prudence,  all  thofe  E- 

1  normities  which  may  hereafter  be  any  ways  hurt- 

'  ful  to  us  and  our  Pofterity.     And  takes  care  to 

1  enact  fuch  Laws  as   will   be  a  Defence    to  ths 

The  Parlia  ent  *  Good,  and  a  great  Terror  to  evil  Doers.' 

didbh'd.  The  Chancellor  replied  to  this  Harangue  much 

in  :he  fame  Words  as  to  the  former  ;  and  then,  by 

the  King's  Command,  he  diflolved  the  Parliament: 

Exhorting  the  Members  that  they  would  all  take 

care  to  obferve  ihe  Laws  then  made,  and  fee  them 

obferved  by  others. 

Bifhop  Burnet  remarks  on  the  Proceedings  of 
this  Parliament,  that  it  plainly  appears  that  the  King 
was  abfolute  Matter  both  of  the  Affections  and  Fears 
of  his  Subjects.  When,  in  a  new  Parliament  called 
on  a  fudden,  and  in  a  Seflion  of  fix  Weeks,  from 
June  the  8th  to  July  the  1 8th,  Acts  of  fo  great  Im-' 
portance  were  paflcd,  without  any  Proteft  or  pubhek 
Oppofuion  (q)  . 

But  the  great  Work  of  a  thorough  Reformation 
was  not  yet  compleated  j  that  is,  the  larger  Mona- 
fteries  were  not  diflclvcd,  whofe  Revenues  the  Lay- 
Courtiers  were  greedily  gaping  for.    Henry  had  now 
got  a  fit  Inltrumcnt  for  that  Purpofe,  in  the  Perfon 
of  Thomas  CromiveU  a  Blackfmith's  Son  of  Putney  ; 
bur,  who,  by  his  great  Learning  and  Abilities,  was 
firft  made  Mailer  of  the  Jewel-Houfe,  then  Baron 
of  Okeham.,  afterwards  Earl  of  Ej/ex,  Lord  Great 
Chamberlain,  and  Vicar-General  over  the  Spiritua- 
lities.    This  Mem  being  now  Prime  M'nilter,  in 
his  old  M  after  Cardinal  JVolfey's  Place,  perfuaded  the 
King,  who  was  ready  enough  to  comply,  to  pull 
Cromufii  pro-  down  the  larger  Abbies  and  Monafteries ;  ihe  fmal- 
?r,R-t  tiit-su^ref- ler  under  the  Value  of  200/.  a  Year,  having  been 
«r°AbMejC *&c? '&??**&&  before.     And,  tho'  fome  Remonftrances 
were  made  to  the  contrary,   that  a  few  might  be 
/pared,  as  well  for  the  Virtue  of  the  Perfons  in  them, 
as  that  the  Country  received  great  Benefit  from  them  ; 
the  Poor  receiving  thence    Relief,  and   the  richer 
Suit  Education   for  their  Children  ;  yet,  fays  Lord 
Herbert  (r),  CromweU  by  the  King's  Permiflion,  in- 
vaded 

(y)   Burnf.t'i  Reformat i  n,  Vol.  I,  Pag.  2,1Z, 
[rj  KiNNETj  Vgl,  1J,  Pag.  uj. 
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vaded  all ;  and,  betwixt  Threats,  Gifts,  Perfuafiongj  KingHenryvm. 
Promifes,  and  whatever  elfe  might  make  Men  wa- 
ver, he  obtained  of  the  Abbots,  Priors,  Abbefles,  tsfc . 
that  their  Houfes  might  be  given  up.  But,  an  ab- 
folute  Right  to  theie  Pofleflions  was  not  warranted, 
yet,  by  Law  j  and  therefore  Henry  called  a  Parlia- 
ment to  eftablifh  it.  They  were  fummoned,  by 
Writ,  to  meet  at  Wejlminjler,  on  the  28  th  Day  of 
Aprils  in  the  31ft  Year  of  this  Reign.  The  firft 
Writ  of  Summons  is  directed  to  Thomas  Lord 
Cromwell,  our  Vicar-  General  in  Spiritualities.  a    e    p  r 

The  Journal-Book  begins  this  Parliament  in  a  very  ment  called  at 
folemn  and  pompous  Manner  ;  for,  after  enumerat-  Weftminfter  for 
ing  the  King's  Titles,  it  goes  on  thus:  Anno  rJ^i 

Ad  Laudem  iff  Gloriam  Dei  Omnipotentis-t  Hono-  ,5^o°, 
rem,  Decorem,  Pacem,  Quietem,  Tranquilitatem,  Se- 
curitatem  iff  Reformationem  totius  Regniy  Reipublica, 
&  Ditionis  Anglicanae  ;  in  Nomine  fanfta  iff 
individua  Trinitatis,  Patris  iff  Filii  iff  Spiritus 
Sanfti,po/l  MiJJarum  Solempnia  decent erac  devote  ce- 
lebrata,  divino  Auxilio  humill'ime  imphrato  iff  invocato, 
Diejjidelicet  Lunge,  vicejjimo  oclavo  Menfis  Apriiis,£5V. 

Sir  William  Dugdale    has    prefer ved    the    Order 
of  Proceffion  made  by  the  King  and  the  Lords,  from  TheIr  SoIei*»» 
the  Palace  at  Weftminfter,  to  the  Abbey  ;  every  Peer, Proceffion- 
both  Spiritual  and    Temporal,   in   his  Parliament- 
Robes,  to  hear  the  Mafs  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  in  the 
Abbey  Church  aforefaid,  iffc.     This,  for  the  Rarity 
of  it,  merits  a  Place  in  thefe  Enquiries ;  as,  alfo,  a 
Lift  of  the  whole  Houfe  of  Peers,  at   this  Time  i 
fince,  it  is  the  laft  we  meet  with,  where  the  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal  Lords,  Abbots  included,  fate  to- 
gether in   an  Englijb  Pailiament,  or,  in  all  human 
Probability,   ever   will  do.      The  Proceflion  was 
as  follows  (s)  : 

'  Firft,  all  Gentlemen  and  Efquires. 

Knig  hts  and  Bannerets. 

Serjeants  at  the  Law,  and  Juftices. 

Abbots,  Bifhops,  and  Archbifhops. 

The  Lord  Chamberlain  of  England,  the  Earl  of 
SuJJex. 

The  Lord  Chancellour  of  England.  The 

(1)  DtiCBA.iuE't  Summtnt  ti  Parliament,  p,  50*. 
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Kingtfciuf/iH.      The  Lord  Marfhall  of  England,  then  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  with  his  Rod. 

Garter  before  him  in  the  King's  Coat. 
Then  the  King's  Sword  borne  by  the  Earl  of 
Shrewjbury. 

The.  Cap  of  Maintenance  borne  by  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk. 

Then  the  King's  Higbnefs.  , 
And  after  his  Grace,  all  the  other  Eftates ;  as, 
Dukes,  Marqueiles,  Earls,  Vifcounts,  Barons,  with 
others,  after  their  Degrees  in  Order,  two  and  two 
after  their  Antienties  on  Horfeback,  in  their  Robes, 
unto  the  King's  lighrin^  Place ;  whereas  the  Abbot 
of  Wejlm'infler,  in  Pontifcalibus,  with  all  the  Chirche 
met  the  King.  And  from  thence,  in  like  Order, 
every  Man  to  proceed  on  foot  to  the  Quire,  lave 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  Lord  Chamberlain  of  England, 
to  bear  his  Grace's  Trayne,  affifted  by  the  Vice- 
Chamberlain. 

Sir  Anthony  Wingfield,  for  Default  of  my  Lord 
Chamberlain,'  of  the  Kind's  Houfhold. 

Note,  That  the  King's  Pkaiuie  was,  that  Sir  An-, 
thony  Browne,  the  Matter  of  the  Horfe,  to  bear  his 
Trayne  to  the  Chirche  ;  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Efquirie  about  his  Grace.  And  the  Captain  of  the 
Guard  after  the  Temporal  Lords,  the  Guard  fol- 
lowing on  each  Side  the  Way. 

And  after  that  his  Robes  be  off,  in  coming  down 
from  the  Parliament- Chamber  ;  then  the  Dukes  and 
Earls,  Vice- Chamberlain  and  Mailer  of  the  Horfe, 
to  come  next  his  Grace. 

And  then  the  King's  Grace  fits  in  his  Place  Royal ; 
the  Lords  Spiritual  on  the  North-fide,  and  the  Lords 
Temporal  on  the  Scuth- fide  ;  lave  the  Archbifhop 
of  Tcrk,  the  Blfhop  of  Durham,  and  Carleil,  on  the 
Tempoial  S;de. 

And  fo  Mafs  of  the  Holy  Ghojl  to  begin,  executed 
by  the  Bifhop  of  Carleil,  affiltcd  by  two  Abbots  in 
Pontlpcalibus. 

And,  at  the  Gofpel-Time,  all  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal  to  go  out  of  the  Quire,  and  place 
$ern  in  femblable  Order  of  their  bides,  as  before 

betwene 
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betwene  the  Gofpel-Time ;  all  the  Spiritual  Lords  KingHenryVm. 
and  Temporal  to  go  out  of  the  Quire,  and  place 
them  in  femblable  Order  of  their  Sides,  as  before, 
betwene  the  King's  Travers  and  the  Quire,  fave 
only  fuch  as  attended  on  the  King's  Highnefs,  at  the 
Offering-Time  ;  and  fo  remayned  in  their  fayd 
Places  during  the  Mafs ;  and  then  proceeded  in  like 
Order  to  the  Parliament  Chamber,  whereas  every 
Man  was  placed  according  to  their  Seates  and  De- 
grees, and  there  tarried  during  the  King's  Pleafure. 

And  fo,  all  Things  thus  ordered,  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain declared  the  Caufes  and  Intent  of  their  Af- 
fembly  in  the  Pzrliament-Chamber. 

Which  done*  tne  King's  Highnefs,  with  all  the 
other  Lords,  Spiritual  and  Temporal  put  off  their 
Robes,  and  in  like  Order  proceeded  on  Horfeback, 
attending  on  the  King's  Highnefs,  in  Manner 
following  : 

Firft,  Gentlemen,  Efquyers,  Knights. 
Serjeants  at  the  Law. 
Judges. 

.The  Comptroller  and  Treafurer  of  the  King's 
Houfe. 

Abbots,  Bifhops,  Barons. 
Earls, 

The  Archbiihops  of  York  and  Canterbury. 
The  Lord  Chancelour,  with  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain of  England. 
Garter. 

The  Duke  of  Suffolk. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk^  Lord  Marfhall  of  Eng- 
land. 

The  Earle  of  Shrew/bury  bearing  the  King's 
Sword. 

Then  the  King's  Highnefs,  and  about  his  Grace 
the  Footmen,  and  eight  Gentlemen  of  the  Efquirie. 
Following  next,    Sir  Anthony  Iftngficld,   Vice- 
Chamberlain  ;  and  Sir  Anthcny  Browne^  Mafter  of 
the  King's  Horfe. 

After  whom  all  the  King's  Guard  of  each  Side 
the  Street,  unto  the  Palace- Gate  ;  whereas  every 
Man  lighted  their  Horfes,  and  entered  in  like  Order 

after 
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KingHenryVlll.  after  ^e^r  Degrees,  fave  that  the  Dukes  and  Earl* 
followed  the  King,  two  and  two,  attending  to  hi* 
Chamber  ;  and  then  his  Grace,  with  all  others, 
went  to  Dinner. 

The  Lift  of  the  King,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  and 
Lords,  as  they  fat  in  the  Houfe  together,  ftands 
in  this  Manner,  in  the  Journals  {a). 


The  King. 
The  Archbifhop  of  Can." 

terbury. 
The  Bifhops  of 

London. 

Winchefier. 

Exeter. 

Lincoln. 

Bath  and  Welles. 

Ely. 

Bangor, 

Litchfield  and  Co* 

ventry. 
Salisbury. 
Worcejler. 
Rochefler. 
Norwich. 
Chichejler. 
St  David's. 
St  Afaph. 
Landaff. 
The  Abbots  of 

Weftminjlef. 

St  Albans. 

St  Edmundbury. 

St  Mary's,  York. 

Glaflenbury. 

Glocejler. 


Ramfey. 
Eve/ham. 
Peterborough. 
St  John,  Colchejler. 
Reading. 
Malmsbury. 
Croyland. 
Selby. 
Thorney. 
ffiinchcombe: 
Waltham. 
Cirencejler. 
Tewsbury. 
7aviJlockQ>): 
The  Archbifhop  of  York. 
Bifhops  of 
Durham. 
Carlijle. 
Thomas     Lord     Audley, 
of  Walden,  Chancellor 
of  England. 
Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk, 

Treafurer  of  England. 
Charles  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Steward  of  the  Houf- 
hold. 
Ibomas  Marquefs  of  Dor" 
fet. 

John 


ft)  This  Lift  is  compared   with  DugdaWt,    but  differs  in   fome 

Karnes  and  Additions. 

Dugdale's  Summons  to  Parliament,  p.  501. 

(a)  Befi(i«  thefe,  the  Abbots  of  St  Benntt  of  Hulm,  Bardfry,  A- 
iingdon,  Battail,  Vide  by  Winchejier,  St  Augujlinc  in  Canterbury, 
and  Coventry,  had  the  fame  Priv-Iege,  but  were  probably  given  vf 
before  this  Meeting  ;  or  tin  Abbots  dead. 
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JohnEar\ofOxford,Grezt  George  Brooke,  Lord  Cob- KingHenryVin 

Chamberlain  of  Eng-     ham. 

land.  Henry  Fitz-  Allan   Lord 

William  Earl  of  Southamp-      Mahrevers. 

ton.  Lord  High  Admi-  Walter     Devereux    Lord 

ralof  England.  Ferrers. 

William  Earl  of  Arundale.  Edward  Gray  Lord  Paw- 
Ralph  Earl  of  Wejlmore-      is. 

land.  William  Lord   Gray,    of 

Francis  Earl  of  Shrews-     Wilton. 

bury.  Edward  Fenys  Lord  Clin- 

Henry  Earl  of  EJfex.  ton. 

Edward  Earl  of  Derby.     John  Lord  Scrope,  of  2?<?/- 
i#«ry  Earl  of  Worcejier.    '    ton. 
Thomas  Earl  of  Rutland.  William  Lord  Stourton* 
Henry  Earl  of  Cumberland.  John^  Lord  Lumley. 
Robert  Ew\  of  Suflex.        John  Nevile   Lord  Ztf/i- 
George  Earl  of  Hunting-        mer. 

don.  Charles    Blount     Lord 

j^£«  Earl  of  Bath.  Mountjoy. 

Edward 'Earl  of  Hertford.  Thomas    Stanley    Lord 
JF&«ry  Earl  of  Bridgwater.      Mount  eagle. 
Arthur  Vifcount  Lip.      William  Lord  Sandys* 
John  Lord  i?«^/,  Admi-  Lord  Conyers. 

ral  of  England.  Thomas  Lord  /^?#.v. 

7^«  Touchet  Lord  Audley.  Andrew  Lord  Wind/or. 
John  Lord  Zo#f^.  Thomas  Lord  Wentworth. 

Thomas  Lord  Delaware.    Thomas  Lord  Brough. 
Henry  Parker  Lord  A/<?r-  Edward  Lord  Gr<sry. 

/(Py.  7"^  Lord  Mordaunt. 

Thomas  Fienes  Lord  /)#-  William  Lord  Hungerford. 

ere.  William    Paulet  Lord  5/ 

William  Lord  Dacre,  of     ^A*. 

Gille/land.  William  Lord  Parre. 

The  Lord  Chancellor's  Speech,  at  the  Opening  of 
this  Parliament,  is  wholly  omitted  in  the  Journals  ;  Sir  Nicholas 
and  there  are  only  the  Names  of  the  Receivers  and  Harc>  sP««^er« 
Tryers  of  Petitions  to  it.  Nor  is  there  any  Mention 
of  the  Name  of  a  Speaker  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  but,  by  what  will  appear  in  the  Sequel, 
from  the  fame  Authority,  we  put  down  Sir  Nicholas 
Hart)  Knight,  as  chofen  for  that  Office. 

Oa 


140     The  ^Parliamentary  Histort 

KingHenryVUl.     On  the  5th  Day  of  May,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
informed  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  '  That  it  was  his 

*  Majefty's  Defire,  above  all  Things,  that  the  Di- 
A  Committee  for'  verities  of  Opinions,  concerning  the  Chriftian 
Religion  appoint.  *  Religion,  in  this  Kingdom,  mould  be  with  all 
*d>                  c  poflible  Expedition    plucked  up  and  extirpated. 

'  And  therefore,  iince  this  Affair  was  of  foextraor- 

*  dinary  a  Nature,  that  it  could  not  well  be  deter- 

*  mined  in  a  fhort  Time,  confidering  their  various 
'  Sentiments,  by  the  whole  Houfe ;  the  King 
'  thought  it  neceflary,  if  it  feemed  good  to  them, 
'  that  they  mould  chufe  a  Committee  of  themfelves, 
'  to  examine  into  thefe  different  Opinions ;    and 

*  whatever  they  decreed,  concerning  them,  might 
c  be  with  a}l  convenient  Speed  communicated  to  the 

*  whole  Parliament.*  This  was  approved  of  by  all ; 
and  with  unanimous  Confent,  a  Committee  was 
chofen  to  examine  thefe  Opinions,  the  Names  and 
Titles  of  whom  were  as  as  follows  : 

Ihomas  Lord  Cromwell,  Bangor. 

Vicar  General.  IVorceJler. 

Abp  of  Canterbury,  Abp  of  fork. 

TheBifhops  of  Bimops  of 

Bath  and  Wells.  Durham,  and 

Ely.  Carlifle. 

And  it  was  ordered,  that  this  Committee  (hould 
have  leave  to  abfent  themfelves  from  the  Service  of 
the  Houfe,  whilft  they  had  thefe  Affairs  under  Con- 
fideration.  The  fame  Day  a  Bill  was  brought  into 
the  Houfe,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  for  the  Ap- 
pointment of  Seats  or  Places,  in  that  Aflembly,  for 
the  K:ng's  chief  Officers  ;  viz.  the  King's  Vicar- 
General  in  Spiritualities,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Treafurer,  and  others  ;  that  from  henceforth 
there  might  be  no  more  Difpute  about  them.  Alfo, 
2notherBil!  was  brought  in,  by  which  Religious  Per- 
fons,  whofe  Monafteries  were  diflblved,  might  be 
enabled  to  inherit  any  Lands  and  Tenements  which 
they  were  Heirs  to. 

On  the  roth  Day  of  May,  the  Vicar- General 
aforefaid,  brought  another  Bill  into  the  Houie, 
which  was  to  attaint  certain  Traitors,  lately  found 

guiltv 
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guilty  and  condemned  for  High  Treafon.  Thefe  KingHcnryVm. 
were  the  late  Marquefs  of  Exeter ;  the  late  Lord 
Montague,  Edward  Nevlle,  and  others,  as  the  faid 
Bill  more  fully  exprefles.  It  was  read  twice  in  the 
Houfe  that  Day,  and  then  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of 
Parliament  to  be  engroffed  on  Parchment.  After 
which,  the  Lord  Treafurer,  in  the  Abfence  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  adjourn'd  the  Houfe  till  the  Day 
following. 

At  which  Time,  the  aforefaid  Bill  being  read  a 
third  Time,  the  Vicar- General  ftood  up  in  the 
Houfe,  and  fhewed  openly  a  certain  Habir,  made  of 
White  Silk,  which  was  found  by  the  Lord  Admiral 
in  the  Linen-Wardrobe  belonging  to  t£e  Ccuntefs 
of  Salisbury.  On  the  fore  Part  cf  which  Garment 
was  embroider'd,  the  Arms  alone  of  England,  viz. 
Three  Lions,  furrounded  with  a  Border  of  two  dif- 
ferent Flowers,  called  Paunces  and  Marigolds.  On 
the  back  Part  of  it  was  the  Device,  which  the  Nor- 
thern Rebels  lately  ufed  in  their  Infurreclionf^). 

We  mult  have  Rtcourfe  to  the  Hiftory  of  thefe 
Times,  for  the  Particularities  relating  to  thefe  two 
Affairs  ;  and  Lord  Herbert  [y)  informs  us,  that  Tho- 
mas Courtney,  Marquefs  of  Exeter,  Son  to  Cathe- 
rine, Daughter  to  Edward  IV.  and  confequenliy 
Coulin  German  to  Henry  ;  Henry  Pool,  Lord  Mon- 
t acute  ;  Sir  Edivard  Nevlle,  Brother  to  the  Lord 
Abergavenny  ;  with  Sir  Jeoffrey  Pool,  Knight ;  upon 
fecret  Information  given  by  the  latter,  that  the  reft 
had  a  Defign  to  promote  and  maintain  one  Reginald 
Poole,  late  Dean  of  Exeter,  and  now  the  King's 
Enemy  beyond  Sea,  and  to  deprive  the  King  of  his 
Crown.  The  two  Lords  were  tried  for  the  Fact 
before  their  Peers,  Thomas  Lord  Dudley,  for  that 
Purpofe,  fitting  as  High  Steward  of  England,  and 

were 

(*)  On  the  Suppreflion  of  the  lefTer  Monasteries,  a  Rebellion  be- 
pin  firft  in  Lincolnjhire,  but  was  foon  quathed  by  the  Duke  ofAsr- 
folk.  Afterwards  it  broke  out  again,  in  a  more  formidable  Manner, 
in  Torkjhire  and  the  other  Northern  Counties.  The  Standard  they 
bore  before  them  was  painted  with  the  five  Wounds  of  our  Saviour, 
the  Sign  of  the  Sacrament,  and  JESUS  written  in  the  Midft  ;  they 
Wiled  themfelves  the  Pilgrimage  cf  Grace. 

Foxe's  Acli  and  Msnmenu,  Vwl,  II.  p.  051. 

^JKerjttfj  Vofa  V,  p,  3.1C, 
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KJngHenryVm. were  koth  f°und  guilty.  Sir  Edward  Nevile,  Sir 
Jeoffrey  Poole,  two  Priefts,  and  a  Mariner,  were 
alfo  arraigned,  found  guilty,  and  Judgment  given 
accordingly.  The  two  Lords  and  Nevile  were  be- 
headed ;  the  two  Priefts  and  Mariner  were  hang'd 
and  quarter'd  at  Tyburn  ;  but  Sir  Jeoffrey,  the  In- 
J^^^  former,  was  pardoned. 

of  Salisbury,  and  Margaret  Countefs  of  Salisbury,  was  Grand  - 
others  attainted  Daughter  to  George  Duke  of  Clarence,  Brother  to 
and  executed,  Edward  IV.and  Mother  toCardinal/W  aforefaid(z). 
This  Lady,  with  Gertrude,  Wife  to  the  late  Mar- 
quefs  of  Exeter,  Sir  Adrian  Forte/cue,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Dinghy,  Knight  of  5/  J»hn,  were,  by  the  fame 
Authority,  attainted  this  Parliament  ;  tho'  there  is 
no  more  faid  of  this  Affair  in  the  Journal-Book,  nor 
any  Notice  at  all  taken  of  it  in  the  Statutes  at  large. 
Againft  the  two  Ladies  it  was  alledged,  that  they 
were  both  Accomplices  with  the  Marquifs  of  Exeter 
and  other  Traitors.  That  certain  Bulls  from  Rome, 
were  found  at  Cowdrey,  a  Seat  belonging  to  the 
Countefs.  That  (he  kept  a  Correlpondence  with 
her  Son  the  Cardinal  ;  and  that  fhe  forbad  all  her 
Tenants  to  have  the  New  Teflament  in  Englijl), 
or  any  other  Book  the  King  had  licenfed,  in  their 
Houfes.  Againft  Cardinal  /Wit  was  alledged,  that 
he  had  confpired  againft  the  King  with  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  Rome,  and  had  taken  Preferment  from  him. 
For  the  other  two,  they  were  executed  as  Accom- 
plices ;  the  Countefs's  Death  was  not  till  two  Years 
after,  when  fhe  fuffer'd  it  with  an  heroic  Courage  j 
difdaining  to  lay  her  Head  down  on  the  Block  as  a 
Traitor,  but  told  the  Executioner  he  might  get  it 
off  as  he  could.  Then  fhaking  her  Grey  Head 
about  every  Way,  for  fhe  was  feventy-two  Years 
old,  the  barbarous  Fellow  was-  forced  to  chop  it  off 
in  a  very  horrid  Manner.  Her  Son,  the  Cardinal, 
was  far  out  of  Henry's  Reach ;  and  tho'  he  earneftly 
required  him  to  be  given  up  by  all  thofe  Princes  that 
had  received  him  into  their  Dominions,  yet,  he  fur- 
vived  all  Henry's  Purfuits,  and  lived  to  make  a  great 
Figure  in  this  Kingdom  in  a  fucceeding  Reign. 

Tht 

(*)  Kcnntt,  p.  219,  and  227* 
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The  noble  Hiftorian  owns,  that  both  thefe  Affairs  KingHenryVJii. 
are  very  dark,  and  that  our  Records   lend  us  very 
little  Light  to  illuftrate  them.    So  that  what  Reafons 
of  State  Henry  might  have  to  deftroy  two  fuch  near  Remark*  thtre- 
Relations,  as  the  Marquifs  and  Countefs  were  to  him, on' 
rauft  be  ftill  a  Secret  to  all  Pofterity.     This  may  be 
a  Reafon  why  the  Affair  of  the  Countefs  was  kept 
out  of  the  Journals,  &c.  except    the  Pageantry  of  ,  ■ 

Cromwell's  producing  the  Sur-Coat  of  Arms,  in  the 
Houfe,  which  was  but  a  poor  Evidence,  if  they  had 
no  ftronger,  againft  her.  Bifhop  Burnet  obfervec 
(a),  That  thefe,  and  other  fuch  Ads  of  Attainder, 
were  of  a  ftrange  and  an  unheard  of  Nature.  That 
it  is  aBlemifh  never  to  be  warned  off,and  which  can- 
not beenough  condemned  ;  and  was  a  Breach  of  the 
moft  facred  and  unalterable  Rules  of  Juftice,  never 
to  be  excufed.  Of  this  Way  of  attainting  Perfont 
in  Cuftody  without  bringing  them  to  a  Trial,  the 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Coke  thus  writes,  c  Although  I 
'  queftion  not  the  Power  of  the  Parliament,  for 

*  without  Doubt  the  Attaindure  Hands  good  in  Law, 
'  yet  this  I  fay  of  this  Manner  of  Proceeding,  auferat 

*  Oblivio,  ft  poteft\fi  non,  utrumque  Silentium  tegat, 
'  For  the  more  high  and  abfolute  the  Jurifdi&ion  of 
'  any  Court  is,  the  more  juft  and  honourable  it 
'  ought  to  be  in  its  Proceedingg  ;   in  order  to  give 

*  Examples  of  Juftice  to  inferior  Courts  [by 
The  French  Writer  {c)  of  Englijh  Hiftory  tells  i». 

That  this  Act  met  with  great  Opposition  in  the 
Parliament ;  many  objecting,  that  to  condemn  Per- 
fons  unheard,  was  a  Breach  of  the  moft  facred  and 
unalterable  Rules  of  Juftice.  But,  that  CromweU 
having  fent  for  the  Judges,  to  his  Houfe,  asked  them, 
whether  the  Parliament  had  a  Power  to  condemn. 
Perfons  accufed  without  a  Hearing  ?  The  Judges  an- 
fwered,    *  That  it  was  a  niee  and  a  dangerous  Que- 

*  ftion  ;  that  Equity,  Juftice,  and  all  Sorts  of  Laws 

*  required  that  the  accufed  mould  be   heard ;  that 

*  however  the  Parliament  being  the  fuprerne  Court 

•of 

(4)   IforM?'*  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  Vol,  I.     Psg-  359« 
(i)  C«*f's  4th  Inftitute,  27,    2, 
(4 J  Refin,  Pag.  S»», 
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Kin  H  Vin.'  of  (he  Realm,  from  which  there  could  be  no  Ap- 
ing cnry  .  t  ^^  ^e  Validity  of  their  Sentences,  of  what  Na- 
'  ture  foever  they  were,  could  not  be  queftioned.' 
This,  adds  our  Author,  was,  only,  faying,  in  other 
Words,  that  the  Parliament  would  therein  commit 
an  Injuftice,  for  which  they  could  not  be  called  to 
Account.  And,  Cromwell  having  reported  the 
Judges  Opinions  to  the  two  Houfes,  thefe  two  Ladies 
of  the  Blood  Royal,  were  condemned  to  die  ;  by  a 
Sentence,  which  eftablifhed  a  Precedent,  the  moft 
pernicious  that  had  ever  been  known  in  England  j 
and  which  proved  fatal  to  its  Author,  in  the  Sequel. 
But,  to  proceed  with  our  Journal. 

On  Tuefday  the  13th  Day  of  May,  and  the  9th 
Day  of  the  Sitting  of  this  Parliament,  the  fatal  Bill, 
for  the  Fall  of  Abbies,  Monafteries,  iffc .  was  brought 
into  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Audley.     The  Title  of  the  Bill  was,  '  Concerning 

*  the  Eftablifhment  to  the  King's  Majefty,  his  Heirs 
6  and  Succeflbrs,  of  all  Manner  of  Abbies,  Priories, 
'  Monafteries,  &c.  which  had  come  into  the  King's 
'  Hands,  by  reafon  of  the  Suppreflion,  Reduction, 
'  and  final  Diffolution  of  them,  on  the  4th  Day  of 
*'  February,  Anno  Regni  27.'  This  Bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  firft  Time  in  the  Houfe  ;  and  then 
becaufe  that  the  next  Day  the  Clergy  were  to  at- 
tend the  Convocation,  and  the  Day  following  was 
Jfcenfion-Day,  the  Chancellor  adjourned  the  Parlia- 
ment to  Friday,  at  Eight  o'Clock  in  the  Morning  ; 
the  ufual  Time  fixed  for  their  Meetings  in  thofe 
Days. 

This  is  the  Title  which  the  Journal  Book  gives  ; 
but   the  Act  itfelf  is  more  explicite,   and  exprefles 

*  That  Leafes  of  Manors,  belonging  to  Monafteries 
6  diflblved  or  to  be  diflblved,  and  allured  to  the  King, 
<  fhall  take  Effect.  That  the  King  {hall  hold,  poi- 
'  fefs  and  enjoy,  to  him,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs  for 
'  ever,    all  Monafteries,  and    Abbacies,   Priories, 

*  Nunneries,  Colleges,  Hofpitals,  Houfes  of  Friers, 
'  or  other  Religious  and  Ecclefiaftical  Houfes  and 

*  Places ;  which  fince   the  4th  of  February,  27th 

*  Henry  VIII.  have  been  dillblved,  fupprefled,  rc- 

'  nounced, 
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nounced,    forfeited,  or  given  up,  or  by  any  other  KingHcmy  vn! 
'  means  come  to  his  Highnefs  ;   or   which  fhall   be 

*  diflblved,  &c.     As,  alio,    all  Manors,   Lordfhips, 

*  Lands,  Tenements,  Rights,  Liberties,  &c  belong- 
'  ing  to  them.  All  which,  except  fuch  as  came  by 
'  Attaindure  of  Trealbn,  fhall  be  under  the  Survey 
'  and  Government  of  the  King's  Cour&of  Augmenta- 
'  tion  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown.     Other  Men's 

*  Titles  yet  faved-' 

Thus  fell  the  Monaftical  Priefthood  in  England.  The  totaJ  s 
The  Number  of  Monafteries  diflblvedj  according  to  predion  of  Mona- 
Speed,  Stow  and  Cambden,  amounted  to  fix  hundred  **«■'«,  Abbics, 
forty-five;  amongft  which,  feven  and  twenty  had  c" 
Votes  and  fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  as  Mitred  Ab- 
bots. Of  Colleges,  were  demolifhed,  in  divers  Shires, 
ninety.  Of  Chantries  and  free  Chapels  fome  Time 
after,  2374.  And  of  Hofpitals,  no.  The  yearly 
Income  of  all  amounting  to  160,000  Pounds;  being 
above  a  third  Part  of  all  the-  fpiritual  Revenues  in 
the  Kingdom.  This,  added  to  the  almoft  immenfe 
Sums  the  King  muft  make  of  all  their  prefent  Stock 
of  Cattle  and  Corn,  Timber*  Lead,  Bells,  &c.  but, 
chiefly,  of  their  Plate,  Jewels,  and  Church-Orna- 
ments, of  which  are  ftill  extant  divers  rich  Inventories, 
mull  be  incredible.  This  Rapine  upon  the  Church, 
as  the  Clergy  had  but  too  much  Reafon  to  rail  it, 
with  the  miferable  Ruin  of  themfelves  and  Houfes, 
was  divulged  abroad,  in  fuch  Terms,  fays  Lord 
Herbert,  as.  aftonifhed  the  whole  Chriftian  World. 
For,  tho'  the  excefli ve  Number  of  them,  adds  he, 
excufed  the  King  in  fome  Part,  for  the  firftSuppref- 
fion,  this  latter  had  no  fuch  fpecious  Pretext.  So 
that,  notwithstanding  the  King's  Neceffities,  no 
little  Occafion  of  Slander  and  Obloquy  was  given  by 
thefe  violent  Proceedings  (d). 

It  may  be  oblerved  by  thofe  jvho  will  take  the 
►Pains  to  perufe  this  Act,  that  it  was  drawn  with 
great  Care  an  i  Circumfpection  ;  to  rake  off:\ll  Sus- 
picion of  hard  Ufage  and  fore'd  Surrenders.  To 
make  it  pafsthe  better,  a  Profpeet  of  vaft  Advantage 
Was  opened  to  the  Subject.     The  Nobility  were  pro- 

Vol.  III.  K  jnil'ed 

(d)  Kennet,  Vol.  II,    Pag.  jig. 
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King  Henry  viii.  mi  fed  large  Shares  in  the  Spoils,  as  one  Author  (e) 
terms  it ;  they  had  a  View  to,  either,  Free  Gifts, 
eafy  Purchafes,  or  very  advantageous  Exchanges. 
The  Gentry  were  promifed  a  very  confiderable  Rife 
both  in  Honour  and  Eftate.  Nor  were  they  difap- 
pointed  in  their  Expectations,  for  no  fmall  Part  of 
the  Abby -Lands  were  granted  to  them  before  the 
Sitting  of  this  Parliament.  This  was  done  by  the 
then  Prime  M'm\fter  Cromzvel ;  he  told  the  King  that 
the  parcelling  thefe  Lands  out  to  a  great  many  Pro- 
prietors, was  the  only  Way  to  clinch  the  Bufinefs  ; 
and  make  the  Settlement  irrevocable.  And  fuch  it 
has  hitherto  proved  ;  for,  it  may  even  now  be  obferv- 
cd,  that  moft  of  thofe  Families  who  are,  at  prefent, 
poflefled  of  the  greateft  Share  of  Abby- Lands,  (hew 
the  greateft  Averiion  to  Popery,  or  any  Thing  that 
may,  in  the  leaft,  tend  towards  a  Reftitution  of 
them.  To  conclude  this  DigrefTion,  take  what 
Lord  Coke  hath  left  us,  concerning  the  Minifter's  In- 
trigues to  bring  about  this  great  Affair,  in  his  own 
Words  (f): 

'  On  the  King's  Behalf,  faith  this  learned  Gentle- 
'  man,  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  were  informed 
4  in  Parliament,  That  no  King  or  Kingdom  were 
'  fafe,  but  where  the  King  had  three  Abilities, 
6  Firft,  To  live  of  his  own,  and  able  to  defend  his 
6  Kingdoms  upon  any  fudden  Invafion  or  Infurrec- 
6  tion.     Secondly,  To  aid  his  Confederates,   other- 

*  ways  they  would  never  aflift  him.     Thirdly,  tc 

*  reward  his  well-deferving  Servants.  Now  the 
'  Project  was,  if  the  Parliament  would   give  untc 

*  him  all  the  Abbies,  Priorits,  Frieries,  Nunneries, 

*  and  other  Monaftcries  ;   that,  for  ever' in  Time 

*  then  to  come,  he  would  take  Order,  that  the  fame 
6  fhould  not  be  converted  to  private  Ufe.  But,  Firft, 
'  That  his  Exchequer    for   the  Purpofcs  aforefaid 

*  mould  be  enriched.     Secondly,  The  Kingdom  b< 

*  ftrengthened  by  the  Maintenance  of  Forty  ThoU' 
'  land  well  train'd  Soldiers,   with  fk.llful  Captain: 

4  an< 

(e)  Dugdale**  Warnuichjhire,  Pag.  S©Ot 
(j)  Coke'i  4  Inftitute,  Fo!.  44. 
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and  Commanders.  Thirdly,  For  the  Benefit  and  K[ngHenryVIJl. 
Eafe  of  the  Subject,  who  never  afterwards  (as  was 
projected)  in  any  Time  to  come,  mould  be  charg'd 
with  Subsidies,  Fifteenths,  Loans,  or  other  com- 
mon Aids.  Fourthly,  Left  the  Honour  of  the 
Realm  fhould  receive  any  Diminution  of  it, 
by  the  Dillbluiion  of  the  laid  Monafteries,  there 
being  Twenty-nine  Lords  of  Parliament  of  the 
Abbots  and  Priors  (that  held  of  the  Kingp^r  Baro- 
niam)  that  the  King  would  create  a  Number  of 
Nobles.  The  faid  Monafteries,  were  given  to  the 
King  by  the  Authority  of  divers  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  no  Prbvifion  was  therein  made  for  the 
faid  Project,  or  any  Part  thereof;  only  ad  facien- 
dum populum,  thefe  Pofleffions  were  given  to  the 
King,  his  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  to  do  and  ufe  there- 
with his  and  their  own  Wills,  to  the  Pleafure  of 
Almighty  God,  and  the  Honour  and  Profit  of  the 
Realm. 

'  Now  obferve  the  Cataftrophe.  In  the  fame 
Parliament  of  32.  H.  8.  when  the  great  and  opu- 
lent Priory  of  St.  John's  of  Jerufalem  was  given  to 
the  King,  he  demanded,  and  had,  a  Subfidy  both  of 
the  Laity  and  Clergy;  and  the  like  he  had  in  34  H. 
8.  and  in  37  H.  8.  he  had  another  Subfidy.  And 
fince  the  Diflblution  of  the  aforeiaid  Monafteries, 
he  exacted  great  Loans,  and  againft  Law  received 
the  fame.' 

May  1 6th,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  reported  from  the  a  Report  from 
Committee,  appointed  to  examine  into  the  different  the    Committee 
Opinions    in  Religion,  which  were  then  ftarted  up of  Reh6ion' 
in  this  Kingdom  ;  that  they  had  made  no    Progress 
therein,     becaufe  they  were  not  in  one  Mind  them- 
felves ;  which   fome  of  the  Lords  had  objected  to 
when  they  were  firit  named.     Therefore,  he  thought 
it  was   beft,  that  the   Six  following  Articles  mould 
be  put  to  the  Examination  of  the  whole  Parliament ; 
and  each  Man  to  give  his  Opinion  frtely  about  them. 
By  which  Means,  adds  he,  an  Union  in  thue  Mat- 
ters might  be  come  at,  and  finally  determineJ.    And,  < 
that  for  the  better  Obfervance  of  the  aforehud   De- 
termination, fome  Penal  Statute  ought  to  be  enact- 
K    2  cd, 
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KingHenryVin.ed5aga'mft  thofe  that  any  ways  infringe  or  violate 
them  in  any  Particular.  The  Six  Articles  to  be  ex- 
amined into,  are  thefe  ; 

I.  Whether  the  Sacrament  be  the  real  Body  of  our 
Lord,  without  Tranfubftantion  (a)  ? 

II.  Whether  the  Sacrament  may  be  given  to  the 
Laity  in  both  Kinds  ? 

III.  Whether  Vows  of  Chaftity,  made  by  Men 
or  Women,  ought  to  be  obferved,  Jure  divino  ? 

IV.  Whether  private  Maffes  ought  to  be  kept  by 
the  fame  Law  ? 

V.  Whether  Priefts  ought  to  marry  on  the  fame 
Authority  ? 

.  VI.  Whether  auricular  Confeflion  be  neceflary, 
Jure  divino? 

Thefe  knotty  Points  of  Divinity  being  laid  before 
the  whole  Houfe,  to  be  debated  on,  it  took  fome 
Time  before  they  could  come  to  a  Determination  of 
them.  For  May  30th,  after  a  fhort  Prorogation, 
we  are  told  in  the  Journals,  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor declared  before  the  Lords,  '  That  not  only 
?  the  Bifhops  and  other  fpiritual  Peers,  but  even  the 

*  King's  Majefty  had  taken  great  Pains  and  labour- 
'  ed  inceffantly  to  bring  about  an  Union  in  the  fore- 
'  going  Articles,  and  had,  at  laft,  compleated  it.  It 
'  was,  therefore,  his  Majefty's  Pleafure,  that  fome 

*  Penal  Statute  mould  be  enacted,  to  compel  all  his 

*  Subjects,  who  were  any  ways  DilTenters  or  Con- 
1  tradldtors  of  thefe  Articles,  to  obey  them.     But  the 

*  Form  ofa  Statute  for  punifhing  fuch  Offenders  he 
'  left  to  their  Determination/  It  was  therefore  a* 
greed  on,  by  the  whole  Houfe,  That  two  Commit- 
tees fhould  be  appointed  for  that  Purpofe.  The 
Archbifhcp  of  Canterbury,  the  Bifhops  of  Ely  and 
St.Jfapb,  with  Dr.  Pet  re  (h),  were  ordered  to  di&ate 
and  compofe  one  Form  of  an  Act  for  punifhing  fuch 
Offenders  ;  and  the  Archbifhcp  of  Tori,  the  Bifhops 
of  Durham  zn&Winchefter,  with  Dr.  Tregonnel  [h)t 
to  draw  up  another.     Which  two  Forms,  fo  com- 

pofed, 

(g)  /IbjqueTranfubflanticne.     Jo  urn.  Procbr. 
\bj  Both  Mafters  in  Chancery,     Burnet. 
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pofed,  were  to  be  preferred  to  the  King's  Majefty*  KingHenryViii, 
on  the    Sunday  following;    which  was  only  two 
Days  Notice. 

But,  it  was  not  'till  the  7  th  of  June^xhzX  this  Bloody 
Bill,  as  the  Proteftant  Writers  juftly  term  it,  was 
brought  into  the  Houfe,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
read  the  firft  Time.  The  Title  is,  CA  Bill  concern- 
'  ing  the  Punifhment  ofthofe  Perfons,  who  either 
'  violate  or  infringe  the  Articles  aforefaid.'  The 
Bill  was  read,  a  Second  and  a  Third  Time,  on  the 
two  Days  following ;  and  then  delivered  to  the 
King's  Attorney  and  Solicitor- General,  to  be  carried 
down  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  where  an  A- 
mendment  was  made  to  the  Bill  by  them.  This 
'  was  again  read  and  approved  of  by  the  Lords,  fo 
that  the  Bill  palled  both  Houfes,  on  the  16th  Day  of 
June  following ;  and,  amongft  others,  had  the  Royal 
Afl'ent  on  the  hit  Day  of  this  Seffion. 

The  Six  Articles,  contained  in  this  Statute,  and 
which  were  founded  on  the  Six  foregoing  Que- 
ftions,  propofed  by  the  Lord  Treafurer ;  are  thele  \i) : 

'  I.  If  any  Per/on  by  Word,  Writing,  Printing, 
Cyphering,  or  any  otherwife  do  preach,  teach,  difpute, 
or  hold  Opinion,  that  in  the  bleffed  Sacrament  of  the  Al- 
tar, under  Form  of  Bread  and  Wine  (  after  the  Conje- 
cration  thereof)  there  is  notprefent  really  the  n$turall*h™H^£ 
Body  and  Blood  of  our  Saviour,  fefus  Chrifi,  conceived 'tides  are  eftablJ 
by  the  Virgin  Mary;  or  that  ajter  the f aid  Conjuration^*  an*i  ;hofe 

there  remaineth  any  Sitbftance  of  Bread  and  Wine,  or^°  in[ri"ge  . 
.i        o   7  n  ,  i     c\   1  n  c  io  7    •  n     Vo    i  iazm  to  be  burnt. 

any  other  Subflance  but  the  Sub/lance  of  Chrifi,  God 

and  Man  ;  or  that  in  the  Flejh  under  Form  of  Bread, 

is  not  the  very  Blood  cf  Chrifi  ;  or  that  with  the  Blood, 

under  the  Form  of  Wine,  is  not  the  very  Flejh  cf  Chrifi 

as  ivell  apart,  as  though  they  were  both  together  ;  or 

affirm  the  faid  Sacrament  to  be  of  other  Subflance  than 

is  aforefaid,   or  deprave  the  faid  bleffed  Sacrament : 

Then  hejhall  be  adjudged  an  Heretick,  andfujfer  Death 

by  Burning,  andfoall  forfeit  to  the  King  all  his  Lands, 

Tenements,  Hereditaments,  Goods  and  Chatties,  as  in 

caje  of  High  Treafon. 

K   3  '  II. 

(i)  Statutes  at  large  jx.  He  wry  VIII.  C>/>,  XiV.  Kinnet 
Vol.  II,  Pag.  jjg, 
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KijisHenryVJli.  *  II.  And  if  any  Per/on  preach  in  any  Sermon*  or 
Collation  openly  made*  or  teach  in  any  common  School 
or  Congregation*  or  objl'mately  affirm  or  defend*  that 
the  Communion  of  the  bleffed  Sacrament  in  both  Kinds 
is  neiejfary  for  the  Health  of  Mam  Soul*  or  ought  or 
(hould  be  mini/ired  in  both  Kinds :  Or  that  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  be  received  by  any  Perfon*  other  than  Priejls, 
being  at  Mafs  and  confecrating  the  fame. 

*  III.  Or  that  any  Man,  after  the  Order  of  Priefl- 
hood  received*  may  marry,  or  contracl  Matrimony. 

'IV.  Or  that  any  Man  or  Woman  which  advifedly 
tatb  vowed  or  profeffed,  orfjould  vow  or  profefs  Cha- 
Jlity  or  Widoiv-hood*  may  marry   or   contract  Marri- 
age. 

'  V.  Or  that  private  MafJ'es  be  not  lawful*  or  not 
laudable,  orjhouldnot  be  ufed*  or  be  not  agreeable  to  the 
Laws  cfGcd. 

4  VI.  Or  that  Auricular  Confeffion  is  not  expedient 
andneccffary  to  be  ufed  in  the  Church  of  God*  kejhallbe 
adjudged  to  fuffer  Death*  and  forfeit  Land  and  Goods 
as  a  Felon. 

1  If  any  Priejf*  or  other  Man  or  Woman  which  ad- 
vifedly hath  vcwcd  Chafity  or  Widow-  hood,  do  actually 
marry  or  contracl  Matrimony  ivith  another  ;  oh*  any 
Man  which  is*  or  hath  been  a  Priejl,  do  carnally  ufe  any 
Woman  to  whom  he  is  or  hath  been  married,  or  with 
whom  he  hath  contracted  Matrimony  *  or  openly  be 
converfant  or  familiar  with  any  fuch  Woman*  both  the 
Man  and  the  Woman  foal!  be  adjudged  Felons.  Com- 
inijfions  alfojhall  be  azuarded  to  the  Bifiop  of  the  Dio- 
ccjs,  his  Chancellor,  Commiffary*  and  others*  to  enquire 
of  the  Hereftes,  Felonies,  and  Offences  aforefaid.  And 
alfo  J 'unices  of  Peace  in  their  SeJJions*  and  every  Ste- 
ward. Under-Stewardy  and  Deputy -Steward  in 
their  Leet  or  Law  Day,  by  the  Oaths  of  twelve  Men* 
have  Authority  to  enquire  of  all  the  Herefes*  Felonies* 
and  Offences  afore/aid.' 

We  are  told  (k)  that  great  Striving  and  Struggling 
was  in  the  Hcufe  about  p;  fling  this  Bill.  Befide  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  ether  Divines  and  Lawy- 
ers argued  well  againft  it;  it  appearing,  as  they  urged, 

to 

[ij  Strype's  Mevtriah,  Vol.  I.    Pag.    352. 
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to  be  not  only  againft  Truth,  but  againft  common  KingHenryVin. 
Juftice.     And,  that  had  not  the  King  come  frmfelf 
in  Perfon  into  the  Parliament- Houfe,  it  would  not 
have  palled. 

Lord  Herbert  informs  us,  That  Cranmer,  Arcb- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  boldly   opnofed   th~'e  AnicJes 
palling  into  a  Law,  for  three  Days  together  ;  we  lup- 
pofe  on  the  three  Times  reading  the  Bill  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.     And,  another  Writer  lays,  That  when 
it  came  to  be  palled,  the  K;ng  defired  Cramr.er  to 
be  out  of  the  Houfe  that  Day,  lince  he   could  not 
give  his  Confentto  it  ;  but  that  he  humbly  excuf- 
ed  himfelf,  for  he  thought  he    was  obliged  to  ftay 
and  vote    againft  it   (/).      What     Arguments  he 
ufed  are  not  known  ;    but,  adus  our  Author,  the 
King  was  not  difpleafed  with  the   Prelate's  Plain- 
nefs,  as  knowing  all  he  faid  was  out  of  a  lincere 
Intention.     Though  fome  thought  he  had  a  parti- 
cular In tereft  in  his  Oppofuion  to  the  third  Article, 
by  realbn  of  his  Wife ;  whom  he  had  married  about 
feven  Years  before  in   Germany ;  and    for  fear  of 
this  Statute  had  feut  or  was  about  to  lend,  her  back 
to  her  Friends  in  that  Country  (m).     In  the  Journal 
Book,  24' h  of  June,  we  find  a  Memorandum  of  an 
Order  made  that  Day,  for  enlarging  the  Time  al- 
lowed for  Prieds  putting  away  their  Wives  they  had 
married;  which,  according  to  the  Statute,  was  to 
take  Place  on  the  Fealt  of  5/,  John  the  Bapti/i,  which 
was  that  very  Day,  but  it  was  now  prolonged  to  the 
12th  Day  of  Jtt/p,  following.     And,   the  Dates  in 
the  Bill  were    ordered   to  be  altered  accordingly. 
This  feems  to  be  a  Compliment  paid  to  Mrs.  Cran- 
mer  \  that  ihe  might  have  more    Time  to  pack  up 
her  Effects,  and  prepare  for  lb  long  a  Journey  (n). 

Among!* 

(/;  Foxe,  Vol.  II.    1037. 

(m)  She  was  Sifter  to  lloftander,  a  Proteftant  Divine  at  Noremier? 
inGermany.     Kennet,  Vol.  II.  Pag.  219. 

(n)  There  is  a  Story  that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  meeting  one  of  his 
Chaplains,  who  wasa  Favourer  ofthe  Reformation,  foon  after  palling 
this  Aft.  faid  to  him.  Now,  Sir,  what  think  you  of  the  Law,  to 
Under  Priefts  to  have  TVivetf  Yes,  my  Lord,  replies  the  Chaplain 
pu  have  done  that ;  but  I  will  anfaer  fcr  it,  Tcu  Hwtiot  hinder  ath£ 
iVc;:  Wive\  from  having  Priefls, 
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KlngHenryVin.       Amonft  the  reft  of  the  Statutes  that  were  enabled 

this  Parliament,  thefe  are  alfo  remarkable  (0). 
Other  Afts  of         *  That  Religious  Perfons,  who  were  put  out  of 
this  Parliament.  <  Monafterics,  &c.  might  purchafe  Lands,  fue  or 

*  be  fued,  but  not  claim  any  Inheritance  as  de- 
'  fcending  to  them.  And,  that  if  they  made  a 
4  Vow  of  Chaftity,  after  one  and  twenty,  they 

*  fhould  not  marry.'  But,  fays  Lord  Herbert, "Cao"  this 
Aft  enabled  them  to  buy,  they  thought  it  no  fufficient 
Amends  for   the  Lois  of  their  prefent  Maintenance. 

•  That  the  King,  by  the  Advice  of  his  Council, 

*  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  might  put  forth  Pro- 

*  clamations,  under  fuch  Pains  and  Penalties  as  to 

*  him  or  them  may  feem  neceflary  ;  which  (hall  be 
4  obferved  as  if  they  had  been  made  by  Aft  of  Par- 

*  liament.  But,  that  this  fhould  not  be  prejudicial 
'  to  the  Inheritance  of  any  Perfons,  their  Offices, 
4  Liberties,  Goods,  Chattels,  or  Life. 

4  That  the  King,  might  nominate   and  appoint, 

*  what  Number  of  Bifhops,  Sees  for  Bifhops,  Ca- 
4  thedral  Churches,  as  he  plea  fed,  and  alio  endow 

The  King  erects  4  them  with  PorTeflions.'  On  the  Strength  of  this 
ficks'CW  Bi?T  A&  the  King  erected  fix  new  Bifhopricks,  viz.  at 
4iir.Tiv0'd  Mona!  Wefimnfitr*  Oxford,  Peterborough,  Brijiol,  Chejler, 
fleiies,  and  Ghucejrer  ;    and  endowed  them  with  the  Reve- 

nues taken  from  diflblved  Monafteries.  All  thefe, 
except  the  firft,  are  in  Being  at  this  Day  ;  and  make 
ibme  Attonement  for  his  other  more  violent  Depre- 
dations. 

The  Preamble  to  this  Aft  runs  thus :  *  That  it 

*  was  well  known  what  flothful  and  ungodly  Lives 
4  had  been  led,  by  thofe  who  were  called  Religious. 
4  But,  that  thefe  Houles  might  be  converted  tobet- 
4  ter  Ufes ;  that  God's  Word  might  be  better  let 
4  forth;  Children  brought  up  in  Learning;  Clerks 
4  nourifhed  in  the  Univerfities  ;  that  old  decayed 
4  Servants  might  have  Livings;  poor  People  might 
4  have  Alms  Houfes  to  maintain  them  ;  Readers  of 
4  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,  might  have  good  Sti- 
'  pends;  daily  Urns  might  be  mini  ft  red  ;  that  Al- 
4  lowance  might  be  made  for  mending  of  the  High 

4  Ways 

C#)  See  Statues  at  large,  31  Henry  VIII. 
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*  Ways ;    and  Exhibitions   for  Mini  Hers    of    the    "•   enry 

4  Church.  For  thefe  Ends,  and  if  the  King  thought 

'  fit    to    have    more   Bifhopricks,    or    Cathedral 

4  Churches,  erected  out  of  the  Rents  of  thefe  Houf- 

6  es,  full  Power  was  given  him  to  erect  and  found 

'  them  ;  and  to  make  Rules  and  Statutes  for  them, 

4  and  fuch  Tranflations  of  Sees  or  Divifions  of  them 

c  as  he  thought  fit.' 

The  Prelate  (/>)  remarks,  that  this  Preamble  and  moft 
material  Parts  were  drawn  by  the  King  himfelf  j  the 
firft  Draught  of  it,  of  his  own  Hand-Writing,  be- 
ing yet  extant  ;  and  in  the  fame  Paper  is  a  Lift  of 
the  Sees  which  he  intended  to  found.  But,  what 
was  done  was  fo  far  fhort  of  what  was  there  defigned, 
that  Burnet  can  afcribe  no  Reafon  for  it,  but  the 
declining  of  Cranmer'slntereft.  at  Court. 

Another  Ad  was  made,  *  For  fettling  the  Places 
4  of  the  Peers  in  Parliament ;'  a  Thing  which  had 
been  much  controverted  in  former  Reigns.  By 
which  Cromwell,  the  King's  Vicar- General,  tho'  a 
Lock  or  Black  Smith's  Son,  had  the  Precedence  of 
all  Perfons,  except  the  Royal  Family. 

Some  more  Acts  were  made,  for  the  Exchange  of 
Abbey- Lands  ;  whereby  it  appears,  as  Lord  Herbert 
obferves,  that  it  was  the  King's  Intention  to  unite 
all  thofe  Lands,  &c.  to  the  Crown. 

Nor,  was  the  Parliament  wholly  intent  on 
thefe  higher  Matters,  bur  lent  fome  of  their 
Thoughts  on  the  Prefervation  of  Fifh  and  Fowl. 
Two  Adts  were  made  for  that  Purpofe,  4  whereby 
4  it  was  made  Felony  to  fifh  with  Nets,  &c.  in  the 
4  Night,  or  to  break  any  Pond-Head,  in  order  to 
4  take  them  ;  and  three  Months  Imprifonment  for 
c  thofe  who  fifhed  in  the  Day-time  in  any  Man's 
4  Liberties  without  Leave.'  Alfo,  it  was  enacted, 
4  That  it  mould  be  Felony  to  take  in  the  King's 
4  Manors,  any  Egg  or  Bird  of  any  Falcon,  Gof- 
4  hawk  or  Laner,  out  of  the  Neft  ;  or  to  find  or 
4  take  up  any  Fakon,  J  er falcon,  Jerkin,  Sacer,  or 
4  Sacerite,    Gojbawke,  Laner,  or   Lanerite   of  the 


4  King's 


\f)  Burnet,  Vol,  I,  p,  a6a» 
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KingHenryVin.t  King's,  having  on  the  King's  Arms  and  Ver- 
'  viles,  and  do  not  bring  them  to  the  King's  Falco- 
'  ner  within  twelve  Days,  &t*  This  is  no  farther 
remarkable,  than  for  giving  the  different  Numes  and 
Species  of  thofe  Birds  of  Prey,  ufed  in  that,  truly- 
Royal,   Diverfion  of  Hawking,  in  thofe  Days. 

We  (hall  now  draw  to  a  Conclufion  of  this  Sef- 
lion ;  which,  tho'  not  long,  yet  there  was  multum 
in  parvo  Tempore,  done  in  it.  It  is  obfervable, 
that  no  Subfidies  were  either  demanded  or  granted  in 
this  or  fome  preceeding  Parliaments.  It  may  well 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  Spoil  of  the  tvlonafteries,  &c. 
had  fo  fufficiently  filled  the  King's  Coffers,  that  he 
had  no  Occafion  for  any  farther  Supply.  But  yet 
we  find,  in  thejournal  Book,  that  a  Motion  was  now 
made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  Lord  Treafur- 
er,  very  much  tending  that  Way.  We  are  there 
told,  That  on  the  20th  Day  of  May,  and,  only,  the 
i2thDayof  the  Seflion.  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  de- 
clared to  the  Houfe,    '  That  the  King  had  taken 

*  great  Pains,  and  been  at  vaft  Expence  in  the  Go- 

*  vernment  and    Reformation    of  this  Kingdom. 

*  Which  Labour  and  Charge  it  behoved  every 
4  Member  there  to  conflder  of,  and  to  allow  a  pro- 
'  per  Recompence.  And,  fince,  by  reafon  of  the 
'  Shortnefs  of  Time,  this  could  not  be  then  effected  ; 

*  his  Opinion  was,  that  one  of  the  Temporal  and 
c  one  of  the  Spiritual  Lords,  fhould  be,  by  general 
'  Confent,  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  Majefty,  and 
«  humbly  befeech  him  that  he  would  pleafeto  pro- 
'  rogue  this  Parliament,  and  not  diflolve  it ;  that, 
*  at  the  next  Seflion,  they  might  again  take  into 
c  Consideration  the  Expence  aforefaid. '  The  Lord 
Chancellor,  by  the  Ailent  of  all,  was  alone  deputed 
to  go  rothe  King  with  this  Mefi'age  ;  who  returned 
and  faid,  His  Majefty  would  be  at  the  Houfe  the 
next  Day,  in  order  to  grant  their  Requeft ;  which 
was  done  accordingly. 

June  the  2.8th,  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe,  in 
order  to  pafs  the  Bills,  and  to  put  an  End  to  this  Sef- 
fion  of  Parliament.  At  which  Time  Sir  Nicholas 
Hare,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  addrcfied 

his 
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his  Majefty  in  an  elegant  and  learned  Speech,  fays  KingHenryVin. 

our  Authority  ;  and,  finally,  humbly  befought  him, 

that  he  would  give  the  Royal  Aflent  to  the  Bills  that 

were  ready  for  that  Purpofe.     Which,  being  all  read 

and  aiTented  to,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Sir  Thomas 

Audley^  prorogued  the  Parliament,  from  that  Day,  to 

the  third  of  November  following. 

Mr.  Rapin  remarks,  *  That  never  did  Parliaments 
coincide  with  their  King's  Affe&ions  and  Inclinati- 
ons, fo  much  as  this  did.  For,  as  in  the  laft  Sef- 
iion,  they  gave  a  clear  Evidence  that  they  minded 
lefs  what  was  juft  and  equitable,  in  the  Ad  of  Suc- 
ceflion,  than  what  would  pleafe  the  King ;  fo,  in 
this,  they  were  notonlyinfatiable  in  approving  what- 
ever the  King  then  did,  but  whatever  he  might  do 
for  the  future.  The  Acl,  adds  our  Author*  that  the 
fame  Obedience  mould  be  paid  to  the  King's  Procla- 
mations, or  to  the  Orders  of  his  Council,  during  a 
Minority,  as  to  the  Afts  of  Parliament,  was  giving 
the  Sovereign,  almoft,  a  defpotic  Power.  It  was 
pretended,  that  Cafes  might  happen  when  the  King 
had  no  Time  to  call  a  Parliament ;  and  yet  it  was 
neceflary,  for  the  Good  of  the  Realm,  that  his  Or- 
ders mould  be  executed,  otherwife  there  might  be 
Danger  of  falling  into  great  Inconveniences.  Thus, 
to  avoid  a  poflible,  but  withal  an  uncommon  Incon- 
venience, another  much  more  considerable  was  run 
into.  For,  if  the  King's  Orders  were  to  be  obeyed 
without  Concurrence  of  Parliament,  he  had  no  Oc- 
cafion  to  call  one,  if  he  did  not  think  proper  to  do  it. 
It  is  true,  adds  our  Author,  there  were  fome  Limi- 
tations in  this  Act,  as,  That  no  Perfon  mould  be  de- 
prived of  Life  or  Eftate  by  virtue  of  the  King's  Pro- 
clamation, nor  any  Laws  or  Cuftom  broken  oriub- 
verted  thereby.  But,  thefe  ReftricHons  were  fo  am- 
biguouily  worded,  that  it  was  eafy  for  the  King  to 
evade  them.  And,  upon  this  Act  was  grounded 
the  great  Change  in  Religion,  which  happened  in 
the  Non-age  of  Us  Son  and  Succeflbr.' 

The  All  with  the  fix  Articles,  then  called  the 
La//)  with  fix  Stings \  being  now  publi(hed,it  caufcd 
much  Murmour  and  Apprehenfion  in  the  new  Re- 
formers; 
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KingHenryViil.  formers ;  and  yet  this  Law  was  not  ufed  with  much 
Rigour 'till  after  the  Death    of   Cromwell ;    tho'  it 
evidently  fhews  that  the  King  and  Parliament  had  a 
greater  Defire  to  engrofs  the  Riches  of  the  Church, 
than  to  fet  about  reforming  any  Errors,  or  Tenets, 
which  had  crept  into  the  Romifh  Religion.     Two 
Bifhops,  however,  out    of  the  whole  Bench,  had 
Conference  enough  to  refign  their  Bifhopricks  rather 
than  conform  to  the  Articles.     Thefe  were  Latimer^ 
TV©  Biftops  re-  Bifhop  of  Worcejler,  and  Shaxton,  Bifhop- of  Salisbu- 
fign  rather  than  ^     w|j0  £,„  ^    Means,  fhewed  themfelves  as  COn- 
conform  to    the/.*      .       '     {  _,    ,.   .     *  „.      _.,  „-  -. 

fix  Articles,  icientious,  about  Religion,  as  hir  Thomas  More  and 
Bifhop  Fijher  had  been  fcrupulous  about  the  Suprema- 
cy- 

-.       .      ,.         Kin2  Henry  had  been  made  once  more  a  Widow - 

Qoeen  Jane  dies,  .<»         ■,     tt  \       r       t>  >  •       ,      r-»      » 

and  Henry  mar-  er»  without  the  Help  of  an  .Lxecutjoner,  by  the  Death 
ries  the  Lady  of  Queen  'Jane ;  who,  after  being  delivered  of  a 
AnnofCJeve.  Son,  called  Edward,  O if ober  12th  1537,  diedj  in 
Child- Bed,  and  was  buried  at  Wind/or.  Henry,  was 
now  in  no  Hafte  to  marry  again,  but  continued  in  a 
State  of  Widowhood  more  than  two  Years ;  and  his 
Age  and  Corpulency  might  well  have  fecured  him 
from  any  Attempts  of  that  Kind  for  the  future. 
But,  a  foreign  Match  being  propofed  to  him,  with 
the  Lady  Ann  of  Cleve,  Sifter  to  John  the  Duke  of 
that  Name  ;  Policy,  and  his  own  Intereft  abroad, 
drew  him  in  to  accept  of  it.  But,  diiliking  this  La- 
dy, on  her  Landing,  tho*  Henry  forced  himfelf  to 
marry  her,  yet  he  would  never  confummate  with 
her ,  and  fought  all  Means  poffible  for  another  Di- 
vorce, 

Thomas  Lord  Cromwell,  the  Prime  Minifter,  firft 
fell  into  Difgrace  about  this  Match;  having  been  the 
principal  Perfon  who  advifed  the  King  to  it.  For, 
tho'  he  was  now  raifed  to  the  Height  of  his  Honour 
and  Power,  having  been  created  Earl  of  EJfex,  and 
made  Lord  Great  Chamberlain  to  the  King ;  yet,  he 
wasfoon  after  caftdown  from  this  Pinacle of  Glory, 
being  arretted  at  the  Council-Table,  by  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk*  when  he  leaft  fufpected  it,  and  lent  Prifoner 
to  the  Tower. 

But, 
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But,  before  this  happened,  the  Parliament  met  a-  °  enry 
gain  at  the  Time  appointed  by  the  Prorogation  ;  by 
a  Commiffion  under  the  Broad  Seal,  dire&ed  to 
Thomas  Lord  AudUy  oiWalden,  Lord  High  Chancel- 
lor of  England,  Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk  Lord  Trea- 
surer, Charles  Duke  of  Suffolk  Lord  Prefident  of  the 
Council,  and  to  his  faithful  Counfellor  Thomas  Lord 
Cromwell,  Lord-Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  j  alfo,  to 
John  Earl  of  Oxford,  Great  Chamberlain,  and  Willi- 
am Earl  of  Southampton,  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
England;  they  were  impowered  to  prorogue  the 
prefent  Parliament,  from  the  aforefaid  third  Day  of 
November,  in  the  31ft  Year  of  this  King,  to  the  14th 
Day  of  January  next  following.  The  Commiffion 
is,  at  large,  in  the  Journals ;  but  it  is  no  farther  ne- 
ceffary  here.  For,  on  the  faid  14th  of  January,  by 
another  Commiffion,  directed  as  above,  except  that, 
Robert  Earl  of  Suffix,  Edward  Earl  of  Hertford, 
with  Cuthbert  Bifhop  of  Durham,  are  added  j  the 
Parliament  was  again  prorogued  to  the  12th  Day  of 
April  next  enfuing. 

At  which  Time,  being  once  more  ailembled  in 
the  Place  called  the  Parliament-Chamber,  in  the  old  Anno  Regni  31 
Palace  at  Wejlminjler,  the  Spiritual  and  Temporal  *54*« 
Lords  all  prefent,  except  the  Abbots,  Cromwell 'being 
the  firft  in  the  Lift  under  thefe  Titles  ; 

Thomas  Dominus  Cromwell,  Eques  Sacri  Ordinis  Cromweu      d 

Garteri,  Cuflos  privati  Sigilli  Domini  Regis,  ac  fua.  theKing'sVicar- 

Maje/latis  Vicegerens^  [Vicar  General,]  et  Officialis  General,  and 

principalis  adCaufas  Ecclefiaflicas ;  IfV^l  ""? 

/t-m      x        1  i-t-    i    /-m  11  .    ,      o   ~~  the  Blood  Royal. 

The  Lord  High  Chancellor  opened  the  Seffion  in 
a  Speech  of  fome  Length,  but  which  the  Journalifl 
gives  to  this  Effect  : 

*  By  the   Command  of   the  King's  Majefty  this 

*  Parliament  was  firft  fummoned,  begun  and  pro- 
'  rogued ;    as  well      for  the  Piety  and   Reverence 

*  which  he  bears  to  the  Glory  of  Almighty  God, 
c  as  for  the  Zeal  and  paternal  Affection  he  has  to  the 
4  Lords  his  Afliftants  in  Government,  and  the  whole 

*  Body  of  the  Englijh  Nation,  his  moft  dear,  faithful 

*  and  true  Subjedts  ;  that  at  length,  by  thefe  Parlia- 

*  mentary  Councils,  that  Thing  may  be  effected, 

*  which 
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KingHenryViii. '  which  is  moft  conducive  to  the  Glory  of  God,  the 
'  Security  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  greateft  Benefit 
'  to  the  Commonwealth.  Therefore,  his  Majefty, 
'  pow,  as  before,  admonifhes,  exhorts,  demands, 
'  imd,  by  his  Royal  Authority,  commands  the  Lords, 
'  both  Spirirual  and  Temporal,  that    they  would 

*  freely,  openly  and  ingenuoufly  declare  their  Minds, 
'  on  thofe  Things,  which  may  feem  to  tend  thereto ; 

*  and,  by  their  free  Suffrages,  give  a  Sanction  to  them. 
'  And,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  would  take  care 
'  to  abrogate  and  take  away  all  pernicious  and  adverfe 
'  Errors,  that  Concord,  Harmony  and  Profperity 
'  may  flourifh,  and  that  a  perfect  Union  may  bee- 
«  ftablifhed.  Conjuring  them,  that  they  would  not 
'  be  negligent  in  thefe  Matters,  by  the  Duty  and 
'  Reverence  they  ov/ed  to  Almighty  God,  Refped 

*  to  their  King,  and  Piety  to  their  Country  and  the 

*  Commonwealth.' 

After  the   Chancellor  had  ended  bis  Harangue, 

with  thePraifes  and  Approbation,  as  the  Journal  ex- 

prefTes  it,  of  all  the  Peers;  Thomas  Lord  Cromwell, 

Knight  of  the  Garter,  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  this 

Purpofe  : 

He  ro  ofa  two     '  **e  ^r^  t00^  Notice  °^  tne  Concord  which  the 

Commirtees  for4  Chancellor  had,    particularly,    advifed    amongft 

fettling  Matters «  them  ;    than  which,  nothing  could   be  a  greater 

of  Religion.      «  Bond  for  the  Safety  of  lhe  King's  Majefty  and  the 

'  Commonwealth.     Since  nothing  could  be  more 

*  wifhed  for,  than  that  a  perfect  Harmony  and  mu- 

*  tual  Confent  mould  always  fubfifl  between  the 

*  Head  and  Members  of  this  national  Body.     That 

*  his  Majefty  loved  Concord  as  much  as  he  hated  the 

*  contrary  Vice  ;  but  he  knew  very  well  that  there 

*  were  not  wanting  many  Tares  which  grew  up 
'  in  his  Field  amongft  the  Corn ;  which,  by  the 
'  Boldnefs  and  Bitternefs  of  fome,   the  inveterate 

*  and  corrupt  fuperftitious  Tenacity  of  Opinions  in 
'  others,  excited  many  Contentions  and  Quarrels 
«  amongft  thofe,  which  would   otherwife  be  pious 

*  Chrijlians.     Some  call  the  others   Papi/ls,  whilft 

*  thofe,  again,  term  them  Hereticks  ;  both  wicked 
'  in  their  Kinds,  and  not  to  be  endured  j  and  the  lefs; 

*  fo, 
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fo,  by  reafon  of  the  Holy  Word  of  God,  which  his  K;ngHenryViii. 

moft  Serene  Highnefs,   out   of  his  Benignity,  had 

fuffered  to  be  publifhed  in  Books,  for  the  Safety  and 

Comfort  of  his  People  ;   that    they    might  read, 

in  their  native  Language,  how  much  that  moft 

holy  Gift  of  God  had  been  miferably  abufed  and 

perverted.     Thus,  while  fome  follow  Herefiesand 

others  Superftitions,  I  call  it,  adds  he,  a  Confufion 

of  Things,  which  proceeds  from    wicked  Minds. 

Our  moft  illuftrious  Monarch,  who,  as  much  as  t 

in  him  lies,  neither  favours  one  nor  the  other  Side, 

but  profeffes  himfelf  a  moft  iincere  Chrijiian,  as  a 

moft  Chrijiian  Prince  ought  to  be,  neither  wavers 

to  the  Right  nor   Left ;  but  preferring  himfelf  a 

1  direct  Line,  guides  and  directs  his  Steps  and  J  udg- 

E  ment  by  the  pure  Word  of  God  and  an  Evange- 

1  liftical  Sincerity. 

'  That,  therefore,  all  Errors  may  be  rooted  out 
1  to  make  Room  for  the  true  Religion,  his  Majefty 
c  makes  it  all  his  ferious  Care  and  Endeavour ;  and, 
1  in  this  principally,  that  all  well-polifhed  fet  Forms 
1  of  the    holy  Gofpel's  true  Doctrine  may  be  eita- 

*  blifhed.  Secondly,  That  all  pious  Ceremonies  and 
c  Cuftoms  may  beieperated  from  the  wicked  ;  their 
4  real  Ufes  taught  and  inculcated,  and  their  Abufes 
'  rectified.     And   that   Things  may,   at  length,  go 

*  well,  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifhnd,  efpecially 
1  Englifhmen^  mould  be  admoniftied  againft  Books 
1  which  treat  of  impious  and  irreverent  Subjects,  by 

*  a  wicked  Perverfion  and  audacious  Interpretation  of 

*  facred  Writ.    Heavy  Pains  and  Penalties  fhould  be 

*  laid  upon  thofe,  who  offend  in  thefe  Things,  out 
'  of  Malice;  that  others  may  take  Example   f-om 

*  thence,  and  not  run  headlong  to  their  ownDeftruc- 

*  tion  ;  and  be  punimed  by  Laws  worthy  of  the 
'  Lawgivers. 

■  And,  that  Chriji,  the  Word  nfChri/l  and  Truth, 

*  may  conquer  all  Errors,  in  the  true  Expofition 
'  and  fetting  forth  of  the  Uo  pel,  his  Majelty  hath 
'  chofen  certain  Bifhops  and  Doctors,  that  will,  fin- 
'  cerely  inform  us  what  belongs  to  the  Inftirution 

*  of  a  Chrijiian  Man.     Thefe,  the  Orator,  reckon- 

*  ed 
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KingHenryViu.  <  ec|  up  by  Name  ;  viz.  the  Archbifhops  ofCanter- 

1  bury  and   York,    the  Bifliops  of  London,  Durham, 

«  Wmchefer,  Rochefler,  Hereford,   and  5/.  Davids ; 

'  the  Doctors  Thurlby,  Robin/on,  Cox,  Wilfon, 
'  -D^y  Almoner  to  the  Queen,  Oglethorp,  Redman, 

*  Edgeiuorth,iCrayfordi  Symonds,  Robins,  and  Doc- 
'  tor  Trefham,  who  were  all  to  treat  of  the  true 
«  Doctrine  of  Chrift.  Other  Bifliops  the  King 
'  had  chofen  to  expound  the  Difference  and 
'  Reafonablenefs  of  Ceremonies ;  viz.  the  Bifliops 

*  of  Bath,  Ely,  Salisbury,  Cbichefter,  Worcejler,  and 
'  Landaff,  and  to  thefe,  faid  he,  the  Bufinefs  of  exa- 

*  mining  into  Rites  and  Ceremonies  was  commit- 
e  ted.  Nor  would  there  be  wanting,  to  the  Aflift- 
'  anceofboth  thefe  Commitees,  his  Majefty's  own 
'  Suffrage,  fincere  and  exact  Judgment,  to  crown 
'  the  whole.-    Laftly,  That  his  Majefty's  Authority 

*  might  not  be  defpifed  or  made  a  Jell  on,  all  the 

*  King's  Judges  and  Commifiaries,  who  had  oflen- 

*  ded  againft  the  known  Laws  of  the  Land,  were  to 
''be  puniflied,  at  the  Difcretion  of  thefe  Delegates, 

*  by  the  Statutes  in  Force.' 

We  are  told  by  the  Journalijl,  That  great  Praifes 
and  Commendations  were  alfo  beftowed  on  the 
King's  Vic3r -General,  by  the  Lords,  for  his  elo- 
quent Speech,  and  the  handfom  Manner  he  deli- 
vered his  Majefty's  Mind  to  them  ;  by  which  he 
feemed  worthy  of  being  appointed  Vicar-General  of 
the  Univcrfe.  And  that  they  might,  as  far  as  in 
them  laid,  promote  this  holy  and  pious  Study  and 
Defign,  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  io  fet  afide  every 
Monday,  Wednefday  and  Friaay,  from  all  other  Bu- 
iinefs,  to  attend  to  it.  And  every  Afternoon  of  the 
Week  fhould  be  for  the  fameUfe  ;  praying  to  God 
that  he  would  profper  a  Work,  fo  well  begun,  as  this 
feemed  to  be. 

a  Subfid  M°y  the  ^th» a  ^'^  *°ra  Subfidy  of  one  Fifteenth 

granted.  7  ar)d  a  Tenth,  was  brought  inro  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
and  read  the  firft  Time.  There  were  alfo  the  ufual 
Taxations,  on  Denizens  and  Aliens,  added  to  it. 
The  Clergy,  alfo,  gave  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  ; 
which  exorbitant  Demand,  fays  Lord  Herbert,  was 

foklr 
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folely  laid  upon  Cromwell,  as  the  Occafion,  which  KingHenryVin. 
gained  him  an  univcrful  Hatred  amongft  the  People, 
and  was  one  Reafon  of  his  fudden  Fall  after  it. 

Bifhop  Burnet  (q)  writes  that  this  Supply  from  the 
Clergy,  was  given  as  an  Acknowledgement  of  the 
great  Liberty  they  enjoyed  by  being  delivered  from 
the  Ufurpations  of  the  Bifhops  of  Rome  ;  and  in  Re- 
com  pence  of  the  great  Charges  the  King  had  been  at, 
and  was  ftill  to  be  at,  in  building  Havens,  Bulwarks 
and  other  Forts  for  the  Defence  of  his  Coafts,  and 
the  Security  of  his  Subjecls.  As  to  the  Subfidy 
granted  by  the  Laity,  the  fame  Hiftorian  allures  us, 
but  from  what  Authority  we  know  not,  that  it  was 
demanded  as  a  Gift  on  the  King's  intended  Marriage; 
which  he  was  forced  to  ask  of  the  Parliament,  be- 
caufe  he  had  husbanded  the  Money  fo  ill  which 
came  by  the  Sale  of  Abby-Lands.  That  this  was 
obtained  with  great  Difficulty  ;  for,  it  was  faid,  that 
if  the  King  was  already  in  Want,  after  fo  vaft  an  In- 
come, efpecially,  being  engaged  in  no  War,  there 
would  be  no  End  of  his  Neceflities  ;  nor  were  they 
able  to  fupply  them.  To  this  it  was  anfvvered,  that 
the  King  had  laid  out  vaft  Sums  in  fortifying  the 
Sea-Coafts ;  and  tho'  he  was  then  in  no  viiible  War, 
yet  the  Charge  he  was  at  in  keeping  up  the  War  be- 
yond Sea,  was  equal  to  the  Expence  of  one  ;  and 
much  more  to  the  Advantage  of  his  People,  who 
were  kept  at  Home  in  Peace  and  Plenty.  The  Pre- 
late informs  us,  that  thefe  Arguments  obtained  a 
Grant  of  a  Tenth  and  four  Fifteenth  ;  tho'  this  laft 
is  exprefsly  againft  the  Au'hority  of  the  Journal, 
which  only  mentions  one  Fifteenth,  as  before  ob- 
ferv'd. 

The  fame  Day  a  Bill  was  returned    from  the  The  Order  of  St. 
Houfe  of  Commons,   with  one  Provifion  by  them  Jolin  of  Jerura- 
annexed,  for  putting  into  the  King's  Hands  all  thekm  t{iwh'd' 
Lands  and    PorTeflions  belonging  to    the   Knights 
of  St.  John    of  Jerufalem,   which  was    read  and 
palled.     The  noble  Hiftorian  of  this  Reign  fays,  that 
thefe  Reafons  were  alfigned  for  bringing  in  this  Bill ; 
Vol.  III.  L  '  becaufe 

.     (q)   Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  Vol.  I.     Pag.  2*3,  184. 
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KtegHeory VIIL '  Decaufe  tne  Knights  of  Rhodes,  or  St.  John,  other- 
'  wife  called  the  Friers  of  the  Religion  of  St.  John, 

*  drew  yearly  great  Sums  of  Money  out  of  the 
4  Kingdom  ;  that  they  maintained  the  ufurped  Pow- 

*  er   of  the  Church  of  Rome  \  that  they  defamed 

*  and  ilandered  the  King  and  his  Subjects ;  that  the 
'  Ifle  of  Rhodes,  whence  the  faid  Religion  took  its 
'  Name,  was  then  furprifed  by  the  'Turks ;  and,  laft- 

*  ly,  that  the  Revenues  might  be  better  employed 

*  for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm.'  Thus,  adds  our 
Authority,  fell  that  ancient  and  pious  Order ;  not 
without  much  Scandal,  abroad,  both  to  the  King 
and  Government.  The  Grand  Prior,  who  had  a 
principal  Place  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  with  fome  o- 
thers  of  the  Order,  who  were  conformable  to  this 
Reduction,  had  Penfions  allowed  them  for  Life. 

May  nth,  after  the  Reading  of  fix  private  Bills 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  Lords  ftill 
fitting,  Sir  Nicholas  Hare,  the  Speaker  of  that  Houfe, 
with  the  Members,  came  up  ;  to  whom  the  Charcel  - 
lor  declared  the  King's  Mind  to  this  Effect ;  '  That 

*  fince  the  Feaft  of  Pentecoft  was  now  approaching, 

*  and  it  was  not  poiTible  to  put  an  End  to  this  Par- 
'  liament  before  that  Time  ;  and  tho'  the  King  un- 
'  derftood  that  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Bufinefs, 
'  which  concerned  his  Majefty,  had  been  expedited, 

*  particularly  the  Sublidy,  for  which  he  returned 
'  them  Thanks:  Yet,  his  Majefty  reflecting  that 
1  this  Parliament  was  firft  called  for  the  Eftablifh- 

*  ment  of  the  publick  Good  of  this  Kingdom,  anda 

*  true  Concord  in  the  Chriftian  Religion  ;  and, 
'  fince  that  great  Work  cannot  be  fo  foon  perfected, 
'  which  not  only  concerns  this  Kingdom  of  England* 

*  but  alio  other  Nations  and  the  whole  Chrijiian 
'  Church,  who  have  their  Eyes  and  Minds  fet  upon 
'  their  Proceedings  :  Therefore,  his  Majefty  judges 
'  it  highly  necefiary   that  ihefe  Matters  fhould  be 

*  more  maturely  treated  and  difcuffed  by  himfelf, 

*  the  Bifhops  and  Clergy  ;  for  which,  and  feveralo- 
'  ther  Caufes,  the  King  thought  fit,  by  his  Letters 
'  Patent,    to  prorogue  this  Parliament,  from  that 

*  Day,   to  the   25  th  Day  of  May,  next  following; 

'  exhort- 


Of  ENGLAND.         163 

exhorting  all  and  lingular  Members  of  borhHoufes  King  Henry  vin. 

to  give  their  Attendance  at  the  Time  aforefaid.' 
Next  follows  in  the  Journal,  a  Copy  of  the  King's 
Letters  Patents  fcr  this  Prorogation,  which  is  unnecef- 
fary  here. 

On  the  25th  of  May,  the  Parliament  being  again  a  jointure  for 
afTembled,'the  firft  Thing  that  was  read  in  the  Houfe  Queen  Ann  of 
of  Peers  was,  a  Bill  to  aflign  a  Jointure  on  the  King's clevc' 
Marriage  with  the  Lady  Ann  of  Cleve,  now  called 
Queen  of  England.    This  Lady  has  been  mentioned 
before ;  the  King,  during  the  lair  Prorogation,  hav- 
ing forced   himfelf  to  marry  her  ;    but,  in  a  very 
fhort  Time  we  {hall  find,  that  this  very  Parliament, 
which  now  fettled  a    Jointure,  was,  equally,  con- 
cerned in  a  Divorce. 

June  10,  There  is  an  Entry  made  in  the  Journal 
Book,  that  on  that  Day,  about  three  o'Clock  in  the 
Afternoon,  Thomas  Lord   Ciomwell,  Earl  of  E/fex, 
and  the  King's  Vicar-General,  was  attached  of  High 
Treafon,  in  the  Council- Chamber  at    Wejlminjltr  ; 
and,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  other  Lords  there  Tn°rnas    Lord 
prefent,    committed  Piifcner  to  the  Tower.    And, SjJJJ"11'/'- 
the   17th  of  the  fame  Month,  a  Bill  of  Attaindurecuted  foreign" 
was  brought  into  the  Houfe  and  read  againfthim  ;  Treafon. 
which  pafled  both  Houfes,  on  the  zc>tb,  Nemlne  con- 
tiadicente  (r). 

Thus,  this  Man,  who  had,  from  a  very  low  Be- 
ginning, mounted  to  the  Summit  of  Glory,  was  on 
a  Sudden  caft  down  ;  and  is  another  terrible  Inftance, 
along  with  Cardinal  Wolfey,  how  flippery  the  Foot- 
ing is  of  thofe  who  depend  on  the  Smiles  of  Princes. 
He  was  condemn'd  unheard,  and  executed,  on  Tow- 
er-Hill, the  28th  Day  of  July,  four  Days  after  the 
Diflblution  of  this  Parliament  (s). 

L  2  Mr. 

(r)  -See  the  Preamble  to  this  Aft  of  Attundure,  where  all  his 
-rimes  were  fummed  up  together,  in  Burnet's  Reformation,  Vol,  I, 
*ag.  278.  The  Chief  of  which,  were,  for  favouring  and  maintaining 
Translation  of  Heretical  Books  into  Englifa  ;  and  tor  countenancing 
nd  fupporting  Heretical  Teachers  5  for  being  an  Heretick.  himfeli, 
nd  for  having  fpoken  bold  Words  for  the  Upholding  his  faid  Re- 
gion, viz.  That  the  King  himfelf Jhould  tot  change  it  if  be  ivo:/U,  Sec. 
-  (')  With  Cromwell  was  beheaded  Walter  Lord  Uungerford  of  Hey 

taburj 
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KingHenryVJii.  Mr.  Foxe,  the  Martyrologift,  breaks  out  into 
High  Invectives  againft  this  Proceeding  ;  and  does 
not  flick  to  tax  Parliaments  themfelves  with  very 
fcandalous  temporizing  Meafures.  In  the  Courfe  of 
his  Hiftory,  he  has  beftowed  many  fevere  Cenfures 
on  thofe  of  our  Kings  who  any  Ways  perfecuted 
Lollards  or  Hereticks  ;  but  here,  out  of  Regard  to 
the  Memory  of  his  Martyr  Cromwell,  he  has  taken 
Pains  to  mew,  by  feveral  Inftances,  drawn  from  his 
own  Work,  how  fervile  Parliaments  have  been  to 
the  capricious  Humours  of  their  Princes.  We  are 
perfuaded  that  his  own  Words  will  be  no  difagree- 
able  Entertainment  to  the  Reader  (r). 

'   Such    malicious  Makebates  about  Princes  and 

*  Parliaments  never  lacked  in  Commonweals.     By 

*  fuch  King  Ethel/lane  was  incenfed  to  kill  his  Bro- 
'  ther  Edwine.  So  was  King  Edward  the  2d  de- 
'  poied.  So  likewife  when  King  Richard  the  2d 
c  was  once  brought  into  the  Tower,  what  Crimes 
'  and  Accufations  were  laid  againft  him  in  Parlia- 

*  ment.     So  was  Humphry,  the  good  Duke  oiGto- 

*  cejler,  the  King's  Uncle,  by  Henry  Be  ay  ford,  Bi- 

*  fhop  of  Winchejler,  and  others,  in  the  Parliament 

*  holden  at    Bury,  arretted  as  a  Traitor  and  falfly 

*  made  away.  What  great  Treafon  was  in  the 
'  Words  of  him,  who  dwelling  in  Cheapfide,  at  the 

*  Sign  of  the  Crown,  laid  merrily  to  his  Son,  that  if 
'  he  lived,  he  would  make  him  Heir  to  the  Crown  ; 
c  and  yet  was  he  therefore  attainted  and  judged  for  a 

*  Traitor.     In  the  Time  of  King  Henry  ihe  8th, 

*  how  was  that  Parliament  incenled,  wherein  both 
'  Queen  Ann  was  falfly  condemned,  and  Queen  E- 
c  lizabeth  difinherited.  To  omit  the  Attainder  of  the 
'  Duke  of  Buckingham,  wrought  by  the  Cardinal  of 
'  York  ;  of  the  Lord  Cobham  likewife  zvA^w  Roger 

*  Afton.  If  the  Caufe  of  Henry,  late  Earl  of  Surrey, 
1  was  well  tried  out,  peradvenrure  no  iuch  heinous 
K  Purpofe  of  Treafon  fhould  be  found  therein  a?  was 

4  then 

teshuryfot  Buggery,  and  William  Bold,  Clerk,  his  Chaplain,  who  were 
both  attainted  in  this  Patl.ament  j  but  treafonable  Words,  <Joj:juiatiooj 
(&c.  were  al.'o  hid  to  their  Charge.     Burnei  361. 

(r;    1'qx.z' s  Afisar; J  Monuments,  Vol.  II.   Pag.  loZ$* 
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c  then  made.     Who  incenfed  the  late  Duke  of  &?- KingHenryVnt. 
'  merfet  to  behead  his  own  Brother,  but  fuch  Make- 
'  bates  as  thefe?  and  afterwards  when  the  laid  Duke 
'  himfelf  was  attainted  for  a  Traitor,  and  condemn- 

*  ed  for  a  Felon,  a  Briber  and  an  Extortioner,  how 
;  was  the  Parliament  then  incenfed  ?     Adam  Dam- 

*  Up  received  of  Cardinal  Pool,  at  Rome,  by  Way  of 

*  Alms,  but  a  filly  Crown; and  therefore,  by  means 

*  of  Stephen  Gardiner,  was  attainted  for  a  Traitor. 
'  Nor  that  I  here  fpeak  or  mean  any  Thine,  adds  our 

*  Author,  againft  the  High  Court  of  Parliament  of 

*  this  Realm,  &c.'  And  fo  he  goes  on,  daubing  o- 
ver  the  Chafms  he  has  here  made  in  thisgrear  Branch 
of  oux  Englifh  Legiflature,  for  half  a  Folio- Page  to- 
gether.    But  to  proceed  with  our  own  Hiftory, 

On  the  6th  Day  of  July,  after  the  reft  of  the  Bu- 
fmefswas  done  in  the  Houfe,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Dukes  of  Ncfolk 
and  Suffolk,  the  Earl  of  Southampton  and  the  Biihop 
of  Durham,  partly,  by  the  Mou-.h  of  the  Chancel- 
lor, and,  partly,  by  their  own,  fpoke  to  the  reft  of 
the  Peers,  to  this  Effect: : 

'  That  they  very  well  knew  what  bloody  and 
'  cruel   Slaughter  had  formerly  been  afted  in  this 

*  Kingdom,  by  reafon  of  various  Contentions  oc- 
'  cafioned  by  dubious  Titles  to  the  Succeflion  of  this 

*  Crown.  And,  fince,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  all 
'  thefe    Controverfies  were    ceafed,  and  all    thofe 

*  Titles  were  united,  by  the  divine  Benevolence, 

*  in  the  fingle  Perfon  of  his  moil  ferene  Majefty  ;  fo 
4  that  no  Occafion  ofDifcord  could  arife,  unlefs  this 

*  mould  happen,  That  their  only  Hope,  the  noble 
'  Prince  Edward,  undoubted  Heir  to  his  Father's 
s  Kingdoms,  mould  be  taken  from  them,  by  fome 

*  finifter  Accident.  In  that  Cafe,  which  God  avert, 
'  it  is  neceflary  for  the  general  Safety,  that  fome  o- 
«  ther  future  Heir,  by  the  divine  Goodnefs,  may  be 
«  born  to  them,  in  true  and  lawful  Wedlock.  And, 
4  fince  this  is  very  doubtful  by  the  late-contracted 

*  Marriage  of  his  Majefty  and  the  mod  noble  Lady 

*  Ann   of  Clcve  ;     becaufe  of  fome  Impediments, 

*  which,  upon  Enquiry,  may  arife  to  make  the  Va- 

L  3  '  lidity 


The  Pailiament 
pro  pole  to  the 
King  an  Inquiry 
into  the  Validity 
of  his  laft  Marri- 
age. 
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KingHenryViii. c  lidity  of  that  Marriage  dubious.  Alfo,  for  the 
Quietnefs  and  Concord  of  the  whole  Common- 
wealth, in  fucceeding  Times,  that  nothing  of  this 
Kind  fhould  fpring  up  to  difturb  it,  it  was  their  fe- 
rious  Advice  to  their  Lordfhips  to  take  it  into  the 
Confederation  of  the  whole  Houfe ;  and  that  a 
Matter  of  fuch  high  Concern,  to  every  Degree  of 
Men  in  the  Kingdom,  might  be  properly  confider- 
ed,  it  was  neceftary  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
mould  be  alfo  confulted  about  it.  That,  after- 
wards a  Committee  cf  both  Houfes  fhould  be  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  his  Majefty,  humbly  open, 
ing  to  him,  as  far  as  Decency  would  admit  of, 
their  Doubts  and  Scruples  in  this  Matter,  and 
humbly  intreating  that  he  would  pleaie  to  acquaint 
them  whether  the  aforefaid  Marriage  was  valid  or 
not.  And,  that  his  Majefty  would  permit  the 
Judgment  and  Decifion  of  this  Queftion  to  belaid 
before  the  Archbifhops,Biihops,Deans,Archdeacons 
and  the  whole  Clergy  of  England^  now  afiembled 
in  Convocation.' 

The  whole  Houfe  of  Peers  came  to  an  unanimous 
"  Refolution,  on  the  Chancellor's  Motion,  to  fend 
fome  of  their  Members  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
to  acquaint  them  with  the  Particulars  of  it.  And, 
to  delire  that,  after  due  Deliberation  had  thereon, 
they  would  fend  back  fix  of  their  Body  to  inform 
their  Lordfh'ps  of  the  Refult  of  their  Confutati- 
on. The  Commons  fcnt  Sir  Thomas  Cheney  Knight, 
Treafurer  of  the  King's  Houfhold,  and  Sir  William 
Kngfton,  Comptroller,  with  others,  to  the  Number 
of  Twenty,  as  a  Committee  of  their  Houfe,  to  go 
along  with  the  Lords,  without  Delay,  to  wait  upon 
his  Majefty  with  the  aforefaid  humble  Supplication. 
All  the  Temporal  Lords  and  this  Committee,  accor- 
dingly, waited  on  the  King,  when  the  Chancellor 
opened  the  Caufe  of  their  coming  ;  by,  firft,  return- 
ing his  Majefty  their  hearty  Thanks  for  all  his  Kind- 
neflesand  Indulgences  to  them,  particularly,  for  the 
late  Act  of  Grace.  And,  then  told  him,  that  they 
hid  aflutter  of  great  Moment  to  communicate,  it 
bis  Majefty    would   give  them  Leave,  and  pardon 

their 
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their  Prefumption.     The  King  anfwered,    *  That  KjngHenryVJir. 
1  he  could  never  expert  that  any  Thing  would  come 

*  from  them  that  was  either  evil,  difhoneft  or  un- 

*  reafonable,  and   therefore   bad   them  fpeak  their 

*  Minds,  freely,  to  him.*  And,  after  the  Chan- 
cellor had  delivered  the  aforefaid  Addrefs,  his  M  je- 
tty,   again,  replied,    c  That,  indeed,  their  Meffage 

*  was  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  he  could  neither  deny 
4  nor  grant  their  Requeft  ;  but  that,  however,    he 

*  would  refer  the  Difquifition  of  this  important 
4  Queftion  to  the  Judgment  and  Determination  of 

*  the  Clergy,  in  the  Convocation  of  both  Provinces. 
4  In  which  Order,  he  believed,  there  were  as  many 
4  grave,  learned,  honeit  and  pious  Men,  as  could  any 
4  where  be  found,  who  would  not  fay  a  Thing  which 

«  was  not  juft  and  right  ;    and  to  thefe  he  would  JJic*  aJ2J£ 
4  commit  the  Affair,  for  their  Examinations ;'    and  vocation, 
ordered  his  Letters  Patents  to  be  made  out  accor- 
dingly. + 

This  Bufinefs  was  very   foon  concluded  ;  for  we 
are  told  by  the  Journal,    that   on  the  loth  Day  of 
June,  the  two  Archbifhops  and   the  reft  of  the  Bi- 
fhops  declared  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  they  had 
examined  into  the  Affair  of  the  Marriage,  by  virtue 
of  the  King's  Commiflion  directed  to  them,  and,  that, 
both  by  divine  and  human  Law,   they  had  found  it 
invalid.     Which  Sentence  they  produced  under  the 
Hands  and  Seals  of  them  all  ;    and  which  being  pub- 
hckly  read  and  approved  on,  two  of  that  reverend 
Body  were  afligned  to  carry  it  down  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  for  their  Approbation.     And,   in  confe-  in  c«nfequenc« 
quence  thereof,  a  Bill  was  brought  in  the  very  next  whereof,  he  is 
Day,  concerning  the  Invalidity  of  the  Marriage  be-  dlvorced » 
tween   the  King's  Majefty  and  Lady  Ann  of  Clevey 
which  palled  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  Day  after ;  and 
in  a  few  Days  more  was  expedited  thro'  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.       And  Henry,  who  had  always  another 
Wife  ready,  on  the  Death  or  Divorce  of  a  former, 
was  publickly  married  to  the  Lady   Katharine  Ho-  JJ  £Xrine° 
ivar-d,  Neice  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.     Thus,  fays  Howard. 
Lord  Herbert,  a  Law  was  pafi'ed,  declaring  the  Mar- 
riage void,  on  the  Sentence  of  the  Clergy  of  England, 

and 
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KingHcnrvVili. anc*  the  Lady's  forc'd  Confent  ;  making  it  High 
Treafon  for  any  one  to  judge  or  believe  otherwife  (u). 
Mr.  Rapin,  after  producing  Arguments  to  inva- 
lidate the  feveral  Reafons  which  Henry  gave  for  this 
iecond  Divorce,  concludes  with  this  Reflection  (x). 
He  fays,   *  That  the  King   muft  have  had  a  very 

*  ill  Opinion  both  of  the  Convocation,  the  Par- 
4  liament,  and  the  Publick,  to  alledge  fuch  extraor- 

*  dinary  Caufes  for  this  Divorce.     But,  the  Clergy 

*  thought  thofe  Reafons  folid,  and  nailed  a  Sentence 
'  of  Divorce  upon  them  ;  and  the  Parliament  wasfo 
«  abjed,as  to  proftitute  themfelves  to  the  King's  Paf- 
4  fion,  and  confirm  the  Sentence  ;  not  one  fingle 

*  Vote  being againft  it':  Somuch  did  every  one  dread 
6  the  King's  Difpleafure.'  He  adds,  '  This  is  a  re- 
'  markable  Evidence  of  what  I  have  often  intimat- 

*  ed,  that  in  every   Thing   tranfaded  in  England, 

*  during  the  latter  Part  of  Henry  Vlllth's  Reign,  the 
e  Clergy  and  Parliaments  ought  to  be  conlidered, 
e  only,  as  the  King's  Inftruments  to  gratify  his  Paf- 
'  fions.  To  him  was  due  the  Praife  of  whatever 
1  was  good  and  ufeful  ;  and,  he  it  is  that  ought  to  be 
'  blamed  for   whatever    was  done   amifs.       Mean 

*  while,  the  Parliament  and  Clergy  are  inexcufable, 

*  for  not  having  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  Caui'e 
'  of  Truth  and  Juftice,  when  they  believed  them 

*  to  be  opprefled.' 

The  reft  of  the  Ads  thought  proper  to  be  taken 
Notice    of,  by  the   noble  Hiftorian,    are    thefe  ; 

*  Another  Act  alfo  was  made,  (hewing,  What 
Marriages  were  lawful,  and  whatnot.  Wherein  is 
ordained,  that  all  Marriages,  without  the  Degrees 
prohibited  by  God's  Law,  made  and  confummate  by 
carnal  Knowledge,  mall  be  firm  and  good  ;  not- 
tvithihnding  any  Precontract,  which  hath  not  been 
fo  confummate.  But  this  Law  was  repealed  i  and 
z  Phil,  and  Mar.  and  i  Eliz.  i. 

'  Other  Ads  alfo  were  palled  this  Seflion  of  Par- 
liament, which  began  April  12.     Among  which  I 

thought 

(u)  Kennet.  Vol.  II.     P.-.g.  234. 

(*)  lli/Icry  of  England,  Vol,  I.    Pag.    2i6> 
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thought  fit  to  remember  thefe.     An    Act  declaring  KingHcnryVIH, 
in  what  Cafes  a  Man  may  difpofe  all  his  Lands  by 
his  laft  Will  in  Writing  ;  and  in  what,   but  Part 
thereof.     And  in  what  Cafes  the  King,  and  other 
Lords  fhall  have  their  Wardfhips. 

«  That  no  Perfon  mould  fell  or  buy  any  Right  or 
Title,  or  maintain  it,  or  procure  Maintenance  in  any 
Suit. 

1  The  Punifhment  alfo  by  Death  of  Priefts  mar- 
ried or  unmarried ;  and  of  Women  offending  with 
them  by  Incontinency,  was  repealed.  For  as  the 
Clergy  of  thofe  Times  thought  it,  though  one  of  the. 
fix  Articles,  too  fevere  ;  the  Punifhment,  upon 
their  Remonftrance,  was  laid  on  their  Goods,  Chat- 
ties, and  fpiritual  Promotions  ;  and  this  alfo  better 
plea  fed  the  King. 

'  Sanctuaries  alfo,  and  priviledged  Places  were  re- 
duced to  a  few  j  and  certain  Rules  prefcribed  to 
them. 

'  That  Horfes  feeding  on  Commons,  not  being 
of  a  lawful  Height,  ( that  is  to  fay,  not  being  fif- 
teen Hands  high,  at  two  Years  old)  fhould  be  feized 
on  by  any  Man  for  his  own  Ufe. 

4  That  Foreib,  Heaths,  Commons,  &c.  fhould 
be  driven  once  in  the  Year,  and  unlikely  Tits  in 
them  to  be  killed.  Neverthelefs,  that  Horfes  [of 
fmall  Height  might  be  put  where  Mares  were  not 
kept. 

'  The  Statutes  alfo,  of  $.Rich.  2.  c.3,  6.  Rich.  2. 
c.  8.  ^.Hen.  7.  c.  10.  and  23.^/7. 8.  c.  7.  touching 
freighting  in  Englijb  Ships,  were  only  rehearfed  and 
confirmed,  and  a  Rate  fet  down  what  fhould  be  paid 
for  the  Freight,  or  Portage  of  the  feveral  Sorts  of 
Merchandizes  from  the  Port  of  London  to  other 
Places,  and  from  thence  to  London. 

'  That  no  Alien  nor  Denizen  fhall  fet  up  any 
Trade  in  the  King's  Dominions  ;  and  they  who  are 
Denizens  fhould  be  bcund  by  and  unto  all  the  Laws 
and  Statuses  of  ibis  Realm,  particularly  thofe  of  14. 
Hen.  8.  and  21.  Hen.  8.   above  mentioned. 

4  That  Trinity  Term,  in  regard  of  Impediment  of 
Harveft  and  Danger  of  Infection,  fhould  be  abbre- 
viated. 
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KingHenryVlii.  vjate(j#  Certain  Priviledges  alfo  were  granted  to 
Phyficians  in  London,  as  that  they  fhould  not  keep 
Watch  and  Ward,  nor  be  Conftables ;  and  that  they 
might  pra&ife  Chirurgery  :  Barbers  and  Chirurgeons 
were  alfo  made  one  Company,  and  certain  Privile- 
ges given  them  ;  as  not  to  bear  At  mour,  or  to  be  put 
in  any  Watches  or  Inquefts. 

1  A  Court  alfo  of  the  Firft  Fruits  and  Tenths, 
granted  to  the  King,  was  erected. 

c  The  Court  of  the  King's  Wards  alfo,  and  the 
Names  and  feveral  Duties,  and  Offices  thereof,'  was 
ere&ed. 

*  '  Laftly,  a  general  and  free  Pardon  was  granted  of 
all  Herefies,  Treafons,  Felonies,  and  Offences,  fome 
particular  Perfons  and  Matters  only  excepted.' 

The  Journals  inform  \x?,  That,  on  the  24th  Day 

of  July,  when  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 

with  the  ufual  Ceremony,  in  order  to  pafs  the  Bills, 

and  to  put  an  End  to  the  Parliament  ;  Sir  Nicholas 

Hare  Knight,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

addrefled  himfelf  to  the  King,  on    his  Throne,  to 

this  Purport : 

The  Speaker's        *  The  great  World,  favs  he,  contains  thefe  feve- 

lndeCofathishseef.  '  ral  Civilians,  the  Divine  World,.,the  Celeflialand 

fion.  '  the    Ttrreftial  Worlds.      By  the  Similitude  of 

'  which,    Man    is  faid  to  be  a  Microcofm,  that  is, 

'  a   little  World,    and  hath,     alfo,    three    Parts, 

6  viz.    a   Head,    a   Bread  and   inferior   Members. 

'  And,  in  Likenefs  of  thefe  he  aflerted  that  the  whole 

*  Englijh  Government  was  conftituted  ;  in  which, 
'  the  King  was  the  Head,  the  Peers  the  Body,  and 
'  the  Commons  the   reft  of  the  Machine.     In  all 

*  which,  as  there  ought  to  be  a  ftridt  Concord  be- 
'  twixt  the  Head  and  the  other  Parts  of  a  human 

*  Body,  fo  fhould  there  be  the  fame  Uniformity  be- 
'  tween  the  King,  the  Peers  and  the  People.     The 

*  King,  adds  he,    is  by  Name  acknowledged  to  be 

*  the  Head  of  all  -,  and  fuch  a   Head  as  molt  hap- 

*  pily  directs  and  governs  the  whole  Englijb  Confti- 

*  tution  ;  by,  gracioufly,  giving  up  much  of  his  own 

*  Right  for  the  Sake  of  the  Inferior  Members.  In- 
<  ftances.of  which  are,  the  prefent  Act  of  Grace  ami 

'Par- 
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f  Pardon;  the  Statute  for  freely  devifing  two  Thirds  KIngHenryViH 

*  of  each  Man's  Eftate,  &c.  which  all,  openly,  tef- 

*  tified  that  both  Court  and  Country  muft  flourifh 
'  and  be  happy  under  fuch  a  Ruler  ;  and  for  which 
'  they  ought  all  there  prefent  to  render  him  their 
'  moft  hearty  Thanks.' 

At  which  Words  every  Man  flood  up  and  bow- 
ed themfelves  to  the  Throne,  and  the  King  returned 
the  Complement  by  a  gracious  Nod  from  it.  After 
this  the  Speaker  went  on,  and  faid,  '  That  the  whole 
'  People  of  England,  in  order  to  (hew  fome  Grati- 
'  tude  to  his  Majefty,  to  whom  they  thought  them- 
'  felves  fo  much  obliged,  that  they  could  never  pay 

*  him  according  to  his  Merit ;  had,  left  they  mould 
'  feem  unmindfull  of  fuch  Benefits,  joined  in 
'  granting  a  Subfidy,  by  the  Confent  of  both  Houfes, 

*  which  they  freely  offered  to  him.  And,  laftly, 
'  begged  his  Majefty  would  condefcend  to  give  the 
'  Royal  Aflent  to  the  reft  of  the  Bills  made  ready 

*  for  that  Purpofe.' 

Our  Jour naliji  is  very  prolix  and  circumftantial 
in  giving  the  complementing  Speeches  and  Ceremo- 
nies, which  pafled  in  the  laft  Day  of  the  Seffion  ; 
which  the  Reader,  perhaps,  may  have  feen  more 
than  enough  of  in  this  Abridgement.  We  fhall  con- 
clude with  obferving,  that  there  were  no  lefs  than 
feventy  Ads  paffed  at  this  Time,  tho'  the  Statute- 
Bookc  only  mention  fifty  ;  but  fince  all  the  moft  ma- 
terial Ads,  or  the  Titles  of  them,  are  given 
before,  they  are  no  farther  neceflary  here. 
When  they  had  all  pafled  the  Royal  Aflent,  (except 
one,  relating  to  the  Merchants  Adventurers,  which 
the  King  gave  the  ufualanfwer  to,  Le  Roy  S'avifera) 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majcfty's  Command, 
diflblved  the  Parliament. 

To  thefe  Proceedings  the  Cierk  hath  added  the  The  remarkable 
Note  following,  which  mews    a  very  uncommon  Unanimity  of 
Unanimity  in  the  Peers  at  that  Time  :  thls  Pari;am«it, 

Hue  anlmadverfum  eft,  quod  in  hac  Seffione,  cum 
Procerts  darent  Suffiragia  et  dicerent  Sententias  fuper 
dtfutus  pradicHsy  ea  (rat  Concordia  et  Sententiarum 

Con- 
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KingHenryVin.  Con  f or  mi t  as ',  ut  finguli  eis  et  eorum fingulis  ajfenferunt^ 
Nemine  difcrepante  (y). 

Thomas  de  Soulemont, 
Clericus  Parliamentorutn. 

Affairs  being  now,   again,   fettled   according  to 
Henry's  Mind,  both  in  his  own  Family  and  in  Par- 
liament ;  and    he  once  more  blefTed  with  a  young, 
and,     what  he  hoped  for,    a  fruitful  Wife,  had  a 
fair  Profpedl  of  ending  his  Days  in  Eafe  and  Quiet- 
nefs.     But,  a  very  little  Time  after    prefented  him 
with  a  new  Scene  of  Trouble,  more  unexpected 
R  ...    .     than  any  before  it.     A  fmall  Rebellion  happening  in 
Yorkfhirel°Aip-  fork/hire,  under  the   Conduct  of  Sir  John  Nevile> 
prefs'd.  the  King  took  Care  to  have  it  fupprelfed  betimes  ; 

and  the  Leader  of  it  was  executed  at  York.     This 
gave  Occafion   for  the  Execution  alfo,  of  the  old 
Countefs  of  Salisbury,  who  had  then  been  a  Prifon- 
er  two  Years,  in  the   Manner  before  recited.     A 
Jealoufy  that  this  Infurre&ion  was  fet  on  Foot  by 
her  own,  or  her  Son  Cardinal  Poors  Inftigation,  occa- 
sioned it.     Not  lorg  after  which,  Henry  refolved  to 
make  a  Progrefs,  in  Perfon,  into  Torkpire ;  not  fo 
much,  fays  the  noble  Hiitorian,  to  extinguifh    the 
Relicks  of  the  laft  Commotion,  as  thole  of  Superfti- 
tion,  Miracles  and  Pilgrimages.     For  tho'  the  King 
continued  his  Rigour  againft  thofe  that  difputed  ei- 
ther his  Authority  or  the  Six  Articles,  and  Sacrificed 
many  on  that  Score  ;    infomuch  that,  (as  both  the 
Reformer?,  and  thofe  that  were  Maintaincrs  of  the 
Pope's  Supremacy,  fuffered  equally,)  his  Enemies  faid, 
That,  while  he  admitted  neither  Side,  he  feemed  to 
be  of  no  Religion  at  all.     Yet,  fays  Lord  Herbert^ 
this  was  but  Calumny,  for  he  flood  firmly  to  his  great 
Work  of   Reformation  ;    as  the   abovementioned 
Defign,  in  the  Northern  Progrefs,  is  a  particular  In- 
stance. 

Henry  met  with  fome  Vexation  in  the  Midft  of 
this  Expedition.  HisNephew  James,  King  of  Sats, 
had  promiicd  to  meet  him  at  York  ;  but,  when  every 

Thing 

(y)  This  is  a  full  Confirmation  of  what  Rafrin  ba;h  advanced  i» 
the  foregoing  Pages. 
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Thing  was  got  ready  there  for  the  Royal  Interview,  KingHenryVHI, 

James  fent  him  Word   he  could  not  come.     This 

Slight  was    highly    refented  ;    but,  he  met  with 

a  much  greater  Trouble  on    his  Return  to  London. 

For,  he  was  no  fooner  arrived,  than  he  was  credibly 

informed  that  his  new  Queen  Katharine^  who  had  q^  Katharineac- 

been  with  him  all  his  Progrefs,  had  been  guilty  of  cufed  oflnconti- 

Incontinency  before  he  married  her.     The  Proof  nem3* 

againft  thisunhappy  Lady  was iomewhatftronger  than 

againfl  any  of  his  former  Wives,  as  may  be  feen  in 

Lord  Herbert ;  who  feems  to  fupprefs  agood  deal,in 

regard  to  the  noble  Family  from  whence  (he  fprung. 

But,  notwithstanding   this,  Henry  was    lbmewhat 

puzzled  how  to  get  rid  of  her ;  and  was  obliged  to 

have  Recourfe  to  his  old  Method  of  referring  his 

Difficulties  to  a  Parliament. 

Accordingly,  a  new  one  was  called  to  meet  at 
Wejlminfter  on  the  1 6th  of  January,  in  the  33d  Year 
of  his  Reign  (z).  Where  being  all  aflembled,  and  the 
initial  Ceremonies  difpatch'd,   I'homas    Lord  rfudley, 
ftill  Lord  Chancellor,  opened  the  Caufeof  theSum-AnnoRcgn-,  ,. 
mons  in  a  grave  and  eloquent  Speech,  fay  thejournals,        1542. 
but  of  fo  uncommon  and  immoderate  a  Length,  that At  We&ninfter« 
the  Clerks,  being  bufy  on  different  Affairs,  could  not 
attend  to  take,  even,  the  Heads  of  the  whole  Speech; 
which,  they  add,  would  take  three  Hours  to  write 
down,  and  one  to  read.     What  they  could  collect, 
under  the  Title  of  Compendium  Orationis,  is    to  this 
EffeA  : 

'  In  the  firft  Place,  the  Chancellor  declared  in  _,    .        .    ^ 
'  what  Manner  David  began  his  Reign  over  the  Peo-  celior's  Speech* 

*  pie  of  God,  the  Ifraelites ;  he  did  not  pray  that  Ho-  at  opening  tho 

*  noursand  Riches  might  be  heaped  upon  him,  but  Scffion' 
'  only  that  his  Understanding  and  Wifdom  might  be 

*  enlarged.  Give  me  Under/landing,  that  I  may  fear ch 

"•thy, 

(x)  The  Summons  to  this  Parliament  directed  firft  to  Thomas  Arch- 
iifhop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  ufual  Firm,  the  reft  of  the  Bi/h>ps  and 
to  all  the  Peers,  the  Judges,  fome  Sergeants  at  Law,  the  King's  At- 
torney and  Solicitor-Gereral,  with  the  Mr.ftei  of  the  Rolls,  all  try 
Name:  As,  alfo,  to  the  Sheriffs,  Mayors,  Bailiffs,  &c.  for  elec- 
ting the  Commons,  are  extant  ia  Rv M  6 *'s  Feed.  Ang.  Tom.  XIV. 
Pag.  737,  &s. 
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thy  Law  \  as  it  is  in   the  Pfalms.     This  Under- 
ftanding  he  asked  for,  that  he  might  thebetter  learn 
the  Things  equally    neceflary    for   both   Prince 
and  People.     Such  was  the  Cafe,  alfo,  in  our  So- 
vereign Lord  the  King  ;  who,  when  his  moft  fa- 
cred  Majefty  firft  came  to  the  Crown,  wifhed  for 
nothing  more  ardently,   or   fervently,   than  that 
God  would  beftow  on  him  Wifdom  and  Under- 
ftanding.     The  Almighty  anointed  him  with  the 
Oil  of  Sapience  above  his  Fellows ;  above  the  reft 
of  the  Kings  in  the  Earth,  and  above  all  his  Pro- 
genitors.    This,  he  added,  very  plainly,    appears 
in  three  more  mining  Qualities  than  others.      In 
the  perfect  Knowledge  of  the  Word  of  God,  the 
chiefeft  Glory  in  a  King ;    in  the  exact  Under- 
ftanding  of  the  Art  Military,  which  is  the  fecond 
Virtue  in  a    Prince  ;  and  in   politic   Knowledge, 
which  holds  the  third  Place  j  as  bringing  the  great- 
eft  Good  to  the  Commonwealth.     For  the  Firft, 
he  commended  to  them  all  to  think,  along  with 
himfelf,   how  his  Majefty  had   overthrown  and 
vanquifhed  that  Roman  Goliah,  with  a  Sling  and  a 
Stone.     The  Staff  of  the  Sling,  faid  he,   was  the 
King ;  the  Stone  was  the  Word  of  God  ;  and  the 
Sling  was  made  of  Thread,  twilled  by  Preachers ; 
which   Threads,  or  Arguments,  were  no  longer, 
more  fure,  or  more  fubftantial  than  they  ought  to 
be. 

'  To  the  Second,  he  defired  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons to  call  to  Mind  the  King's  great  Victories, 
both  in  France  and  Scotland.  Which  were  made 
more  glorious,  in  that  they  were  gained,  atone  and 
the  fame  Time,  in  different  Kingdoms. 
4  To  rhe  Third,  he,  again,  commended  to  them  all 
to  refleft,  along  with  himfelf,  on  the  Peace  which 
had  now  continued  entire  and  inviolate  for  Thirty 
Years  together.  When,  in  that  Time,  almoft 
the  whole  univerfal  World  was  diftra&ed  with 
fatal  Wars ;  and  Princes  fought  to  deftroy  each 
other  by  Fire  and  Sword. 

*  Next  he   laid  before  their  Eyes,   what  Caftles 
on  the  Sea  Coafts  had  been  new-built,  what  others 

*  repaired 
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«  repaired,  which  for  future  Ages  would  terrify  our  KingHenryVllIj 

*  Enemies,  and  defend  the  Kingdom  from  Inva- 
'  fions. 

*  Laftly,  he  defir'd  them  to  confider,  that  a  very 

*  few  Years  laft  pad,  many  civil  DiiTentions  had 
c  been  compofed  without  Bloodfhed,  by  the  King's 
«  Conduct.  And  at  length,  that  the  Injh  Nation, 
'  a  People  barbarous  and  favage,  had  been  reduced 
6  to  Obedience  ;  infomueh,  that  a  Nation,  hither- 

*  to  untraceable,  now  delired  to  fubmit  to  his  Laws. 
c  Thefe,  and  an  innumerable  Number  of  Bene- 

'  fits,  conferred  upon  them  by  their  mod  illuftrious 
c  Prince,  he  defired  them  to  remember.  From 
«  whence  it  plainly  appeared  that  he,  like  David, 
1  from  the  Beginning,  had  prayed  to  God  for  Un- 
4  derftanding  to  expound  the  Laws.  And  alfo  to 
'  pray  fo  effectually,  that  no  King  commemorated 
6  in  Hiftory,  could  be  compared  to  him.' 

At  which  Words,  all  the  Peers,  as  well  as  the 
Commons,  flood  up  and  bowed  to  the  Throne, 
with  that  Reverence,  as  plainly  (hewed,  fays  the 
Journal,  with  what  willing  Minds  they  owned  his 
Empire  over  them  •,  and  what  they  owed  to  God, 
who  had  committed  the  Government  of  the  King- 
dom to  the  Care  of  fuch  a  Prince.  Then  the  Chan- 
cellor turned  his  Difcourfe  to  inform  the  Aflembly, 
why  they  were  called  to  meet  at  the  prefent  Time. 

He  told  them,  '  That  his  Majefty  had  fummoned 

*  his  great  Council,  confifting  of  three  diftindBodies, 
4  the  Clergy.  Lords,  and  Commons,  as  the  Repre- 
'  fentalivesof  the  People.     That  thefe  three  Orders 

*  or  States,  fhould  meet  as  the  whole  Body  of  the 

*  Englljh  Commonwealth.     That  from  thence  they 

*  might  learn  each  Man's  particular  Inclinations  and 

*  Qualities ;  and  if  by  Chance  any  Defect  or  Excefs 

*  be  found  in  the  Government,  by  their  common 

*  Advice  and  his  Majefty's  Authority,  it  might  be 

*  amended,  and  the  Law  maae  more  vigorous  by 

*  taking  away  Superfluities. 

'  But,  adds  the  Orator,  there  yet  remains  three 

*  principal  Caufes  for  calling  this  AiTembly.     The 

*  firit  concerned  the  Honour,  Praife,  and  Glory  of 

*  God, 


KingHenryVin. 


\j6    The  Tar liamentary  History 

God,  by  an  Unity  in  Faith  and  Concord  in  Reli- 
gion ;  fifting  of  different  Opinions,  if  by  Chance 
any  new  one  had  fprung  up,  or  there  was  yet  any 
old  one  left  to  abrogate.  And  here  he  mentioned 
fome  particular  Royal  Laws,  or  Proclamations  ; 
as,  for  the  true  Preaching  of  the  Gofpel  ;  for 
Hofpitality  amongft  the  Clergy  j  and  forbidding 
Pluralities,  &c. 

'  Secondly,  what  chiefly  appertained  to  their 
own  Government,  viz.  that  it  ought  to  be  ftrictly 
looked  into,  whether  the  King's  Laws  were  eve- 
ry where  obeyed  by  the  King's  Subjects  ;  and,  if 
defpifed,  why  they  were  made  ?  For  many 
Laws,  to  the  no  frnall  Hurt  of  the  Common- 
weal, remain  perfectly  unknown.  This  con- 
cerned the  Oppreflion  of  the  Poor  ;  the  Power  of 
Evil-doers,  who  would  obferve  and  keep  fome 
Laws,  whilfl  they  violated  others  ;  yet  fo,  as 
they  themfelves  would  explain  their  Meaning. 
Alfo,  the  great  Number  of  Engroflers  ;  the  Dear- 
nefs  of  Victuals  in  a  Time  of  fuch  Abundance* 
and  againft  fturdy  Beggars. 
«  The  third  Caufe  for  the  Summons,  he  faid, 
was,  that  they  might  fearch  into  and  examine 
whether  any  new  Vices  had  broke  out  in  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  (fince  human  Nature  was  a  very  in- 
genious Inventor  of  Evil)  againft  which  there 
were  no  Laws  yet  made.  That  if  they  came  in 
Ufe,  then  new  Laws  fhould  be  enacted ;  in  the 
fame  Manner,  as  for  new  and  unheard  of  Difeaf- 
es,  new  Drugs  and  Medicines  are  fought  after 
and  tried.  He  then  gravely  and  folemnly  told 
them,  that  in  the  framing  fuch  Laws,  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Crimes  and  the  Qualities 
of  the  Perfons,  ought  chiefly  to  be  confidered. 
For  Example,  an  Injury  received  from  a  Friend 
or  a  Familiar,  is  heavier  than  one  from  an  open 
Enemy,  or  an  unknown  Perfon;  and  for  this  Rea- 
fon  the  Crime  of  High  Treafon  ought  to  be  more 
heavily  punifhed. 

Here  the  Journal  breaks  off  abruptly,  juft  when 
the  Orator  was  coming  to  the  real  Point,  or  Caufe, 

for 
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for  which  this  Parliament  was  called  ;  and  to  which  KingHcnryViflf. 
all  the  former  Parade  of  Words  was  only  introduc- 
tory. Whether  this  was  done  by  Negligence  or 
Defign,  in  the  Clerks,  is  uncertain  ;  perhaps,  the 
latter  ;  that  the  Queen's  Difgrace  might  not  appear 
fo  openly  on  Record,  in  which  the  King'sHonour, 
to  which  was  then  paid  the  higheft  Veneration, 
was  but  too  much  concerned. 

The  Receivers  and  Tryers  of  Petitions  being 
named  and  appointed,  as  ufual  ;  on  the  20th  Day 
of  January  the  Commons  prefented  to  the  King,  in 
Parliament,  Thomas  Moyle,  Efq;  as  their  Speaker.  Tho.  Moyie,Ef<fi 
Whofe  Excufe  for  Difabilities,  &c.  being  not  al-  Speaker. 
lowed,  he  made  the  ufual  Proteftat ion  for  Liberty 
of  Speech;  and  after  fome  high-flown  Compli- 
ments paid  to  the  King,  from  this  Quarter,  he  was 
confirmed. 

The  very  next  Day  a  Bill  was  brought  into  the 
Houfe,  and  read  afirftTime  for  the  Attaindure,  on 
the  Charge  of  HighTreafon,  of  Catherine  Howard, 
late  Queen  of  England \  Jane  Lady  Rochford,  with 
others.  And  in  the  fame  Bill  wascontained  the  At- 
taindures,  on  Mifprifion  of  Treafon,  of  Agnes  How- 
ard Duchefs  of  Norfolk,  William  Howard,  &c. 

On  the  28th  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Lord  Chan-  Proceedings  ©» 
cellor  declared  to  the  reft  of  the  Peers,  '  How  much  the  Attainder  of 

*  it  concerned  all  their  Honours,  not  to  proceed  toQ-ucenCathermc' 

*  give  too  hafty  a  Judgment  on  the  Bill  for  the  At- 
'  taindure  of  the  Queen  and  others,  which  had  yet 
'  been  only  once   read  amongft  them.     For  that 

*  they  were    to   remember  that  a  Queen  was  no 

*  mean  or  private  Perfon,  but  an  illuftrious  and  pub- 

*  lick  one.  Therefore,  her  Caufe  was  to  be  judg- 
'  ed  with  that  Sincerity,  that  there  (hould  be  neither 
'  Room   for  Sufpicion  of  fome   latent  Quarrel,  or 

*  that  (he  mould  not  have  Liberty  to  clear  herfelf, 

*  if  perchance,  by  Reafon  or  Council  (he  was  able 
'  to  do  it,  from  the  Crime  laid  to  her  Charge.  For 
'  this  Purpofe  he  thought  it   but  reaforiable,  that 

*  fome   principal  Perfons.  as   well  of  the  Lords  as 

*  Commons,  {hould  be  deputed  to  go  to  the  Q^een, 

*  partly  to  tell  her  the  Caufe  of  their  coming,  and 

Vol.  Ill,  M  '  partly 
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_.   „   r  vm  '  partly  in  order  to  help  her  Womanifh  Fears,  by 

n£  e  ry      * 4  advifing  and  admonifliing  her  to  have  Prefence  of 

'  iMind  enough  to  fay  any  Thing  to  make  her  Caufe 

'  better.    He  knew  for  certain,  that  it  was  but  juft 

*  that  a  Princefs  fhould  be  judged  by  equal  Laws 
'  with  themlelves ;  and  he  could  ailure  them  that 

*  the  clearing  herfelf  in  this  Manner  would  be  high- 

*  ly  acceptable  to  her  moft  loving  Husband.     But, 

*  that  lbme  Anfwer  ought  to  be  had  from  her,  and 

*  to  report  the  Truth  of  it  to  his  Majefty,    his  Ad- 

*  vice  was,  that  they  mould  chufe  the  Archbifhop 
'  of  Canterbury ;  Charles  Duke  of  Suffolk,  Grand 

*  Matter  of  the  Houfhold  ;  William  Earl  of  South- 
*■  ampton,  Lord  Privy-Seal  ;  with  the  Bifhop  of 
'  Wefimlnfter  ;  if  the  King's  Council  approved  of 

*  this,  Day  after  Day,  to  repair  to  the  Queen,  to 

*  treat  of  this  Matter,  according  as  their  own  Pru- 

*  dence  might  think  it  neceffiry.' 

And  in  the  mean  Time  the  Sentence  concerning 
the  Bill  againft  her  Majefty  was  ordered  to  be  ful- 
pended. 

On  the  30th  Day  of  the  fame  Month  the  Chan- 
cellor declared  to  the  Lords  openly,  that  the  Privy 
Council,  on  mature  Deliberation,  disliked  the  Mel- 
fage  that  was  to  be  fent  to  the  Queen  ;  neverthelefs, 
in  the  mean  Time,  they  had  thought  of  another 
Way,  lets  faulty,  to  be  put  to  the  King,  or  rather, 
to  be  altogether  demanded  of  him. 

c  Firft,  that  his  Majefty  would  condefcend,  ac- 
cording to  his  ufual  Wifdom  in  Council,  to  weigh, 

*  by  an  equal  Balance,  the  Mutabil/ty  of  all  human 
'  Affairs ;  that  Nature  is  weak  and  corrupt  ;  none 
'  made  free  from  Accidents,  and  that  no  Mm  can 

*  be  happy  in   every  Thing.      That  the   whole 

*  State  of  the  Kingdom  depends  on  his  Majefty's 
'  Refolution  to   divert  his  Mind  from  all  Trouble 

*  and  Solicitude. 

*  Next,  that  thcAttaindure  of  Thomas  Colepepper 
4  raid  Francis  Dereham,  with  the  King's  Aiient, 
'  mould  be  confirmed  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 
'  Alfo,  the  Attaind are  on  Mifprifion,  againft  Lord 

*  William  Howard,   And  that  the,  Parliament  might 

1  bare 
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*  have  Leave  to  proceed  to  give  Judgment  and  to  KbgHcnryVin. 
1  finifli  the  Queen's  Caufe  ;  that  the  Event  of  that 

'  Bufine fs  may  be  no  longer  in  doubt. 

*  Thirdly,  that  when  all  thefe  Things  are  com- 

*  pleated  in  a  juft  Parliamentary  Method,  without 

*  any  Lofs  of  Time,  that  then  his  Majefty  would 
6  condefcend  to  give  his  Royal  AfTent  to  them  $ 
1  not  by  being  prefent  and  fpeaking  openly,  as  the 
'  Cuftom  hath  been  in  other  Parliaments,  but  ab- 
'  fent,  by  his   Letters  Patents,    under  the  Great 

*  Seal  of  England*  ard  figned  by  his  own  Hand. 
'  That  the  Remembrance  of  this  late  and  forrowful 

*  Story  and  wicked  Facls,  if  repeated  before  him, 

'  may  not  renew  his  Grief  and  endanger  his  Ma-    - 

*  jelly's  Health. 

'  Laftly,  they  were  to  befeech  his  Majefty,  that 
'  if  by  Chance,  by  fpeaking  freely  on  the  Queen, 

*  they  mould  offend  againft  the  Statutes  then  in  be- 

*  ing,  out  of  his  great  Clemency,  he  would  pardon 
'  all  and  every  of  them  for  it.     And,  to  propound 

*  all  thefe  Matters  to  his  Majefty,  the  Archbifhop 
'  of  Canterbury,  Charles  Duke  of  Suffolk,  with  the 
'  Earl  of  Southampton,  were  deputed  for  that  Pur- 
'  pofe. 

The  next  Day,  being  the  laft  of  Januaiy,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  declared  to  the  Houfe,  *  That 
'  their  MelTage  and  Requeft,  of  Yefterday,  had 
'  been  delivered  to  his  Majefty  by  the  Lords  Com- 
'  miffioners  ;  and  that  the  King  had  denied  no  Part 
'  of  their  Petition,  but  had  orderly  granted  every 
'  Part  of  it.  That  out  of  his  princely  Clemency, 
'  and  unheard  of  Humanity,  he  had  returned  them 

*  Thanks  for  their  loving  Admonition  in  regard  to 
'  his  Health  ;    which,  he  faid,    he  took  Care  of, 

*  not  fo  much  for  the  Sake  of  his  own  Body,  as 
'  that  of  the  whole  Republick.     Nay,  his  Majefty 

*  declared  further  to  them  than  they  durft  ask  of 
'   him,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  dtfiring  Liberty  of  Speech, 

*  &c.  For,  he  told  them  he  granted  yet  more,  in 
'  giving  Leave  for  each  Man  to  fpeak  his  Mind 
'  freely  ;  and  not  incur  the  Penalty  which  the 
'  Laws  had  fixed  on  thole  who  took  the  Liberty  to 

M2  4  talk 
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talk  on  the  Incontinency  of  Queens.  Efpecially, 
when  the  faid  Perfon  did  not  do  it  out  of  Malice 
or  ill  Will,  but  out  of  Zeal  for  his  Service. 
After  this,  the  Chancellor  declared  to  the  Lords, 
That  as  foon  as  the  Lords  Commiffioners  were 
difmified  from  his  Majefty,  a  Deputation  of  fome 
principal  Members  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
were  admitted  to  his  Prefence.  But  what  was 
done  or  faid  by  them  the  Chancellor  did  not  well 
k'now  ;  only  he  fuppofed,  that  they  came  to  de- 
liver much  the  fame  Meflage,  or  Petition,  with 
their  Lordfhfps.  Adding,  that  when  the  Com- 
mons were  difmified,  he  commanded  that  both 
the  Lords  and  Commons  mould  again  be  brought 
before  him  together.  At  which  Time  his  Majefty 
gravely  admonifhed  them,  that  they  fhould  take 
great  Care  in  the  framing  of  good  Laws,  and  the 
due  Obfervatien  of  them.  That  no  Man  fhould 
think  he  was  doing  his  own  Bufinefs,  fingly,  in 
Parliament,  or  that  he  was  called  thither  for  the 
fake  of  his  own  Advantage  ;  but  to  do  the  Work 
tending  to  the  Good  of  the  Publick  :  And  that 
every  fingle  Peer  mould  reflect  how  much  he 
owes  to  the  abfent  Multitude.  For  which  Rea- 
fon  it  behoved  both  Peers  and  Commoners  to  be 
unanimous;  to  have  frequent  Meetings,  and  talk 
together  of  the  prefent  Bufinefs,  of  the  propoied 
Statutes,  or  Bills  3s  they  are  called,  which  are 
before  them.  For  his  Majefty  has  heard,  and 
with  S01  row  too,  that  the  prefent  Practice  of  the 
Members  of  thefe  Houfes  is  quite  the  Reverie-,  Bills 
being  rejected  as  difadvantageous  to  the  Common- 
Wealth,  only  becaufe  they  could  not  be  under- 
ftood  by  the  Oppofers ;  nor  would  thofe  that 
introduced  them  take  the  Trouble  to  make  them 
more  intelligible,  by  explaining  their  proper 
Senfe.  So  that  many  good  Bills  have  loft  the 
Force  of  Law,  while  each  Party  is  too  obfti- 
nateto  acquaint  the  other  with  their  Meaning.' 
February  the  1 J  th,  the  Lord  Chancellor  produced 
two  Statu'es,  which  had  pafled  both  Lords  and 
Commons  >    one,    concerning   the  Attaindure   of 
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the  Queen  ;   and,  the  other  about  the  Method  of  KingHe^ryViii. 

proceeding  againft    Lunatics,    who,    before    their 

Infanity,  had  confelTed  themfelves  guilty  of  High. 

Treafon  (a).     Each  Statute  figned  with  the  Kii  g's 

own  Hand,  and  together  with  his  Majefty 's  A  ill  at 

to   them,    under  the  Broad  Seal,  and  figned  alio, 

which  was  annexed   to  the  faid   Statutes.      This 

the  Chancellor  held  forth  in  both  Hands,  that  both 

Lords  and  Commons,  who  were  called   for  that 

Purpofe,    might  apparently  fee  it,    and  that  the 

Statutes  might  from  thence  have  the  full  Force  and 

Authority  of  a  Law.     Which,  when  done     the 

Duke  of   Suffolk,    Grand  Mafter  of  the  King's 

Houfhold,    delivered   himfelf,    in  a  very   ferious 

Difcourfe,  to  this  EfFeft  j 

He  told  the  Houfes,  *  That  he  and  his  Fellow- 
4  Deputies,  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Queen, 
4  had  been  with  her ;  and  that  fhe  had  openly  con- 

*  fefTed  and  acknowledged  to  them,  the  great  Crime 

*  fhe  had  been  guilty  of  againft  the  molt  high  God, 
4  and  a  kind  Prince;  and,  laftly,  againft  the  whole 
4  EngUJh  Nation.     That  fhe  beg'd  them  all  to  im- 

*  plore  his  Majefty  not  to  impute  her  Crime,  alone, 
4  to  her  whole  Kindred  and  Family.  But,  that 
4  his  Majefty,  howfoever  unworthy  fhe  might  be 

*  and  undeferving,  would  yet  extend  his  unbounded 
4  Mercy,    and  his  Angular  Beneficence  to  all  her 

*  Brothers,  that  they  might  not  fuffer  for  her 
4  Faults.  Laftly,  to  befeech  his  Majefty  that  it 
4  would  plcafe  him  to  beftow  fome  of  her  Cloaths 

*  on  thofe  Maid-Servants,  who  had  been  with  her 
4  from  the  Time  of  her  Marriage  ;  fince  fhe  had 
4  now  nothing  elfe  left  to  recompence  them  as  they 
'  defer ved.' 

The  Earl  of  Southampton,  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
next  flood  up  in  the  Houfe,  and,  in  near  the 
fame  Words,  confirmed  what  the  Duke  had  faid. 
Adding, 

Here,  the  Journal  Book  breaks  off  very  abruptly 
again;  and  we  are  only  told  that  the  Chancellor 

M  3  pro- 

(a)  We  cannot  affign  r.ny  Reafon  for  tL's  Bill's  pafllng  at  this 
Time,  from  Hiftory  •,  and  do  only  guefs  that  fome  of  the  Perform 
concerned  with  the  Queen,  were  eithor  veally  run  mad  or  feigns* 
themfelves  ft. 
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King  Henry VIII.  prorogued  the  Parliament  from  that  Day,    being 
Saturday,  to  the  Tuefday  following. 

This  lafl  Hiatus  in  Manufcripto,  along  with  the 
former,  makes  it  feem  evident  that  they  were  not 
done  by  Neglect  of  the  Clerks,  but  by  Defign.  And 
was  a  Trick  of  State  to  prevent  Pofterity  from 
being  acquainted  with  fome  Matters,  not  con- 
iiftent  wiih  the  Rcfpect  they  then  paid  to  their 
Grand  Monarch.  It  is  not  impoffible  that  this 
farther  Declaration  might  be  the  fame,  which  Bifhop 
Burnet  fays  the  Queen  made  to  her  Confeflbr, 
Dr.  White%  afterwards  Bifhop  of  Winchester ;  * la 
'  confefling  the  Mifcarriages  of  her  former  Irife, 
'  before  the  King  married  her.  But  ftood  abfo- 
'  lutely  to  the  Denial  of  any  Thing  afterward ; 
'  and  that  fhe  took  God  to  Witnefs  and  all  his 

*  Angels,  upon  the  Salvation  of  her  own  Soul, 
'  that  (he  was  guiltlefs  of  that  Act  of  defiling  her 

*  Hufband's  Bed,  for  which  {he  was  condemned. 
'  Yet,  adds  the  Author,  the  Lafcivioufnefs  of  her 
'  former  Life,  made  People  incline  to  believe  any 

*  ill  Thing  that  could  be  reported  of  her  (b).*  Thq 
Parliament  was  prorogued  from  Saturday,  Febru~ 
cry  nth,  to  Tuefday  the  14th  of  the  fame  Month. 
And,  on  the  13th,  (Bifhop  Burnet  fays  the  12th, 
which  could  not  be,  for  it  was  Sunday,)  the  poor 

The  Queen  and  Qileen    2n&  Lady  Rochford  loft  their  Heads  on 

tady    Rochford  Tower-Hill. 

hshcaded.  Some  more  Claufes  were  inferted  in  this  Act  of 

Attainder  of  the  Queen,  fcrY.  proper  to  be  taken 
Notice  of.  In  the  firft  Place,  fhe  was  accufed  by 
it,  for  taking  Dereham  into  her  Service,  and  ano- 
ther Woman  into  her  Chamher  who  had  known 
her  former  ill  Life,  by  which  it  appeared  what 
fhe  intended  to  do ;  and  then  permitting  Culpepper 
to  be  alone  with  her  in  a  vile  Place,  fo  many 
Hours  in  the  Night.  Therefore,  it  was  enacted 
thai  fhe  and  they,  with  the  Bawd,  the  Lady 
R'chford,  mould  be  attainted  of  Treafon  ;  and  that 
the  Queen  and  the  Lady  Rochford  fhould  fuller  the 
ains  of  Death. 

Thaf 

(b)  Eumt'z  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,,  Vol,  I,  P.  3151 
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That  the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Norfolk^  the  KiagHenryVHI 
Countefs  of  Bridgwater  her  Daughter,  the  Lord 
William  Howard  and  his  Lady,  with  other  four 
Men  and  five  Women,  already  arraigned  by  the 
Courfe  of  common  Law,  that  knew  the  Queen's 
vicious  Life  and  had  concealed  it,  mould  be  attainted 
of  Mifprifon  of  Treafon. 

It  was  alfo  enadted,  that  whofoever  knew  any 
Th;ng  of  the  Queen's  Incontinence,  for  the  Time 
being  mould  reveal  it  with  all  poflible  Speed,  un  er 
the  Pains  of  Treafon.  That  if  the  King  or  his 
Succeflbrs  mould  inrend  to  marry  anv  Woman, 
whom  they  took  to  be  a  pure  and  clean  Mud,  if 
(he,  not  being  lb,  did  not  declare  the  fame  to  the 
King,  it  mould  be  High  Treafon.  And  ^11  who 
knew  it  and  did  not  reveal  it,  were  guilty  of  Mif- 
prifon of  Treafon.  And,  if  rhe  Queen  or  the 
Wife  to  the  Prince,  mould  procure  any  Man,  by 
Meffages  or  Words,  to  know  her  carnally,  or  n.ny 
other  mould  be  Sollicitors  for  hei  in  this  Affair, 
they,  their  Counfe'lors  and  Abettors,  mould  be 
adjudged  as  Traitors. 

Bifh.'p  Burnet  makes  fome  Reflexions  on  thefe 
two  laft  Claufes  in  the  Act;  he  writes,  '  That  it 

*  was  thought  extream  cruel  to  be  fo  fevere  to  the 
'  Queen's  Kindred,  for  not  difcovering  her  former 
'  ill  Life  :  Since  the  making  fuch  a  Diicovery  had 
'  been  inconfiftent  with  the  Rules  of  Juftice  or 

*  Decency.     The  old  Duchefs    of  Norfolk    her 

*  Grandmother,  jiad  bred  her  up  from  a  Child ; 

*  and  for  her  to  go  and  tell  the  King  that  (he  was 
'  a  Whore,  when  he  intended  to  ma-ry  her,  was  a 

*  Thing  unheard  of.     And,  the  not  doing  it,  could 

*  not  have  drawn  lb  fevere  a  Punifhment,  from 

*  any  but  a  Prince  of  that  King's  Temper.  But 
'  the  King  pardoned  her  and  feveral  of  the  reft, 

*  tho'  fome  continued  in  Priibn  when  the  reft  were 

*  discharged. 

'  For  the  other  Part  of  the  Acl,  obliging  a 
6  Woman  to  reveal  her  own  former  Incontinence 
c  if  the  King  intended  to  marry  her,  it  was  thought 

*  *  Piece  oi  grievous  Tyranny.     Since,  if  a  King, 

*  efpfl* 
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KingHenryVIII. c  efpecially  one  of  fo  imperious  a  Temper  as  this 
'  was,  fhould  defign  fuch  an  Honour  to  any  of  his 

*  Subjects,  who  had  failed  in  their  former  Life ; 
'  they  muft  either  defame  themfelves,  by  publifh- 
'  ing  fo  disgraceful  a  Secret,  or  run  the  Hazard  of 

*  being  afterwards  attainted  of  Treafon.  Upon 
'  this,  thofe  that  took  an  inciifcreet  Liberty  to  rally 

*  that  Sex,  unjuftly  and  leverely,   faid,  that  the 

*  King  could  induce  none  that  was  reputed  a  Maid 
'  to  marry  him.  So  that  not  fo  much  Choice  as 
'  Neceffity  put  him  on  marrying  a  Widow  about 

*  two  Years  after  this  (c)' 

Aftspafs'd.  Tne  Journal  gives  the  Titles  of  forty-four  pri- 
vate and  publick  Acts,  pa  (Ted  in  this  Seflion  of  Par- 
liament j  the  Statute  Books  only  thirty-nine.  What 
are  the  moft  remarkable,  amongft  thefe  A&s,  Lord 
Herbert  hath  extra&ed  as  follows  : 
'  That  they  who  under  Colour  of  a  falfe  Token 

*  or  counterfeit  Letter  got  other  Mens  Money  into 

*  their  Hands,  mould  be  punifhed  at  the  Difcretion 

5  of  thofe  before  whom  they  were  convifted,  any 
«  Way  but  Death. 

4  It  was  declared  alfo,  how  many  Stone-Horfes 
'  every  Man  fhould  keep  according  to  his  Degree. 
'  But  this  was  afterwards  repealed  j  though  yet  of 

6  fpecial  Ufe  in  Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  when 
4  due  Regard  of  the  Perfons  were  had. 

*  Further  it  was  declared,  who  might  alfo  moot 

*  in  Guns  and  Crofs-Bows. 

*  Moreover,  That  mooting  with  Bows  and 
'  Arrows  fhould  be  ufed,    and  unlawful   Games 

*  debarred. 

*  The  Order  alfo  for  Punifhment  of  Murder 

*  and  Bloodfhed  in  the  King's  Court,  wuh  all  the 

*  Ceremonies  thereof  was  fet  down  ;  the  Occafion, 

*  it  feems,  being  given  by  Sir  Edmond  Knevety 
'  who  being  Lately  coudemn'd  to  lofe  his  Hand  for 

*  thi&  Fault,  was  yet  pardoned. 

'  The  Authority  of  the  Officers  of  the  Co*  rt  of 

*  Wards  and  Liveries,  was  let  down. 

6  That 

(c)  Fw»f.''sHiflory  of  tl:c  Reformation,  Vol.  I.  P.  314.    Tliii 
A£t  was  repealed  1  £,  VI,  C,  iz.  i  Murice  I. 
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*  That  in  certain  Cafes  there  fhould  be  Trial  of  Kin  Hcn  ym , 
'  Treafon  in  any  County  where  the  King  by  Com- 

6  million  will  appoint ;  and  this  faved  much  Trou- 

'  ble  and  Charges :  For  as  divers  Things  were  made 

*  Treafon  in  this  King's  Time,  which  yet  were 
'  repealed  afterwards ;  lo  the  Lords  of  the  Council 

*  were  not  only  continually  vexed  with  thefe  Buii- 
«  nefs,  but  the  King  at  great  Charges  in  remanding 
'  the  Prifoners. 

'  That  none  mould  be  Juftice  of  Affize  in  his 

*  own  Country. 

*  The  Court  of  Surveyors  of  the  King's  Lands, 

*  the  Names  of  the  Officers  there,  and  their  Autho- 
c  rity  was  fet  down. 

'  All  Practice  of  Conjuration,  Witchcraft  and 

*  falfe  Prophefy,  was  made  Felony.' 

On  the  rirft  Day  of  April,  the  King  came  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  when  we  are  only  told  by  the 
Journal,  that  the  Parliament  was  prorogued,  from 
that  Day,  to  the  third  of  November  following. 
We  mail  only  mention  one  Thing  more,  which 
happened  during  this  Seflion,  related  by  the  noble 
Hiftorian,  as  a  Wrong  done  to  the  antient  Privi- 
lege of  Parliaments. 

It  feems,  that  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com-    Remarkable 
mons  was  arretted,  in  an  Action  of  Debt,  whilft  Proceedings  on 
the  Houfe  was  fitting.     The  King  was  no  fooner  Sember^fth* 
informed  of  this,  than  he  not  only  permitted  the  Houfe  of  Com. 
Commons  to  releafe  him,    but  he  punifhed   themons- 
Offenders.     The  two  Sheriffs  of  London  were  com- 
mitted Prisoner    to   ihe  Tower;  one  of  the  Bailiffs 
to  a  Place  called  Little-  Eaje,  and   the  reft  to  New- 
gate.     By   which   Means,    adds  he,    the  King, 
whofe  Mafterpiece  it  was  to  make  Ufe  of  his  Par- 
liaments,  not  on'y  let  Foreign  Princes  fee  the  good 
Intelligence  between  him  and  his  Subjects,  but  kept 
them  all  at  his  Devotion. 

This  is  all  the  noble  Hiftorian  fays  of  this  Mat- 
ter ;  but  one  of  our  antient  Chronicles  (d)  is  much 
more  orcumltanlial  about  it:  Becufe,  fays  this 
Author,   as  the  Cafe  hath  been  diverfely  reported, 

and 

(d)  Ihliir.gfiead,  P,  955,  956. 
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KagHenryVIll.  and  is  commonly  alledged  as  a  Precedent  for  the 
Privilege  of  Parliament,  he  had  endeavoured  to 
learn  the  Truth  thereof;  and  to  fet  forth  all  the 
Circumftances,  at  large,  from  thofe,  who,  by 
their  Inftruc~tions>  ought  belt  to  know  and  remem- 
ber it. 

This  Author  tells  us,  that  the  Member's  Name 
was  George  Ferrer^  Efq;  a  Servant  of  the  King's, 
and  elected  a  Burgefs  for  the'  Town  01  P'ymsutb  in 
Devonjlrre  That  one  Day  as  he  was  going  to  the 
Parliament  Houfe  he  w  is  arretted,  by  a  P:oi:els  out 
of  the  King's  Bench,  at  the  Suit  of  one  White* 
for  the  Sum  of  two  hundred  Ma-ko,  tor  •  Inch  he 
flood  engaged,  as  a  Surety,  for  one  Weida>i\  of 
Salifbury,  and  earned  to  the  Counter  in  Bordflreet. 
Sir  Thomas  Moyk,  Knt.  tie  speaker,  bein:  m.orm'd 
of  this,  acquainted  the  Hxiie  with  it,  wn>  forth- 
with ordeied  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  to  rcp.ur  to  the 
faid  Prifon  and  demand  the  Pnloner. 

The  Serjeant  went  immediately  to  the  Counter^ 
but  the  Clerk?  and  Officers  there  were  fo  far  from 
delivering  the  Prifoner,  that  they  forcibly  refitted 
him  •,  broke  the  Serjeant's  Mice,  and  knocked 
down  his  Savant.  Durng  this  Squabble,  the  two 
Sheriffs  of  London ,  Rowland  Hill  and  Henry  Sucbcliff'^ 
came  hither,  to  whom  the  berjeant  complained  of 
this  Auuie,  and  of  them  required  the  Delivery  of 
the  imprifc  ned  Member ;  but,  they,  not  only 
denied  to  deliver  him,  but  treated  the  Serjeant  very 
conttmptuouily  ;  and  he  was  forced  to  return 
without  him  to  the  Houfe. 

Finding  the  Members  ftill  fitting,  the  Serjeant  de- 
clared to  the  Speaker  all  the  Circumftances  of  his  ill 
Ufage  ;  upon  hearing  of  which,  the  whole  Houfe, 
among  whom  were  feveral  of  the  King's  Privy 
Cc  uncil  and  Chamber,  would  lit  no  longer  without 
their  Brother  Member,  but  rofe  up  and  went  in  a 
Body  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  their  Speaker 
informed  the  Chancellor  what  a  great  Indignity  was 
put  upon  them.  The  Lords  and  Judges  there 
ahVmbled,  took  the  Contempt  to  be  of  a  very  high 
Nature,  and  referred  the  Punifhmcni  of  it  :o  an 

Order 
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Order  of  their  own  Houfe.     The  Commons  re-  KingHenrjVltt. 

turning,  after  fome  Debate  on  the  Cafe,  foon  came 

to  a  Refolution  to  fend  their  Serjeant  to  the  Sheriff's 

Houfe,    and  require  the  Delivery  of  the  Prifoner, 

without  any  other  Warrant.     For  tho'  the  Lord 

Chancellor   had  offered    his  Writ    to  them,  they 

refufed  it ;  as  judging  that  their  Commands  were 

to  be  executed  by  their  own  Serjeant,    with  his 

Mace,  without  any  other  Authority. 

Buc  before  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  came  with  this 
fecond  Meflage,  the  Sheriffs  had  been  tcld  how  hein- 
oufly  the  Matter  was  taken  ;  and  therefore  they 
now  delivered  the  Prifoner  to  him,  without  any 
Hefitation .  Bu  t  the  Serjeant's  Orders  went  further; 
he  charged  the  Sheriffs  to  appear  perfonally  before 
the  Houfe  at  Eight  o'Clock  the  next  Morning,  and 
bring  with  them  the  Clerks  of  the  Counter,  and 
fuch  other  Officers  as  were  concerned  in  the  Affray. 

The  next  Day  the  Sheriffs,  &V.  appeared  at  the 
Bar  of  the  Houfe,  when  the  Speaker  charged  them 
with  the  Contempt  and  Mifdemeanour ,  and  com- 
manded them  to  anfwer,  immediately,  without 
allowing  them  any  Counfel ;  tho'  Sir  Roget  Cholm- 
ley,  Recorder  of  London,  and  others  of  the  City- 
Counfcl,  offered  to  fpeak  in  the  Caufe.  In  the 
End,  the  Sheriffs  and  White,  the  Profecutor,  were 
committed  to  the  Tower,  and  the  reft  to  Newgate, 
as  aforefaid.  There  they  remained  two  Days, 
and  then,  on  their  own  Petition,  and  at  the  hum- 
ble Requeft  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and 
other  Friends,  they  were  difcharged. 

But,  there  ftill  remained  another  Difficulty  to 
fettle.  The  faid  Ferrers,  being  condemned  in  the 
Debt,  and  lying  in  Execution  for  it,  but  releafed 
by  the  Privilege  of  Parliament,  could  not,  by  Law, 
be  again  put  under  Execution  for  the  fame  Debt ; 
and  fo  the  Party  was  left  without  Remedy  for  his 
Debt,  as  well  againft  him  as  his  principal  Debtor. 
This  knotty  Point  in  Law  was  debated  in  the  Houfe 
for  nine  or  ten  Days  together.  At  laft  it  was 
refolved  to  make  a  particular  Adl,  to  revive  the 
Execution  of  the  faid  Debt  againft  Weldon  the  Prin- 
cipal 


Qccafion, 


*  He  firft  commended  their  Wifdoms  in  main- 
taining the  Privileges  of  their  Houfe ;  which  he 


1 8  8    The  Parliamentary  H  i  s Tor  t 

KingHenryViu.  cjpa^  an(j  t0  difcharge  Ferrers  of  it.  This  occa- 
sioned a  Divifion  in  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  only 
carried  for  Ferrers  by  fourteen  Voices. 

The  fame  Authority  informs  us,  that  the  King, 
being  advertis'd  of  thefe  Proceedings,  called  before 
him  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  his  Judges,  with  the 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  feveral  of 
the  chief  Members  of  that  Houfe;  to  whom  he 
declared  his  Opinion  to  this  Effect : 

The    King's 
Speech   on   that 

would  not  have  infringed  in  any  Point.      He 
alledged  that  he  being  the  Head  of  the  Parliament, 
and  attending  in  his  own  Perfon  on  the  Bufinefs 
thereof,  ought,  in  Reafon,  to  have  Privilege,  for 
himfelf  and  all  his  Servants,   in  Attendance  on 
him.     So  that  if  Ferrers  had  been  no  Burgefs,  but 
only  his  Servant,  in  Reipect  of  that  he  ought  to 
have  Privilege  as  well  as  any  other.     For  I  under- 
ftand,  fays  he,  that  you  enjoy  the  fane  Privilege, 
not  only  for  yourfelves,  but  even  for  your  Cooks 
and  Horfe-  Keepers.     My  Lord  Chancellor,  here 
prefent,   hath  informed  me,  that  when  he  waa 
Speaker  of  the  Lower  Houfe,    the  Cook  of  the 
Temple  was  arretted  in  London-,  on  an  Execution 
upon  the  Statute  of  Staple.     And,   becaufe  the 
laid  Cook  ferved  the  Speaker  in  that  Office,  he 
was  taken  out  of  Execution,  by  the  Privilege  of 
Parliament.     Likewiie,  the  Judges  have  inform'd 
us,  that  we  at  noTirne  ftand  io  high  in  our  Eftate 
Royal,  as  in  the  Time  of  Parliament ;  when  we 
as  Head,    and  you  as  Members,  are  conjoined 
and  knit  together  into  one  Body  Politic  ;  fo  that 
whatfoever  Injury  is  done  or  offered  during  that 
Time,  againft  the  meaneft  Member  of  the  Houfe, 
is  judged  as  done  againft  our  own  Perfon,  and 
whole  Court  of  Parliament.     The  Prerogative  of 
which  Court  is  fo  great,  that,  as  our  learned  in 
the  Laws  inform  us,  all  Acts  and  Proceflcs,  com- 
ing out  of  any  other  inferior  Courts,  muft  for  that 
Time  ceaie  and  give  Place  to  the  Higheft. 


And 
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*  And,  as  touching  the  Plaintiff  in  this  Caufe,    ne  enry 
6  it  was  a  great  Prefumption  in  him,  knowing  our 
4  Servant  to  be  one  of  this  Houfe,  and  being  warned 

*  of  it  before,  ftill  to  profecute  this  Matter, 
e  out  of  Time ;  and  therefore  was  well  worthy  to 
'  lofe  his  Debt,  which  I  don't  wifh  ;  and  mult 
«  commend  your  Equity,  that  having  loft  it  by 
c.  Law,  you  have  reftored  the  fame  againft  him 

*  that  was  his  Debtor.  And,  if  it  be  well  confider'd 
'  what  an  Expence  it  hath  been  to  ourfelf  and  you 
'  all,  as  well  as  Lofs  of  Time,  which  fhould  have 
1  been  employed  in  Affairs  of  our  Realm,  to  fit 
'  here  near  a  Fortnight,  about  this  one  private 
«  Cafe,  he  may  think  himfelf  better  ufed  than  his 

*  Defert.  This  I  hope  will  ba  a  good  Example 
c  to  others,  to  learn  better  Manners;  and  not  to 

*  attempt  any  Thing  againft  the  Privilege  of  this 
'  High  Court  of  Parliament,  but  to  ftay  for  a  pro- 

*  per  Opportunity.  This  is  my  Opinion,  and  if  1 
'  err,  I  muft  refer  myfelf  to  the  Judgment  of  our 

*  Lord  Juilices,  here  prefent,  and  the  other  learned 
'  of  the  Laws/ 

Upon  which,  Sir  Edward  Montacute,  Lord 
Chief  Juftice,  very  gravely  gave  his  Opinion,  con- 
firming, by  divers  Reafons,  all  that  the  King  had 
faid ;  which  was  aflented  to  by  all  the  reft,  no  one 
fpeaking  to  the  contrary. 

In  this  Interval  of  Time,  affigned  by  the  Iaft 
Prorogation,  the  Face  of  Affairs  changed  greatly  in 
England's  and  the  profound  long  Peace  which  the 
Nation  had  for  many  Years  enjoyed,  gave  Way  to 
War  and  Bloodthed.  It  firft  broke  out  againft 
Scotland;  the  Grounds  and  Reafons  of  which  may 
be  feen  in  Hall  and  our  larger  Hiflorians.  Henry 
carried  his  Refentment  fo  high  againft  his  Nephew 
James*  as,  amongft  other  Demands,  to  revive  the 
Claim  of  Homage  and  Fealty,  as  due  to  him  out  of 
an  antient  Title  to  that  Crown. 

War   was  proclaimed  againft   Scotland  in  the    a  War  witk 
Month  of  Octobers  1542;  and  when  the  Parliament  Scotland  ana 
met  on  the  3d  of  Novembers  according  to  Proroga-  Fiancc» 
tion,  they  were  again  adjourned  to  the  2. 2d  Dav 
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KIngHenryVlil.  of  January  following.     In  this  fhort  Interval,  a 
War   with  France  was  alio  refolved  on ;  and,  in 
order  to  raife  Money  to  fupport  the  Expence  of  both, 
the  Parliament  was  fummon'd  to  meet,  at  the  Time 
appointed,  in  order  to  fit  to  do  Bufinefs. 
Anno  Regni  34,      In  the  Journals*  is  no  Opening  of  this  fecond 
At  w5ft3"  ft     Seffion  by  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Declaration,    as 
ufual.      And,    tho'   the  Houfes  continued   fitting 
from  the  Time  aforefaid,  to  the  12th  Day  of  May* 
yet  there  are  no  particular  Speeches,  or  Declarations, 
made  by  any  of  the  great  Officers  of  the  Crown,  to 
be  found  in  thole  Records.     On  which  laft  men- 
tioned Day,  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
and  again  prorogued  this  Parliament  to  the  3d  Day 
of  November  following.     - 

But,  tho'  there  are  no  Speeches  in  the  Journals* 
yet  the  Detail,  or  Catalogue  of  all  the  Statutes  made 
in  this  Seffion,  to  the  Number  of  forty-nine,  (tho' 
there  are  but  twenty  fix  given  in  the  Statute  Books) 
fhew,  that  a  good  deal  of  Bulinefs  was  done  in  it. 
Afts    fd  The  principal  Adt  that  pafled  both  Houfes,  had 

pa  s  '  the  Grant  of  another  Subiidy  from  the  Laity,  in- 
cluded in  it.  It  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the 
King,  in  three  Years,  after  this  Manner : 

'  They  who  were  in  Goods  worth  twenty  Shil- 
lings and  upwards  to  five  Pounds,  paid  Four-pence 
of  every  Pound  ;  from  five  Pi.-unds  to  ten  Pounds, 
Eight-pence  ;  from  ten  to  twenty  Pounds,  Sixteen- 
pence ;  from  twenty  and  upwards,  two  Shillings. 
All  Strangers,  as  well  Denizens  as  others  inhabit- 
ing here,  double  the  Sum  ;  Strangers  not  Inhabi- 
tants, that  were  fixreen  Years  old  and  upwards, 
paid  Four- pence  for  every  Hi  ad  or  Pole.  As  for 
Lands,  Fees  ana  Annuities,  every  Native  paid  Eight- 
pence  in  the  Pound  from  twenty  Shillings  to  five 
Pounds  j  from  five  Po  nds  to  ten  Pounds,  Sixteen- 
pence  ;  from  ten  Pounds  to  twenty  Pounds,  two 
Shillings  ;  fiom  twenty  Pounds  and  upwards  three 
Shillings  ;  Strangers  full  after  all  iheie  Rates 
doui  ing  the  Sum.  As  for  the  Clergy,  they 
gran  ed  a  Subsidy  of  fix  Shillings  in  the  Pound, 
to  be  paid  off  their  Benefices  in  Perpetuity,  in  three 

Years 
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Years  following ;  And  every  Prieft  having  no  Per"  ns  enry  • 
petuity,  but  an  annual  Stipend,  paid  yearly,  during 
the  faid  three  Years,  fix  Shillings  and  eight  Pence. 
Befides  which,  by  occafion  of  a  Dearth  of  Vict- 
uals, a  Sumptuary  Law  w^as  made,  whereby  the 
Mayor  and  ShcnfFs  of  London ,  as  a lfo  the  Serjeants 
and  Yeomen  of  their  Houfes,  were  limited  to  a 
certain  Number  of  Dimes :  They  were  alfo  for- 
bidden to  buy  certain  Kinds  of  Fowl.  Neverthe- 
ltfs,  in  regard  of  the  great  Confluence  of  Peopie  in 
this  Parliament-Time,  and  the  Scarcity  of  Fifli, 
the  King,  by  Proclamation,  difpenfed  with  eating  of 
White- Meats  in  Lent,  forbidding  yet  the  eating  of 
Flefh  fo  ftriclly,  that  Henty  Earl  of  Surrey,  with 
divers  Lords,  Knights  and  Gentlemen,  were  im- 
prifoned  for  offending  herein.' 

The  Preamble  to  the  above  Grant  fets  forth  '  the 

*  Expence  the  King  had  been  at  in  his  War  with  a  Subfidy, 

*  Scotland^  and  for  his  other  great  and  urgent  Occafi- 

*  ons.'  By  which  was  meant  the  War  with  France, 
which  broke  out,  in  earned,  the  next  Summer. 

Cranmer>  and  the  other  Reformers,  took  this  Op- 
portunity to  pufh  on  the  great  Affair  of  Reformation ; 
and,  tho'  it  was  much  oppofed  in  Parliament,  yet, 
Burnet  informs  us  that  his  Refolution  carried  it 
through,  tho' not  in  fo  clear  a  Method  as  he  propoied 
it ;  for theBill was  clogg'd withKmanyProvifos,  w  ich 
rendered  it  very  much  fhort  of  what  he  deilgned. 

The  T'itle  of  this  Bill  is,  An  Aft  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  true  Religion,  and  Abolijhment  of  the  contrary.  ^a  f°jReforma- 

t-u    xi  i  i     r      r    .1       c  t-l.  t   iv  -\  tion  of  Religion, 

1  he  Preamble  fets  forth,  '  That  many  feditiousana 

*  ignorant  People  had  abus'd  the  Liberty  granted 
4  them  for  reading  the   Bible  ;  and  great  Diverfity 

•*  of  Opinions,  Animofities,  Tumults,  and  Schifms, 
'  have  been  occafioned  by  perverting  the  Senfe  of  the 
'  Scripture.     To  retrieve  the  Mifchiefs  arifing  from 

*  thence,  it  is  cnadted,  that  a  certain    P'orm  of  or« 

*  thodox  Doctrine,  confonant  to  the  infpired  Writ- 
<  ing?,  and  the  Doclrine  of  the  Catholick  and  Apo- 
-  ftolick  Church,  (hall  be  fet  forth  as  a  Standard  of 
'  Belief  ;  that  Tindal's  falfe  Tranflation  of  the  Old 

*  and  New  Teftament,  and  all  other  Books  touch 

Vct.UI.  N  '  ins 
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KingHenryVIIl.  *  ing  Religion  in  the  Englifl)  Tongue,  contrary  to 
the  Articles  of  Faith,  or  that  Summary  of  Doc- 
trine pu-blifh'd  by  the  King  in  1540,  or  any  Time 
after  during  his  Majefty's  Reign,  mail  be  iupprefs'd, 
and  forbidden  to  be  read  in  the  King's  Dominions.* 
i  All  Printers  and  Bookfellers  are  prohibited  print- 
ing or  vending  any  of  the  faid  Books.  The  ex- 
pofing  the  Doctrine  of  the  Religion  eftablifhed,  in 
Plays  and  Ballads,  is  likevvife  prohibited  under  deep 
Forfeitures  and  Imprifonment.  All  Books  like- 
wife  impugning  the  Holy  Sacrament  of  the  Altar, 
or  maintaining  the  damnable  Opinions  of  the  A- 
nabaptifts,  are  prohibited  under  Forfeitures  and 
Fines.  The  reading  the  Bible  is  likewife  prohibit- 
ed, to  all  under  the  Degrees  of  Gentlemen  and 
Gentlewomen.'  After  this  follows  a  Provilb  of 
ibme  Liberty.  '  That  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  all 
Perfons  whatfoever,  to  read  or  teach  all  fuch  Doc- 
trine, as  is  or  fhall  be  fet  forth  by  his  Majefty, 
fince  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1540.  And  alio  the 
Pfalter,  Primer,  Pater- Nofter,  Ave,  and  Creed  in 
Englifl).  And  if  any  Spiritual  Perfon  fhall  preach 
or  maintain  any  Thing  contrary  to  the  Doctrines 
above-mentioned,  he  fhall  recant  for  his  fir  ft  Of- 
fence, abjure  for  his  fecond,  and  bear  a  Faggot  ; 
and  for  a  farther  Relapfe  fhall  be  adjudg'd  an  He- 
retick,  fuffer  the  Pains  of  Burning,  and  forfeit  all 
his  Goods  and  Chattels  (b). 
'  There  are  two  favourable  Provifos  upon  this  Acl" ; 
firft,  The  Chancellor  of  England,  Generals  and 
Officers  in  the  Field,  the  King's  Juftices,  the 
Recorders  of  a  City,  or  Town,  the  Speaker  of 
the  Parliament,  and  all  other  Officers,  Juftices 
and  Minifters,  which  have  been  accuftomcd  to  de- 
clare any  good  or  virtuous  Exhortations  in  any 
Aflemblies,  may  ufe  any  Part  of  the  Bible  as  they 
have  formerly  (V),  with  this  Limitation,  that  they 
did  not  raifeany  Difcourfe  contrarv  to  the  Doctrine 

(l>)  Satutesat  lanrc.     34  Hen.  VIII.     Chap.  I. 

(c;  To  underftand  ih"  Weaning  of  this  Provifo,  we  are  to  obferve, 
that  it  was  ufua!  for  the  Lo.d  Chancellor?,  Judges,    Recorders,  &c, 
\o  take  a  Text  for  their  Speeches  upon  pubiick    'ccafions,  —Of:.!/ 
there  are  numberlcfs  Inltauccs  in  the  foregoing  Sheet?. 
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S  fet  forth,  or  to  be  fet  forth   by  his  Highnefs.'  KingHcnryvm. 

By  another  Provifo,  it  is  enacted,  That  the  King 
might  alter  or  fet  aiide  the  Aft,  or  any  Part  of  it. 

*  Bifhop    Burnet   takes    Notice  of  another  Aft 

*  pafs'd  this  Parliament,  which  made  way  for  the 

*  Diflblution  of  Colleges,  Holpitals,  and  other 
<  Foundations  of  that  Nature.     The  Courtiers,  as 

*  he  continues,  had  been  praftifing  with  the  Prefi- 
y  dents  and  Governors  of  fome  of  thefe  Hou fes,  to 
'  refign  them  to  the  King.  The  Refignations  were 
1  penn'd  in  the  fame  Stile  with  the  Surrenders  of 
'  Monafteries.  Eight  of  thefe  Inftruments  were 
'  procur'd  and  inroll'd.     But  the  Progrefs  of  this 

"  Defign  was  check'd  by  the  local  Statutes  of  moil 

*  of  thefe  Foundations.'  For  by  thefe  Provifions  no 
Prefident,  or  any  other  Fellows,  could  make  any 
fuch  Deed  of  Alienation  without  the  Con  fen  tot  the 
whole  Society  :  But  fuch  an  unanimous  Concur- 
rence wasnoteafily  gain'd.  All  fuch  Statutes  were 
now  null'd,  and  none  for  the  future  to  be  fworn  to 
them  (d). 

We  (hall  not  trouble  our  Readers  with  the  good 
or  ill  Effects  of  the  French  or  Scotch  War,  fo  amply 
treated  on  by  our  more  general  Hutorians.  How  far 
the  Parliament  was  concerned  in  any  Thing  relative 
thereto,   is  fufficient  for  our  Defign. 

In  the  Year  1543,  Henry  thought  fit  to  takeanother 
Wife  ;  but  being  debarr'd,  as  it  were,  by  the  late  Act, 
from  marrying  a  Virgin,  for  no  Lady  was  willing  to 
run  the  Hazard  of  being  thought  otherways,  he  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  marry  the  Ladv  Catharine  Parr.  2*7  fTaT 
Widow  to  the  Lord  Latimer,  who  was  cfteem'd  a  mer's  Widow. 
Lady  of  great  Worth,  and,  being  not  over  voting, 
was  a  fit  Match  for  his  Bed.  Soon  after,  IVilUam 
Lord  Parr,  her  Brother,  was  made  Earl  of  EJJex, 
and  others  of  her  Relations  preferr'd.  In  fhort,  lays 
Lord  Herbert,  the  King  lived  apparently  welt  with 
her  for  the  molt  Part;  but,  adds  he,  all  this  feem'd 
nothing  to  him,  unlefs  he  parted  always  in  good 
Terms  with  his  Parliaments ;  for  he  accounted  a 
Parliament  his  moft  loyal  Spoufe;  and  not  without 
N2  Reafon, 

(<!)  Wjltry  cf  fhe  Reformation,  Vol.  I.  Pag.  314, 
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King  Henry  vni.  ^eaf°n»  for  ne  never  defired  any  Thing  of  them 
which  they  did  not  perform.  Some  more  Inftances 
of  which  we  meet  with  in  the  next  Seffion,  which 

Anno  Regn»35»began,  according  to  the  Journals,  January  the  14th, 

At  Weftnunfter:  without  any  Mention  made  of  an  Adjournment 
from  the  3d  of  February  laft,  to  that  Time  (e). 

We  meet  with  nothing  remarkable  in  the  Begin- 
ning or  Progrefsof  this  Seffion,  but  the  Bill  brought 
into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  foraltering  the  King's  Stile 

And  artumestheor  Title.  Henry  had  thought  fit,  fome  Time  before 

Tfie!0fdK*ING  tflis'  t0^ume  t0  himfelf  the  Title  of  King  of  Ire- 
land j  and  had  prevailed  upon  the  Parliament  there 
to  recognize  him  as  fuch.  And, now  being  laid  before 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  England,  they  alfo  pafs'd  it,and 
fent  it  down  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But,  on  the 
4ih  of  February,  a  Committee  was  fent  from  tho 
Lower  Houfe,  to  defire  a  Conference  with  the  Lords 
about  it.  The  Names  of  thefe  Commiflionerswere, 
Sir  Richard  Rich  Chancellor  of  the  Court  of  Aug- 
mentations ;  Sir  John  Baker,  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  Keeper  of  theRolls. 
The  Lords  readily  agreed  to  this,  and  appointed 
twelve  of  their  Hoife,  viz  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Lord  Ruff  el  Lord -Pri- 
vy Seal ;  the  Earls  of  Salisbury,  Effex,  Hertford ;  Vi- 
count  Lifle  ;  the  Bifhops  oUl'lncbcjler  and  Wejlmin- 
fler  j  the  Lords  St.  John  and  JViiothefley  ;  who 
were  to  meet  on  the  Morrow,  at  eight  o'Clock  in 
the  Morning,  with  a  Committee  of  the  fame  Num- 
ber, from  the  Commons,  in  the  Parliament- Cham- 
ber, to  conlult  together  about  this  B  finefs  (f). 

We 

(c)  In  December,  1543,  died  James  King  of  Sect/and,  King  Ferry's 
Nephew,  and  left  an  only  Daughter,  cail'd  Mary,  afterwards  Queen  of 
Scots.  Gieat  Pains  was  taken  by  Henry  to  bring  auout  a  Match  between 
this  young  Princels,  and  his  Son  Prince  Edward,  then  about  five 
Years  old,  in  order  to  unite  the  two  Kingooms  for  ever.  But  tho'  the. 
Parliament  of  Scotland  agreed  to  the  Match,  yet  it  prov*d  abortive  ii. 
the  End,  the  French  Politicks  at  that  Time  overweighing  xhcEngli/b. 
Speed  782.  Thereare  fome  Forms  of  the  Negotiitions  relating  to  tht; 
Match  preferved  in  Rymf.k's  Fad.  Ar,^.  Tom.  XIV.  Sub  bo:  Anno. 

(f)  There  arebut  eleven  of  the  Lords  named.  The  Copier  of  the 
Journals  nmkes  this  Remark,  That  the  Lord  Bujjel,  being  Privy- 
Seal  and  the  Lord  St.  'John,  Chamberlain  of  the  Houfhold,  wer<: 
this  L}uy,  abfent  from  the  Houfe  ;  and  yet,  they  were  unpointed 
C'ommiiliv  ;>ners  for  this  Confeiente,      y^i/ad  notandum,    for  at   this 
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We  are  not  told,  by  the  Journal,  what  was  done,  JUt  cnty. 
or  faid,  at  this  Conference  ;  but,  that  the  next  Day, 
the  Bill  for  altering  the  King's  Stile  was  fent  from 
the  Commons  ;  and  the  Clerk  takes  Notice  that 
it  mull  be  a  new  Bill,  probably,  agreed  upon  by 
the  Commiffioners,  fince  it  was  read,  again,  and 
pafTed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  as  fuch.  It  was  or- 
dained by  this  Aft,  that  the  King's  Stile  of  King  of 
England,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of 
the  Faith  ;  and,  of  the  Church  ^England,  and, 
alfo,  o/'Ireland,  in  Earth,  the  Supreme  Head, 
fhall  be  united  and  annexed  for  ever,  unto  the  Im- 
perial Crown  of  this  Realm  of  England  (g).  By 
this  Aft,  alio,  it  was  declared,  where  and  before 
whom,  Treafons  committed  out  of  the  Realm 
mould  be  tried. 

On  the  7th  Day  of  February ,  another  Ad,  of 
ftill  more  publick  Concern  than  the  former,  was 
brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  read  a  fir  ft 
Time.  This  was  to  fettle  the  SuccelTion  to  the 
Crown,  after  the  Demife  of  the  King  j  whereby 
the  Princefs  Mary,  Daughter  to  Katharine  his  firit 
Queen,  was  declared  legitimate,  and  put  under  a 
Poflibility  of  fucceeding  to  the  Throne.  And,  the 
whole  Bufinefs  was  fettled  amongit  his  Children,  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  as  far  as  by  our  Laws  a  King  is 
warranted,  that  all  Caufe  of  Competition  was 
taken  away  by  it.  The  Acl  paffed  both  Houfes  on 
the  1 6th,  without  any  Oppofition,  as  we  fuppofe  ; 
and  fince  Bifhop  Burnet  hath  abridged  it,  we  think 
it  worthy  of  a  Place  in  thefe  Enquiries. 

The  Act  contains,  '  That  the  King  being  now  Aft  for  fettl:ng 
'  to  pafs  the  Seas,  to  make  War  upon  his  ancient the  Succeflionto 
*  Enemy  ihe  French  King,  and  being  defirous  to       Cnswn* 

Vol.    III..  O  «  fettle 

Day,  mix.  Tempore  Jacobi,  and  in  the  Time  of  the  late  Queen  E- 
Ihabctb,  of  famous  Memory,  by  the  Order  and  Cuftom  of  the  Houfe, 
none  may  be  made  a  Commiffioner,  in  any  Bill,  who  is  not  prefentat 
fiicn  a  Nomination  :  Exc-pt  the  Matter  of  the  Bill  do  concern  foms 
Office,  or  fpecial  Occafi,,n,  wherein  fuch  abfent  Perfon    is  employed. 

(g)  Rapin  and  his  Annotator,  are  both  guilty  of  a  Miftake,  in 
affertiug,  that  the  Title  of  King  cf  Ireland  was  confirmee'  in  the  33d 
Year  of  his  Reign.    Vide  lliji.  of  England,  Vel,  I.  p.  831.  N.  II  • 
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RingHenryViil. 4  fettle  the  Succeflion  to  the  Crown  ;  it  is  enabled 
'  that  in  Default  of  Heirs  of  Prince  Edward's  Body* 
'  or  of  Heirs  by  the  King's  prefent  Marriage,  the 

*  Crown  (hall  go  to  the  Lady  Mary,  the  King's 
*■  elded  Daughter :  And  in  Default  of  Heirs  of 
4  her  Body,  or  if  (he  do  not  obferve  fuch  Limita- 

*  tions  or  Conditions   as  fhall  be  declared  by  the 

*  King's  Letters  Patents  under  his  Great  Seal,   or 

*  by  his  lair.  Will  under  his  Hand,  it  fhall  next  fall 
'  to  the  Lady  Elizabeth,  and  her  Heirs ;  or  if  (he 

*  have  none,  or  fhall  not  keep  the  Conditions  de- 
'  dared  by  the  King,  it  fhall  fall  to  any  other  that 
'  fhall  be  declared  by  the  King's  Letters  Patents, 
'  or  his  laft  Will  figned  with   his  Hand.     There 

*  was  alfoan  Oath  devifed,  inftead  of  thofe  former- 

*  ly  fworn,  both  againft  the  Pope's  Supremacy,  and 

*  for  maintaining  the  Succeflion  in  all  Points  ac- 

*  cording  to  this  Act :  Which,  whofoever  refufed 

*  to  take,  was  to  be  adjudged  a  Traitor  ;  and  who- 

*  foever  fhould,  either  in  Words,  or  by  Writing, 

*  fay  any  Thing   contrary  to  this  A£t,  or  to  the 

*  Peril  and  Slander  of  the  King's  Heirs,  limited  in 

*  the  Act,  was  to  be  adjudged  a  Traitor.*  This  was 
done,  no  doubt,  upon  a  fecret  Article  of  the  Treaty 
with  the  Emperor  ;  and  did  put  new  Life  into  the 
Popifh  Party,  all  whofe  Hopes  depended  on  the  Lady 
Mary.  But  how  much  this  leflened  the  Preroga- 
tive, and  the  Right  of  Succeflion,  will  be  ealily 
difcerned  ;  the  King  in  this  effecting  an  unufual 
Extent  of  his  own  Power,  though  with  the  Diminu- 
tion of  the  Rights  of  his  Succeflbrs.' 

March  the  29th,  when  the  whole  Bufinefs  of  this 
Seflion  was  expedited ;  the  Lords,  in  their  Parlia- 
ment-Robes, and  the  whole  Houfe  of  Commons, 
with  their  Speaker,  all  waiting  the  King's  coming 
to  put  an  End  to  it ;  the  Duke  of  hlorfclky 
Lord  Treafurer,  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  was  then  on  his  Death-Bed,  ac- 
quainted  the  Houfe,  *  That    the  King  was  pre- 

*  vented  from  coming  to  them,  by   lome  urgent 
'  Bufinefs  that  required    Dilpatch  ;  but,  that  his 

•  Majefty,  confidcring  how  long  this  Seflion  had 

«  lafte* 
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*  Iafted,  and  that  none  had  abfented  from  it,    with  KiiigHenryVitt, 

*  the  Expence  that  muft  attend  fuch  a  Stay.  Like- 
1  wife,  the  great  Labour  and  Pains  they  had  taken 
'  in  framing  a  Set  of  new  Laws,  which  his  Majefty 
'  had  carefully  perufed.     Therefore,  he  had,  firft, 

'  commanded  him  to  acquaint  them,  in  his  Maje-  Other  A£b  Paf- 
c  fty's  Name,  that  he  fmcerely  thought  them  no  fed  byCommiiii* 
4  lefs  good  Subjects  to  him  than  ufeful  ones  to  the  on* 

*  Republic.  That  .his  Majefty  had,  alfo,  com- 
c  manded  him  to  praife  their  ftudious  and  honeft 
'  Intentions  ;    not  doubting,  but  that  their  Prac- 

*  tice  and  his  Love  to  them  for  it  would  ever  con- 
'  tinue.     Laftly,  the  Duke  faid,  he,   an  humble 

*  Subject,  was  commanded  to  tell  them  in  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  Name,   that  to  all   the  Bills  which    they 

*  had  got  ready,  he  would  give  his  Royal  Aflent. 
'  Adding,  that  his  molt  Serene  Highnefs  had  not 
'  done  this, only,  by  his  Mouth,  but  had  alfo  fent 
4  his  Letters  Patents  to  confirm  it.' 

After  which,  follows  a  Copy,  in  EngUfh,  of  the 
Letters  Patents,  wherein  is  recited  the  Tides  of  all 
the  Bills  that  were  to  be  by  the  Royal  Aflent  palled 
into  Statutes.  Which  being  read  by  the  Clerk  of 
Parliament,  the  whole  Aflembly,  fays  the  Journal* 
burft  out  into  loud  Praifes  and  Encomiums  on  their 
good  King,  who  thought  his  Subjects  worthy  of  fuch 
good  Laws.  Then  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  proceed- 
ed to  tell  them,  *  That  now  they  were  all  fenfible 
in  what  good  Part  his  Majefty  had  taken  their  La- 
bours, by  condefcending  to  give  his  Royal  Aflent 
to  all  and  lingular  their  Bills,  none  but  one,  relat- 
ing to  the  Referving  of  Tenures*  excepted  ;  which 
was  then  ordered  to  be  cancelled.  The  Duke, 
laftly,  told  them,  •  That  his  Majefty  thought  this 
4  a  fit  If  not  a  neceflary  Opportunity,  that  every 
'  one  ofthemfhould  return  to  their  own  Homes. 

*  The  Wars  now  breaking  out  on  every  Side,  and 

*  his   Majefty    intending  this  Summer,  by    God's 

*  Grace,  to  aflert  his  juft  Right  to  his   Patrimony 
'  in  France,   their  longer  Stay  might  be  a  Hindrance 

*  to  hisPreparation;    he  had  therefore  granted  his 
.*  Letters  Patents  to  commiflion  certain  Lords  to 

O  2  *  diflblve 
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KmgHenry  virx.  *  dilfolve  this  Parliament  ;    which,  after   reading 
'  of  the  laidCommhTion,  was  difiblved  accordingly.' 
Mr.  Collier  informs  us,  That  during  this  SefTion 
Sir  John  Gojiwick,  Knight    of  the   Shire  for  the 
County  of  Bedford,  made  a  Speech  in    the  Houfe, 
againft  Archbifhop  Cranmer ;  charging  him  with  en- 
couraging novel  Opinions,  and  that  his  Family  was 
a  NurleryofHerefy  and  Sedition.     Bifhop  Gardiner 
was  fuppofed  to  be  the  chief  Promoter  in  thisBufinefs. 
This  Speech  of  Gojiwick' s  being  of  the  Nature  of 
an  Impeachment,  ieveral  Lords  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil moved  the  King,  that  fince  Cranmer   lay  under 
an  Imputation  of  fo  high  a  Nature,  he  might  be 
di unified    from  the  Board,  and  committed  to  the 
Tower,  'till  Inquiry  was  made  into  the  Truth   of 
what  was  commonly  reported.     For,  they  faid,  the 
admitting  the  Archbifhop    to   the   Privy  Council 
would  difcourage    Informations.     But,   the  King, 
adds  our  Author,  happening  to  penetrate  into  the 
Matter,  found  that  there  was  more  Art  than  Truth 
in  their  Clamours  againft  Cranmer,  and  therefore 
difmifled  the  Bufinels. 

In  the  Journals  are  the  Titles  of  twenty- five 
publickand  private  Acts  ;  in  the  Statute- Books, 
only  eighteen.  An  AbftracT:  of  the  mod  material, 
are  given    by  Lord  Herbert,    as  follows  : 

'  That  no  Perfon  mould  be  put  to  his  Trial  upon 
any   Accufation  concerning   any  of  the  Offences 
comprized  in  the  Statute  of  the  Six  Articles  31  Hen. 
8.    14.  but  only  upon  luch  as  fhall  be  made  by  the 
Oath  of  twelve  Men  before  Commiflioners  authoril- 
ed  :  And  the  Presentment  fhall  be  made  within  one 
Year  after  the  Offence  committed.     That  no  Per- 
fon fh;,ll  be  arretted  or  commuted  to  Ward  for  any 
fuch  Oflence  before  he  be  indicted.     That  if  any 
Preacher   or  Reader  fhall  fpeak  eny  Thing,  in  his 
Sermon  or  Reading,  contrary  to  any    Matter  con- 
tained in  the  Six  Articles,  he  fhall  beaccuied  or  in- 
dicted thereof  within  forty  Days,  or  elfe  fhall  be  dif- 
charged  of  the  laid  Offence.      And  this  alio  qualifi- 
ed a  liule  the  Punifhment  of  the  Six  Articles. 

*  That 
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*  That  the  Lords  and  Commons  (hall  remit  un-  KingJfcmyViii. 
to  the  King,  all  fuch  Sums  of  Money  as  he  had  bor- 
rowed of  them  fince  the  fir  ft  of  January,  Anno  33. 
of  his  Reign. 

1  That  certain  Tenures  (hall  be  referved,  at  the 
King's  Pieafure,  upon  Houfes'and  Lands,  being 
fometimes  Abbey  Lands,  under  Forty  Shillings  a 
Year.  w 

'  That  all  Perfons  which  have  any  Houfes, 
Lands,  Gardens,  and  other  Grounds  in  the  Town 
of  Cambridge,  adjoining  upon  every  High -Way, 
Street,  or  Lane,  in  his  own  Right,  or  the  Right  of 
his  Wife,  &c.  fhall  caufe  the  fame  to  be  paved 
with  paving  Stone  unto  the  Middle  of  the  fame 
Ways,  and  in  Length  as  their  Grounds  do  extend  ; 
and  fo  fhall,  from  Time  to  Time,  maintain  them, 
upon  Pain  to  forfeit  Six- Pence  for  every  Yard  fquare 
not  fuffic;ently  paved,  to  the  King  and  Informer, 
And  had  this  Statute  extended  to  the  other  Cities 
and  great  Towns  of  England,  it  would  have  been 
much  to  the  Beauty  of  them,  and  Commodity  of 
PaiTengers. 

1  That  the  King  fhall  have  Authority,  during  his 
Life,  to  name  two  and  thirty  Perfons ;  viz.  lixteen 
Spiritual,  and  fixteen  Temporal,  to  examine  all 
Canons,  Conftitutions,  and  Ordinances  Provincial 
and  Synodal,  and  to  eftabliih  all  fuch  Laws  Ecclc- 
fiaftical  as  (hall  be  thought,  by  the  King  and  them, 
convenient  to  be  ufed  in  all  Spiritual  Courts.  But 
this,  it  feems,  expired  with  the  King's  Life  {h). 

'  An  Ordinance  alfo  (never  fufficiently  to  be  com- 
mended) was  made  for  Prefervation  of  Woods, 
which  being  too  long  and  particular  to  reheaile,  I 
fhall  defire  the  Reader  to  perufe  in  his  Place :  There 
being  no  Law  either  more  ufeful  to  this  Kingdom, 
in  regard  of  our  Navy  and  otherwife,  or  whereof 
rhe  Infraction  can  with  more  Difficulty  be  repaired  ; 
fo  many  Years,  if  not  Ages,  being  required  before 
O   3  they 

(h)  It  appears  by  the  Journals,  that  this  Bill-was  readfour  Times 
in  the  Houle  of  Lords,  between  the  19th  and  the  24th  of  January. 
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HingHenryViil.  they  can  come  to  that  Growth,  which  any  rafh 
Hand  may  cut  down  in  a  very  fhort  Space.' 

Levies  and  Preparations  were  now  made  to  carry 
on  the  War,  both  againlt  France  and  Scotland  j  and, 
over  the  latter  Kingdom  Henry's  Army  gained 
great  Advantages,  by  the  taking  and  burning  of  Ed' 
inburgh,  and  other  Towns  in  that  Neighbourhood. 
Nor  was  he  lefs  felicitous  about  France,  having 
tranfported  an  Army  of  30,000  Men  to  Calais,  and 
actually,  went  over  to  conduct  the  War  in  Ferlbn. 

Lord  Herbert,  and  the  larger  Englijh  Hiftorians, 
may  be  confulted  for  a  particular  Account  of  thefe 
Wars.  Whatever  the  Succels  was,  it  may  well 
feem  not  to  be  worth  the  Expence,  when  the  King's 
Neceflities  drove  him  to  very  mean  Ways  to  raile 
Money  for  carrying  it  on.  For,  though  he  had 
much  enriched  himlelf  with  the  Revenues  of  the 
fupprefs'd  Abbies  ;  and,  belides,  had  great  Subfidies 
and  Loans  from  his  Subjects  j  yet,  Fortifications, 
Shipping,  and  other  Proviiions  had  exh.auft.ed  his 
Treafure.  Add  to  this,  he  found  out  that  his  crafty 
Neighbours  had  well  nigh  drained  his  Kingdom  of 
the  current  Money,  whilft  they  made  great  Advan- 
tage of  it  in  their  o,vn.  To  remedy  which  Evil, 
the  King  both  enhaunced  our  Gold  from  forty-five 
Shillings  to  forty- eight  an  Ounce;  and  Silver,  from 
three  Shillings  and  nine  Pence  to  four  Shillings* 
M         . ,. .    He,  likewife,  caufed  fome  new.-coined  bafe  Money 

Mcney  rais  d  by         ,  ,    '  ,  ,  .  ,  J. 

a  Benevolence/  t0  he  made  current,  though  not  without  much 
for  carrying  on  Murmuring.  He  had  borrowed,  alfo,  divers  Sums 
the  War.  of  Money,  of  different  People,  giving  them  Privy 

Seals  for  their  Security.  But,  all  not  fupplying  the 
vaft  Expence  of  the  War,  Henry  let  on  Foot  the 
old  Practice  of  railing  Money  by  a  Benevolence  5 
and,  in  the  Year  1544,  he  appointed  Commiflioners 
to  collect  it,  beginning  at  London  with  the  Lord- 
Mayor  and  Aldermen.  It  is  remarkable,  that,  a- 
mongit  thofe  Magistrates,  there  was  one,  called 
Read,  that  refufed  to  pay  his  Share.  On  which  he 
was  feized  and  fent  to  ferve  in  the  War  againlt  the 
Scots  ;  where  in  the  Battle  at  Ancram,  the  nexi 
Spring,  he  was  fhin.    Many  excufed  themfel yea, 
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alfo,  by  their  Penury ;  in  regard  the  King  had  taken  KingHenryVUl. 
up  fo  much  Corn  from  them,  this  Year,  for  his  Ufe, 
and,  not,  as  yet,  paying  for  it  ;  fo  that,  in  Effect, 
this  Benevolence  raifednotfo  much  Money  as  Hen- 
ry expe&ed,  and  what  was  collected  came  with 
much  Grudging  (i). 

All  thefe  Ways  and  Means,  not  anfwering  the 
intended  Purpofe,  Henry  had  Recourle  to  his  old 
Friends  the  Parliament,  who,  in  the  Courfeof  his 
whole  Reign,  never  -refufed  him  any  Thing  he  ask- 
ed of  them.    Accordingly,  Writs  were  fent  out  for 

a  Par- 


(/)  A  Benevolence  granted  to  the  King  by  the  Subjects,  upon 
Commiflion  to  all  the  Counties.  36  Henry  VIII.  Anno  1544* 
Taken  from  Strype's  Appendix  of  Records,  No.  CX1X.  in  his 
Ecclef.    Mem.  Vol.  I. 
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K!nsHcnryVIrI- a  Parliament  to  meet  at  Weflminfter,  on   the  23d 
AnnoRegni  37.  Day  of  November,  in  the  37  th  Year  of  his  Reign. 
s&6-  The  CleTks  have,  again,  neglected   to  infert  the 

initiating  Speeches  and  Ceremonies,  at  the  opening 
of  this  Parliament,  in  the  Journal  ;  and  we  meet 
with  nothing  more  than  the  Names  of  the  Peers,  and 
the  Receivers  and  Tryers  of  Petitions. 

November  the  27th.  A  Bill  was  brought  into  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  for  the  abolifhing  of  Herefies,  and 
of  fome  Books  tainted  with  falfe  Opinions.  It  was 
read  a  firft  Time,  and  committed  to  the  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Pawlet,  Grand  Mailer  of 
the  Houfhold  ;  the  Earls  of  Hertford  and  Shrewf- 
bury ;  the  Rifhops  of  Ely,  Sarum  and  Worcejler  ; 
the  Lords  De  la  Ware,  Morley  and  Ferrers,  for  Ex- 
amination. 

This  was  a  good  Eeginning,  but  it  ferved,  only, 

as  introductory  to  worfe  Matters ;  for  on  the  14th 

of  December,  a  Bill  was  brought  up  to  the  Houfe  of 

Lords,  from  the  Commons,  by  Sir  Thomas  Cheney, 

an  Aft  'for  the  Treafurer  °f tne  Houfhold,  and  others  of  the  princi- 

Dimiutionofaii  pal  Members  of  that   Houfe,  for  granting  a  Subfi- 

Coikges,  Hofpi-  jy  to  his  Majefty.     And  the  next  Day,  another  Bill 

'  was  read  a   firft  Time,  for    the  Diilblution  of  all 

Colleges,   Chantries,  Hofpitals,  Free  Chapels,  tiff. 

Which  two  Bills  pa  fled  both  Houfes,  without  any 

Oppofition. 

The  Sabfidy"  was  two  Shillings  and  eight  Pence 
in  the  Pound  on  Goods,  and  four  Shillings  in  the 
Pound  on  Land,  to  be  all  paid  within  two  Years. 
The  Clergy  alio  granted  fix  Shillings  in  the  Pound, 
which  was  afterwaids  confirmed,  as  the  Cuftom 
then  begun,  by   the  whole  Parliament. 

But  the  Bill  for  the  Diflolution  of  Colleges,  &c. 
made  much  more  Noife  in  the  World  ;  and  as  Lord 
Herbert  well  obferves,  nothing  could  be  pleaded  in 
Excufe  for  it  but  the  King's  Neceflities,  which  e- 
verv  Man  muft  think  violent,  when,  adds  he,  they 
retrenched  upon  the  reverend  Foundations  of  Col- 
l:  cs,  Free-Chapels,  Chantries",  Hofpitals,  Fraterni- 
ties, Brotherhoods,  Guilds,  and  Stipendiary  Priefts, 
which  had  Continuance  in  Perpetuity.     Together 

with 
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with  all  their  Manors,  Lands,  and  Hereditaments,  King  HcnryVIH. 
which  were  now  committed  to  the  King's  Difpofal;  _ 
and  that  they  mould  be  in  the  Order  and  Survey  of 
the  Court  of  Augmentations ;  the  Right  to  others 
yet  faved,  and  feveral  Provifions  yet  made.  The 
Motive  for  bringing  in  this  Bill  was  alledged  to  be 
the  King's  great  Charges  in  his  Wars  with  France 
and  Scotland ;  as,  alfo,  the  Abufes  of  the  Rulers 
and  Governours  of  the  faid  Colleges,  &c.  Upon 
which  and  the  King's  folemn  Promife  to  the  Par- 
liament, that  all  fhould  be  done  to  the  Glory  of  God, 
and  common  Profit  of  the  Realm ;  the  Bill  was 
pafled  (*). 

By  this  it  appears  how  liberal  the  Parliament  was 
in  giving  away  other  Men's  Goods  ;  and  it  may  be 
realbnably  believed,  that  in  diflblving  and  giving 
up  the  Chantries,  &c.  they  would,  if  it  had  been 
required,  have  given  up  the  Churches  alfo,  where 
they  were  founded. 

.  There  are  no  lefs  than  thirty- two  Titles  of  Acts, 
paffed  in  this  Parliament,  in  the  Journals  ;  the 
Statute  Books  give  us  only  twenty-five.  The  o- 
ther  Bills,  of  any  Significancy,  which  were  pafled 
into  Statutes,  this  Seflion,  are  thefe  ; 

*  An  Act,  how  Offenders  in  Ufury  fhould  be  pu-  0ther  Aft^ 
r.ifhed  ;    and  a  certain  Proportion  of  Ten  in  the 
Hundred  was  limited.     Which  yet,  had  it    been 

lower,  would  have  made  Lands  more  valuable, 
Merchandize  and  Victuals  cheaper,  and  adventur- 
ing by  Sea  more  frequent :  That  lazy  Way  of 
Thriving  being  more  oppofite  than  any  Thing 
elfe  to  that  Induftry,  by  which  all  Kingdoms  fub- 
fift  and  flourifh. 

*  That  where  a  full  Jury  did  not  appear,  a  Tales 
might  be  granted  de  Circumflantibus :  And  this  was 
much  for  the  Expedition  of  Juftice. 

'  That  whereas  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land,  Lord  Treafurer,  Lord  Prefident  of  the  King's 
Council,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  the  two  Chief  Ju- 

ftices, 

(k)  Ken  net,  Vol.  II.     P.  253. 
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KlneHenryVW.  ft>c<-s,  or  five,  four,   or  three  of  them  fhould  have 

'  Power  by  their  Difcretions  to  fet  the  Prices  of  all 

Kind  of  Wines,  as  by  the  Act  28  Hen.  8.  14.  ap- 

peareth  :  The  Time  was  now  fpecified  to  be  be- 
twixt the  zoth  of  November  and  laft  of  December  : 
And  that  if  any  Wine-Seller  mould  fell  his  Wine, 
in  Grofs,  at  any  other  Price,  that  the  Mayor,  Bailiffs, 
Aldermen,  &c.  may  enter  into  his  Houfe,  and  fell 
it  according  to  the  Rate  fet  down.' 

4  By  another  Adt  threefcore  and  ten  Mannors  are 
aflur'd  to  the  Crown  belonging  to  the  A.chbifhop- 
rick  of  Fork.  The  Act.  mentions,  Archb'lhop  Hol- 
gate  had  fold  and  conve)  'd  all  thele  Manners  to  the 
King  the  Year  before.  It  is  did  Holgate  had  leve- 
ral  Lands,  Tenements,  and  oilier  hereditaments, 
in  Exchange,  but  not  fo  mueh  as  one  Mannoi  ig 
mentioned.  Mr.  Colter  obierves  the  Church  in  this 
Reign,  the  next,  and  Q_.een  Elizabeth's,  made  ge- 
nerally ill  Bargains  with  the  Crown,  and  bartc.'d 
at  Glaucus's  Difadvantage.  But  then  as  befe 
Princes  bought  very  cheap  of  the  Prelates,  they  told 
with  the  fame  Franknefs  to  their  Favourites. 

'  By  this  S'atutei1'  appears,  Cranmer  had  convey- 
ed about  a. Dozen  Mannors  and  Park*  to  the  Crown, 
which  Sales  are  row  confirm'a.  Bonner  Bifhop  of 
London,  hid  hkewiiefola,  given,  and  granted  to  die 
King,  the  Manners  of  Chelmsford  and  Craundon, 
with  all;  heir  Appurtenances.  This  Mannor  and 
Park  ol  Craundon.  the  King  had  granted  to  Sir 
William  Petre.  The  King's  Title  and  Sir  IViUi- 
4tn\  are  iecur'd  by  this  Statute  Farther  -,  Doctors 
ofCv.l  La w,  whether  marned  or  unmarried,  are 
enanled  toexercife  ail  Manner  of  Eccleiiaftical  Ju- 
risdiction, and  r.  11  Cenlures  and  o^rcion  appertain- 
ing, or  any  way  belonging  to  the  fame.  This  Sta- 
tus lets  torth,  tha  Archbifhcps,  B.ihops,  Archdea- 
cons, and  n!  ei  Eccleiiaftical  Pcrfons,  h-ve  no  Man- 
ner of  junuiction  Ecclefiaftical,  but  ny,  under, 
and  from  his  Rcyal  Majefty  And  that  his  Majefty 
is  the  only  undoubted  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church 
of  England  and  Ire' a  ./f,  10  whom  by  Holy  Scripture, 
all  Authority  and  Power  is  wholly  given,    to  btur 

and 
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and  determine   all  Manner  of  Caufes  Ecclefiaftical,KingHenryvm, 
and  to  correct  Vice  and  Sin  whatfoever,  and  to  all 
fuch  Perfons  as  his  Majefty  mall  appoint  thereunto. 

•  Laftly,  a  Bill  palled  for  the  Union  of  two 
Churches  not  above  a  Mile  diftant,  provided  the 
yearly  Value  did  not  exceed  fix  Pounds  in  the 
King's  Boob.  But  here  there  is  a  Provifo,  that 
no  Union  or  Confolidaticn  fhould  be  made  in  any 
City  or  Town  Corporate,  without  the  Confent  of 
the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and  Commonalty.' 

The  Parliament  continued  to  fit  'till  Chriflmas- 
Eve,  when  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe,  palled 
Bills,  and  prorogued  it  to  the  4th  Day  olNovembery 
in  the  next  Year.  This  is  all  that  is  entered  in  the 
'Journals  j  but  Hiftorians  are  not  fo  filent,  for  we 
are  told,  that  after  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons had  made  an  elegant  Oration,  on  prefenting 
the  Bills  to  the  King,  His  Majefty,  in  Perfon, 
made  the  enfuing  Anfwer.  Which,  fays  the  noble 
Hiftorian,  is  the  more  memorable,  fince  it  was  both 
full  of  good  Intention  and  Advice,  and  the  laft  he 
ever  fpoke  in  that  Place.  And,  we  may  add  the 
firft  too,  fince  we  have  not  met  with  any  Speech 
hitherto,  that  was  fpoke  by  this  King  in  Parlia- 
ment (/). 

J  Lt hough  my  Chancellor  for  the  Time  being,  hath    The  King's 
p"   before  this  Time  ufed  very  eloquently  andfubfian-  sPeech  a*  p«»- 
tlally  to  make  Anfwer  to  fuch  Orations,  as  hath  been T^Ecnt. 
forth  in  this  High  Court  of  Parliament  ;  yet  is  he  not  fo 
able  to  open  and  fet  forth  my  Mind  and  Meaning,  and 
the  Scci  ets  of  my  Heart  in  fo  plain  and  ample  a  Man- 
ner, as  1  my f elf  am,  and  can  do.     Wherefore,  I  taking 
upon  me  to  anfwer  your  eloquent  Oration,  Mr.  Speaker, 
fav  that  where  you,  in  the  Name  of  our  beloved  Com- 
mons, have  both  praifed  and  extolled  me,  for   the  not- 
able Quality  that  you  have  conceived  to  be  in  me,  I 

mofi 

f /)  This  Speech  is  in  HaWs  Chronicle,  whe  very  probably  hear* 
t,  for  he  fays,  it  is  as  near  taken  as  he  is  able  to  report  it.  Fit. 
ZCLXI. 

Bi'hi  p  Burnet  fays,  that  he  cannot  lufficiently  wonder  that  no  En- 
try is  made  in  the  Journals,  of  th<  Houfe  of  Lords,  of  this  Speech  ; 
yet  it  is  m  t  to  be  doubtea  but  Hertrf  made  it,  fince,  adds  he,  it  was 
^ubiiftied  by  Hall  loon   after. 
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KingHenryVlH.  mofi  heartily  thank  you  all,  that  you  have  put  me  in 
Remembrance  oftny  Duty  ;    which  is,  to  endeavour 
my  [elf  to  obtain,  and  get  fuch  excellent  Qualities  and 
neceffary  Virtues,  as  a  Prince  or  Governor  Jhould,  and 
ought  to  have  ;  of  which  Gifts  I  recognize  myfelf  both 
bare  and    barren  ;     but  of  fuch  fmall  Qualities  as 
God  hath  endowed  me  withal,    I  render  to  his  Good- 
nefs  my  mofi  humble  Thanks,  intending  with  all  my 
IVit  and  Diligence,  to  get  and  acquire  to  me  fuch  not- 
able Virtues,  and  princely  Qualities,  as  you  havealledg- 
edto  be  incorporated  in  my  Perfon.     Thefe  Thanks  for 
your  loving  Admonition  and  good  Counfelfirfl  remevi- 
bred,  I eftfoons  thank  you  again,  becaufe  that  you  con- 
fidering  our  great  Charge,  not  for  our  Pleafure,  but 
for  our  Defence  ;  not  for  our  Gain,  but  to  our  great 
Cofl,  which  ive  have  lately  fuflained  ;  as  well  in  De- 
fence of  your  and  cur  Enemies,  as  for  the  Conquefl  of 
that  Fortrefs,  zvhich  was  to  tf)is  Realm  mofi  difpleaf- 
ant  and  noifome,    and  /hall  be,  by  God's  Grace,  here- 
after to  our  Nation  mofi  profitable  and  pleafant ;  have 
freely  of  your  own  Minds  granted  to  us  a  certain  Sub- 
jidy  here  in  an  Aft  fpecified,  zvhich,  verily,  we  take  in 
good  Part,  regarding  more  your  Kindnefs,  than   the 
Profit  thereof;  as  he  that  fetteth  more  by  your  loving 
Hearts  than  by  you*-  Sub/lance.     Befides    this  hearty 
Kindnefi ,  /  cannot  a  little  rejoice,  when  I  confider  the 
perfeft  Trujl  and  Confidence  which  you  have  put  in 
me,  as  Men  having  undoubted  Hope,   and  unfained 
Belief  in  my  good  Doings,  andjujl  Proceedings  for  you  j 
who  without  my  Defer e  or  Requcjl,  have  committed  to 
mine  Order  and  Dijpofition,    all  Chantries,  Colleges, 
Hcfpitah,  and  other  Places /pecifed  in  a  certain  Aft, 
firmly  trufling  that    I  will  order  them  to  the  Glory  if 
God,  and  the  Profit  of  the  Commonwealth.     Surely, 
if  I,  contrary  to  your  Expectation,  fkould fuffer  the  Mi- 
?iijlers  cf  the  Church  to  decay  ;  or  Learning,  which  is 
fo  great  a  Jeive!,  to  be  minijhed  ;  or  poor  and  miferable 
to  be  unrelieved; you  might  fay,  that  1 being  put  in  fofpe- 
ciala  Trufi,  as  lam  in  this  Cafe,  were  no  trufly  Friend 
to  you,  nor  charitable  to  mine,  'nor  even  a  Chriftian, 
neither  a  Lover  of  the  public  k  Wealth,  nor  yet  one  that . 
feared  God,  to  whom  Account  mufl  be  rendered  of  all 

1ft* 
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sur  Doings.     Doubt  not,  I  pray  you,  but  your  Ex-  KingHenryVlu. 
peclation  /ball  be  ferved more  godly  and  goodly,  than  you 
will  wijh  or  defire,  as  hereafter  you  Jhatl  plainly  per- 
ceive (m).     Now,  fince  I  find  Jucb  Kindnefs  en  your 
Part  towards  me,  I  cannot  chuje  but  love  and  favour 
you  ;  affirming,  that  no  Prince  in  the  World  more  fa- 
vour eth  his  Subjecls  than  I  do  you,  nor  no  Subjecls  or 
Commons  more  loved  and  obeyed  their  Sovereign  Lord, 
than  I  perceive  you  do  me ;  for  whofe  Defence  my  Trea- 
furejhallnot  be  hidden,  nor  if  Neceffity  require,  my 
Perfon  Jhall  not  be  unadventured.     Yet,  although  I 
wifoyou,  and  you  wifj  me  to  be  in  this  perfeel  Love 
and  Concord ;  this  friendly  Entity  cannot  continue,  ex- 
cept both  you  my  Lords  'Temporal  and  my  Lords  Spi- 
ritual,   and  you   my  loving  Subjecls,  Jludy  and  take 
Pains  to  amend  one  thing,  which  furely  is  amifs,  and 
far  out  of  Order,  to  which  lmofl  heartily  require  you, 
which  is,  that  Charity  andoConcord  is  not  among  you, 
but  Diforder  and  Diffention  beareth  Rule  in  every 
Place.     Saint  Paul  faith  to  the  Corinthians,  in  the 
i\,  Ch.  Charity  is  gentle,  Charity  is  not  envious. 
Charity  is  not  proud,  and  fo forth,  in  the faid  Chap- 
ter.    Behold  then,  zuhat  Love  and  Char.ty  is  among 
you,  when  the  one  calleth  another  Heretick  and    dna- 
baptifl,  and  he  calleth  him  again  Papijl,  Hypocrite, 
and  Pharifee  ;  be  thefe  Tokens  of  Charity  amongjl  you, 
ere  thefe  Signs  of  fraternal  Love  between  you  ?    No, 
no,  I  affure  you  that  this   Lack  of  Charity  among  ft 
your/elves,  will  be  the  Hinderance  and  Afftvagitig  of 
the  fervent  Love  between  us,  as  1  faid  before,  except 
this  Wound  be  falved,  and  clearly  made  whole.     1  mu/t 
needs  judge  the  Fault,  and  Occafion  of  this  Difcord,  to 
be  partly  by  Negligence  of  you,  the  Fathers  and  Preach- 
ers of  the  Spirituality  :  For  if  I  know  a  Man  ivhich 
liveth  in  Adultery,  1  muft  judge  him  a  letcherous,  and 
a  carnal  Perfon  :    If  I  fee  a  Man  boajl  and  brag  him- 
felf  I  cannot  but  deem  him  a  proud  Man.     1  fee,  here, 
daily,  that  you  of  the  Clergy  preach  one  againjl  another, 

teach 

f«)This vas  a  folemn  'Engagement,  f;iys Bp.  Goodwin,  Catcrum  Pro- 
tnijforum  fidem  nondum  txecutam  <vidcmus.  i.e.  The  Event  did  nat 
tome  up  to  the  Proaiife,    Goodwin,  Annal.  ad  An,  1545. 
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KingHenryVin  teac^  one  tontrary  to  another ,  envy  one  againjl  another  ± 
without  Charity  or  Difcret'ion  ;   feme    be   too  ft  iff  in 
their  old  Mumpfimus,  other s  be  too  bufy  and  curious  in 
their  new  Sumpfimus.     'Thus  all  Men,  almoji,  be  in 
Variety  and  Difcord,  and  few  or  no  Preaching  truly  and 
fincerely  the  Word  of  God,  according  as  they  ought  to 
di.      Shall  I  judge  you  charitable  Perfons  doing  this  ? 
No,  no,  I  cannot  dofo  :  Alas!  how  can  the  poor  Souls 
live  in   Concord,  when  you,  Preachers,  fow  among  ft 
them,  in  your  Sermons,  Debate  and  Difcord?   Of  you 
they  look  for  Light,  and  you  bring  them  to  Darknefs. 
Amend  thefe    Crimes,  1  exhort  you,  and  fet  cut  God's 
Word,   both   by  true  Preaching,  and  good  Example- 
giving  ;  or  elfe,  I,  whom  God  hath  appointed  his  Vicar 
and  High  Minifter  here,  will  fee  thefe  Divifions   ex- 
tincl,  and  thefe  Enormities  corrected,  according  to  my 
very  Duty,  or  elfe  I  am  an  unprofitable  Servant   and 
an  untrue  Officer.     Although  1  fay,  the  Spiritual  Men 
be  in  feme  Fault,  that  Charity  is  not  kept  amengft  you, 
yet,  you  of  the  Temporality,  be  not  clear  and  unfpotted 
of  Malice  and  Envy ;  for  you  rail  at  Bi/hops,  fpeak 
fcandaloufly  ofPrie/ts,  and  rebuke  and  taunt  Preachers^ 
both  contrary  to  good  Order,  and  Chriflian  Fraternity: 
If  you  know,  furely,  that  a  Bifiop  or  Preacher  erreth, 
or  teacheth  perverfe  Doelrine,  come  and  declare  it  to 
fame  of  our  Council,  or  to  us,  to  whom  is  committed,  by 
God,  the   High  Authority,    to  reform   and  order  fuch 
Caufes  and  Behaviours  j  and  be  not  Judges,  yourfelveSy 
of  your  fantaflick  Opinions,    and  vain   Expofitions ; 
for  in  fuch  high  Caufes,  you  may  lightly  err.    And,  al- 
though you  be  permitted  to  read  Holy  Scripture,  and  to 
have  the  Word  of  God  in  your  Mother-Tongue, you. 
tnujl  mderftand  it  s  licenfedyoufo  to  do,  only  to  inform 
you*-  own  Conferences,  and  injlruR yout  Children  and 
Family  ;  and  nJ  to  difpute  and  make  Set  ipture  a  >  ailing 
andtavntingStOik   againft  Priefts  and  Preachers,  as 
m-ny  light  Pet  p>ns  do.     1  ,.m  very  ferry  to  know.,  and 
hear  hoiv  unreverenilly  thit  moft  precio's  Jewel,  the 
Word  of  God,  is  dtjputed,  rhwed,  Jung,  and  jangled,  in 
every   A'^Houfe  and  Tavern,    contrary   to  the  true 
Meaning  and  DoRrine  of  the  fame;  and  yet  lam  e- 
ven  as  much  forty,  that  the  Readers  of the  fame,  follow 

it* 
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it,  in  doing  it  fa  faintly,  and  coldly;  for  of  this  I  KingHenryVIIL 
am  fure,  that  Charity  zvas  never  fojaint  among  ft  you% 
end  virtuous  and  godly  Living  was  never  lefs  ufed, 
nor  God  himfelf  amongjl  Chrijlians,  zvas  never  lefs 
reverenced,  honoured  or  ferved.  Therefore,  as  If  I'd 
before \  be  in  Charity  one  with  another ;  Hie  Brother 
and  Brother  love;  dread  and  fear  God  -,  to  the  which  I, 
as  vour  Supreme  Head,  and  Sovereign  Lord,  exhort 
and  require  you  ;  and  then  J  doubt  not  but  that  Love  and 
League,  that  I  [pake  of  in  the  Beginning,  fjall  never 
be  dfcouraged,  or  broken  between  vs.  To  the  making 
of  Laws  which  we  have  now  made  and  concluded,  I  ex- 
hort you,  the  Makers,  to  be  as  diligent  in  putting  them 
in  Execution,  as  you  were  in  making  and  furthering  of 
the  fame  ;  or  el fe  your  Labour  jhall  be  in  vain,  and  your 
Commonwealth  nothing  relieved.  Now  to  your  Peti- 
tion concerning  our  Royal  AQent  to  be  given  to  fuch 
Ads,  as  have  pa/fed  both  the  Houfes,  they /hall  be  read 
tpenly,  that  ve  may  hear  them. 

When  this  Seflion  of  Parliament  was  ended,  and 
the  two  Univerfities  given  to  underftand  that  their 
Colleges  were  at  the  King's  Difpofal :  That  of 
Cambridge  firft  implored  his  Favour,  befeeching 
him  to  defend  their  Pofleflions  from  the  covetous 
and  greedy  Minds  of  ignorant  and  unlearned  Men. 
The  Univeriiry  of  Oxford  petitioned,  alfo,  to  the  The  two  Vnl- 
fame  Purpofe,  and  Dr.  Cox,  Dean  of  Oxford,  Tu-  verfltics  Puetit,ion 

.in-  r>  t%       J  againft    the  late 

tor  to  the  Prince,  wrote  to  Secretary  Paget,  « to  re-  A<a  for  their 
'  prefent  the  Want  of  Schools,  Preachers,  Hofpi-  Diff°lution. 
4  tals  for  Orphans,  fcfr.    And,  fince  the  Difpofition 

*  of  Chantries,  iffc.  was  in  the  K.ng's  Hands,  to  ob- 
«  tain  that   the  Clergy  might  be  honeftly  provided 

*  for ;  left  Beggary  fhould  drive  them  to  Flattery, 

*  Superftition  and  old  Idolatry.     Which,   adds  he 

*  I  fpeak  not  as  if  I  diftrufted  the  King's  Goodnefs  j 

*  but,  becaufe  ihere  are  fuch  a  Number  of  impor- 

*  tunate  Wolves,   as  are  able  to  deftroy  Chantries, 

*  Cathedral  Churches,  Univerfities,  and  a  thoufand 

*  Times  as  much,  which  Pofterity  will  wonder 

*  at  (n).'    In  fhort,  the  two  Univerfities  were  lav- 

ed 

<{$)  Kennetf  Vox,, II,    p.  S54, 
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KingHenryVlil. ecl  ^rom  Plunder  ,  but  the  Chantries,  &c.  went 
down,  the  Lands  belonging  to  all  which  being  fold, 
muft  railea  prodigious  Sum  of  Money  ;  but,  tho' 
Henry  was  now  in  the  laft  Year  of  Life,  we  do 
not  find  that  much  of  this  Treafure  was  left  to  his 
Succefibr. 

AnnoRegni  38.  The  Journal  furnifhes  us  with  another  Seflion  of 
154.7.  this  Parliament,  which  as  harh  been  laid,  was 
prorogued  to  the  4th  of  November,  but  was  again 
adjourned  to  the  14th  of  January  following,  when 
they  met  to  do  Bufinefs.  Lord  Herbert  hath  not 
one  Word  of  this  laft  Seffion,  tho'  fome  Things  of 
a  publick  Concern  were  tranfa&ed  in  it  (0). 

The  Duke  of     On  tne  ^th  of  tne  ^ame    Month  a   Bill  was 
Norfolk  and  his  brought  into  the  Houfe  for  the  Attaindure  of  Tho- 
Son  the  Earl  of mas  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Henry  Earl    of  Surrey , 
Surrey  attainted.  hteSdn>      Jt   was  read   a  firft   Time?    and  commit- 
ted to  the  King's  Sollicitor-General  for  Examinati- 
on.   The  Bill  pafl'ed  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  20th 
of  January,  and  was  returned,  pafTed  by  the  Com- 
mons, on  the  24th. 

On  the  27th  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, now  the  Lord  Wriothefley,  ordered  all  the 
Peers  to  put  on  their  Parliament  Robes,  and  that 
the  Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  mould  be  called 
before  him.  Which  done,  the  faid  Chancellor  de- 
clared to  both  the  Houfes,  That  it  was  his  Maje- 
fty's  Defire,  for  certain  Reafons,  that  they  mould 
expedite  the  Bill  for  the  Attaindure  of  'Thomas  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  and  Henry  Earl  of  Surrey,  as  fa  ft  as 
poffible.  And  for  this  Caufe  chiefly,  that  the  King 
might  be  enabled  to  beftow  the  Office  of  Earl  Mar- 
fial,  we  fuppofe,  born  by  the  faid  Duke,  on  fome 
other,  who  by  juft  Right  might  execute  it  at  the 
Ceremony   of   the   Creation    of   Prince  Edward, 

then 

(o)B\(hop  Burnet  makes  this  a  new  Parliament,  when  it  is  plain 
by  the  Jourrah,  which  he  had  feen,  that  it  was  only  a  Continuance 
of  the  laft.  He  writes,  That  the  Reafon  for  calling  it  was  pretend- 
ed to  be  for  the  Coronation  of  the  Prince  of  V/alti.  He  ihould  have 
faid,  For  the  Creation  of  Prince  Edward  to  that  Dignity  ;  the  Robes 
and  Ornaments  being  now  preparing  for  that  Purpofe,  but  was. pre- 
vented by  the  King's  Death. 

See  Hiuin's  H^ity  oftlx  Jtef»rm4ti»t,i><l.  zrA  if. 
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then  approaching.  Which  Bill  all  the  Lords  and  KingHearyVin. 
Commons  had  already  pafled  ;  and  therefore,  be- 
caufe  the  King  was  hundred  by  Sicknefs  from  com- 
ing to  the  Houfe,  to  give  his  Royal  AfTent  to  the 
fame,  his  Majefty  had  directed  a  Commiflion  to 
him  and  other  Lords,  there  fitting,  in  his  Name  to 
give  the  Royal  AlTent  to  the  faid  Bill  (p).  Which 
Commiflion,  dated  January  27,  in  the  thirty- 
eighth  Year  of  his  Reign,  figned  with  the  King's 
Vol.  III.  P  Hand 

(p)  This  was  the  laft  AcT:  of  State  that  Henry  ever  executed,  being 
fign'd  by  him  only  the  Day  before  he  died  ;  and  being  alio  a  ftrong 
Inftance,  that  the  Cruelty  of  his  Temper  cont:nued  with  him  to  the 
laft,  we  think  deferves  a  PJace  in  thefe  Inquiries,  it  ftar.ds  in  Ry- 
MEr's  Public's  Acts,  Tom  XV.  p.  118.  under  this  Title  : 
Commifjio  ad  prabendum  AJfenfum  Regium  in  Parliament!). 

Bex  pradileEiis  et  Jidelibus  Conjiliariis  fuis,  Thoma?  Wriothefley, 
facri  Ordinis  Garterii  Mtliti,  Domino  Wriothefley,  D-mino  Cancella- 
rio  Anglias  ;  Willielmo  Poulet  ejufdem  facri  Ordinis  Garterii  Militi, 
Domino  Seynt  John,  Magno  Magi/Ira  ,et  Senafcallo  Hofpitii  noflri  ac 
Prejidenti  Conjilii  noflri  ;  Johanni  Ruflel,  ejufdem  facri  Ordinis  Gar- 
terii Militi,  Domino  RuflV  1,  Cuflodi  Privati  SigUli  nojiri  ;  ac  ca- 
rifjimo  Confanguineo  fuo  Edwardo  Comiti  Hertford'ae,  ejufdem  facri 
Ordinis  Garterii  Militi,  magno  Camerario  Anglia:,  Salutcm. 

Cum  quadam  Petitio,  Formam  Aclus  Attintlura  verfus  Thomam 
Ducem  Norrolchiae,  et  Henricum  nuper  Comi'.cm  Surriae,  continenst 
vobis  in  prafenti  Parliamento  noftro  exhibita  extitcrit,  ac  Domini  et 
Magnates  et  Ccmmunitas  Regni  nojiri  Angliae  in  eodem  praffenti  Parli- 
amer.to  noftro  exiftentcs,  fuper  Petitione pradicla ,  ac  de  etfupcr  omnibus 
et  Jingulis  Content  is  et  fpecificatis  in  eadem  plenarie  et  tctaliter  conclu- 
ferint  et  concorda-verint . 

Nos  eidem  Petitioni,  necnon  omnibus  et  Jingulis  in  eadem  conclujls 
et  concordatis,  Regium  noftrum  AJJenfum  et  Confenfum  duximus  adhiben~ 
dum  et  prabendum. 

Sciatis  igitur  quod  Nos,  de  Fidelitatibus,  Indujlriis,  et  pro-vidis  Cir- 
cumfpeElionibus  -vcflris  plurimum  conjidentcs,  ajfi^na-vimus  -vos  et  tres 
veflrum  plenam  Poteftatcm  et  Aucloritatem  ac  Mandatum  fpeciale,  Pe- 
tioni  pradicla?,  nee  non  omnibus  ct  Jingulis  conclujis  et  concordatis  in 
prafenti  Parliamcnto  pradiclo,  fuper  eadem  Petitione  noftrum  Regium 
AJfenfum  et  Confenfum  adbibendi  et  prteber.di. 

Et  ideo  -vobis  mandamus  quod  circa  Prcrmijfj  diligcnlcr  intendatis, 
ac  ea  facialis  et  exequamini  indilate  cum  EfFectu. 

Sigr.ijicamus  enirn,  Tenor e  Prafentium,  omnibus  et  Jingulis  Domiuis 
et  Magnatibus,  ac  Communitati  diili  noflri  Rcgni  Anelise,  in  pra- 
\diBo  preefer.ti  Parliaments  exiflentibus,  ros  rat  urn,  grar-.tm  et  Jirmum 
habentes  et  habituros  toturr.  et  quicquid  -vos  vel  tres  -veflrum  feceritis  -vtl 
fecerint  Nomine  nojiro  in  Pramiffis. 

In  cujus  Ret,  &c. 

Tefte  Rcge  apud  Weflmouafterium,  Die  Januarii,    Anno 

Regni  fuo  tricejfimo  ocia-vo. 

N.  B.  The  Date  of  the  Day  is  omitted  in  Rymer,  perhaps  becaufa 
it  was  obliterated  in  the  Original  j  but  it  was  Jan,  27th,  and  Henry 
3tcd  the  next  Day. 
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Ki»gFTearyViiF>  Hand  and  under  the  Broad  Seal  being  read,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  commanded  the  Clerk  of  Parliament  to 
pronounce  the  ufual  Words,  Soit  fait  come  il  ejl  de- 
fire.     And  thus  the  Bill  palled  into  a  Statute. 

Lord  Herbert  hath  given  the  whole  Proceedings 
in  Council,  and  before  a  Jury,  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk's  and  his  Son  the  Earl  of  Surrey's  Exami- 
nation and  Trial,  to  whom  we  refer.  The  long 
and  faithful  Services,  both  of  Father  and  Son,  to 
the  Crown,  could  not,  it  feems,  fcreen  them  from 
the  Kind's  Jealoufy  ;  who  thought  them  fo  popu- 
lar, and  fo  nearly  related  to  the  Blood  Royal,  that 
they  might  injure  the  Succeflion,  if  he  left  them 
alive  behind  him.  And,  Henry  finding  him felf  de- 
cay very  faft,  was  the  Occafign  of  driving  this  Bill 
fo  quick,  through  both  Houfes,  againft  them.  The 
Earl  of  Surrey  was  beheaded  on  Toiver-Hill ;  and 
it  is  thought  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  notwithitan.ding 
his  Submiilion  and  long  Services,  would  not  have 
efcaped,  had  not  the  King's  Death  refetved  him  to 
more  merciful  Times.  For,  four  Days  after  fign- 
ing  the  Commiffion  for  palling  the  Bill,  viz.  Janu- 
ary 31,  the  Lord  Chancellor  declared  to  both 
Houfes  the  King's  Death,  and  that  he  expir'd  early 

"The  Death  of  in  the  Morning,  on  Friday  the  28th  of  this  Month  ; 

Henry  the         Cujus  Anima  propitietur  Deus,  fays  the  "Journal.   Bi- 
'e  r  '  fhop  Burnet  fuppofes,  by  theDiftance  of  Time  be- 

tween the  King's  Death  and  this  Declaration,  that 
for  Reaions  of  State  it  was  kept  fecret  two  or 
three  Days.  It  is  certain  the  Parliament  had  no 
Being  from  the  Moment  the  King's  Breath  was  out ; 
and  the  Reafons  for  concealing  he  judges  to  be,  ei- 
ther that  the  Council  were  confiJering  what  to  do 
with  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  or  th.t  the  Seymours 
were  laying  their  Matters  fo  as  to  be  fecure  of  the 
Government  after  the  King's  Death.  The  mourn- 
ful News  of  which,  lays  the  Journal,  was  fo  af- 
fecting to  the  Chancellor  and  all  prefent,  that  they 
could  not  refrain  from  Tears.  But,  turning  their 
Thoughts  on  his  Succeflbr,  Prince  Edward,  by 
divine  Appointment ;  and  the  greateif.  Pait  of  the 
Tcltameut  oi  their  faid  deceaied  Sovereign,  being 

read 
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read,  by  Sir  IVilUam  Paget,  principal  Secretary  of  KingHenryViif. 
State,  concerning  the  Succeffion  and  well-govern- 
ing of  the  Kingdom,  during  the  Minority  of  the 
/aid  Prince  Edward ;  with  the  Claufe  for  Payment 
of  Debts  and  performing  of  Promifes  ;  the  Lord 
Chancellor  declared,  that  by  the  King's  Death  the 
Parliament  was  diflblved  ;  and  that  every  Man  was 
at  Liberty  to  depart  Home.  Neverthelefs,  he  ad- 
vifed  the  Peers  to  wait  for  the  Coronation  of  Prince 
Edward,  which  was  fhortly  expected. 

The  Titles  of  fome  particular  Bills   that  were 
brought  into  the  Houle  this  laftSeffion  are  thefe  ; 

A  Bill  for  the  Eftablifhment  of  a  Court  of  Aug- 
mentations. 

Another  concerning  Informations' 
A  Bill  concerning  Sheriffs  and  Bailiffs. 
A  Bill,   that  the  Survivor  of  the  Executors  may 
fell  the  Lands  of  his  Eftate,  &c. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  Reign  with  an  Abftracl: 
from  the  general  Character,  drawn  up  by  Lord 
Herbert,  of  this  King,  relating  to  his  Conduct  with 
his  Parliaments.  After  fpeaking  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
4  At  Home,  fays  the  noble  Hiftorian,  it  was  hi3 
Manner  to  treat  much  with  his  Parliaments  ; 
where,  if  gentle  Means  ferved  not,  he  came  to 
fome  Degrees  of  the  rough  ;  though,  the  more 
fparingly,  in  that  he  knew  his  People  did  but  too 
much  fear  him.  Befides,  he  underftood  well, 
that  foul  Ways  are  not  always  paflable  ;  not  to 
be  ufed,  efpecially,  in  fufpected  and  dangerous 
Times,  but  when  others  fail.  However,  it  may 
be  noted,  that  none  of  his  Predecefibrs  underftood 
the  Temper  of  Parliaments  better  than  himfelf ; 
or,  that  availed  himfelf  more  dextcroufly  of* 
them.  Therefore,  without  being  much  troubled 
at  the  tumultous  Beginnings  of  the  rafher  Sort,  he 
would  give  them  that  Leave,  which  all  new 
Things  muft  have,  to  fettle.  Which  being  done, 
his  next  Care  was  to  difcover  and  prevent  thofe 
privy  Combinations  that  were  not  for  his  Service. 
After  which,  coming  to  the  Point  of  Contribu- 
tion, he  generally  took  ftrict,  Order,  by  his  Com- 
P  3,  '  miffioners, 
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KingHenvyVin.  *  mifiioners,  that  Gentlemen  in  the  Country  mould 

*  not  fpare  each  other.  But,  that  the  true,  or  at 
«  lead  near  approaching,  Value  of  every  Man's 
<  Goods  and  Lands  mould  be  certified.     And  this 

*  he  did,  the  rather,  becaufe  he  knew  the  Cuftom 

*  of  his  People  was  to  reckon  with  him  about  their 
«  Subfiles ;  and  indeed,  rather  to  number  than 
4  to  weigh  their  Gifts  (p). 

(/>}  Kennet,  Vol.  II.  p.  267. 
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EDWARD  the  Sixth. 

THE  lad  King  being  departed  out  of  thisWorld,  „,    .     „.      „ 
rv  1~  j  r  -D-         •  j        The  AccefTion  of 

after  a  long  and  prosperous  Reign,  in  regard  to  King  Edward  vi. 

himfelf  whatever  it  was  to  his  Subje&s,  another 

Edward,  once  more,    fucceeded  to  the  Throne  ; 

who  was  proclaimed  and  afterwards  crowned,  with 

the  ufual  Solemnities,     by    the  Stile    and  Titles 

of  Edivard  the  Sixth,  King  of  England,  France  and 

Ireland^  &c(q).  being  then  about  nine  Years  of  Age. 

The  Tender  Years  of  this  Prince,  occafioned  his 
Father  to  be.  very  careful  in  placing  his  Non-Age 
in  the  Hands  of  the  moll  faithful  and  able  Counfel- 
lors  ;  a  long  Lilt  of  which  may  be  feen  in  his 
lalt  Will  :  An  Inftrumert  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  ne- 
ver came  from  any  other  King  of  England,  either 
before  or  fince  (r). 

Soon  after  the  Coronation,  the  Lord  Edivard 
Seymair,  then  Earl  of  Hertford,  was  created  Duke 
of  Somerfet,  and  made  Governour  to  the  King's 
Highnefs,  rnd  Protector  of  the  Realm.  This 
NoLleman  was  own  Uncle  to  the  King  by  the 
Mother's  Side  ;  and  had,  by  that  Affinity,  and  his 
Places,  an  abfolute  Sway  over  all.  The  very  firft 
Year  of  this  Reign  began  with  a  War  with  Scotland; 
fome  Overtures  of  a  Marriage  having  been  again 
made  by  the  Englijh  Council,  between  their  King 
and  the  Princefs  Mary,  fole  Daughter  and  Heir  to 
James  Vth,  King  of  Scots  ;  which,  being  refufed 
by  the  latter,  a  bloody  War  enfued.  The  Englifl) 
Army  was  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Somerfet, 
who  march'd  Northward  as  far  as  the  River EJke; 
on  the  Banks  of  which  an  obftinate  Battle  was 
fought,  in  which  the  Englif})  were  Conquerors,  with  ^IkoS  *saIn{! 
the  Deftruftion  of  above   10,000  of  their  Enemies. 

This' Reign,  alfo,  began  with  a  farther  Rcforma- 
P  3  tion 

(q)  February  ao,  1 547. 

(r)  A  Copy  of  this  Will,  wrote  in  the  Englijh  Tongue,  it  :« 
Rymki's  Feed,  Jr.g.  Tom,  XV.    P,  no,  S?-i 
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King  Edward  vi.  t'.on  in  Religion,  the  Lord  Protestor  being  zealous 
for  carrying  it  on  ;  certain  Injunctions  were  pub- 
lifhed,  by  Authority,  for  removing  Images  out  of 
Churches,  and  for  abolifhing  or  altering  fome  other 
ancient  Obfervations,  as  Sir  "John  Hayward  terms 
them,  in  the  Church  (/).  Some  Bifhops  oppofing 
thefe  Innovation?,  and  others  faying  that  it  was  well 
to  flay  thefe  Changes  in  Religious  Matters,  'till  the 
King  was  of  Years  fit  to  govern  by  himfelf,  a  Par- 
liament wns  called  to  meet  at  Weftminfter,  on  the 
4th  Day  of  November ,  in  the  firft  Year  of  his  Reign. 
A  Lilt  of  the  Temporal  Lords,  fummoned  to  it, 
is  as  follows  (t) ; 


A  Parliament 
call'd. 

Anno  Regni  i, 
J  547. 


The  Duke  of  Somerfet, 
Protector  of  England, 
Governor  to  the  King's 
Perfon,  and  Treafurer 
of  England. 

Lord  Rich,  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  England. 

Sir  William  Paulet  Lord 
St  John,  Great  Mailer 
of  the  King's  Houf- 
hold,  and  Prefident  of 
the  Council. 

John  Lord  RuJJel,  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Privy 
Seal. 

Henry  Marquis  of  Dor- 
fet. 

William  Ma:  q.  of  North- 
ampton. 

Henry  Earl  of  Arundele. 

John  E.  of  Oxford. 

Edward  E.  of  Derby . 

Francis  E.  of  Hunt  ing  - 
den. 


Henry  Earl  of  Sujjex. 
Francis E.  of  Salisbury. 
Henry  E.  of  Worceffer. 
Ralph  E.  of  Weflmorland. 
John  E.  of  Bath. 
John  Earl  of  Warwick, 
GreatChamberlain    of 
England. 
Thomas  E.  of  Southamp- 
ton. 
Henry  E.  of  Cumberland. 
Henry  E.  of  Bridgewa- 

ter. 
Thomas    Lord   Seymour, 

Lord  High  Admiral  of 

England. 
John  Tone bet,  Lord  Aud- 

ley. 
Thomas  V/eJl,  Lord  De 

la  War. 
henry    Parker ,     Lord 

Morley. 
Walter  Devereux,  Lord 

Ferrers . 

William 


(  0  The  Life  and  Reign  of  Edward  VI  th,  by  Sir  John  llayivari 
Knight. 

[t)  From  Dugduk'i  Summon:  to  Parliament,  and  the  Journals  of 
<hc  Lords, 
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William    Dacre,    Lord  Thomas  Lord  ^<za.v.        Kins  Edward  VI. 

Dacre  of  GiVejlarid.  William     Lord    J?>«i- 
^cZw   Lord    Z;#^.  fore. 

"John  Ld.S.npe of  Bolton.  Thomas~Lox&  WentwortK 

will-am    Stourton    Lord  Thomas  Lord  Brough. 

Stourton.  John  Lord  Mor daunt. 

John  Mevile  Ld.  Latimer.  Edward  Lord  Clinton. 

George  Broke  Lord  Cs£-  William  Lo'd  P<2rr. 

/fow.  Gregory  Lord  Cromwell. 

Thomas  Lord  Sandys.  Thomas  Lord  Wharton. 

John  Lord  Conyers.  William  Lord  Even. 

Edward  Lord  Gr^y  of  William  Lord  Willoughby 

Powis.  of  Parham. 

William  Lord    Gn?y  of  Edmund   Sheffeild  Lord 

7f?//OT.  Sheffield. 

Thomas     Stanley    Lord  J^#  Lord  Z?ray« 

Mont  eagle. 

Dr.  Heylin,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation  (n), 
Introduces  his  Account  of  this  Parliament,  in  this 
Manner.  He  firft  tells  us,  c  That  tho'  the  Members 
of  it  were  of  different  Sentiments,  in  regard  to 
Religion,  yet  they  agreed  very  well  in  one  com- 
mon Principle,  to  ftrike  in  with  the  Juncture,  and 
take  care  of  themfelves.  For  tho'  a  great  Number 
of  the  Lords  and  Commons  were  inclined  to  the 
Doctrines  of  the  late  Reign,  yet  they  were  willing 
to  give  Way  to  fuch  Acts  as  widened  the  Breach  be- 
tween the  Englijh  and  Roman  Communion.  The 
prefent  Affinity  in  Doctrine  they  were  afraid  might 
end  in  a  Reconciliation  with  the  Pope  ;  and  that 
fuch  Meafures  would  prove  dangerous  to  their  E- 
ilates  gained  from  the  Church.  As  for  the  reft, 
adds  our  Author,  whofe  Bufinefs  was  either  to  make 
or  improve  their  Fortunes,  they  came  prepared 
without  QueftiOn  to  clofe  with  fuch  a  Reformati- 
on, asfuited  beft  with  their  Purpofe.  This,  con- 
tinues he,  feems  pretty  evident  by  the  Tendency  of 
fome  of  the  Acts ;  which,  in  his  Opinion,  feem  to 
overlook  the  Concern  of  Religion,  and  aim  at  private 
Tntereft  in  a  verv  remarkable  Manner. 

Thus 

(u)  L<«/.   Fol.  iWi.    p.  q.1. 
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King  Edward  vi.  Thus  far  the  learned  Hiftorian,  in  his  Introducti- 
on  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Parlia- 
ment ;  we  will  next  fee  what  a  much  later  Writer 
hath  told  us  to  the  fame  Purpofe.  The  celebrated 
M.  Rapin  has  fhewn  himfelf,  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
Work,  as  averfe  to  Parliaments  as  he  is  to  Monar- 
chy or  Epifcopacy  ;  but  in  none  more  than  this, 
when  he  fays  («)  ; 

'  It  is  very  certain,  the  Number  of  thofe  who  de- 
fired  a  Reformation,  was  very  great  in  the  Kingdom. 
However,  it  muft  not  be  imagined  that  then,  any 
more  than  at  this  Day,  whatever  the  Parliament 
did  was  agreeable  to  the  general  Opinion  of  the  Na- 
tion. The  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  were 
chofen,  as  they  are  at  prefent,  without  any  Inftruc- 
tio'ns  concerning  the  Points  to  be  debated  in  Parlia- 
ment, nay,  without  the  People's  knowing  any 
Thing  of  them.  Thus,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had,  as  I  may  fay,  an  unlimited  Power,  to  deter- 
mine by  a  Majority  of  Votes,  with  the  Concurrence 
of  the  Lords,  and  Allen t  of  the  King,  what  they 
deemed  proper  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Kingdom. 
There  was  no  Neceffity  therefore,  in  order  to  obtain 
what  the  Court  defired,  of  having  the  univerfal  Con- 
fent  of  the  People,  but  only  the  Majority  of  the 
Voices  in  both  Houfes.  Hence  it  is  eafy  to  con- 
ceive, that  the  Court  ufed  all  imaginable  Means  to 
caufe  fuch  Members  to  be  elecled  as  were  in  their 
Sentiments.  This  is  now,  and  ever  will  be,  prac- 
tifed  'till  fomc  Cure  is  found  for  this  Inconvenience. 
I  call  it  Inconvenience,  becaufe  it  happens  fometimes 
that  the  Parliament  pafles  A£ts  contrary  to  the  ge- 
neral Opinion  oi  the  Nation.  Of  this  one  may  be 
eafily  convinced,  by  what  palled  in  the  Parliaments 
held  under  Edward  VI,  and  Queen  Mary  his  Sifter. 
In  the  Reign  of  Edivard,  Popery  was  entirely  rooted 
out ;  and  under  Mary  it  was  wholly  replanted.  In 
one  or  other  of  thcie  Reigns  therefore  the  Parliament 
muft  have  adled  contrary  to  the  Opinion  of  the 
People,  iince  it  is  not  poflible  to  believe,  that  a  whole 

Na- 

(a)  Rabin's  Ihjiory  of  E'jiand,  Vot.  II.     p,  y, 
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Nation  fhould  have  thus  changed,  in  an  Inftant,  King  Edward  vi, 
from  White  to  Black.  I  don't  pretend,  by  this  Re-' 
mark,  to  weaken  the  Proceedings  of  Edward  Vl's 
Parliament  in  favour  of  the  Reformation  ;  what  I 
advance  is  levelled  as  much  againft  that  of  Queen 
Mary,  as  againft  this.  My  Defign  is  only  to obferve 
that  the  Determination  of  a  Parliament  is  not  always 
a  convincing  Proof  of  the  Approbation  of  the  whole 
EngliJ})  Nation.  The  Reafons  therefore  which  may 
be  drawn  from  the  pretended  Confent  of  the  Nation, 
reprefented  in  Parliament,  either  for  or  againft  the 
Reformation,  feem  to  be  of  very  little  Weight. 
Each  of  the  two  Parties  will  always  fay,  and  per- 
haps very  juftly,  that  the  Parliament  which  oppofed 
them,  was  a  Parliament  devoted  to  the  King  and 
the  Miniftry*. 

But  to  begin  with  much  better  Authority  than 
either  of  thefe  Writers,  who  are  reprefented  partial 
to  their  feveral  Sentiments  in  Religion,  we  mall 
chiefly  follow  the  Journals  of  both  Houi'es  of  Par- 
liament ;  thofe  of  the  Commons,  beginning 
now  with  this  Reign,  in  the  Book  called  Seymour, 
from  the  Name  of  the  then  Clerk  of  that  Houfe. 
This  Book,  with  the  fubfequent  Journals  of- the 
Houfe  of  Commons  down  to  the  prefent  Times, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed,  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Members  of  the  laft  Parliament,  which  ended, 
by  Diffolution,  in  the  Year  1747.  The  firft  Vo- 
lume, which  begins  with  this  Reign,  contains  little 
more  than  a  diurnal  fuccindt  Account  of  Proceed- 
ings in  reading  Bills,  &c.  but  yet  will  be  of  lome 
Ufe,  in  afcertaining  Dates,  in  Chronology  ;  a  Mat- 
ter much  negledted  by  our  modern  Hiftorians; 
The  Journals  of  the  Lords  are  more  explicit,  in  the 
Reign  before  us,  than  thofe  of  the  Commons  ;  the 
•enfuing  Parliament,  being  introduced,  by  that  Au- 
thority, in  the  following  Manner. 

(x)  Memorandum,  the  4th  of  November,  in  the  firft 
Year  of  King  Edward  Vlth,  the  King's  Majefty, 


fitting 


(#)  Verbatim  fi6m  the  Journals  of  the  Lordft 
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KingEdward  vi.  fitting  in  the  Parliament-Chamber  at  JVeflminfler, 
with  all  the  Lords,  on  both  S;des,  and  the  Commons 
ftanding  beneath  the  Bar ;  commanded  the  Clerk  of 
the  Parliament,  openly,  to  read  his  Highnefs's  Com- 
mifllon  ;  being  fealed  with  the  Great  .^eal  of  Eng- 
land, the  Tenour  whereof  hereafter  enfueth  ; 

Edward  the  Sixth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
England,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
and  of  the  Church  0/ England  and  alfo  0/"  Ireland,  in 
Earth,  the  SupremeHead ;  To  all  to  whom  thefePrefents 
foallcome,  Greeting.  Forafmuch  as  our  mofl  dearl/ncler 
Edward,  Duke  of  Somerset,  whom,  by  the  Advice  of 
the  Lords  and  the  reff  of  our  Council,  with  the  C:nfent 
and  good  Agreement  of  the  Noblemen  of  our  Realms , 
r       .-.  %ue  have  named,  ordained  and  commanded  to  be  Gover- 

pointing  the  Pro-  tior  of  our  Perfon  and  Protestor  of  our  Realms,  Do- 
tetfor's  Seat  in  minions  and  Suhjecls,  during  our  Minority,  hath  no 
Tarhainent.  juc^  piace  appropriate  or  appointed  unto  him  in  our 
High  Court  of  Parliament,  as  is  convenient  and  tie- 
cefjary,  as  well  in  rejpeil  of  his  Proximity  of  Blood  unto 
us,  being  our  Uncle  and  eldefl  Brother  unto  our  Mother 
of  rnofl  noble  Memory,  dcceafed,  Queen  Jane  ;  as  al- 
fo for  his  better  managing  and  co^  dueling  our  Affairs, 
to  our  Honour,  Dignity  and  Swety,  and  the  iVealth 
and  Benefit  of  our  Realms,  Dominions  and  S'ibj eels : 
We  have  therefore,  as  well  by  the  Con  en t  of  our  [aid 
Uncle,  and  by  the  Advice  'father  the  Lords  of  our  pri- 
vy Cunc'l,  willed,  orda. tied  and  appointed,  and  do  by 
theje  Prefents  will,  orda  pi  and  appoint,  that  our  fa  id 
Uncle  Jhall  and  do  fit  alone  and  be  placed  at  a  7  "Times, 
as  well  in  our  Prefeuce,  in  our  (aid  Court  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  in  our  Abjence,  upon  the  MiJjl  of  the  Bench 
or  Stool Jiarding  next  :n  the  right  Hand  of  our  Seat 
Royal,  in  our  Pa  liammt-  Chamber,  and  that  he  fur- 
ther /hall  have  and  J*  e  joy,  in  our  [aid  Court  of  Par- 
liament in  ad  Seffions,  all  fuch  other  Privileges,  Pre- 
henvnrncies,  Pre-ogrAives  and  Liberties  11  all  Things 
and  to  all  E  feels,  as  by  Laiv  or  Statutes  heretofore 
made,  or  ott..  rvife,  any  the  Uncles,  by  Father  or  Mother 
Side,  to  any  of  t.  r  mod  noble  Progenitors,  or  any  Pro- 
testor of  their  Realms  and  Dominions,  being  in  the 
Minority  of  Tears  as  iw  be,  have  had,  nfed  or  enjoyed 
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in  their  Courts  of  Parliament,  the  Statute  concerning  King  Edward  VI. 

the  placing  of  the  Lords  in  the  Parliament -Chamber, 

and  other  Afj'emblies  and  Conferences  of  Council,  made 

in  the  one  and  thirtieth  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  our  mojl 

dear  Father,  of  famous  Memory,   King  Henry  the 

Eighth,  or  any  other  Statute,  Aft,  Ordinance  or  Pro- 

vifwn,  heretofore  had  or  made^  to  the  contrary  notwith- 

/landing  ;  and  for  the  exprefs  Mention  of  any  other 

Grants  or  Gifts,    made  to  our  f aid  Uncle  by  us,  or  any 

cf  our  Progenitors,  heretofore  had  or  made,   in  thefe 

Prefents  not  mentioned,  or  any  other  Thing,  Matter 

or  Caufe,whatfoever it  be,  notwithjlanding.     In  Wit- 

nefs  whereof  we  have  caufed  thefe  our  Letters  to  be 

made  Patents ;  Witnefs  ourfelf  at  Weftminfter  the 

3d  Day  of  November,   in   the  fir  ft  Year    of  out 

Reign. 

Southwell  (y). 

When  the  aforefaid  Commiffion  was  openly 
read,  and  heard  of  all  the  Houfe,  and  the  Lord 
Protector  placed  accordingly,  the  Lord  Rich,  being 
Lord  Chancellor,  began  his  Oration,  to  the  Effect 
as  follows  :  . 

We  have  chofe  to  give  the  foregoing  Memoran- 
dum and  Letters  Patent,  at  Length,  as  they  are  en- 
tered in  the  Journals,  being  the  firft  Step  of  Power 
and  Preheminence  this  haughty  Duke  took  upon 
him.  But,  whether  by  the  Negligence  of  the  Clerks, 
or  otherwife,  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Oration  is 
wholly  omitted,  and  only  a  blank  Page  left  for  it. 
Neither  is  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
mentioned,  as  ufual,  but  this  we  fupply  from  their 
Journals.  Sir  John  Baker,  Knight,  (who,  Stowe^J^  *£« 
tells  us,  was  Chancellor  of  the  Firft -Fruits  andc 
Tenths)  was  chofen  Speaker  of  the  Commons  in  this 
Parliament  (z). 

The  firft  Affair  we  find,  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
went  upon,  was  to  frame  a  Bill  for  the  better  Pro- 
tection 

(y)  Sir  Richard  Southwell,  then  Mafter  of  the  Rolls.  This  In- 
flrument  is  alio  prererved,  from  the  Records,  in  Rvmcb's  Fxdcra, 
Tom.  XV.     P.  164. 

(xzj  Stows's  Chroe. 
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King  Edward  VI.  tettion  of  the  Northern  Borders ;  and  the  Archbi- 
fhop  of  York,  the  Bifhop  of  Durham,  the  Lords 
Dacres  and  Evers,  all  Northern  Lords,  and  whofe 
Security  depended  on  fuch  a  Protection,  were  ap- 
pointed Commiflioners  to  draw  it  up.  But  we  do 
not  find  that  it  pafled  into  a  Law  ;  it  being  thought 
more  advifeable  to  fend  a  gre^t  Army  thirher,  under 
the  Lord  Prote&or  ;  who  g'ining  a  ccmpleat  Vic- 
tory over  the  Scots,  near  Mufcleborough,  was  the 
fureii.  Way  to  protedt  this  Kingdom  from  their  In- 
curfions.  This  War  broke  out,  on  occafion  of  the 
Scots  again  refuting  their  Pnncefs  Mary  to  be  joined 
in  Wedlock  with  our  young  King  Edward.  She 
was  afterwards  married  to  the  Dauphin  of  France. 

The  next  Thing  was  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  Decay 
of  Tillage,  Houfes,  &c.  and  the  Lord  St  John, 
the  Earls  of  Arundale,  Shrewsbury,  Huntingdon, 
and  Southampton,  were  a  Comnii  tee  for  that  Pur- 
pofe. 

But  we  mail  not  follow  the  J '  urnal  clofely,  in 
an  exact  Account  of  each  Day's  Proceedings :  The 
moft  remarkable  will  be  fufficient  for  this  Defign. 

November  roth,  a  Bill  for  the  Repeal  of  certain 

Statutes,  as  it  is  there  called,  came  into  the  Houfe  ; 

but  was  in  Effect  to  be  an  Ad  to  repeal  the  Statute 

of  the  28th  Henry  VIII.  which  gave  Authority  to 

the  King,  after  the  Age  of  four  aud-twenty  Years, 

to  repeal,  by  hi:.  Letters  Patents,  all  former  Statutes 

made  during  his  Minority,  &c.(a).      A  Stretch  of 

Pre"  Sf!ute  of  at)f°lute  Power  'eft  as  a  Legacy  by  the  late  King  to 

z8,  Hen. ,  villi'  ^'s  $on  anc*  Succeflbrs  ;  and  if  it  had  flood,  Parlia- 

repeai'd,  ments  would  have  loon  become  ufelefs  tothisNation. 

But,  by  this  Aft,  it  was  thus  altered,  '  That 
'  the  King,  when  he  came  to  the  aforefaid  Age, 
'  might,  by  his  Letters  Patent,  annul  any  Adtof 

*  Parliament  for  the  future  ;  but  could  not  fovoid  it 

*  from  the  Beginning,  as  to  annul  all  Things  done 
'  upon  it,  between  the  making  and  annulling  of 

*  any  Law,  which  were  ftill  to  be  lawful  Deeds/ 
This  Bill  was  afterwards  tack'd  to  another  for  the 

Repeal 

(a)  Statutes  at  largt,  An.  I  Ed.  VI.  Cay.  19, 
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Repeal  of  Treafons,   Felonies,    &rY.   which   will  ^ Edwari  vi 
come  in  the  Sequel. 

Nov.iixh.  There  was  aBill  brought  into  theHoufe 
cf  Commons,  relating  to  the  Sacrament  of  theAltar, 
which  palled  that  Houfe  on  the  17  th  of  the  fame 
Month. 

This  Bill  was  occafioned  by  an  irreverent  Treat- 
ment that  facred  Myftery  met  with  at  that  Time, 
from  the  then  growing  Seel;  of  the  Puritans  and  A®-  relati°s  f« 
others.  The  Preamble  to  the  Aft  declares,  That 
jo  me  had  difputed  and  reafoned  unreverendly  and  un- 
godly of  that  mofl  holy  My  fiery,  and  called  it  by  fuch 
vile  and  unfeemly  Words  that  Chriflian  Ears  did  abhor. 
The  Aft  forbears  to  mention  them  ;  but  fome  of 
the  Terms  were  Round  Robin,  Jack  in  a  Box,  Sa- 
crament of  the  Halter,  &c.  becaufe  the  Wafer  was 
round,  and  ufually  kept  in  a  Pix,  or  Box.  The 
fame  Aft,  in  the  laft  Paragraph  of  it,  did  enjoin  the 
faid  Holy  Sacrament  to  he  delivered  and  mmiftred 
to  the  People  in  both  Kinds,  of  Bread  and  Wine  ; 
being  more  conformable,  as  the  Aft  exprefles,  to  the 
common  Ufe  and  Praclice  of  the  Apojlles  and  primitive 
Church*  by  the  Space  of  five  hundred  Tears  and  moi  e 
after  ChriJVs  Afcenjion. 

Dec.  10th.  This  Bill  palled  the  Lords,  with  the 
Confent  of  all  the  Peers,  except  the  Bifhops  of  Lon- 
don, Hereford,  Norwich,  Worcejler,  and  Cbiche/ler, 
who  protefted  ;gunit  it. 

On  the  15  th  of  the  fame  Month,  a  Bill  for  theAd- 
miiTion  of  Biihops  by  the  King's  Majefty  only,  was 
brought  into  the  Houfe  ;  that  is,  that  Bifhops  fhould  And  to  theCon- 
be  placed  in  their  Sees  byCollation  of  the  King  under  firmation  of  Bb- 
his  Letters  Patents,  without  any  precedent  Eleftion  fllops# 
or  enluing  Confirmation.      By  this  Act  it  was  fet 
forth,  c  That  the  Way  of  chufing  Bifliopsby  Conge 
d'E/Iire  was  tedious  and  expenfive,  that  there  was 
onlv  a  Shadow  01  Eleftion  in  it,  and  that  therefore 
Bifhops  fhould  thereaftei  be  made  by  the  King's  Let- 
ters Patent,  upon  which  they  were  to  be  consecrat- 
ed :  And  whereas  the  Biihcpa  did  exercife  their  Au- 
thority,   and  cany    on    Procefles,    in    their  own 
Names,  as  they  were  wont  to  do  in  the  Time  of 
Popery  j  and  lince  all  Jurisdiction  both  Spiritual 

and' 
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KingEdwardVi.  and  Temporal  was  derived  from  the  King,  that 
therefore  their  Courts  and  all  Procefies  fhould  be 
from  henceforth  carried  on  in  the  King's  Name, 
and  be  fealed  by  the  King's  Seal,  as  it  was  in  the 
other  Courts  of  Common  Law,  after  the  firft  of 
July  next  ;  excepting  only  the  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury's Courts,  and  all  Collations,  Prefentations, 
or  Letters  of  Orders,  which  were  to  pafs  under  the 
Bifhops  proper  Seals  as  formerly.'  Upon  this  Aft 
great  Advantages  were  taken  to  difparage  the  Re- 
formation, as  fubjecting  the  Bifhops  wholly  to  the 
Pleafure  of  the  Court  (a). 

On  the  fame  Day  another  Bill  for  reading  the 
Scripture  was  introduc'd  j  which  will  be  farther  ex- 
plain'd  in  the  Sequel. 

Nov.  19th.  A  Bill  for  exercifing  Ecclefiaftical 
Jurifdiclion  came  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  which 
was,  that  all  Procefl'es  Ecclefiaftical  fhould  be  made 
in  the  King's  Name,  as  in  Writs  at  the  Ccmmcn 
Law  ;  and  all  Perfons  exercifing  Ecclefiaftical  Juris- 
diction, fhould  have  the  King's  Arms  in  their  Seals. 

On  the  26th,  ibidem,  another  Bill  was  added 
for  erecting  a  new  Court,  to  be  called  the  Court 
of  Chancery  for  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil  Cau fes* 
The  Bill  was  committed  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, the  Bifhops  of  London,  Durham,  Ely, 
Litchfield  and  Coventry  ;  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and 
■  Southampton,  the  Lord  Admir.il,  and  Lord  Cobham, 
Mr  Secretary,  to  the  Judges,  and  others  of  the 
King's  Council  learned  in  the  Laws.  But  neither 
of  thefe  Bills  were  palled  into  Statutes. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  A  Bill  for  a  Subfidy  of  Tonnage  and 
A  Subfidy.  Poundage,  on  Merchandize,  called  Cufloms,  was 
brought  in  ;  which  afterwards  palled  both  Houfes, 
with  a  Provifo  for  the  Merchants  of  the  Stilyard. 
It  was  granted  for  the  King's  Life,  and  then  was 
rated,  the  Tonnage,  at  three  Shillings  on  every 
Tun  of  Wine  ;  for  fweet  Wines,  fix  Shillings ; 
and  Twelve-pence  for  every  Aulme  of  Rhenifh. 
The  Poundage  was  Twelve  pence  inthe  Pound,  in 
Value,  of  all  Goods,  imported  or  exported  ;   and 

two 

(aj  Burntt,   Vol.  IJ.  p.  4?. 
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two  Shillings  of  Aliens  for  Tin  and  Pewter  export-  King  Edward Vfc 
ed  (b). 

Dec.  izth.  A  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time  by 
the  Lords,  for  fupprefiing  Chauntries  and  Colleges. 
On  the  15  th  it  was  read  a  third  Time,  and  pafTed  that 
Houfe  by  the  Confent  of  all  the  Peers,  except  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury*  and  the  Bifhops  of  Lon-  Aft  for  differing 
don*  Durham*  Ely*  Nonuich,  Hereford*  Worcejier*  Chauntries,  &c. 
and  Chichejler*  who  diflented  from  it.  There  are 
two  Inftances,  in  this  Day's  Proceedings  and  the 
Day  before,  of  two  or  three  Lay  Lords  diflenting 
from  Bills  paffing  the  Houfe,  which  are  the  firft 
we  have  yet  met  with  in  the  Journals  ,  but  no  Pro- 
tejlszre  enter'd  aga.nit  them. 

This  Bill  was  afterwards  new-modelled  by  the 
Commons,  and  it  patted  both  Houfes  Dec.  24th, 
the  Bifhops  of  London*  Durham,  Ely,  Hereford* 
and  Chichejler*  then  only  diflenting.  The  Purport 
of  it  was,  that  by  this  Ad  divers  Colleges,  Chaun- 
tries, Free  Chapels,  Fraternities,  Guilds,  &fr.  with 
all  their  Lamis  and  Goods,  were  put  into  the  actual 
Poflefiion  of  the  King.  Part  of  thefe  Goods  and 
Lands  being  fold  at  a  low  Value,  enriched  many 
and  enobled  fome  ;  and  thereby,  as  Sir  John  Hay- 
zvard  obferves,  made  them  firm  in  maintaining  the 
Change  (c). 

But,  in  order  to  make  this  remarkable  Act  the 
better  underftood,  we  mail  fubjoin  Mr  Collier's  Ex- 
planation 

(b)  Stevens's  Hifttry  of  Taxes,  p.  231. 

(e)  Life  and  Reign  of  Ed-ward  VI. 

A  Cbauntry,  was  a  little  Church,  Chapel ,  or  particular  Altar,  la 
fome  Cathedral  Church,  CSV.  endowed  with  Lands  or  other  Reve- 
nues, for  Maintenance  of  one  or  more  Priefts,  daily  to  fuip.  Mafs  and 
perform  divine  Service,  for  the  life  of  the  Founders  and  fuch  others 
as   they  appointed.  Free  Cbapeh,  were   independent  on    any 

Church,   and  endowed  for  much  the  fame  Purpofe  as  the  former. 

The  Obit  was  the  Anniverfary  of  any  Perfon's  Death  ;  and  to  ob- 
ferve  fuch  Day,  with  Prayers,  Aims,  and  other  Oblations,  was  call- 
ed the  keeping  the  Obit. Ar.r.i-jcrfarics,  weie  the  yearly  Re- 
turns of  the  Dav  ot  the  Death  of  Renoir,  which  the  Religious  re- 
gifter'd  in  their  Obitual   or  Martyrology  ,  and  annually  obferv'd,  in 

Gratitude  to  their  Founders  or  Benefactors.  Guild,  fignines  a 

Fraternity  or  Company,  from  the  Saxon  Guildan  to  pay  ;  becaule  e- 
very  one  was  to  pay  fome'.hing  towards  the  Char-c  and  Support  of  th.5 
^ompany.  Jamb's  Law  Difiiwarj, 
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King  Edward  vi.  planation  of  it.     That  learned  Author  acquaints 
us  ,  '  That  Archbifhop  Cranmer  infilled  ftronglya- 
gainft  the  Diflblution  of  thefe  Chauntries,  Colleges, 
£3V.  or  at  leaft,  that  it  might  be  poftponed  till  the 
King  came  at  Age.     That  by  this  Delay  the  Rea- 
fons  of  the  Diflblution  would  be  better  anfwer'd, 
and  the  Lands  preferved,  for,  the  Improvement  of 
the  Royal  Revenues :    That   during   his  Majelry's 
Minority,  there  would  be  Danger  of  alienating  the 
Eftates,  and  wafting  the  Treafure  arifing  from  thefe 
Endowments.     The  Archbifhop  had  like  wife  a  far- 
ther View  for  the  Benefit  o{   the  Church.    The 
Clergy  were  much  impoverifhed  by  impropriated 
Tythes  falling  amcngft  the  Laity,  which  mould  in 
all   Reafon  have   been   return'd     to   the   Church. 
Things  Handing  thus,  Cranmer  had  no  ProfpecT:  of 
retrieving  the  Misfortune,  but  by  refpiting  the  Dif- 
folution  of  the  Chauntries  till  the  King  was  a  Ma- 
jor.    Provided  he  could  make  the  Matter  reft  till 
that  Time,  he  did  not  queftion  the  pious  Difpofition 
of  this  Prince  might  be  prevail'd  on,   to  beftovv  thefe 
Foundations  upon  the  Parochial  Clergy,  who  were 
now  lamentably  reduced :    And  thus  far,  without 
Queftion,   the  reft  of  the   abovemention'd  Bifhops 
concurr'd  with  him.  But  the  Courtiers,  who  pufh'd 
the  Bill,  were  acted  by  different  Motives;    they 
wanted  Eitaies  to  their  new  Titles,  and  had  no  o- 
ther  Way  of  fatisfying  their  Pretentions  than  by 
feizing    the  Opportunity,  and  fharing  the  Chaun- 
try-  Lands  amongft  them,    while   the  Government 
was  in  their  Hands.     When  the  Bill  was  fent  down 
to  the  Lower  Houfe,  it  was  ftrongly   oppos'd  by 
l'ome  of  the  Members  :  It  was  urg'd,  that  the  Bo- 
roughs could  not  maintain  their  Churches,  nor   de- 
fray the  other  Expences  of  the  Guilds  and  Frater- 
nities, if  the  Eitates  belonging  to  them  were  granted 
to  the  Crown.      The  Arguments    upon   this  Head 
fway'd  the  Houfe,  and    biought  them    towards   a 
Vote  againft  paffing   that  Part  of  the  Bill  in  which 
the   Guilds    were  concern'd.      The    Burgefies  for 
Lynn  and  Coventry  diftinguiuYd    themfelves  moft 
upon  this  Occafion.    But  thefe  active  Members  were 

takers 
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taken  off  by  the  Court-Party,  upon  an  Afturance  King  Edward  VI. 
given,  that  their  Guild-Lands  fhould  be  reftor'd. 
Thus,    dropping  their  Oppofition,    the  Bill  pafs'd, 
and  the  Promife  is  faid  to  have  been  made  good  by 
the  Protestor. 

■  It  hath  been  already  obferV'd,  thefe  Chauntrey 
Lands,  Colleges,  &SV.  had  been  granted  to  the  late 
King,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs.  By  the  Ad:  in  the 
late  Reign  Commiflioners  are  named  for  giving  the 
King  Pofleffion  ;  who  when  they  had  enter'd  upon 
any  Part  of  the  Lands  within  their  Commiflion,  the 
Statute  from  that  Inftant  vefts  the  King  artd  his 
Heirs  in  thofe  Eftates.  But  as  it  happen'd,  the  Com- 
miflioners did  not  enter  into  a  great  Part  of  the 
Chauntrey  Lands  in  the  late  King's  Time,  which 
was  the  Reafon  of  making  a  new  Aft  for  this  Pur- 
pofe  in  the  Reign  before  us. 

■  And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  acquaint 
the  Reader,  that  the  Endowment  of  thefe  Chauntry 
Lands  was  for  the  Maintenance  of  one  or  more 
Priefts,  to  pray  for  the  Souls  of  their  Founders. 
Of  thefe  Chauntnes  and  F  ree  Chapels,  there  were 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventy-four. 
They  were  commonly  united  to  fome  Parochial, 
Collegiate,  or  Cathedral  Church.  The  Free  Cha- 
pels, tho'  defign'd  for  the  fame  Purpofe,  were  inde- 
pendent in  their  Constitution,  Hood  without  being 
annex'd,  and  were  better  endow'd.  The  Colleges 
exceeded  thefe  laft  Foundations,  both  in  the  Beauty 
oftheir  Building,  the  Number  of  Priefts,  and  the 
Largenefs  of  their  Revenues.  But  now  their  Fate 
was  determin'd  j  and  to  make  the  feizing  of  their 
Eftates  better  un'erftood,  the  Statute  fets  forth  in 
the  Preamble,  That  a  great  Part  of  the  Superftition 
and  Errors  in  Chriftian  Religion,  has  been  wrought 
in  the  Minds  and  Eftimation  of  Men,  by  reafon  of 
the  Ignorance  of  their  very  true  and  perfect  Salva- 
tion, through  the  Death  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  by 
devifing  and  phantafyng  vain  Opinions  of  Purgatory, 
and  Mafles  fatisfactory  to  be  lone  for  them  who  be 
departed  :  The  which  Doctrine  and  vain  Opinion, 
by  nothing  more  is  maintain'd  and  upholden,  than 

Vol.  III.  Q_  b.v 
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King  Edward  vi.  by  the  Abufe  of  Trentals,  Chauntties,  and  other 
Provifion  made  for  the  Continuance  of  the  faid 
Blindnefs  and  Ignorance. 

*  By  the  Way,  the  Mifperfuafion,  with  refpect 
to  the  Afliftances  defign'd  for  thofe  deceas'd,  feems 
in  a  great  Meafure  rectified,  by  the  Injiitution  and 
Necejfary  Erudition,  fet  forth  in  the  late  Reign.  In 
both  thefe  Books,  Difputes  about  the  Pains  iuffer'd 
by  thofe  who  died  under  imperfect  Qualifications,  is 
forbidden  ;  neither  is  the  Name  of  Purgatory  to  be 
fo  much  as  mentioned.  And  as  for  praying  for  the 
Dead,  it  was  not  only  Part  of  the  Divine  Service 
at  the  making  of  this  Statute,  but  continued  fo  in 
the  firft  reform'd  Liturgy  for  fome  Time  after. 

"  By  the  Settlement  of  Collegiate  Churches  and 
Chauntries,  there  was  a  Provifion  made  for  a  cer- 
tain Number  of  poor  People;  and  the  Alms  was  diftri- 
buted  on  the  Anniverfary  Day  of  the  Founders : 
This  Charity  was  fecur'd  by  a  Claufe  in  the  Act ; 
and  the  Commiffioners  were  order'd  toaffign  Lands, 
parcel  of  the  Premiffes,  for  the  Maintenance  of  the 
Diftribution. 

e  To  proceed :  The  Act  promifes  the  Eftates  of 
thefe  Foundations  fhall  be  converted  to  good  and 
godly  Ufes,  in  erecting  Grammar-Schools,  in  far- 
ther augmenting  the  Univerfities,  and  better  Provi- 
fion for  the  Poor  and  Needy.  But  thefe  Lands  be- 
ing moftly  fhafd  amongft  the  Courtiers,  and  others 
of  the  rich  Laity,  the  Promife  in  the  Preamble  was 
in  a  great  Meafure  impracticable.  To  proceed  to 
the  Body  of  the  Statute,  in  which  it  is  enacted, 
That  all  and  lingular  Colleges,  Free  Chapels, 
Chauntries,  Hofpitals,  Fraternities,  Brotherhoods, 
Guilds,  and  other  Promotions,  mention'd  in  the 
37th  Hen.  VIII.  Cop.  4.  with  all  their  Manfion- 
Houfes,  Manors,  Rents,  Tythes,  Churches,  Pa- 
tronage?, 13 c.  which  were  not  in  actual  Poll'eflion  of 
the  late  King,  are  granted  to  his  preient  Majefty, 
his  Heirs  and  SuccelTors,  for  ever.  All  Lands, 
Rents,  &c.  fettled  for  the  Maintenance  of  any  A- 
niverfary  and  Obit  are  likewife  given  the  Crown  by 
this  Statute.     The  Colleges  in  both  the  Univerfities, 

the 
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the  Chapel  of  St  George  at  Wind/or,  the  Colleges  of  King  Edward  Vh 
Winchejler  and  Eaton,  together  with  the  Cathedral 
Churches,  are  exprefly   excepted,    and  fecur'd  in 
this  Statute.     However,  the  Chauntries,  Obits,  and 
Settlements,  for  Lights  and  Lamps  in  any  of  the 
Cathedrals,   were  to  fall  within  the  Compafs  of  the 
Act.     By  this  Statute,  the  Commiflioners  are  em- 
powered to  allow  what  Penfion  they  thought  con- 
venient, to  thofe  who  were  turn'd  out   of  thefe 
Foundations.    By  another  Claufe,  all   Alienation 
of  the  Lands  of  Bifhopricks,  Deaneries,  Colleges, 
Archdeaconries,  Prebends,  ($c.  made  to  the  Crown 
in  the  late  and  prefent  Reign,  are  confirmed. 

*  And  laftly,  all  Goods,  Chattels,  Jewels,  Plate, 
Ornaments,  and  other  Moveables,  being  the  com- 
mon Goods  of  fuch  Colleges,  Free  Chapels,  Chaun- 
tries, or  ftipendiary  Priefts,  are  convey'd  to  the 
King.'  Thus  far  Mr  Collier. 

On  the  1 6th  of  December  another  Bill  was  intro- 
duced for  repealing  of  certain  Statutes  for  Treafon 
and  Felony.  This  Bill  being  a  Matter  of  great 
Concern  to  every  Subject,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed, confifting  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury \ 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  the 
Marquis  of  Dorfet,  the  Earls  of  Shrewsbury  and 
Southampton,  the  Bifhopsof  Ely,  Lincoln,  and  Wor- 
cejler,  the  Lords  Cobham,  Clinton,  and  IVentworth, 
with  certain  of  the  King's  learned  Council  ;  all 
which  Noblemen,  &c.  were  appointed  to  meet  a 
Committee  of  the  Commons  at  Two  o'Clock,  af- 
ter Dinner,  fays  the  Journal,  in  order  to  treat  and 
commune  on  the  Purport  of  the  faid  Bill. 

The  Commons  had  formed  another  Bill  for  re- 
pealing thefe  Statutes,  which  upon  fome  Conferen- 
ces they  were  willing  to  drop  ;  only  fome  Provifo's 
were  added  to  the  other,  from  which  the  Bifhops  of 
London,  Durham,  Ely,  Hereford,  and  Chicbe/ler, 
again  diflented.  The  Preamble  to  this  Statute  fets 
forth ;  c  That  [d)  nothing  made  a  Government 
«  happier  than  when  the  Prince  governed  with 
Q_  2  '  much 

{i)  Statuttt  at  large,  i  E4.  VI.  Caf>,  la,  Fox'f  Martyrs,  Vol,  II, 
1 .  1182, 


King  Edward  VI. 


All  A£Vs  for  ex- 
tending Treafon 
beyond  that  of 
25  Ed.  III.  re- 
peal'J. 
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much  Clemency,  and  the  Subjects  obeyed  out  of 
Love.  Yet  the  late  King  and  lome  of  his  Proge- 
nitors, being  provoked  by  the  Unrulinefs  of  fome 
of  their  People,  had  made  fevere  Laws  ;  but  they 
judging  neceflary  now  to  recommend  the  King's 
Government  to  the  Affections  of  the  People,  re- 
pealed all  Laws  that  made  any  Thing  to  be  Trea- 
fon, but  what  was  in  the  Act  of  25  Edward  III. 
as  alio  two  of  the  Statutes  about  Lollardies,  to- 
gether with  the  Act  of  the  fix  Articles,  and  the 
other  Acts  that  followed  in  Explanation  of  that. 
All  Ads  in  King  Henry  Vlllth's  Time,  declar- 
ing any  Thing  to  be  Felony  that  was  not  fo  de- 
clared before,  were  alfo  repealed  ;  together  with 
the  Acts  that  made  the  King's  Proclamations  of 
equal  Authority  with  Acts  of  Parliament.  It  was 
alio  enacted,  That  all  who  denied  the  King's  Supre- 
macy, or  aflerted  the  Pope's  in  Words,  ihould  for 
the  firft  Offence  forfeit  their  Goods  and  Chattels, 
and  fuffer  Imprifonment  during  Pleafure  ;  for  the 
fecond  Offence  mould  incur  the  Pain  of  Praemu- 
nire ;  and  for  the  third  Offence  be  attainted  of 
Treafon.  But  if  any  did  in  Writing,  Printing, 
or  by  any  overt  Act  or  Deed,  endeavour  to  de- 
prive the  King  of  his  Eftate  or  Tirles,  particular- 
ly of  his  Supremacy  ;  or  to  confer  them  on  any 
other,  after  the  firlt  of  March  next,  he  was  to 
be  adjudged  guilty  of  High  Treafon  :  And  if  any 
of  the  Heirs  of  the  Crown  mould  ufurp  upon 
another,  or  did  endeavour  to  break  the  Succeffion 
of  the  Crown,  it  was  declared  High  Treafon  in 
them,  their  Aiders  and  Abettors.  And  all  were 
to  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  Clergy,  and  the  Pri- 
vilege of  Sanctuary,  as  they  h  d  it  before  King 
Henry  Vlllth's  Reign  ;  excepting  only  iuch  as 
were  guilty  of  Murder,  Poifoning,  Burglary.  Rob-^ 
bing  on  the  High-Way,  the  dealing  of  Cattle, 
or  ftealing  out  of  Churches  or  Chapels.  Poifon- 
ers  were  to  fuffer  ar  other  Murtherers.  Nune 
were  to  be  accufed  of  Word;  but  within  a  Month 
after  they  were  fpoken.  And  thofe  who  called 
the  French  King  by  the  Title  of  King  of  France, 

%  were 
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*  were  not  to  be  efteemed  guilty  of  the  Pains  ofKingEdwardvr. 

*  tranflating  the  King's  Authority  or  Titles,  to 

*  any  other/ 

The  Repeal  of  all  thefe  Statutes,  opened  the 
Door  wide  for  Liberty  of  Confcience  all  over  Eng- 
land y  and,  Dr  Heylin  obferves  (t),  all  Men  were 
now  let  at  Liberty  to  read  the  Scriptures,  and  ex- 
pound them  as  they  pleafed  ;  of  entertaining  what 
Opinion  in  Religion  bell  agreed  with  their  Fancies, 
and  promulgating  thofe  Opinions  which  they  enter- 
tained. But  this  is  a  Miftake,  for  flill  the  Law  for 
burning  of  Heretick3  fubfifted  ;  of  which  kind  of 
Executions  there  were  feveral  Inftances  in  thi;  Reign. 

There  is  one  Thing  more  remarkable,  before  we 
conclude  the  Proceedings  of  this  Sefiion  ;  and 
that  is,  on  one  Day  of  it  when  a  certain  Provision 
was  made  to  the  Sacrament-Bill,  for  taking  of  it 
in  both  Kinds,  and  lent  down  from  the  Lords  to 
the  Commons,  for  their  Aflent  to  it,  the  latter 
would  not  receive  it,  becaufe  the  Lords  had  not  giv- 
en their  Conlent  to  the  lame. 

And  we  muft  not  forget  to  mention,  that  on  the 
29th  of  Nov.  a  Bill  againft  Vagabonds  was  brought 
in  ;  by  which  it  was  enacted,  *  That  all  that  mould  Aa  reiat;ng  to 
'  any  where  loiter  without  Work,  or  without  of-  Vagabonds. 

*  fering  themfelvesto  Work,  three  Days  together  ; 

*  or  that  fhould  runaway  from  Work,  and  refolve 
'  to  live  idly,  mould  be  feized  on  ;  and  whofoever 
'  fhould  prefent  them  to  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  was  to 

*  have  them   adjudged  to  be  his  Slaves   for  two 

*  Years  j  and  they  were  to  be  marked  with  the 
'  Letter  V,  imprinted  with  a  hot  Iron  on  their 
4  Breaft.'  A  great  many  Provifo's  follow  concern- 
ing Clerks  fo  convict  ;  which  (hew,  as  Bifhop  Bur- 
net obferves,  c  That  this  A£t  was  chiefly  levell'd  at 
the  idle  Monks  and  Friars,  who  went  about  the 
Country,  and  would  betake  themfelves  to  no  Em- 
ployment ;  but  finding  the  People  apt  to  have 
Compaflion  on  them,  they  continued  in  that  Courfe 
of  Life  ;  which  was  of  very  ill  Confequence  to  the 
State.     For  thefe  Vagrants  did  every  where  alienate 

Q.  3  the 

(e)Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  p.  4.S. 
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King  Edward  VI.  the  People's  Minds  from  the  Government,  and  per- 
suaded themThings  would  never  be  well  fettled,  'till 
they  were  again  reftored  to  their  Houfes.  Some  of 
thefe  came  often  to  London,  on  pretence  of  fuing 
for  their  Penfions,  but  really  to  pra&ife  up  and 
down  through  the  Country  :  To  prevent  this,  there 
was  a  Proclamation  fet  out  on  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber■,  requiring  them  to  flay  in  the  Places  where  they 
lived,  and  to  fend  up  a  Certificate  where  they  were, 
to  the  Court  of  Augmentations  j  who  mould  there- 
upon give  Order  for  their  conftant  Payment.  Some 
thought  this  Law  againft  Vagabonds  was  too  fevere, 
and  conirary  to  that  common  Liberty  of  which  the 
Englijk  Nation  has  been  always  very  fenfible,  both 
in  their  own  and  their  Neighbours  Particulars.  Yet 
it  could  not  be  denied,  but  extreme  Difeafes  requir'd 
extreme  Remedies ;  and  perhaps  there  is  noPunilh- 
ment  too  fevere  for  Perfons  that  are  in  Health,  and 
yet  prefer  a  loitering  Courfe  of  Life  to  an  honeft 
Employment.  There  followed  in  the  Adl  many 
excellent  Rules  for  providing  for  the  truly  poor  and 
indigent,  in  the  feveral  Places  where  they  were  born, 
and  had  their  Abode.  Of  which,  the  fame  Author 
ftill  obferves,  that  as  no  Nation  had  laid  down  more 
effectual  Rules  for  the  fupplying  the  Poor,  than 
England,  fo  that  indeed  none  can  be  in  abfolute 
Want ;  yet  the  Negledt  of  thefe  Laws  is  ajuft  and 
great  Reproach  on  thofe  who  are  charg'd  with  the 
Execution  of  them,  when  fuch  Numbers  of  poor 
Vagabonds  fwarm  every  where  without  the  due 
Reftraints  that  the  Laws  have  appointed.' 

On  the  24th  Day  of  December ,    all  the  Bills 
concluded  at  this  Seffion  being  ready  for  the  Royal 
AiTent,    they  were  palled  ;  we  fuppofe,    by   the 
Lord  Protestor,    for  the  King  was  not  prefent  in 
The  Parliament  the   Houfe.      After  which    the  Lord   Chancellor 
pwogu'd.  prorogued  the  Parliament,  from  that  Day  to  the 

20th  of  April  next  enfuing. 

In  the  Table  at  the  End  of  the  Proceedings  of 
this  Selfion,  in  the  Lord's  Journals,  are  the  Titles 
of  twenty  one  Statutes  then  enacted  ;  in  the  Statute 
Booh  are  fifteen.     But  the  Supernumerary  Ads  are 

only 
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only  on  private  Affairs  ;  amongft  which  three  con-  King  Edward  VI. 
cern  the  Reftitution,  in  BJood,  of  the  Lords  Staf- 
ford and  Lumley,  and  Griffith  Rice,  Gentleman. 
In  both  is  mentioned  that  the  King's  general  Par- 
don was  now  confirmed  by  Parliament,  with  the 
common  Exceptions  ;  amongft  which  all  thofe 
who  were  then  Prifoners  in  iheTower,  and  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  were  included. 

At  the  Time  limited,  by  the  Prorogation,  this 
Parliament  met  again ;  when  the  Lord  Chancellor 
declared  to  them,  that  for  certain  Caufes,  particu- 
larly the  War  which  then  raged  betwixt  England 
and  Scotland^  by  which  feveral  Members  could  not 
without  great  Danger  attend,  it  was  the  King's 
Pleafure  that  this  Parliament  fhould  be  again  pro- 
rogued from  that  Day  to  the  15  th  of  Oftober  next 
following,  And  the  King's  Letters  Patents,  ap- 
pointing fuch  a  Prorogation  were  read  accordingly. 

And,  on  the  faid  1 5  th  Day  of  Oftober,  other 
Letters  Patents  were  read,  importing,  that  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  Plague,  then  reigning  in  the  Cities  of 
London,  Wejlminjler,  and  the  Suburbs  thereof  {f\ 
the  Parliament  was  further  prorogued  to  the  24th 
Day  of  November  next  enfuing. 

At  which  Time,    they  being  again  affembled,  They'meet again, 
proceeded  to  do  Bufinefs;    but  nothing  of    any  AnnoRegma, 
Confequence  was  tranfacted  till  the  21ft  of  Decern-        J^' 
ber,  on  which  Day  the  Lord  Chancellor  adjourned 
the  Houfe  to  the  Morrow  after  the  Feaft  of  the 
Circumcifion,    or  January  the  2d.     It  is  fomewhat 
remarkable,  that  during  this  firft  Sitting,  and  the 
lecond,  the  Houfe  was  frequently  adjourned,  in  the 
Abfence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  the  Lord  Pro- 
tector, and  once  by  the  Lord  Keeper,  without  any 
Commiffion  from  the  King,  that  is  entered  in  the 
Journals  for  that  Purpofe. 

Janu- 

(f ) ef  pracipue  propter  In feEiionem  Aerh pejiiferh  ubiq;  per 

Ci-vitatei  nojlra  London,  Wcftmon,  et  Suburbis  earum,  adprafens  in- 
i-a!:fccn!em,  Sec. 

'J our  nil.  Procer.  An.  z.  Edward  VI, 

This  Plague  was  the  Sweating  Sicknefs,  which  then  raged  in  and 
about  London,  infoniuch,  that  near  one  thoufand  died  of  it  in  * 
Week's  Tims,     Stav/f,  Speed,  &v. 
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KingEdwardVi.  January  15th,  was  read  in  the  Houfe  for  the 
third  Time  and  paffed,  the  Bill  for  an  Uniformity 
of  Service  and  Adminiftration  of  Sacraments  to  be 

mkyfnR^riT.  had  throuShout  the  Realm.  But  it  was  not  con- 
*  eluded  with  the  Aflent  of  the  following  Lords,  for 
they  are  put  down  asagainft  it :  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
the  Bifhopsof  London ,  Durham,  Norwich,  Carli/Ie, 
Hereford,  Worcejier,  Wejlminjler  and  Chichefter, 
with  the  Lords  Dacres  and  Wind/or.  *  The  Pream- 
ble of  the  A&.  fets  forth,'  «  That  there  had  been 
feveral  Forms  of  Service,  and  that  of  late  there 
had  been  great  Difference  in  the  Adminiftration 
of  the  Sacraments,  and  other  Parts  of  Divine 
Worfhip :  And  that  the  moft  effectual  Endea- 
vours could  not  flop  the  Inclinations  of  many  to 
depart  frqrn  the  former  Cuftoms ;  which  the 
King  had  not  punifheJ,  believing  they  flowed 
from  a  good  Zeal.  But  that  there  might  be  an 
uniform  Way  over  all  the  Kingdom,  the  King, 
by  the  Advice  of  the  Lord  Protector  and  his 
Council,  had  appointed  the  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, with  other  learned  and  difcreet  Bifhops 
and  Divines,  to  draw  up  an  Order  of  DivineWor- 
fhip,  having  RefpecT:  to  the  pure  Religion  of 
Chrift  taught  in  the  Scripture,  and  to  the  Pradife 
of  the  Primitive  Church,  which  they,  by  the  Aid 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  had  with  one  uniform  Agree- 
ment concluded  on  ;  wherefore  the  Parliament 
having  coniidered  the  Book,  and  the  Things  that 
were  altered  or  retained  in  it,  they  gave  their  moft 
humble  Thanks  to  the  King  for  his  Care  about 
it  ;  and  did  pray  that  all  who  had  formerly 
offended  in  thefe  Matters,  except  fuch  as  were 
in  the  Tower  of  London,  or  the  Priibn  of  the 
Fleet,  fhould  be  pardoned  :  And  did  enact,  that 
from  the  Feaft  of  Whit-Sunday  next,  all  Divine 
Offices  mould  be  performed  according  to  it ;  and 
that  fuch  of  the  Clergy  as  fhould  refufe  to  do  it, 
or  continue  to  officiate  in  any  other  Manner, 
fhould  upon  the  firft  Conviction  be  imprifoned 
fix  Months,  and  forfeit  a  Years  Profit  of  their 
Benefice:  For  the  fecond  Offence  forfeit  all  their 

'  Church 
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'  Church  Preferments,  and  fuffer  a  Year's  Impri-  King  Edward  VI. 

*  fonment :  And  for  the  third  Offence  mould  be 
'  imprifoned  during  Life.  And  all  that  mould 
c  write,  or  put  out  Things  in  Print  againft  it,  or 
'  threaten  any  Clergymen  for  ufing  it,  were  to  be 
'  fined  lol.  for  the  firftOffence ;  20/.  for  thefecond; 

*  and  to  forfeit  all  their  Goods,  and  be  imprifoned 
'  for  Life,  upon  a  third  Offence.     Only  at  the 

*  Univerfities  they  might  ufe  it  in  Latin  and  Greek, 

*  excepting  the  Office  of  the  Communion.     It  was 

*  alfo  lawful  to  ufe  other  Pfalms  or  Prayers  taken 

*  out  of  the  Bible,  fo  thefe  in  the  Book  were  not 

*  omitted.'  This  A3,  was  varioufly  cenfured  by 
thofe  who  difliked  it.  Some  thought  it  too  much 
that  it  was  faid  the  Book  was  drawn  by  the  Aid  of 
the  Holy  Ghofi.  But  others  faid  this  was  not  to 
be  fo  under  flood,  as  if  they  had  been  infpired  by 
extraordinary  Affiftance,  for  then  there  had  been 
no  Room  for  any  Correction  of  what  was  now 
donej  and  therefore  it  was  only  to  be  underftood 
in  that  Senfe,  as  all  good  Motions  and  Confutations 
are  directed  or  aflifte:)  by  the  fecret  Influences  cf 
God's  Holy  Spirit ;  which  do  oft  help  good  Men, 
even  in  their  impel  fed  Actions,  where  the  Good 
that  is  done  is  juftly  afcribed  to  the  Grace  of  God. 
Others  cenfured  it,  becaufe  it  was  faid  to  be  done 
by  uniform  Agreement,  though  four  of  the  Bifhops 
that  were  employed  in  the  drawing  of  it,  protefled 
againft  it.  Thefe  were  the  Bifhops  of  Norwich, 
Hereford,  Chichejicr  and  Wefiminjler ;  but  thefe 
had  agreed  in  the  m;  in  Parts  of  the  Work,  though 
in  fome  few  Particulars  they  were  not  fatisfied, 
which  made  them  difient  from  the  whole  (g).' 

One  Thing  mu-if  not  be  omitted ;  that  whilft  this 
Bill  of  Common  Pra/er  was  debating  in  the  Houfe 
of  Comm  -s,  one  Storey,  a  Member,  fpoke  fo 
fharply  againft  it,  and  was  fo  free  of  his  Reflections 
on  the  King  ani  the  Protestor,  that  he  was  put 
into  the  Serjeant's  Hands.,  and  fent  to  the  Tower. 

The 

(g)  The  King,  in  hi-  Journal,  fays  this  Bill  on  the  Sacrament  oo 
cafton°d  a  notable  Deputation  in  the  Parliament  Houfe. 

Burnet,  Vol.  II.  in  Atfcndicc. 


Another  allow 
ing  Priefts  to 
marry. 
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KingHwardVl.The  Words  he  fpoke  from .  were  thefe,  Wounf 
thee,  O  England,  when  thy  King  is  a  Child.  An 
Impeachment  was  actually  drawn  i;p  againft  him 
for  it  ;  out,  upon  his  humble  Submiflion,  the 
Houfe  ordered  the  Privy  Counfellors  to  acquaint 
the  Protector,  that  it  was  their  Refolution  he  mould 
be  difcharged,  and  they  defired  the  King  would 
forgive  his  Offence  againft  him  and  the  Council. 

The  next  was  a  Bill  for  the  Marriage  of  Priefts, 
which  pailed  both  Houfes  on  the  19th  of  February ; 
amongft  the  Peers  the  Bifhopsof  Lend  n.  Durham, 
Norwich,  Car'i/le,  Worcejler,  Uriftol,  CHcheJxer 
and  Landaff,  with  the  Lords  Morhy,  Daves,  Wincifor 
and  Wharton,  difieming.  The  Preamble  of  this 
Act  declares, 

'  That  it   were  better  for  Priefts  and  the  Mini- 

*  fters  of  the  Church  to  live  chafte  and  without 
e  Marriage  j  whereby  they  might  better  attend  to 
'  the  Miniftry  of  the  Gofpel,  and  be  lefs  diftracted 
'  with  fecular  Cares ;  fo  that  it  were  much  to  be 

*  wifhed,  that  they  would  of  themfelves  abftain. 
1  But  great  Filthines  of  living,  with  other  Incon- 
'  veniencies,  had  followed  on  the  Laws  that  com- 
'  pelled  Chaftity,  and  prohibited  Marriage  ;  fo  that 
'  it  was  better  they  fhould  be  fuffered  to  marry  than 

*  be  fo  reftrained  :  Therefore  all  Laws  and  Canons 

*  that  had  been  made  againft  it,  being  only  made 
'  by  human  Authority,  are  repealed.  So  that  all 
'  Spiritual  Perfons,  of  what  Degree  foever,  might 

*  lawfully  marry,  provided  they  married  according 
c  to  the  Order  of  the  Church.  But  a  Provilb  was 
'  added,  that  becaufe  many  Divorces  of  Priefts  had 

*  been  made  after  the  fix  Articles  were  enacted, 

*  an^i  that  the  Women  might  have  thereupon  mar- 

*  ried  again,  all  tbele  Divorces,  with  every  Thing 
'  that  had  followed  on  them,  fhould  be  confirmed.' 

Billiop  Burnet  obferves,  that  there  was  no  Law 
that  palled  in  this  Reign  more  contradicted  and  cen- 
fured  than  this.  And  has  taken  great  Pains  to  prove 
the  Validity  of  it,  from  Scripture  and  the  Fathers  (/;). 

He 

[b)  Reformation ,  Vol.11.  P.  S9  1093.  Sec  a'.fo  Heylin,  P.  6^, 
&c.     Foxe's  Martyrs,  Vol.  11.  P.  1184. 
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He  has  alfo  thoroughly  examined  the  Vows  andKingEdvvardVI# 
other  Reafons  againft  it ;  and,  in  fine,  hath  endea- 
voured to  convince  the  World,  that  there  is  much 
more  Chaftity  in  a  married  than  an  unmarried  Prieft. 
His  Conduct  {hewed  that  he  himfelf  was  tho- 
roughly fatisfied  in  this  Matter,  having  married  no 
lefs  than  three  Wives  to  preferve  his  own  Chaftity. 

Two  other  Acts  palled  this  Seflion,  which  Dr. 
Heylin  fays  were  exceeding  neceffary  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  the  Church's  Patrimony,  then  near  difli- 
pated. 

'  The  firft  was   made   for  the   Encouragement 

and  Support  of  the  Parochial  Clergy,  in  the  true 

Payment  of  their  Tithes,  lately  invaded  by  their 

Patrons,   and  otherwife  in  Danger  to  be  loft  for 

ever,  by  the  Avaricioufnefs  of  the  Parifhioners,  as 

before  was  faid.  .  For  Remedy  whereof,    it   was 

enacted,  '  That  no  Perfon  or  Perfons,  fhould  from  And  for  better 

thenceforth  take  or  carry  away,   any  Tithe  or  fnPPortin§ thc 

Tithes,  which  had  been  received,  or  paid,  within  Parochlalclersy' 

forty  Years  next  before  the  Date  thereof,  or  of 

Right  ought  to  have  been  paid,  in  the  Place  or 

Places  tithable  in  the  fame,  before  he  hath  juftly 

divided  or  fet  forth  the  Tithe  thereof,  the  tenth 

Part  of  the  fame,  or  otherwife  agree  for  the  fame 

Tithes,  with  the  Parfon,  Vicar,  or  other  Owner, 

Proprietor,   or  Farmer  of  the  fame,  under  the 

Pain   or  Forfeiture  of  the  treble  Value  of  the 

Tithes  fo  taken  or  carried  away.'     To  which  a 

Claufe  was  alfo  added,  enabling  the  iaid  Parfons, 

Vicars,  &c.  to  enter  upon  any  Man's  Land  for  the 

due  fetting  of  his  Tithes,   and  carrying  away  the 

fame  without  Moleiiarion  ;  with  other  Claufcs  no 

lefs  beneficial  to  the  injured  Clergy.     And  becaufe 

the  Revenue  of  the  Clergy  had  been  much  dimi- 

nifhed  by  the  Lofsof  fuch  Offerings  and  Oblations, 

as  had  been  accuftormbly  made  at  the  Shrines  of 

certain  Images,  now  either  defaced  or  removed  j  it 

was  thought   meet   to   make    them  lome  Amends 

in  another  Way.     And  thereupon  it  was  enacted, 

*  That  every  Perfon  exercifing  Merchandifes,  Bar- 

*  gaining,    and  SeiLng,    Cloathmg,  Handy -Craft, 

'  and 
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King  Edward  vi. '  anc*  otner  Art  and  Faculty,  being  fuch  Kind  of 
'  Perfons,  and  in  fuch  Places  as  heretofore,  within 

*  the  Space  of  forty  Years  then  before  pafTed,  have 
4  accuftomably   ufed  to  pay  fuch  perfonal  Tithes, 

*  or  of  Right  ought  to  pay,  (other  than  fuch  as  the 
'  common  Day- Labourers,)  (hall  yearly,  at,  or  be- 
e  fore,  the  Feaft  of  Eajler,  pay  for  his  Perfo- 
4  nal  Tithes,    the  tenth  Part  of  his  clear  Gains  j 

*  his  Charges  and  Expences,  according  to  his  Lftate 

*  and  Condition,  or  Decree,  to  be  there  allowed, 
'  abated  and  deducted  ;    with  a  Provifo   for  fome 

*  Remedy  to  be  had  the-ein  before  the  Ordinary,  in 

*  the  Cafe  of  Tergiverfaricn,  or  Reiufal.'  But  the 
Power  of  the  Bifhops,  and  other  Ordinaries,  grow- 
ing lefs  and  left,  and  little  or  no  Execution  follow- 
ing in  that  Behalf,  this  laft  Claufe  proved  of  little 
Benefit  to  thofe  whom  it  molt  concerned  ;  who, 
living  for  the  moil  Part  in  Market-Towns,  and 
having  no  Predial  Tithes  to  truft  to,  are  thereby  in 
a  far  worfe  Condition  than  the  rural  Clergy.' 

And  now  that  we  have  done  with  the  moll 
material  Religious  Ads,  which  palled  this  Seflion, 
we  (hall  go  on  to  others. 

On  the  25th  of  February  a  Bill  was  brought  in 

to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  for  the  Attainder  of  Sir  Tko- 

Proceedings  on    mas  Seymour,  Knt.    Lord  Seymour  of  Sudley,  Lord 

Tbomaturd °f  HiSh  Admiral  of  England,  own  Uncle  to  the  King, 

Seymour.  and  Brother  to  the  Lord  Protector.     It  was  read  a 

fecond  and  a  third  lime,  on  the  next  Day,  and 

the  Day  following  ;  but,  before  it  palled  the  Lord?, 

'  It  was  thought  good,  fays  the  Journal,  to  fend 

*  down  certain  Minifters  of  the  Upper  Houfe,  to 
'  declare  unto  the  Members  of  the  Nether  Houfe, 
c  the  Manner  after  which  the  Lords  had  proceeded 

*  in  this  Matter;  and  to  declare  unto  them,  alfo, 

*  that  if  they  minded  to  proceed  in  like  Sort,  cer- 

*  tain  Noblemen,  who  had  given  Evidence  againft 
4  the  faid  Admiral,  mould  be  fent  unto  them  to 

*  declare,  by  Mouth  and  Prefence,  fuch  Matter  as 
'  by  their  Writing  fhould  in  the  mean  Time  appear 

*  before  them.'  After  which  follows  this  Memo- 
randum, *  That  it  appears  by  the  Journal  Book,  as 

4  well 
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*  well  this  Day,  as  at  every  feveral  reading  of  theKingEdwardVi. 
c  Bill  for  the  Attainder  of  the  Lord  Thomas  Seymour , 

*  Lord  Admiral,  that  the  Lord  Proteclor,  his  Bro- 
'  ther,   was  prefent.' 

March  the  2d,  another  Article  is  entered  on  the 
Journal,  relating  to  the  aforefaid  Bill,  in  thefe 
Words,  '  This  Day  were  fent  down  the  Mailer  of 
'  the  Rolls,  Sir  James  Hales,  and  Serjeant  Malli- 
!  neux,  with  like  Commiflion,  in  Effect,  as  was 
1  fent  down  the  Wednefday  before.     Anfwer  was 

*  made  that  they  would  confult  together,  and  there- 
'  upon  they  would  with  Speed  fend  up  their  Re- 
'  folution  ;  but  noHafte  having  been  made  therein 
'  by  them  of  the  Nether  Houfe,  and  the  Lords  hav 

*  ing  fat  fo  long,  as  they  thought  the  Time  very 

*  far  fpent,  they  concluded  to  depart ;  defiring  the 

*  Lord  Protector  that  it  would  pleafe  him  to  receive 

*  fuch  Anfwer,  as  mould  be  fent,  touching  this 
'  Matter,  from  the  Nether  Houfe ;  and  to  make 
c  Report  thereof  at  the  next  AiTembly,  which 
'  mould  be  on  Monday  next.'  But  tho'  we  find 
that  the  Protestor  was  prefent  on  that  Day,  yet  no 
MeiTage  from  the  Commons  is  entered ;  and  we 
are  only  told,  that,  on  March  the  5th,  the  Bill  for 
the  Attainder  of  the  Lord  Admiral  was  fent  up, 
amongft  others,  as  palled  by  that  Houfe. 

But,  by  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
it  appears,  that  this  Bill  was  read  there  the  laft  Day 
of  February,  for  the  firft  Time.  Again  on  March 
1  ft.  And  that  March  2d,  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  % 
Serjeant  Mollineux,  Serjeant  Hales,  and  the  King's 
Solicitor,  were  fent  from  the  Lords  to  know  the 
Pleafure  of  the  Houfe,  if  it  fhould  be  refolved  there 
to  pafs  upon  the  Attainder  of  the  Admiral  in  fuch 
Order  as  was  palled  in  the  Higher  Houfe.  Hereupon 
it  was  ordered,  that  Advertifement  thereof  fhould  be 
fent  to  the  Lords  by  fome  of  that  Houfe.  Then  it 
was  refolved  that  the  Evidence  fhould  be  heard  or- 
derly, as  it  was  before  the  Lords.  And,  alfo,  to 
require  that  the  Lords  who  affirmed  that  Evidence, 
might  come  hither  and  declare  it  viva  Voce.  And 
this  to  be  delivered  to  the  Lord  Protector,   by  Mr. 

Spea- 
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King Edvwid vi.  Speaker,  and  other  the  King's  Privy  Council  in  that 
Houfe. 

March  4th,  the  Matter  of  the  Rolls,  &c.  declared 
the  King's  Pleafure  to  be,  that  the  Admiral's  Prefence 
was  not  neceflary  in  this  Court ;  and  therefore  he 
need  not  to  be  there.  And  further  declared,  that  if  the 
Houfe  required  to  have  the  Lords  to  come,  and  to 
iatisfy  them  for  the  Evidence  againft  the  Admiral, 
the  Lords  would  come.  Then  it  was  ordered, 
that  Mr.  Comptroller,  and  others  of  the  King's 
Privy  Council,  mould  hear  the  Lords ;  and  require, 
that  if  it  were  judged  neceflary  to  have  the  Lords 
come,  that  upon  any  further  Suit  they  might  come 
down  to  their  Houfe.  The  fame  Day  the  Bill  for 
the  Attaindure  of  Sir  Thomas  Seymour,  Lord  Sudley, 
was  read  a  third  Time  ;  and,  as  Rapin  informs  us, 
tho'  we  know  not  from  what  Authority,  the  Bill 
palled  in  a  full  Houfe  of  four  hundred  £  not  above 
ten  or  twelve  voting  in  the  Negative  (i). 

We  have  now  given  what  is  faid,  in  both  the 
"Journals,  on  this  extraordinary  Affair  ;  where  the 
Blood  of  fo  great  aPerfon  ,as  the  Lord  Admiral,  and 
fo  nearly  related  to  the  Crown,  is  concerned.  We 
fhall  next  fubjoin  the  Accounts  which  Hiftorians 
give  relating  to  it ;  in  order  to  explain,  as  far  as  pof- 
fible,  the  Springs  and  Motions  which  fet  this  great 
A4achine  at  Work,  which,  in  the  End,  wrought  the 

mMteThS'"  Downfal  of  both  the  Brethren.  And  firtt,  Sir 
"John  Hay-ward,  the  particular  Writer  of  this  King's 
Life,  claims  the  Preference. 

'  The  King  had  two  Uncle.-,  Brothers  to  Queen 
"Jane  his  deceafed  Mother,  Edward  Duke  of  So- 
merfet  Lord  Protector,  and  Thomas  Lord  Seymour 
Baron  of  Sudley,  High  Admiral  of  England.  As 
the  Duke  was  elder  in  Years,  fo  was  he  more  (laid 
in  Behaviour.  The  Lord  Sudley  was  fierce  in  Cou- 
rage, courtly  in  Fafliion,  in  Perfonage  (lately,  in 
Voice  magnificent,  but  fomewhat  empty  of  M  itter : 
Both  were  fo  faithfully  affected  to  the  King,  that 
the  one  might  well  be  termed  his  Sword,  and  the 

other 

(i)  Uijiorj  of  England,  Vol.  II.     Pag.    14, 
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other  his  Target.  The  Duke  was  greateft  in  Fa-  King  EdwardVi 
vour  with  the  People,  the  Lo.rd  Sudley  raoft  refpect- 
ed  by  the  Nobility  ;  both  highly  efteem'd  by  the 
King  ;  both  fortunate  alike  in  their  Advancements  ; 
both  ruin'd  alike  by  their  own  Vanity  and  Folly. 
Whilft  thefe  two  Brothers  held  in  Amity,  they  were 
like  two  Arms,  the  one  defending  the  other,  and 
both  of  them  the  King.  But  many  Things  did 
move  together  to  diflblve  their  Love,  and  bring 
them  to  Ruin :  Firft,  their  contrary  Difpofition, 
the  one  being  tradable  and  mild,  the  other  ftiffand 
impatient  of  a  Superior ;  whereby  they  liv'd  but  in 
cunning  Concord,  as  Brothers  glew'd  together,  but 
not  united  in  Grain  :  Then  much  fecret  Envy  was 
born  againft  them,  for  that  their  new  Luftre  did 
dim  the  Light  of  Men  honour'd  with  ancient  No- 
bility. Laftly,  they  were  openly  minded,  hafly 
and  foon  mov'd,  alfo  uncircumfpedl  and  eafy  to  be 
cheated.  .  By  thefe  the  Knot,  not  only  of  Love  but 
of  Nature,  between  them  wasdiflblved  $  fo  much 
the  more  Pity,  for  that  the  firft  Caufe  proceeded 
from  the  Pride,  the  haughty  Hate,  the  unquiet  Va- 
nity of  a  mannifh  or  rather  a  devilifh  Woman. 

'  For  the  Lord  Sudley  had  taken  toWife  Katberine 
Parre,  Queen  Dowager,  laft  Wife  to  King  Henry 
the  Eighth  ;  a  Woman  beautify'd  with  many  ex- 
cellent Virtues,  efpecially  with  Humility  the  Beauty 
of  all  other  Virtues.  The  Duke  had  taken  to  Wife 
Anne  Stanhope,  a  Woman  for  many  Imperfection? 
intolerable,  but  for  Pride  monftrous :  She  was  ex- 
ceedingly fubtile  and  violent  in  accomplifhing 
her  Ends,  for  which  fhe  fpurn'd  over  all  Refpecls 
both  of  Confcience  and  of  Shame.  This  Woman 
did  bear  fuch  invincible  Hate,  firft  againft  the  Queen 
Dowager,  for  light  Cauies  and  Womens  Quarrels, 
efpecially  for  that  fhe  had  Precedency  of  Place  be- 
fore her,  being  Wife  to  the  greateft  Peer  in  the  Land, 
then  to  the  Lord  Sudley  for  her  Sake  ;  that  albeit 
the  Queen  Dowager  died  by  Child- Birth,  yet  would 
not  her  Malice  either  die  or  decreafe  ;  but  continu- 
ally fhe  rubbed  into  the  Duke's  dull  Capacity,  that 
the  Lord  Sudley%  diflenting  from  him  in  Opinion  of 

Re- 
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his  Life  ;  as  well  in  regard  of  the  common  Caufe  of 
Religion,  as  thereby  happily  to  attain  his  Place. 
Many  other  Things  (he  boldly  feign'd,  being  afiur'd 
of  eafy  Belief  in  her  heedlefs  Hearer,  always  fearful 
and  fufpicious,  as  of  feeble  Spirit,  but  now  more  than 
ever,  by  reafon  of  fome  late  Oppofition  againft: 
him.  Her  Perfwafions  ihe  cunningiy  intermix'd 
with  Tears,  affirming,  That  (he  would  depart  from 
him,  as  willing  rather  to  hear  both  of  his  Difgraces 
and  Dangers,  than  either  to  fee  the  one  or  partici- 
pate of  the  other. 

*  The  Duke  embracing  this  Woman's  Counfel, 
(z  Woman's  Counfel  indeed,  and  nothing  the  better) 
yielded  himfelf  both  to  advife  and  devife  for  De- 
ftrucfion  of  his  Brother.  The  Earl  of  Warw'nk 
had  his  Finger  in  the  Bufinefs,  and  drew  others  alfo 
to  give  either  Furtherance  or  Way  to  her  violent 
Deflres  ;  being  well  content  fhe  mould  have  her 
Mind,  fo  as  the  Duke  might  thereby  incur  Infamy 
and  Hate.  Hereupon  the  Lord  Sudley  was  arreft- 
ed,  and  fent  to  the  Tower  j  and  in  very  fhort 
Time  after,  condemn'd  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
And  within  a  few  Days  after  his  Condemnation,  a 
Warrant  was  fent  under  the  Hand  of  his  Brother  the 
Duke,  whereby  his  Head  was  deliver'd  to  the  Ax. 
His  own  fierce  Courage  baften'd  his  Death,  becauie 
equally  ballanc'd  between  Doubt  and  Difdain,  he 
was  defirous  rather  to  die  at  once,  than  to  linger 
long  upon  Curtefy  and  in  Fear. 

'  The  Accufafion  againft  him   contain'd  much 

frivolous  Matter,  or  term  them  pitiful,  if  vou  pleafe. 

The  Aclof  Parliament  exprefles  thefe  Caufes  of  his 

Attaindure  :  For  attempting  to    get  inio  his  Cuf- 

tody  the  Perfon  of  the  King  and  Government  of 

the  Realm  ;  for  making  much  Provifion  of  Money 

and  Victuals;  for  endeavouring  to  marry  ihe  Lady 

Elizabeth  the    King's  Sifter  ;   for  perfuading   the 

King  in  his  tender  Age  to  take  upon  him  the  Rule 

and  Ord->rof himfelf.     The  Proofs  nvght  e?fily  be 

made,  becaufe  he  was  never  call'd  to  his   Aniwer. 

But  as  well  the  Proteftations  at   the  Point   of  his 

Death, 
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Death,  as  the  open  Courfe  and  Carriage  of  his  Life,  King  Edward  VI. 
clear'd  him  in  Opinion  of  many.  So  doubtful  are 
all  weighty  Matters,  whilft  fome  take  all  they  hear 
for  certain,  others  making  Queftionof  any  Truths, 
Pofteritv  enlarging  both.  Dr.  Latymer,  pretending 
all  the  Gravity  and  Sincerity  of  a  profefs'd  Divine, 
yet  content  to  be  ferviceable  to  great  Men's  Ends, 
declar'd  in  a  Sermon  before  the  King,  that  whilft 
the  Lord  Sudky  was  a  Prifoner  in  the  Tower,  he 
wrote  to  the  Lady  Mary  and  the  Lady  Elizabeth, 
tiie  King's  Sifters,  that  they  mould  revenge  his  Death; 
which  indeed  the  Lady  Mary  afterwards  more  truly 
did,  by  executing  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  than  either 
fhe  was,  or  at  that  Time  could  in  particular  be  re- 
quir'd.  Many  other  Imputations  he  call  forth  be- 
fides ;  mod  doubted,  many  known  to  be  untrue : 
And  fo  whereas  Papinian  a  Civil  Lawyer,  but  a 
Heathen,  chofe  rather  to  die  than  to  defend  the 
Murder  which  the  Emperor  Caracalh  had  done  up- 
on his  Brother  Geta ,  fome  Theologians  have  been 
employed  to  defile  Places  erected  only  for  Religion 
and  Truth  jby  defending  Oppreflions  and  Factions, 
ftaining  their  Profeflions  and  the  good  Arts  which 
they  had  learn'd,  by  publifhing  odious  Untruths 
upon  Report  and  Credit  of  others.5 

The  Annotator  on  this  Author,  in  Rennet's  Hifto- 
ry  of  England,  who  figns  himfelf  J.  S.  has  taken  a 
great  deal  of  Pains  to  wipe  off  the  Afperfions  here 
laid  on  the  Duke  of  Somerfet ;  and  aflerts,  that  the 
Story  of  the  Female  Quarrel  is  untrue  ;  and  taken 
from  Sanders's  Hiftory  of  the  Engli/l)  Schifm,  a  vi- 
rulent Writer  againft  the  Reformation.  He  has 
endeavoured,  alfo,  to  vindicate  the  Protector,  in  his 
Behaviour  towards  his  Brother,  before  and  at  the 
Time  when  the  Bill  of  Atlaindure  was  depending. 
He  calls  him  an  evil  Man,  turbulent,  and  of  am- 
bitious Defigns  from  the  Beginning  of  the  King's 
Reign.  That  he  raifed  Soldiers,  and  threatned  that 
he  would  make  the  blacke/l  Parliament  that  ever  was 
in  England.  That  he  was  fufpeded  to  have  poi- 
foned  his  Wife,  that  excellent  Woman,  Queen  Ka- 
tharine ;  that  being  fingle,  he  might  make  his  Ad- 

Vol.  III.  R  drefs 
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King  Edward  vi.  drefs  to  tne  Lady  Elizabeth,  the  King's  Sifter,  and 
one  of  the  Heirs  to  the  Crown  And  adds,  that, 
iiirely,  Sir  John  Hayivard  had  never  read  the  Aft 
of  Parliament  whereby  that  Lord  was  attainted, 
to  term  his  Accufations  to  be  frivolous  and  pitiful 
Matters.  He  goes  on,  ana  quotes  from  Burnet's 
Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  who,  he  adds,  hath 
exemplified,  from  the  Council  Book,  the  Articles  a- 
gainft  him  to  the  Number  of  thirty-three,  which 
will  (hew  what  heavy  Crimes  was  laid  to  his 
Charge.  And  which,  although  he  was  urged  by  the 
Lords  of  me  Council,  upon  his  Allegiance,  to  make 
Anfwer  to,  he  would  not  be  perfwaded  to  do  it  ; 
till,  at  laft,  he  made  fome  Anfwer  to  the  three 
firft,  but  no  more  ;  nor  would  hefet  his  Hand  to 
them. 

The  Reader  may  judge  of  thefe  contrary  Ac- 
counts as  he  pleaies  ;  or  if  he  is  defirous  to  read  the 
whole  Affair,  he  may  confult  Bifhop  Burnet,  who 
is  very  copious  about  it :  We  {hall  only  obferve  that, 
by  ihe  Journals,  it  appears  that  the  Duke  of  Somer- 
fet,  as  Protector,  fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  every 
Day,  whilft  the  Bill  of  Attaindure  againft  his  own 
Brother  was  depending;  and  no  doubt  voted  in  this 
Cafe  of  Blood.  From  whence  we  may  infer,  that  the 
Profecution  was  but  too  pleafing  to  him  j  fince  he 
might  have  been  well  excufed  fromluch  an  Attend- 
ance on  the  Fate  of  fo  near  a  Relation,  as  well  as 
iigning  a  Warrant  for  his  Exe.ution. 

He  »  beheaded.  Qn  tne  20th  of  March,  the  Admiral  was  behead- 
ed ;  but,  it  was  amply  returned  upon  the  Protec- 
tor in  a  fhort  Space  after  ;  and,  as  Grafton  ob- 
ferves(£),  theFall  of  one  Brother  prov'd  the  over- 
throw of   the  other  (I J. 

To 

(k)  Hijlofy  if 'England '.     S:<b  hoc  Anno. 

\l)  Heylin  draws  up  a  fhort  Parallel  between  the  two  Brothers. 
The  Admiral  was  a  Man  of  Addrefs,  well  male,  and  brave  in  hi* 
Peribn  ;  but  not  without  an  Allay  or"  Haughrinefs  and  Ambition. 
The  Duke  was  of  a  mo;cmild  and  condefcentive  Temper,  more  fuf- 
ceptible  of  Imprefiions,  and  open  in  di 'coveting  his  Mind,  TheHif- 
tcrian  concludes,  If  their  pood  Qualities  had  been  joined,  and  their 
Dcfetts  dif'.harged,  they  would  both  have  made  an  admirable  Man. 
Hijiory  ojtbi  Reformation,  Pag.  245. 
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To  go  on  with  the  Journals.  King  Edwardvr, 

March  the  12th,  was  expedited  the  Bill  for  grant- 
ing a  Subfidy  from  the  Temporality  to  the  King's 
Majefty.  This,  as  the  Act  exprefles  it  (m),  was 
a  Relief  out  of  Sheep,  Cloths,  Goods  and  Debts,  &fY.  A  Subfidy } 
to  be  paid  in  three  Years.  The  Clergy  granted 
6  d.  in  the  Pound  to  be  paid,  alfo,  In  three  Years. 
In  the  Preamble  to  their  Bill  they  acknowledged 
the  great  Quietnefs  they  enjoyed  under  the  King, 
having  no  Let  nor  Impediment  in  the  Service  of 
God.  But  the  Laity  let  out  their  Subfidy  with  a 
much  fuller  Preamble  c  of  the  great  Happinefs  they 

*  had  by  the  true  Religion  oiChrift  ;  declaring  that 
'  they  were  ready  to  forfake  all  Things  rather  thari 

*  Chrlft  ;  as,  alfo  to  aflift  the  King  in  the  Conqueft 
'  of  Scotland,  which  they  call  a  Part  of  his  Domi- 
'  nion  ;  therefore  they  gave  I2d.  in  the  Pound  on 
4  all  Men's   perfonal  Eftates,  to  be   paid  in  three 

*  Years/ 

The  next  Day  was  read  the  third  Time,  and  paf- 
fed,  a  Bill  for  a  general  Pardon  granted  by  the  King,  p^f 

And  on  the  13th  ibidem,  the  King  being  prefent 
in  the  Houfe,  all  the  great  Officers  of  State,  two 
Marquefles,  eight  Earls,  feventeen  Bifhops  and  fe- 
venteen  Barons,  the  Bills  all  obtain'd  the  Royal  Af- 
fent.     After  which,  his  Majefty,  in  Perfon,  pro-  s 

rogued  this  Parliament,  again,  to  the  4th  Day  of 
November   next    enfuing. 

There  are  the  Titles  of  no  lefs  than  fixty  Acts 
pafled  this  Seflion,  in  the  Lord's  Journals  ;  in  the 
printed  Book  of  Statutes  only  thirty-nine.  One; 
Sir  William  Sherrington,  Knight,  was  indicted  and 
and  attainted,  by  Confeflion,  of  High  Treafon  for 
counterfeiting  oiTejlons  to  the  Value  of  1 2,000  1.  (»). 
Several  Acts  alfo  paiTed  for  Reftitution  in  Blood  of 
Sir  George  Darcey  and  Sir  Ralph  Bulmer,  Knights  j 
Henry  JVeflon,  Ralph  Bigod,  Edward  Car  let  on,  Tho- 
mas Percy,  Efqrs ;  and  Mr.  Francis  Carew,  Gentle- 
man ;    who  themfclves,  or  their    Anceftors,  had 

R  2  been 

• 

(m)  Statutes  at  large.  Anno  z.  &    3.    Edward,  VI,     C.   36. 
\nj  He  was  looked  upon  as  an  Accomplice,  wich  the  Lord  Admiral, 

Bwnct* 
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KingEdward  vi  been  attainted  for  Rebellion  in  the  lad  Reign.     But 

we  muft  not  omit  another   Act,  which  was  palled 

this Sefiion, againft eating  Flefh  in  Lent.  In  the  Pre- 

Aftagainft eating  amble  °f  which  it  is  faid,   '  That  though  it  is  clear, 

FldhinLeAt,&c. '  by  the  Word  of  God,  that  there  is  no  Day,  nor 

'  Kind  of  Meat,  purer  than  another,  but   that  all 

*  are  in  themfelves alike  ;  yet  many  out  of  Senfua- 
'  lity  had  contemned  fuch  AbiVmence,  as  had  been 
'  formerly  uled  ;  and  fince  Abftmence  was  a  Means 

*  to  Vertue,  and  to  fubdue  Mens  Bodies    to  their 

*  Soul  and  Spirit,  and  was  alfo  neceflary  to  encou- 

*  rage  the  1  rade  of  Fifhing,  and  for  faving  of  Flefh ; 

*  therefore  all  former  Laws  about  Falling  and  Ab- 
'  ftinence  were  to  be,  after  the  firft  of  May,  repeal- 
'  ed;  and  it  was  enacted,  That  from  the  firft  of 
6  May,  none  fhould  eat  Flefh  on  Fridays,  Saiur- 

*  daysi   Ember-days,  in  Lent,  or  any  other  Days 

*  that  fhould  be  declared  Fifh-Days,  under  feveral 
'  Penalties.  A  Provifo  was  added  for  excepting 
'  fuch  as  fhould  obtain  the  King's  Licence,  or  were 
'  fick,  and  weak,  and  that  none  fhould  be  indicted 
'  but  within  three  Months  after  the  Offence.' 

And,  laftly,  we  (hall  conclude  our  Account  of 
thePrcceedings  of  this  Sefiion,  in  the  Words  of  ano- 
ther Ecclefiaftical  Writer  (0),  tho''  it  is  on  a  quite 
different  Affair,  but,  perhaps,  more  conducive  to  the 
public  good  than  any  of  the  former. 
„.,,    ,    _  ,.  .       '  There  was  one  Thing  debated  in  this  Parlia- 

Bills   for  Reiiei  ...  ,   r         °     ,      ,  ,        j        t- 

of  the  Poor-  merit,  which  may  delerve  to  be  here  related,  ror 
the  pacifying  of  the  People,  and  making  the  Condi- 
tion of  the  Poor  eafier  againft  Grafiers  and  Gentle- 
men, who  enclofed  Common?,  and  neglected  Til- 
lage, John  Hales  (that  had  been  lately  in  a  Com- 
million  to  enquire  into  Inclofures,  and  then  faw 
and  pitied  the  Opprefiion  of  the  poor  Country-Peo- 
ple,) devifed  three  Bills  to  be  put  into  Parliament ; 
unto  which  he  firft  made  many  wife  Men  privy. 
The  one  was  for  the  Re-edifying  of  Houfes  decayed, 
and  for  the  A4aintenance  of  Tillage  and  Hufbandry. 
The  other,  againft  Regrating  of  Victuals  and  other 

Things, 

(0)  STBVfl's  Eccltfiajl,  Manor,  Vol,  II,     Pag.  134. 
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Things,  wherein  one  principal  Point  was,  That  Kin6 EdwardVl. 
neither  Grafters,  nor  none  elfe,  fhould  buy  any  Cat- 
ile,  and  fell  the  fame  again  within  a  certain  Time. 
For,  as  the  faid  Hales  had  learned,  and  knew  of 
Certainty,    divers    Giafiers    and    Sheep- Matters 
brought  both  Cattle  and  Money  to  the  Market,  and 
if  they  could   not  fell   their  own  as  dear  as  they 
lifted,  they  carried  them  home  again,  and  bought  all 
the  reft.     Thefe   two  Bills  were   firft   put  to  the 
Lords.     The  firft  being  read  was  not  liked.     The 
fecond  they  allowed  and  augmented,  and  fentdown 
to  the  Lower  Houfe  ;  where  it  was  fo  debated  and 
tofled  up  and  down,  and  at  laft  committed  to  fuch 
Men,  and  there  fo  much  deferred,  that  Mens  Affec- 
tions   might    there  have  been  notably  difcovered. 
And,  perhaps,  (faid  Hales,  relating  this  Matter  in  a 
Writingof  his)  he  thathad  feen  all  this  would  have  faid, 
That  the  Lamb  had  been  committed  to  the  Wolfe's 
Cuftody.     The  third  Bill  was  fet  forth  firft  in  the 
Lower  Houfe,  and  tended  to  this  End,  That  every 
Man  that  kept,   in  feveral  Paftures,  Sheep  or  Bcafts, 
fhould  keep,  for  every  hundred  Sheep  that  he  had 
above  Sixfcore,  two  Kine;  and  for  every  of  thefe 
two  Kine,  fhould  rear  one  Calf.      And   for  every 
two  Kine  that  he  kept  befide,  more  than  ten,  he 
mould  rear  one  Calf.    By  this  Means  he   thought 
and  believed,  that  the  Nation  fhould  not  only  have 
Plenty  of  Beafts,  whereof  there  was  wonderful  great 
Decay,  but  alfo  thereby  the  Markets  fhould  be  re- 
plenifhed  with  Milk,  Butter  and  Cheefe,-the  com- 
mon and  principal    Suftinence  of  the  Poor.     The 
faid  Hales  had  fuch  an  Opinion  of  this  Bill,  that  he 
durft  have  laid   his  Life  on  it,  that  if  it  had  proceed- 
ed, there  would  have  been,  within  five  Years  after 
the  Execution  thereof,  fuch  Plenty  of  Victuals,  and 
fo  good  and  cheap,  as  never  was  in  England  ;  and 
befides,  a  great  many  good  Things  enfue,  very  ne- 
ceflary  and  profitable   for  the  Commonwealth  of 
the  Country.     Which  neither  by  the  Execution  of 
the  late  Commiflion,  nor  yet  by  any  pofitive  Law, 
then  in  being,  could  be  holden.     But,   fays   Hales, 
Demetrim  and  his  Fellows   foon    fpyed  whereunto 
R   3  this 
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ting"Edward  VI.  this  Thing  tended.  There  was  then,  Hold  -with  me, 
and  I  will  bold  with  thee  :  Some  alledged  the  Opini- 
on of  their  Fathers  in  Time  pad  (but  thefe  had  been 
great  Sheep-Mafters )  who  when  the  like  Bill  had 
been  propounded,  would  never  content  unto  it,  but 
faid  that  when  any  Scarcity  of  Cattle  was,  a  Procla- 
^Vhieh  mifcarry.  mation  was  made  that  no  Calves  mould  be  killed  for 
a  Time.  Some  alledged,  that  Men  then  eat  more 
Flefh  than  they  did  in  Time  paft  ;  and  that  in  Lent 
and  other  faffing  Days  heretofore,  the  People  eat 
neither  Butter,  Milk  nor  Cheefe,  and  would  have 
them  do  fo  again  for  Policy  Sake.  And  thus  thefe 
rich  Tnclofersgot  the  better  of  thefe  good  Bills  in- 
tended for  the  Benefit  of  the  Poor.' 

Anno  Reg  ii  3.  On  the  Day  appointed  by  the  laft  Prorogation  the 
J549*  fame  Parliament  met  again,  which  was  November  the 
4th,  in  the  third  Year  of  this  Reign  :  And  the  firfl 
-Thing  we  find  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords  went  upon, 
was  to  bring  in  a  Bill  againft  the  spreading  of  falfe 
and  vain  Prophecies  againft  the  King  or  his  Council ; 
fince  by  fuch  Means  the  People  were  difpofcd  to  Se- 

Aft  relating  to  dition.  For  the  firft  Offence,  it  was  to  be  punifh- 
»ots,  c.  ecj  ^  a  year's  Imprifonment,  and  ten  Pounds  Fine ; 
for  the  next,  it  was  Imprifonment  during  Life,  with 
the  Forfeiture  of  Goods  and  Chatcls.  Alio,  another 
againft  the  Rifing  of  the -Common  People  into  un- 
lawful Allemblies ;  by  which  much  Mifchief  had 
been  done  lately  in  the  Kingdom.  By  this  it  was 
enacted,  that  if  any  to  the  Number  of  twelve, 
fhouki  meet  together  unlawfully,  for  any  Matter  of 
State,  and  continue  for  the  Space  of  an  Hour,  and, 
being  required  by  any  lawful  Magiftrate,  fliould 
not  difperfe  themlelves,  it  mould  be  Treafon.  Bi- 
fbop  Burnet  calls  this  a  [even  Law  j  but  it  is  the 
Model  of  our  prefent  Riot  ASi.  It  was  made  Fe- 
lony, alio,  to  gather  the  People  together  without 
Warrant,  by  ringing  of  Bells,  Sound  of  Drum  or 
Tiumpet,  or  firing  of  Beacons.  And,  if  any 
broke  Hedges,  or  violently  pulled  up  Pales,  about 
Inclofures,  without  lawful  Authority,  it  fhouid  be 
Felony.  All  thefe  Laws  were  made  on  account  of 
the  Tumults  the  laft  Year,  which  ipread  into  almoft 

every 
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every  County  of  England,   and  are  the  Subject  of  KinS.EdvvajrdVf' 
fome  Pages  of  our  larger  Hiftorians  (p).     Amongft 
whom,  Grafton  obferves,  that  the  Protector  fell,  by 
thefe    Adts,   two  Years    after,  tho'  they  were  no- 
ways intended  fo  againft  him. 

November  the  14th,  after  both  the  aforefaid  Bills 
were  read  a  third  Time  in  the  Houfe,  all  the  Bi- 
fhops  joined  in  a  /Complaint  to  the  Lords,  '  That 
'  they  were  much  defpifed  by  the  Common  People  5 
'  that  Viceand  Diforder  much  abounded;  and,  that 

*  they  durft  not  punifhany  Sin,  by  reafon  thatfome 

*  late    Proclamations  had  almoft  totally  deprived 

*  them  of  any  Jurifdidion  ;  fo  that  they  could  not 

*  oblige  any  Perfon  to  appear  before  them,  or  ob- 

*  ferve  the  Orders  of  the  Church.'  This  Com- 
plaint was  heard,  not  without  much  Concern  (q) 
by  the  reft  of  the  Lords ;  and  that  they  might  put  a 
fpeedy  Stop  to  this  Evil,  the  Prelates  were  denied  to 
draw  fome  Form  of  a  Statute  for  that  Purpofe. 

On  the  1 8th,  a  Bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe, 
and  read  once,  but  rejected  ;  becaufe,  by  it,  the  Bi- 
ihops  feemed  to  arrogate  too  much  Power  to  them- 
ielves;  therefore,  it  was  thought  advii'eable   to  ap- 
point fome  prudent  Perfons,  of  each  Order,  after 
mature  Deliberation  on  the  Point,    to  dr^w  up  a 
fecond  Bill.     And,   the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^ 
the  Marquefs  of  Dcrfet,    the  Bifhops  of  Durham, 
Ely,  Litchfield    and   Coventry ;  the  Lords  IVharton 
and  Stafford,  to  whom  were  joined  the  Lord  Mont-  ^  theEccWi- 
tagle,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common- Pleas,  aftical  Laws  Paf- 
theLord  Chief  Baron,  the    King's  Attorney  and^t>y^eLordoj 
Sollicitor-  General  were  appointed  a  Committee  for  commons. y 
that  Purpofe.     But,  to  make  fhort  of  this  Bufinefs, 
tho'  the  Lords  palled  a  fecond  Bill  for  the  due  Exe- 
cution of  Ecclefiaftical  Laws,  one  Claufe  of  which 
was,  That  no  Perfon  fhould  be  employed  in  them 
but  who  had  been  a  Student  for  fome  Years  in  an 
Univetfity  ;  yet  it  was  laid  afide  by  the  Commons, 
after  a   fecond  Reading  in    that    Houfe.      They 

thought 

(f>)  S?e  Hqllingshiad's  Cbron.    Sub  Anno  1 549 . 
f?l  Hiiec  9uc< t!a  ab  omnibus  PrQCtribus  rtr.fnc  Mserore  audita  eft, 

Journal  Proierum. 
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King  Edward  vi.  thought  \t  better,  fays  Biihop  Burnet  (r),  to  renew 
the  Defign  that  was  in  the  former  Reign,  of  thirty- 
two  Perfons  being  authorifed  to  compile  a  Body  of 
Ecclefiaft'cal  Laws  ;  and  thefe,  being  nothing  con- 
trary to  the  Common  and  Statute  Laws  of  the 
Land,  mould  be  publifhed  by  the  King's  Warrant, 
under  the  Great  Seal,  and  have  the  Force  of  Laws 
in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  ($).  The  Effect  which 
this  Ordinance  had,  will  appear  in  the  Sequel. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Parliament  fat  every 
Day  during  the  Chriflmas  Holidays,  except  on  the 
Great  Feftival  j  which  Thing,  as  it  is  new,  we  may 
imagine  fome  Matter  of  Moment  was  in  Agitation. 
Accordingly,  on  the  2d  Day  of  January,  the  'Jour- 
nal informs  us,  that  the  Gra-id  Affair  of  the  Duke 
of  Somerfet's  came  before  them;  introduced  in  this 
Manner  ; 
Proceedings  a-       '  That  as  the  faid  Duke,  for  divers  great  Crimes, 
Efsft  -hr  Dukc'  comm^tedagain^tne  King  and  Kingdon,  had,  on 
omeret.       <  ^  j^h  0f  5#0^rlaft,  been  thrown  into  Prifon  ; 
'  this  Day  a  Bill  was  read  in  the  Houfe,  in  which 
'  were  contained  twenty-nine  Articles  againit  him  ; 
'  all  and  lingular  of  which  the  faid  Duke  had  figned 

*  with  his  own  Hand;  and  had  humbly  cafthimlelf 
'  upon  >  s  Majefty's  Judgment  and  Will.  Which 
4  vduntary  Confeffion,  confirmed  by  his  fubfcribing 

*  it,  they  all  made  no  Doubt  of;  neverthelefs,  con- 
'  fidering  how  eafily  precipitate  Judgments  may  be 

*  drawn  into  Precedents,  they  thought  proper,  from 
'  their  Body,  to  fend  two  Earls,   two  Barons,  and 

*  four  Bifnops,  to  learn  from  his  own  Mouth, 
4  whether  the  faid  Duke  figned  the  faid  Articles  vo- 
6  Juntarily,  or  by  Compulfion.     And  the  Earls  of 

*  Wejlmorland  and  Bath,  the  Bifhops  of  Litchfield, 

*  Hereford^  Worcejier  and  lVeJiminj!cr>  the  Barons 

Cob- 

(V)  Burnet's  Reformation,  Vol.  II.    Pag,  141. 

(5)  Thefe  Religious  Articles  were,  feme  Time  after,  compiled  and 

miiiic  a  Body  uf  Laws.     They  were  firft  printed  in  1571,    and  again 

'  in  1640,  under  the  Title  of,  Reformatio  Legum  Ecckfnifticarum.  The 

Names  of  the  CommiiTioners  may  be  feen  in   King    EJivard  Vltb's 

Journal,  printed  in  Biihop  Burnet's  Appendix  to  his  2d  Vol.   Pag.  46. 


Of   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.       251 

'  Cobham  and  Morley,  were  named   for  that  Pur-  King  Edward  Vl. 
c  pole.' 

On  the  next  Day,  the  faid  Lords  Commiflioners 
informed  the  whole  Houfe,  that  they  had  been  with 
the  faid  Duke,  and  that  he  had  acknowledged  to 
them  the  Signing  of  the  faid  Articles,  and  confelled 
all  the  Crimes  and  Errors  contained  in  them.  And, 
befides,  he  returned  his  moft  hearty  Thanks  to  the 
Houfe,  for  their  great  Humanity  in  fending  fuch  an 
honourable  Embafly  to  him. 

Bimop  Burnet  writes,  from  the  Council-Book, 
that  the  Duke  had  made  his  Confefhon,  on  his 
Knees,  before  the  King  and  Council,  and  figned  it 
on  the  13th  of  December  laft.  He  protefted  that  his 
Offence  had  flowed  fromRafhnefs  and  Indifcretion, 
rather  than  Malice,  and  that  he  had  no  treafonable 
Defignagainft  the  King  or  his  Realms.  So  he  was 
fined,  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  in  2000 1.  a  Year  in 
Land,  and  the  Forfeit  of  all  his  Goods  and  Offices, 
which  were  Earl  Mar/bat,  Lord  Treafurer,  and  Lord 
Proteclor.  But  his  Carriage,  after  this  appeared  fo 
meek  and  humble,  that  the  King  was  prevailed  upon 
to  pardon  him  for  that  Time.  And,  fome  Time 
after,  to  make  him,  again,  one  of  his  Privy  Council. 

On  the  flrft  Day  of  February,  the  King  came  to 
the  Houfe,  and,  after  giving  the  Royal  Aflent  to  the 
Bills,  he  prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the  21ft  of 
April  next  following. 

The  Journals  of  the  Lords  give  us  the  Titles  of 
thirty -one  Ads  that  were  palled  this  Seflion  ;  the 
Statute- Books  only  twenty-four ;  the  moft  remark- 
able of  which,  that  are  not  already  mentioned,  are 
thefe  ; 

In  Religious  Affairs,  there  was  a  Bill  brought  into 
the  Hcufe  of  Lords,  for  the  repealing  of  a  Branch 
of  the  A  61  of  Uniformity  ;  but  it  went  no  farther 
than  one  Reading.  There  was  alio  a  Bill  brought 
into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  preaching  up 
and  holding  fome  Opinions  mould  be  deemed  felo- 
ny ;  it  paffed  wkh  them,  but  was  laid  afide  by  the 
Lords.  But,  another  Bill  for  a  Form  in  ordain- 
ing 
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King  Edward  VI.  ing  Minifters  palTed  both  Houfes(7),  tho' in  the  Up- 
per Houfe,  the  Bifhopsof  Durham,  Carlijle,  Wor- 
cejler,  Chichejler,  and  tVeJlminJler,  protefted  againft 
it.  An  Act  was  patted,  alfo,  in  this  Seflion,  by 
which  it  was  declared,  that  all  Books  ufed  in 
Churches,  fuch  as  Antiphonales,  MiJJ'als,  Graylesy 
Procejfionals,  Manuals,  Legends,  Pies,  Portuajfes, 
"Journals,  Couchers  and  Ordinals,  after  the  Uie  of 
Sdrum,  Lincoln,  York,  or  any  other  private  Ufe, 
fhould  be  deftroyed  :  And  all  thofe  who  had  any  I- 
mage,  that  did  belong  to  any  Church  or  Chapel, 
Aa  for  defacing  were  re(3uirec^ t0  deface  it  before  the  laft  Day  of  June. 
Images,  And,  in  all  Primers,  in  Latin  or  Engl'Jh,  let  out  by 

the  late  King,  the  Prayers  to  the  Saints  were  to  be 
obliterated.     But  the  Earl  of  Derby,  the  Bilhops  of 
Durham,  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  CarlifleJVorcefler, 
Weftminjier  and  Chichejier,  with  the  Lords  Stcurton> 
Morley,  Windfor  and   Wharton,  protefted  againft  this 
Act.     By  virtue  of  the  afore-mentioned  Statute,  Vi- 
fitors  were  appointed  tovifit  the  Churches  in  London; 
and  all  the  Image?,  at  St.  Paul's  and  the  other  Chur- 
ches in   the    City,  were  taken  down  and  broke  in 
Pieces ;  which   Example  was  afterwards  followed 
thro'  all  the  other  Churches   in  England  (u).     By 
which  a    great    many   beautiful    out-fide   Fronts, 
in  our  Cathedrals,  &c.  were  much  deformed  ;    the 
Pedeftals  and  Niches  ever  fince  left  bare  and  naked., 
the  Images  being  almoft  all  deftroyed  at  this  Time. 
This  Piece  of  Anti-Idolatry  may  be  though:  by  fome 
as  bhmeable  as  the  Worfhip  of  Images  ;  and  a  Pa- 
pift  would  not  flick  to  apply   here  the  Saying  of  the 
Pfahr.ill,   '  A  Man  was  famous,  according  as  he  had 
lifted  up  Axes   upon    the  thick  Tree ;   but  nozv   they 
break  down  the  carved  Work  thereof  with  Axes   and 
Hammers  (x)  '     But  there  was  a  Provifo,  in  this  Act, 
that  Images  upon  the  Tombs  of  any  King,  Prince, 
Nobleman,   or  other  dead  Peifon,    not   reputed  a 
Saint,    might  Pill  remain. 
Other  Aas  paf-      A  Law  was  made  thisSeflion,  againft  Vagabonds, 
by  which  a  former  Statute  of  this    Reign  was  re- 
pealed, 

(t)  Statutes  at  large ,    3.4.  Edward  VI .   (7.  1?., 
(u  )  Hullingsh  ead's  Cbron.    Pag.   <)Q~:, 
(*)  Psalm  LXXIV.    Ver.6,7. 
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pealed,  and  an  Aft,  made  in  the  late  Reign,  put  in  KMg"2&mxi.vi, 
Force.  Provifions  were  laid  down  for  relieving  the 
Sick  and  Impotent,  and  fetting  the  Poor,  that  were 
able,  to  Work ;  whereby  once  a  Month  there  mould 
be  a  Vifitation  of  the  Poor,  by  thofe  in  Office,  who 
ihould  fend  away  fuch  as  did  not  belong  to  that 
Place,  to  fuch  Places  as  were  obliged  to  look  after 
them.  An  Aft  concerning  the  Improvement  of 
Commons  and  walte  Ground.  An  Aft  for  difinhe- 
riting  of  William  Wejl,  Knight ;  Thomas  I/ley,  Elq; 
and  Mary  Seymour,  Daughter  and  Heir  to  the  Lord 
Sudley,  late  Admiral  of  England.  An  Aft  was  alfo 
made,  whereby,  the  Subfidy  granted  to  the  King  the 
laft  Year,  on  Sheep,  Cloths,  &rV.  was  releafed,  and 
that  on  Goods  continued.  And,  in  lieu  of  the  for- 
mer, a  Tax  of  one  Shilling  in  the  Pound  was  laid 
on  Goods,  and  for  Aliens  two  Shillings.  Laft  of  all 
comes  the  King's  general  Pardon,  out  of  which  the 
Prifoners  in  the  Tower,  or  other  Prifons,  for  Mat- 
ters of  State,  were  excepted  ;  as  alfo,  all  Anabap- 
tifls,  a  Seft  lately  imported  from  Germany  (y). 

But  we  muft  not  omit   one  Circumftance  rela- 
ting to  the  Rules  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  menti- 
oned in  their  Journal.     It  feems  that   before   this 
Time  the  eldeft  Sons  of  Peers  were  not  allowed  to  Rcfoiution  of  the 
be  Members  of  that  Houfe  ;  and  Sir  Francis  RuJfel,Commo™  as  t0 
being,  by  the  Death  of  his  elder  Brother,  Heir  ap^jf*  Sonsof 
parent  to  the  Lord  Ruffe  I,  it  was,  upon  the  21ft  of 
June,  carried  upon  a  Debate,  Tkfit  he Jhouldjiill  abide 
in  the  Houfe  as  he  was  before. 

From  the  zift  Day  of  April,  this  Parliament 
was  again  prorogued,  by  the  King's  Letters  Patents, 
directed  to  the  Loid  Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer, 
lie.  to  the  10th  Day  of  Oclober  next  enfuing. 
And  from  that  Day  another  Prorogation  happened 
to  the  20ih  Day  otjauuary  following ;  from  which 
Time  it  lufferedone  more  Prorogation  to  the  id  of 
March,  but  did  not  meet,  Hill,  to  do  Bufinefs,  'till 
the  23d  Day  01  January,  in  the  fifth  Year  of  this 
Reign.  At 

(y)  Two  Perrons  were  executed,  in  this  Reign,  for  being  Ana- 
baptijit, 

Cro/hfsHipry  of  Englijb  Uafttfs,  Vol.1.    Pag.  46. 
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King  Edward  vi.      At  which  Time,  the  Parliament  being  once  more 

Anno  Regni  5,    affembled  at  Wejlminjler,  they  continued  fitting  'till 

1551-2.     the   14th   of  April  following.     The  Bufinefs  that 

was  done  in  this  Seflion,  which  is  any  ways  hiftori- 

cal,  we   {hall  put  under  two  Heads,  Religious  and 

The   Parliament  Civil.       And, 

meet  after  feveral       The  firft  m  that  was  brought   into  the  Houfe  of 

Prorogations.        _.  ./-  A  n   •  ■  1  •    ■ 

Lords,  on  the  former  Affair,  was  in  order  to  bring 
Men  to  Divine  Service  ;  which  was  agreed  to  on  the 
26th,  and  fent  down  to  the  Commons.  Here  it 
laid  a  long  Time,  for  it  was  not  'till  the  6th  of  April 
that  we  hear  of  it  again  ;  when  we  find  it  tacked 
to  another  Bill  by  the  Commons,  called,  An  Act 
for  the  Uniformity  of  Service  and  Adminiftration 
of  Sacraments  throughout  the  Realm.  Which  was 
A  New  Common  to  authorife  a  new  Common  Prayer-Book,  according 
Prayer-Book  au-  to  fome  Rules  agreed  on  laft  Year.  This  the 
liament.  y  ?™~  Commons  joined  to  the  former,  and  fo  put  both  in 
one  Act  :  By  this  it  was  firft  fet  forth,  *  (%)  That 
'  an  Order  of  Divine  Service  being  publifhed,  many 
8  did  wilfully  abftain  from  it,  and  refufed  to  come 
1  to  their  Parifh  Churches  ;    therefore  all  are  re- 

*  quired,  after  the  Fcaft  of  Allhailoivs  next,  to  come 

*  every  Sunday  and  Holiday  to  Common -Prayers 
£  under  Pain  of  the  Church's  Cenfure.  And  the 
'  King,  the  Lords  Temporal,  and  the  Commons, 

*  did,  in  God's  Name,  require  all  Archbifhops,  Bi- 

*  fhops,  and  their  Ordinaries,  to  endeavour  the 
4  due  Execution  of  that  Acl,  as  they  would  anfwer 

*  before  God  for  fuch  Evils  and  Plagues,  with 
4  which  he  might  juftly  punifh  them,  for  neglecting 

*  this  good  and  wholfome  Law  ;  and  they  were 
4  fully  authorifed   to  execute  the  Cenfuies  of  the 

*  Church  on  all  that  fhould  offend  againlt  this  AcV 
To  which  is  added,  *  That  there  had  been  divers 
'  Doubts  about  the  Manner  of  the  Miniftration  of 

*  the  Service,  rather  by  theCuriofity  oftheMinhters 

*  and  Miftakers,  than  of  any  other  Caufc  ;  and  that 
'  for  the  better  Explanation  oi  ir,  and  tor  the  great- 
4  er  Perfecibn  of  the  Service,  in  ionic  Places  where 

4  it 

6s)  Eurmt's    'Rc/,rmathni  Vol,  II.     Pag.  iSf. 


Of  E  N  G  L  A  N  D.       155 

*  it  was  fit  to  make  thePrayer  and  Fafhion  of  Service  King  Edward  Vh 
'  more  quick  and  earned,  to  ftirup  Chriftian  People 

*  to  the  true  honouring  of  Almighty  God  ;  there- 

■  fore  it  had  been  by  Command  of  the   King  and 

*  Parliament  perufed,  explained,  and  made  more 
1  perfect.'  There  was  alfo,  annexed  to  it,  the 
Form  of  making  Bifhops,  Priefts  and  Deacons ;  and 
fo  this  new  Book  of  Service  was  appointed  to  be 
every  where  received,  after  the  Feaft  of  All  Saints 
next,  under  the  fame  Penalties  that  had  been  enacted 
three  Years  before,  when  the  former  Book  was  put  out. 

Bifhop,  Burnet  obferves,  that  on  the  Appearance 
of  this  Act,  the  Papi/ls  faid,  That  the  Reformation 
was  like  to  change  as  oft  as  the  Fafhion  did  ;  fince 
they  feemed  never  to  be  at  a  Point  in  any  Thing, 
but  new  Models  were  thus  continually  framing. 
To  which  was  anfwered,  That  it  was  no  Wonder 
that  the  Corruptions  which  they  had  been  introdu- 
cing, for  above  a  thoufand  Years,  were  all  to  be 
thrown  out  at  once  ;  but  now  the  Bufinefs  was 
brought  to  a  fuller  Perfection,  and  they  were  not 
like  to  fee  any  more  material  Changes.  And 
indeed  this  was  true  ;  our  prefent  Book  of  Common- 
Prayer,  with  the  Act  of  Uniformity  at  the  Head  of 
it,  being  pretty  near  the  fame,  with  what  waspub- 
lifhed  at  that  Time. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  a  Bill  was  brought  into  the  Aa  for  Obferva- 
Houfe  of  Lords,  for  the  Obfervation  of  Holy-Days tion  of  Holy- 
and  Fafting-Days.     It  was  fent  down  to  the  Com-  Day3' 
mons  on  the  15th,  by  whom  it  was  paffed,  and   it 
after  had  the  Royal  Affent.     In   the  Preamble  to 
this  Bill  it  was  fet  forth, 

'  That  Men  are  not  at  all  Times  fo  fet  on  the 

*  Performance  of  religious  Duties  as  they  ought  to 
'  be  ;  which  made  it  neceffary  that  there  fhould  be 

■  fet  Times,  in  which  Labour  was  to  ceafe,  that 
'  Men    might  on  thefe  Days   wholly   ferve  God. 

*  Which  Days  were  not  to  be  accounted  holy  of 
c  their  own  Nature,  but  were  fo  called  becaufe  of 
'  the  holy  Duties  then  to  be  kt  about ;  fo  that  the 
•*  Sanctification  of  them,  was  not  any  magical  Vir- 

'  tue 
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fcj„e  Edward vi. '  tue  in  that  Time,  but,  confifted  in  the  dedicating 

*  them  to  God's  Service.  That  no  Day  was  dedi- 
'  cated  to  any  Saint,  but  only  to  God  in  Remem- 

*  brance  of  fuch  Saints.  That  the  Scripture  had 
'  not  determined   the  Number  of  Holy-Days,  but 

*  that  thefe    were  left  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Church. 

*  Therefore  it  was  enacted,  That  all  Sundays, 
4  with  the  Days  marked  in  the  Kalendar  and  Li- 
'  turgy,  fhould  be  kept  as  Holy-Days  ;  and  the 
'  Bifhops  were   to  proceed  by  the  Cenfures  of  the 

*  Church  againft  the  Difobedient.'  A  Provifowas 
added,  for  the  Obfervation  of  St.  George's  Feaft  by 
the  Knights  of  the  Garter  ;  and  another,  that 
Labourers  and  Fifhermen  might,  if  Need  fo  required, 
work  on  thofe  Days  either  in  or  out  of  Harveft. 
The  Eves  before  Holy- Day?  were  to  be  kept  as 
Fads  ;  and  in  Lent,  and  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays, 
Abftinence  from  Flefh  was  enacted.  Bur,  if  a 
Holy- Day  was  to  fall  on  a  Monday,  the  Eve  for  it 
was  to  be  kept  on  Saturday,  fince  Sunday  was  never 
to  be  a  Faft.  But,  as  Bifhop  Burnet  again  obferves, 
in  this  and  all  fuch  Acts,  the  People  were  ready 
enough  to  lay  hold  on  any  Relaxation  made  by  it, 
but  did  very  ilightly  obferve  the  ftricter  Parts.  So 
that  the  Liberty  left  to  Tradefmen,  to  work  in 
Cafes  ofNeceffity,  was  carried  farther  than  it  was 
intended,  to  a  toopublick  P/ofanation  of  the  Time 
fo  fanctified  ;  and  the  other  Part,  directing  the  Peo- 
ple to  a  confciencious  Obfervance  of  fuch  Times, 
was  little  minded. 

March  the  9th,  the  Bifhops  brought  in  a  Bill,  for 

<fBttmaerg°yU,rtneSecurity°f  £he  Cle^v  from  loaie  ambiguous 
thrown  out   by  Words  that  were  in  the  Submiffion  which  the  Con- 
the  Commons,    vocation  had  made  to  the  late  King,  in  the  twenty - 
firft  Year  of  his  Reign  ;  by  which  they  were  under 
a  Praemunire,  if  they  did  any  Thing  in  their  Courts 
contrary  to   the    King's  Prerogative  ;    which  was 
thought  hard,  fince  fome  thro'  Ignorance  might 
tranfgrels.     Therefore  it  was  defired  that  no  Prelate 
fhould  be  brought  under  a  Praemunire,  unlefs  they 
hid  proceeded  in  any  Thing  after  they  were  prohi- 
bited 
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bited  by  the  King's  Writ.     To  this  Bill  the  Lords  King  Edward  Vi. 
confented,  but  it  was  thrown  out  by  the  Commons. 
Another  Bill  was  brought  in  for  the  Marriage  of 
the  Clergy  ;  this  was  introduced  to  the  Houfe  of  Another,  forth* 
Lords,  on  the  6th  of  February*  and  palled  on  thejg^8"  of  the 
ioth  ;   the  Earls  of  Shrewsbury  and  Derby,  Rutland 
and  Bath,  with    the  Lords  Abergavenny^  Stourton, 
Monteagle,  Sandys,  Wind/or  and  Wharton,  protefting 
againfl  it.     This  Bill  palled  into  a  Statute  j  and  by- 
it  was  fet  forth, 

•  (a)  That  many  took  Occafion,  from  the  Words 
in  the  Act  formerly  made  about  this  Matter,  to 
fay,  That  it  was  only. permitted,  as  Ufury  and  o- 
ther  unlawful  Things  were,  for  the  avoiding  great- 
er Evils ;    who  thereupon  fpoke  ilanderoully  of 
fuch  Marriages,  and  accounted  the  Children,  be- 
gotten of  them,  to  be  Baftards;  to  the  high  Dis- 
honour of  the  King  and  Parliament,  and  the  learn- 
ed  Clergy  of  the  Realm;  who  had  determined, 
that   the  Laws    againft  Priefts  Marriages  were 
mod  unlawful  by   the   Law  of  God  ;  to  which 
they  had  not  only  given  their  Aflent,  in  Convo- 
cation,   but  ligned    it  with    their  own   Hands. 
Thefe  Slanders  did  alfo  occafion  that  the  Word  of 
God  was  not  heard  with  due  Reverence  ;  where- 
upon it  was  enacted,  That  fuch  Marriages,  made 
according  to  the  Rules  prefcribed  in  the  Book  of 
Service,  mould  be  efteemed  good  and  valid  j  and 
that  the  Children,  begot  in  them,  mould  be  inhe- 
ritable according  to  Law.' 
By  another  Act,    the  Bifhoprick  of  JVeflminJier, 
erected  after  the  'Suppreffion  of  the  Abby  there,  was 
quite  diffolved,  and  annexed  to  the  See  of  London  ; 
but  the  Collegiate  Church,  with  its  exempted  Juris- 
diction, was  Hill  continued.      One  more  religious 
Bill  palled  both  Houfes  againft  Simoniacal  Practices, 
the  Refervation   of  Penfion  out  of  Benefices,  and 
the  granting  Advowfons  while  the  Incumbent  was 
yet  alive.    It  was  agreed  to  by  the  Lords,  the  Earls 

of 

{a)  Burnet,  Pag.  192,     Statutes  at  large,  Anr.o  5,    6.  Edward  VI, 

C,     12, 
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King  Edwardvi.  °f  Rutland,  Derby  and  Suflex,  the  Vifcount  Hereford, 
the  Lords  Mont  eagle,  Sandys,  iVharton  and  Even, 
diffenting.  But,  for  what  Reafon  is  uncertain, 
the  King  did  nor  give  his   A'flent  to  it. 

A  private  Bill,  though  it  did  not  arFedl  the  whole 
Church,  yet  a  very  confiderable  Member  was  de- 
signed to  be  much  hurt  by  it,  came  on  before  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  The  Title  was,  A  Bill  for  the 
a  Projea:  for de- Deprivation  of  the  Bifhop  of  Durham,  for  certain 
priving  Tunftai  heinous  Offences  by  him  committed.  It  was 
hamTmiLSi".  bought  in  on  the  28th  of  March,  and  palled  on 
"  the  3 1  ft  ;  Cranmer  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and 
the  Lord  Stcurton  only  diflenting.  This  Bifhop  of 
Durham  was  Cuthbert  lunjlal,  a  Man  very  famous 
for  Learning  and  Morality ;  and  in  Religion  as 
fteady  to  the  Catholic  as  he  durlt.  For  tho'  he 
had,  as  Bifhop  Burnet  obferves,  always  protefted  a- 
gainft  the  Changes  in  Religion  in  Parliament,  yet  he 
thought  he  might,  with  a  good  Conscience,  obey 
them  when  palled  into  Laws,  tho'  he  did  not,  him- 
felf,  confent  to  them.  "  This  Blow  was  aimed  at 
him  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  fthe  Prime 
Minifter  after  Somerfet's  Death,  and  who  wanted 
the  Dignity,  Jurifditfion,  and  Principality  of  the 
County  Palatime  of  Durham  to  be  conferred  upon 
himielf.  But  he  milled  his  Aim;  for  when  the 
Bill  was  brought  before  the  Commons,  they  requir- 
ed that  the  Accufers  and  the  Accufed  might  be 
heard  Face  to  Fare  ;  which,  not  being  allowed, 
they  drop'd  the  Hill  (b).  , 

The  Civil  Affairs  which  were  tran faded  this  Sef- 
lion  are  not  fo  numerous  as  the  former.  The  firft 
we  meet  with  bears  this  Title,  Ju  Ad  for  the  Pu- 
nijhment  of divers  Kinds  cfTreafons.  The  Bill  was 
brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  i5th  of 
February,  and  paffed  on  the  2Cth  ;  the  Lord  Went' 

worth 

[b)  One  more  Act  paffed  this  Sefiion,  which  was  called,  At  AH 
again/}  Fighting  in  Churches,  and  Church-Yards.  By  which  Statute 
the  Quarrel  was  to  be  punilhed  by  Sufpenfion  ;  to  ftrike,  by  Excom- 
municati  n  j   and  to  draw  any  Weapon,  by  the  Lofs  of  E.irs. 

Sec  the  Journal  j  alfo  Statutes  at  large,  Anro  5  and  6,  Ed-ward VI. 
C.  6. 
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worth  only  diflenting.     But,  when  it  was  fentdown  King  Edward  Vt. 

to  the  Commons,  it  occafioned  a  long  Debate,  and 

many  {harp  Things  was  faid  of  thofe  who  now  bore 

the  Sway.     It  was  urged,  that  at  the  Beginning  of 

this  Reign  the  Miniftry  then  put  in  a  Bill  for  leffen- 

ing  the  Number  of  fuch  Offences  j  but  now  they 

law,  by  the  Change  of  Councils,  more  fevere  Laws 

were  propofed.     At  laft  the  Commons   rejected  the 

Bill,  but  drew  up  a  new  one,  which  pafTed   into  a 

Law.     By  it  was  en.ac~f.ed, 

'  That  if  any  mould  call  the  King,  or  any  of 
'  his  Heirs,  named  in  the  Statute  of  the  35  th  of  the 
«  laft  Reign,  Heretic,  Schifmatic,Tyrant,  Infidel,  or  ™"$j^* 
4  Ufurper  of  the  Crown;  for  the  firft  Offence,  they  reaoni 

4  fhould  forfeit  their  Goods  and  Chatels,  and  be  im- 
'  prifoned  during  Pleafure  ;  for  the  fecond,  fhould 
4  be  in  a  Praemunire ;  for  the  third,  mould  be  at- 

*  tainted  of  Treafon.  But,  if  any  mould  unadvif- 
4  edly  fet  it  out  in  Writing,  Printing,    Painting* 

*  Carving  or  Graving,  he  was,  for  the  firft  Offence, 

*  to  be  held  as  a  Traitor.  Like  wife,  that  thofe 
'  who  mould  keep  any  of  the  King's  Caftles,  Ar- 
4  tillery,  or  Ships,  fix  Days  after  they  were  lawful- 
4  ly  required  to  give  them  up,  mould  be  guilty  of 
4  Treafon.  That  Men  might  be  proceeded  againft 
€  for  Treafons  committed  out  of  the  Kingdom  as 
'  well  as  in  it.  They,  alfo,  added  a  Provifo, 
4  that  none  fhould  be  attainted  of  Treafon  on  this 
4  Act,  unlefs  two  Witneffes  fhould  come,  and  to 
4  their  Face  aver  the  Fact ,  for  which  they  were  to 
4  be  tried  ;  except  fuch  as,  without  any  Violence, 
4  fhould  confels  it  ;  and  that  none  fhould  be  quefti- 
4  oned  for  any  Thing,  faid  or  written,  but  within 
4  three  Months  after  it  was  done.' 

March  the  5th,  a  Bill  was  read  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  for  the  firft  Time,  for  Taxes  and  Affeii- 
ments  for  Relief  of  poor  and  impotent  Perfons,  and 
committed.  The  Bill  bears  this  Title  in  the  Lords 
Journal^  and  it  pafTed  the  Houfe  in  that   Form.  .     ,  f  f 

But  this    gave   Occafion  to  fome  Members  in  the    "thcPoor.6' 
other  Houfe,  when  the  Bill  came  before  them,  to 
take  Notice  that    it   was  defigned    to   lay   a  Tax 

Vol.  III.  S  on 
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King  Edward  vi.  on  the  Subjecl. ;  which  was  a  Jealoufy  not  eafy  to 
get  over  in  thole  Days.  So  that  when  the  A€t 
palled  it  had  only  this  Title,  An  Aft  for  the  Provifi* 
on  and  Relief  of  the  Poor  ;  by  which  the  Church- 
wardens were  impowered  to  gather  charitable  Con- 
tributions for  the  Poor  ;  and  if  any  did  refufe  to 
contribute,  or  did  diiluade  others  from  it,  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  the  Diccefe  was  to  proceed  againft  them. 

Another  relating  Another  Bill  was  brought  in  againft  Ufury, 
toUfury.  which  pa  fled  both  Houles,  and  was  made  a  Statute. 
By  it,  an  A£t  pafled  in  the  37th  Year  of  the  late 
King,'  That  none  might  take  above  twenty  per 
'  Cent,  on  Money  lent,  was  repealed  ;  which  they 
4  faid  was  not  intended  for  the  allowing  of  Ufury, 
'  but  for  preventing  farther  Inconveniences.  And. 
'  iince  Ufury  was  by  the  Word  of  God  forbidden, 

*  and  let  out  in  divers  Places  of  Scripture  as  a  raoft 

*  odious  and  deteftable  Vice,  which  yet  many  coti- 
'  tinue  to  practice  for  the  filthy  Gain  they  make  by 

*  it;  therefore,  from  the  firft  of  May,  all  Ufury  or 
'  Gain  from  Money  lent,  was  to  ceafe  ;  and  who- 

*  foever  continued  to  practife  to  the  contrary,  was 
'  to  forfeit  both  Principal  and  Intereft,  to  fuffer  I m- 
£  prifonment,  and   to  be  fined  at  the  King's  Plea- 

*  fure.'  This  fevere  Act  has  been  fince  repealed  ; 
and  feveral  Regulations  have  been  made  at  divers 
Times  for  fettling  this  Affair  of  Ufury.  Bifhop 
Burnet  has  left  us  a  learned  Diifertation  on  the  LavV- 
fulnef?  or  Unlawfulnefs  of  Ufury,  both  according  to 
Levit'ical  and  Cbrifiian  Practice  ;  and  he  concludes, 
that  it  was  impoflible  that  this  Law  could  be  c.b- 
ferved  in  England,  or  any  other  ttading  Part  of  the 
World  (a). 

An  Act  was  ma-'e  this  Seffion  for  the  encourag- 
ing of  the  Woolen  Manufaclury,  directing  the  true 
making  of  Broad  Cloaths.  With  feveral  more  of 
lels  Significancy  ;  amongft:  which  one  mod  not  beo- 
rhitted,  becaufe  'he  Palling  of  this,  with  fomc  other 
Inc  dents  which  happened  in  the  Houle  of  Com- 
mons, determined  the  Fate  of  this  Parliament. 

April 

(a)  Burnet's  RcfortBatiw,   Vol.  II.    Pag,  192,  193. 
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Jpril  the  12th,  the  Journal  informs  us,  a  Bill  King  EdwardVI* 
was  read  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  a  third  Time, «  for 
the  Limitation  of  the  late  Duke  of  Somerfet's 
Lands;  and,  alfo,  one  other  Bill  confirming  the 
Attaindure  of  the  faid  Duke,  Sir  Thomas  Arundeley 
Sir  Michael  Stanhope,  Sir  Ralph  Fane,  and  Sir 
Miles  Partridge.  Which  being  three  Times 
read,  and  agreed  unto  by  the  Lords,  were  fent 
down  to  the  Lower  Houfe,  by  Serjeant  Brook  and 
the  King's  Sollicitor,  with  Requeft  that  it  might 
be  annexed  to  the  aforefaid  A 61  againft  the  Duke/ 
The  Duke  of  Somerfet  had  again  fallen  into  a 
Trap,  which  his  Enemies  had  laid  for  him ,;  but  The  Duke  of" 
he  did  not  efcape  fo  well  in  this,  for  it  proved  fatal  Somerfet  attaint- 
to  him.  He  was  tried  by  his  Peers,  on  an  Indi&:edand  behea(kd: 
ment  of  High  Treafon  and  Felony;  acquitted  of 
the  firft,  but  found  guilty  of  the  Felony;  for  which 
he  was  beheaded  on  Tower- Hill.  The  Statute,  on 
which  this  Nobleman  was  condemned,  is  mention- 
ed before  (b)  ;  but  the  main  Reafon  which  made 
him  a  Prey  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and  the  reft  of 
his  implacable  Enemies,  was  the  Lofs  of  his  Brother  : 
His  own  Strength  and  Capacity  not  being  fufRcient 
to  ftem  the  Violence  of  the  Stream  which  then  run 
againft  him. 

But  to  return  to  the  Statute.  Obfervatlwu 

Bilhop  Burnet  writes, c  That  theDuke  ofSomerfet's  thereon, 
Eftate  had  been  entailed,  by  A6t  of  Parliament,  on 
his  Son,  (c)  in  the  23d  Year  of  the  late  Reign  j  and 
that  the  Bill  for  the  Repeal  of  the  faid  A£t  was  fent 
down  to  the  Commons  on  the  3d  of  March,  and 
figned  with  the  King's  own  Hand.  Whether,  adds 
this  Author,  the  King  was  fo  alienated  from  his  Un- 
cle, that  this  extraordinary  Thing  was  done  by  him, 
for  the  utter  Ruin  of  his  Family,  or  not,  he  cannot 
determine;  but  he  rather  thinks  it  was  done  in  Ha- 
tred to  the  Duchcfs  of  Somerfet  and  her  IiTuef  d  \  For 
S  2  the 

(b)  In  the  3d  and  4th  of  Edward  VI.  p.  24.8. 

(c)  Edward,  by  his  fecond  Wife. 

(d)  Her  Name  was  Anne,  Daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Stanhope  of 
Sbelford,  a  Woman  of  a  moft  virulent  Temper,  according  to  Sir^. 
Hayivard  and  Dr.  Hey/in,  and  one  who  had  purticd  the  Duke  to  fuch 
Aftions  as  begun  with  the  Deftruclion  of  his  Brother,  and  ended 
with  himfelf, 

Duodale's  Baronage,  Volt  H.  Pag.  362s 
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&nB  EdwardVi.  tnc  Eftate  was  entailed  on  them  by  that  Aa  of  Par- 
liament, in  Prejudice  of  the  Iflue  of  the  former 
Marriage,  of  whom  are  defcended  the  Seymours  of 
Devon/hire ;  who  were  difinherited  and  excluded 
from  the  Duke  ofSomerfet's  Honours  by  his  Patents, 
and  from  his  Eftate  by  A£l  of  Parliament ;  partly 
upon  fome  Jealoufies  he  had  of  his  former  Wife, 
but  chiefly  by  the  Power  his  fecond  Wife  had  over 
him.' 

'  However,  this  Bill  of  Repeal  was  much  oppofed 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  tho'  fent  to  them  in  (o 
unufual  a  Way  by  the  King  himfelf.  And  tho' 
there  was,  on  the  8th  of  March,  a  Meflage  fent 
from  the  Lords,  that  they  fhould  make  hafte  to- 
wards an  End  of  the  Parliament,  yet  ftill  they 
ftuck  long  upon  it;  looking  upon  the  breaking  of 
Entails,  made  by  Act  of  Parliament,  as  a  Thing  of 
fuch  Confequence  that  it  diflblved  the  greateft  Se- 
curity which  the  Law  of  England  can  give  to  Pro- 
perty. It  was  long  argued  in  the  Commons,  and 
was  fifteen  feveral  Days  brought  in.  At  laft  a  new 
Bill  was  devifed,  and  that  was  much  altered  too  ; 
and  it  was  not  quite  ended  'till  the  Day  before  the 
Parliament  was  diflblved.  But  near  the  End  of 
the  Seflion,  a  Provifo  was  fent  by  the  Lords  to  be 
added  to  the  Bill,  confirming  the  Attaindure  of  the 
Duke  and  his  Complices.  It  feemshis  Enemies  would 
not  try  this  at  firft,  'till  they  had  by  other  Means, 
meafured  their  Strength  in  that  Houfe  j  and  finding 
their  Intereft  grow  there,  they  adventured  on  it ;  but 
they  miftook  their  Meafures,  for  the  Commons  would 
not  agree  to  it;  tho',  in  Conclufion,  the  Bill  of  Re- 
peal was  agreed  to.  But,  whereas  there  had  been 
fome  Writings  for  a  Marriage  be: ween  the  Earl  of 
Oxford's  Daughter  and  the  Duke  of  Somerfet's  Son, 
and  a  Bill  was  put  in  forcaiTating  them  ;  it  was  carri- 
ed in  the  Negative  on  a  Divifion  of  the  Houfe,  fixty- 
nine  againft  fixty-eight.  The  Prelate  here  remarks, 
that  a  hundred  and  thirty-feven  Members  was  a  very 
'thin  Houfe  at  that  Time;  but  this,  he  adds,  was  a 
natural  Effedlof  a  long  Parliament;  many  ofthofe 
I  who 
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who  were  firft  chofen  being  infirm,  and  others  not  K[nE  Edward VI, 
willing  to  put  themielves  to  the  Charge  of  fo  con- 
stant andlong  Attendance. 

We  have  chofe  to  copy  Bifhop  Burnet,  in  his 
Account  of  thefe  Particulars  ;  but  either  he  or  the 
Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  muft  err  in  fome 
of  them.  It  appears  evidently,  by  that  Auth.;riry, 
that  there  was  no  mention  made  of  either  of  the;e 
Bills,  againft  the  Duke,  till  the  i  ith  of  April,  when 
the  Limitation-Bill  was  fent  up  from  the  Lower 
Houfe  j  it  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  Time  that 
Day,  and  a  Provifo  added  to  it  ;  and  the  Day  fol- 
lowing it  paffed  the  Lords,  and  had  there  the  Bill  of 
Attainder  tack'd  to  it,  in  the  Manner  as  hath  been 
jecited.  So  that  where  the  Prelate  got  his  Intelligence 
of  the  Bill  palling  on  the  3d  of  March,  and  lent 
down  figned  by  the  King,  as  alfo  the  Meflage  on  the 
8th  ibidem,  we  know  not. 

The  Bill  of  Attaindure  not  paffing  in  the  Lower 
Houfe  againft  the  Duke  of  Somerfet ;  the  Provifo  in 
theTreafon-Act,  mention'd  before  ;  and  that  Houfe 
refuting  to  pafs  the  Bill  againft  the  Bifhop  of  Dur- 
ham, unlefs  he  was  confronted  by  WitnefTes  bdore 
them,fhew'd  plainly  what  Senfe  the  Commons  had  of 
this  Duke's  Condemnation.  It  alfo  gave  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland  a  perfect  Knowledge  how  little 
Kindnefsthey  had  for  him  ;  for  this  Parliament  be- The  King  great* 
ing  called  by  Somerfet,  his  Friends  had  been  generally  ^ in  Debtt 
chofe  to  be  in  it;  and  it  is  no  Wonder,  if,  upon  his 
Fall,  they  were  not  over  complaifant  to  thole  who 
had  deftroy'd  him.  In  fhort,  the  Minifter  made  no 
Motion  for  a  Supply  this  Seflion,  tho'  the  King's 
Debts  were  then  very  great  (e),  and  to  gain  one  he 
found  it  neceflary  to  call  a  new  Parliament ;  accord- 
ingly, on  the  15th  of  April  the  old  one  was  dif- 
folv'd,  after  fitting  almoft  five  Years ;  and  the  Th*i^JRCnt 
Minifter  made  it  his  Bufinefs,  all  that  Summer,  to 
igain  Friends  ail  over  England,  in  order  to  have 
S  3  another 

(e)  Mr  Strypc  has  preferved  a  Schedule  of  thefe  Crown  Debts, 
•lhich  we  here  fubjoin  j 

'  The  King  had  taken  up  great  Sums  from  Banks,  and  Perfons  be- 
yond the   Sea?  ;   and  was  indebted  to  them  this  Year  the  Sum  of 

l%2, 
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KingEdwardVl.anot^er  Parliament  the  next  Year  more   fit  for  his 
Purpofe. 

We  fhall  conclude  our  Account  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  this  Parliament,  with  an  Abftradl  out  of 
King  Edward's  Journal,  written  by  himfelf. 

'  April  15.  The  Parliament  broke  up,  and  be- 
'  caufe  I  was  fick,  and  not  able  well  to  go  abroad 
'  as  then,  I  figned  a  Bill,  containing  the  Names  of 
'  the  Acts  which  I  would  have  to  pafs ;  which  Bill 
*  was  read  in  the  Houfe.  Alfo,  I  gave  Commiffion 
c  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  two  Archbifhops,  two 
'  Bifhops,  two  Dukes,  two  Earls,  and  two  Ba- 
c  rons,  to  diflblve  wholly  this  Parliament.'  The 
King  was  then  ill  of  the  Meafles  and  Small  Pox  ; 
it  is  fomewhat  itrange  that  this  Commiffion  is  not 
taken  Notice  of  in  the  Lords  Journal ;  which  con- 
cludes in  thefe  Words,  Dominus  Cancellarius,  ex 
Mandato  Regis ,  prefensParliamentum  diffolvit. 
p  .,  Towards  the  Conclufion  of  the  Year  1552,  the 
pent  caird."  King  called  a  new  Parliament  ;  and,  as  hath  been 
hinted  before,  great  Care  was  taken  by  the  Court  to 
have  it  anfwer  their  Expectations.     Another  Eccle- 

fiaftical 

132,3721.  los.  Of  this  Sum  loool.  was  for  a  D'amond.  Befides 
Debts  within  the  Realm,  108,8071.4s.  10  d.  The  Total  Sum  a- 
mounted  to  241,1791.  14s.  iod.  The  Particulars  of  the  Debtt 
within  the  Realm  were  as  follows  : 

/.         s,      d. 
To  the  Houfhold  28000 

To  the  Chambre  „  20000 

To  the  Wardrobe  6075      iS 

To  the  Stable  1000 

To  th*  Admiraltie  5000 

To  th' Ordinaunce  3134       7     i* 

To  the  Surveyor  of  the  Works  3200 

To  Calleys  I4000 

To  Barivyck  6000 

To  the  Revels  1000 

To  Silley  and  Aldcrmy  1 000 

To  Ireland  13 128       6       % 

To  Winter,  for  his  Voyage  to  Ireland  471       4      6 

To  Barthilmnve  Compagni ,   [the  King's  Mer- 
chant] 4000 
To  Portefmouth  and  th'Ifle  of  Wight  1000 
To  the  Men  of  Armes  800 
To  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower                            997       7     is 

10S807       4     10 
Strype's  Ecelef.  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  312. 
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fiaftical  Hiftorian  (/)  tells  us,  that  the  King,  as  hi'si^ngE^-j^vi, 
Years  came  on,  began  to  fet  himfelf  about  Bufinefs ; 
and,  as  he  intended  to  have  this  Parliament  compofed 
of  Men  endowed  with  good  and  great  Abilities,  to 
confult  with  him  on  the  prefling  Affairs  and  Diffi- 
culties of  his  Kingdom,  he  caufed  Letters  to  be 
wrote  to  every  Sheriffin  the  Realm,  directing  them 
whom  to  chufe  for  that  Purpofe.  It  is  very  proba- 
ble that  the  Duke-Minifter  put  this  ipecious  Glofs 
upon  it,  in  order  to  impofeupon  the  King's  natural 
Goodnefs  j  but  this  Way  of  Proceeding,  by  influ- 
encing Elections,  is  by  no  means  justifiable  by  the 
ancient  Cuftom  and  Ufage  of  the  Realm.  The 
Letter  itfelf,  which  the  aforefaid  Author  hath  given 
us,  is  a  fufficient  Testimony  of  this ;  and  is  too 
material  to  be  omitted  in  thefe  Enquiries.  It  is  as 
follows . 

fTRufiy  and  well-beloved  we  greet  you  we  7.     Foraf-  ™e£in£*  j£ 
4    much  as  ive  have,  for  diverfe  good  Confederations,  riffs  for  eleaing 
saufed  a  Summonition  for  a  Parliament  to  be  rnade,^<^  as  the  Pri- 
as  we  doubt  not  but  yee  under  (land  the  fame  by  our  ^c^u™i)d*ould 
Writs  fent  in  that  Behalf  unto  you  -,  we  have  thought™ 
it  meet  for  the  Furtherance  of  fitch  Caufes,  as  are  to  be 
propounded  to  the  faid  Parliament,  for  the  common 
Weal  of  our  Realm,  that  in  the  Eleclion  of  fuch  Per- 
fons  as  Jhall  be  Jent  to  the  Parliament,  either  from  cur 
Counties,  as  Knights  thereof  or  from  our  Cities  and 
Boroughs,  there  be  good  Regard  had,  that  the  Choice 
be  made  of  Men  of  Gravity  and  Knowledge  in  their 
oivn  Countries  and  Towns,  fit,  for  their  Under/land- 
ings and  Qualities,    to  be  of  fuch  a  great  Council. 
And  therefore,  fine c  fame  Part  of  the  Proceeding  here- 
in Jhall  refl  in  you,  by  Virtue  of  your  Office,  zve  do, 
for  the  great  Define  we  have  that  this  our  Parliament 
may  be  ajfembkd  with  Perfonages  out  of  every  Country, 
of  IVijdom  and  Experience,  at  this  Prefent,  will  and 
command  you  that  ye  pall  give  Notice,  as   well  to  the 
Freeholders  of  your  County,  as   to  the  Citizens  and 
BurgeJJ'esof  anyCity  or  Borough,  which  jhall  have  any 
of  our  Writs  by  your  Direction,  for  the  Eleclion  of 
Citizens  and  BurgeJJes,  that  cur  Pleafure  and  Com- 
mandment 

(f)  Strvp°'j  Ecclef,  Mtr.oriaU    Vol.  II,    p.  304.. 
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King  Edward  VI.  mandment  is,  that  they  ft) all  chufe  and  appoint,  (as 
nigh  as  they  pojfibly  may)  Men  of  Knowledge  and  Ex- 
perience, ivithin  the  Counties,  Cities  and  Boroughs  ; 
foy  as  by  the  AJfembly  of  fuch,  we  may  by  God's  Good- 
nefs  provide  {thorough  the  Advice  and  Knowledge  of 
the  /aid  Parliament)  for  the  Redrefs  of  the  Lacks  in 
our  Commonweal,  more  effectually  than  heretofore  hath 
been.  And  yet,  neverthelefs,  our  Pleafure  is,  that 
where  our  Privy  Council,  or  any  of  them  within  their 
Jurifdiclions,  in  our  Behalf,  fhall  recommend  Men 
of  Learning  and  Wildom  ;  in  fuch  Cafe  their  Direc- 
tions be  regarded  and  followed,  as  tending  to  the  fame 
which  we  deftre,  that  is,  to-  have  this  AJJembly  to  be 
of  the  mofi  chief ejl  Men  in  our  Realm,  for  Advice  and 
good  Council. 

After  this  followed  feveral  Letters,  from  the 
King  himfelf,  recommending  particular  Perfons  to 
the  High  Sheriffs  to  be  elected  Knights.  As  one  to 
the  Sheriff  of  Hampjhire,  for  the  electing  Sir  Rich- 
ard Cotton  for  that  County.  The  like  Letter  to 
the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk,  for  the  electing  of  Sir  William 
Drury  and  Sir  Henry  Benningfield.  To  Bedford* 
ftnre,  for  Sir  John  St  John,  Knt.  and  Lewis  Dyvey 
Efq;  To  Surrey,  for  Sir  Thomas  Cavarden,  Knt. 
and  John  Vaughan,  Efq;  To  Cambridgjhire,  for 
Sir  Edivard  North  and  James  Dyve,  Efq;  To 
Berks,  for  Sir  William  Fitzwilliams  and  Sir  Henry 
Nevyl.  To  the  Sheriff  of  Oxon,  for  Sir  John  Wil- 
liams and  Richard  Fines,  Efq;  To  Northampton- 
fhire,  for  Sir  Nicholas  Throgmorton  and  Robert  Laney 
Efq;  No  more  were  recommended  by  the  King's 
Letters ;  but  no  doubt  thofe  from  the  Privy  Council 
mud  take  in  great  Part  of  the  whole  Kingdom. 

The  Writs  for  calling  this  Parliament,  and  thefe 
Letters  were  fent  out  in  January  ,  and  it  was  or- 

Anno  Regni  7,   dered  to  meet  the  firft  of  March  following. 

JSSZ'  John  Stowe  (g)  gives  us  the  Ceremonials  at   the 

Opening,  in  this  Manner.  '  The  firft  of  Alarch 
*  began  a  Parliament  at  JVeJlminJler  ;  and  all  the 
'  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  afiembled  that 
'  D;-.ie  in  the  White  hall,  in  their  Robes,  where  a 

'  Sermon 

(j)  Stowc'f  Chronicle,  p.  609, 
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«  Sermon  was  preach'd  in  the  King's  Chapel,  byKinsE(IWar<m« 
4  Dodor  Ridley  B'\ihop  of  London,  and  his  Majeftie 

*  with  diverfe    Lords    receiv'd  the  Communion. 

*  Which  being  done,  the  King,  with  the  Lords  in 

*  Order,  went  into  the  King's  great  Chamber,  on 

*  the  King,'s  Side,  which  that  Day  was  prepared 

*  for  the  Lordes  Houfe,  the  King  fitting  under  his 

*  Cloth  of  Eftate,  and  all  the  Lords  in  their  De- 

*  greesj  the  Bimop  of  Ely,  Dodor  Godricke,  Lord 

*  Chancellor,  made  a  Propofition  for  the  King, 
'  which  being  ended  the  Lords  departed.  This 
'  was  done  becaufe  the  King  was  fickly.' 

But  the  Reafon  why  this  Parliament  fat  at  IVblte- 
ball  was,  becaufe  the  King  was  fo  far  gone  in  a 
Confum prion  that  he  was  not  able  to  go  to  Wejlmin- 
Jier.  The  next  Day,  the  fame  Author  tells  us, 
that  James  Dyer,  or  Diar,  Efq;  was  chofen  Speaker . 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (b).  And  now  the  Lords  ^J  speaker! 
Journal  informs  us,  that  the  firft  Thing  of  Note 
that  they  went  upon,  was  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for  the 
better  anfwering  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  that 
all  Treafurers  and  other  Perfons,  having  the  Receipt 
of  any  of  the  King's  Money,  fhall  be  yearly  ac- 
countable, and  put  in  Sureties  for  the  fame.  This 
Bill  occafioned  fome  Debate,  and  on  the  third  Read- 
ying, the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  Lords  Morley,  Bo- 
rough, Bray,  Wentwortb,  RuJJel,  and  Rich,  pro- 
tefted  againft  it.  And  when  it  was  fent  down  to 
the  Commons  they  wholly  rejeded  it ;  but  fent 
back  a  new  Bill  to  the  fame  Purpofe  which  palled 
into  a  Statute. 

Two  other  Bills  alfo,  in  relation  to  the  State  of 

the  Coinage,  were  introduced  ;  the  firft  was,  that 

it  mould  be  Felony  to  give  for  any  of  the  current 

Coin  of  the  Kingdom  above  what  was  appointed  by 

the  King's  Proclamation.   The  other,  againft  the 

Exportation  of  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the  Realm. 

The  firft  was   rejeded,  but  the  laft  pafs'd  into  a 

Law  ;  which  was  no  more  than  reviving  a  Statute 

made  the  17th  Edward  IV.  for  the  fame  Purpofe  ; 

and  was  to  continue  for  twenty  Years. 

March 

{b)  Author  of  the  Reports  j    and  Chief  Juilice  of  the  Commojj- 
Pleas,  Anno  1  Ehzafatba, 
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King  Edward  VI.  March  13.  A  Bill  for  a  Subfidy  and  two  Fifteenth: 
and  Tenths,  by  the  Temporality,  was  fent  up  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  parted  by  the  Lords 
on  the  17  th ;  it  was  granted  for  two  Years. 
A  Subfidy.  This  Bill  occafioned  great  Debates  in  the  Lower- 
Houfe.  The  Preamble  to  it  was  a  long  Accufation 
of  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  «  For  involving  the  King 
'  in  Wars,  wafting  his  Trealures,  engaging  him 
e  in  much  Debt,  embafing  the  Coin,  and  having 

*  given  Occafion  for  a  moft  terrible  Rebellion.  In 
6  fine,  confidering  the  great  Debt  the  King  was  left 
'  in  by  his  Father,  the  Lofs  he  put  himfelf  to  in  re- 
'  forming  the  Coin,  and  they  finding  his  Temper 

*  to  be  let  wholly  on  the  Good  of  his  Subjects,  and 
'  not  on  enriching  himfelf;    therefore  they  gave- 
'  him  two   Tenths  and  two   Fifteenths    for   two 

*  Years  (hV 

Whether  the  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
was  upon  this  extraordinary  Demand  of  a  Supply, 
or  on  the  Preamble  is  uncertain.  But,  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  when  the  Bill  came  to  be  engrafted  it 
was  on  the  latter  ;  which  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land and  his  Party,  were  the  more  eagerly  fet  on, 
to  let  the  King  fee  how  acceptable  they  were,  and 
how  hateful  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  had  been  to  the 
People.  The  Clergy  alio,  to  fhew  their  Affection 
and  Duty,  fays  Burnet,  gave  the  King  fix  Shillings 
in  the  Pound  on  all  their  Benefices ;  which  Grant, 
according  to  Cuftom,  ever  fince  the  Reformation, 
was  confirmed  by  Parliament. 

In  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs,  there  was  a  Bill  fent 
down  from  the  Lords,  that  none  m;ght  hold  any 
Spiritual  Promotion,  unlefs  he  was  either  Prieft  or 
Deacon.  The  Reafon  of  it  was,  becaufe  many 
Noblemen  and  Gentlemen's  Sons  had  Prebends 
given  them,  on  this  Pretence,  that  they  intended 
to  fit  themfelve?,  by  Study,  ior  Holy  Orders  ;  but 
thele  they  kept,  tho'  their  Studies  went  no  farther. 
The  Bifhops  had  prevailed  upon  the  Lords  to  pa  fa 
the  Bill ;  but,  at  the  third  Reading,  it  was  call  out 
by  the  Commons;  which  fhews  what  poor  Intcrefl 

the 

(/-;  See  the  Preamble  at  large  in  RaJiarsStat.  7  Ed.  VI.  Cap.Ja, 
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the  Clergy  had  then  in  that  Houfe  when  (o  reafon-  K'ngEdwardVi. 
able  a  Bill  was  rejected. 

But  the  mod  extraordinary  A&,  on  Church  Affairs, 
which  pafled  thisSeflion,  was  that  for  the  Suppreflion 
of  the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham ;  which  Burnet  fays  is  fo 
ftrangely  mifreprefented,  by  thofe  who  never  read 
more  than  the  Title  of  it,  that  he  thinks  proper  to  give 
a  full  Account  of  it.  The  Bill  was  brought  into  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  20th  of  March,  and  pafled 
both  Houfes  foon  after.    The  Preamble  fets  forth, 

*  That  this  Bifhoprick  being  then  void  of  a  Prelate,  The  Bifhoprick 
« the  Gift  thereof  was  in  the  King's  Pleafure  j  andofre^hlm  fuP" 

*  the  Compafs  of  it  being  fo  large  as  to  extend  itfelf  in- 

*  to  feveral  Shires  far  diftant,  it  could  not  be  fuffici- 
'  ently  ferved  by  one  Bifhop  ;  and  fince  the  King,  by 
c  his  godly  Difpofition,  wasdefirous  to  have  God's 
1  Holy  Word  preached  in  thofe  Parts,  which  were 

*  wild  and  barbarous  for  lack  of  good  Preaching  and 

*  good  Searching:  Therefore  he  intended  to  have  two 

*  Bifhopricks  for  that  Diocefs ;  the  one  at  Durham, 

*  which  fhould  have  2000  Marks  yearlyRevenue,  and 

*  another  at  Newcajile  with  1000  ;  and  alfo  to  found 

*  a  Cathedral  Church  at  the  latter  Place,  withaDean- 

*  ry  and  Chapter,  out  of  the  Revenues  of  the  faid  Bi- 
'  fhoprick.  Therefore  the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham  is 

*  utterly  extinguished  and  diflblved,and  Authority  is 

*  given  for  Letters  Patents  to  ereit  the  two  new  Bi- 
'  fhopricks  together  with  a  Deanry  and  Chapter  at 

*  Newcajrle;  with  a  Provifo  that  the  Rights  of  the 
■  Deanry,  Chapter,  and  Cathedral  of  Durham,  fhould 
'  fuffer  nothing  by  this  Aft.' 

Bifhop  Burnet  has  taken  fome  Pains  to  prove,  that 
the  DifTolution  of  this  Bifhoprick  was  not  fo  facrilegi- 
ousaThing  as  fome  Writers  have  reprefentedit.  He 
argues  *  That  the  Lands  of  that  Bifhoprick  lying  near 
the  Borders  of  an  Enemy,  where  the  Service  of  the 
Tenants,  in  War,  muft  fet  theRents  at  very  lowRates, 
the  Referve  of  3000  Marks  a  Year,  and  the  endow- 
ing the  Cathedral,  which  could  not  be  done  under  a 
thoufand  more,  was  not  fuch  a  Depredation  on  the 
Bifhoprick  as  has  been  imagined.  However,  it  did 
not  take  Effect  j  for  tho'  Ridley,  being  a  Native  of 

that 
4 
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King  idwardVJ.  that  Country,  was  named  to  be  one  of  the  Bifhops  ^ 
and  Northumberland  had  the  Bifhoprick  given  him* 
which  was  turned  intoa  Principality  for  that  Pui  pofe } 
yet  the  King's  Sicknefs  and  Death  foon  after  made 
this  and  all  the  reft  of  fuch  Defigns  prove  abortive. 
But,  it  is  plain,  by  what  had  been  defigned  againft 
Tunjlal,  the  deprived  Bi(hop  of  Durham,  in  the  laft, 
Parliament, and  now  a  Prifoner,  that  thisCounty  Pa- 
latine  was  the  Bait  which  drew  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland to  feek  the  Deftru&ion  of  that  Prelate  and 
the  Diflblution  of  the  Bifhoprick.  Whoever  knows 
the  Power  and  Intereft  which  the  Percy  Family  had  in 
thofe  Parts,  rauft  alfo  underftand  that  the  Acquifiti- 
on  of  this  rich  Bifhoprick,  with  its  Jurifdiction,muft 
render  this  Duke  of  Northumberland,  tho'  under  ano- 
ther Name,  little  \ek  than  a  Northern  King  (i). 

In  the  Journals  are  put  down  the  Titles  of  feven- 
teen  Acts  which  pafTed  this  Seflion ;  in  the  printed 
Statutes  are  only  fourteen :  The  moft  remarkable  in 
both,  which  have  not  already  been  mentioned,  were, 
Afljpa&*d.  An  Adf.  for  the  Reftitution  in  Blood  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward  Seymour,  Knt.  (k)  Son  to  the  late  Duke  of 
Somerfet. 

An  A£r,  to  avoid  the  great  Prices  and  Excels  of 
Wines,  by  which  it  was  enacted,  That  no  Perfon 
whatever  fhould  keep  in  his  Houfe  above  ten  Gallons 
of  French  Wine,  for  fpending,  under  Pain  of  for- 
feiting Ten  Pounds  Sterling  ;  unlefs  he  could  fpend 
an  Hundred  Marks  yearly,  in  Lands,  Tenements, 
or  other  Profits  certain  :  Or  was  worth  a  Thou- 
fand  Marks  of  his  own :    Or  elfe  was  the  Son  of  a 

Duke, 

(i)  This  Duke  of  Northumberland  was  John  Dudley,  Earl  oUVar- 
xoick,  created  Duke,  £ff.  by  this  King,  and  expe&td  to  have  all  the 
Revenues  of  the  Percy  Family  given  him,  the  Earldom  of  Ncrthum- 
hrlandbelng  then  extinct  by  the  Attainder  of  the  laft  Earl. 

Dugdalit  Baron.  Vol.  II.  P.  219. 

He  was  alfo  to  be  made  Earl  of  Durham. 

Strype%\  Mem.   Vol.  II.  P.  396. 

(1)  This  Sir  Edward  Seymcur  (from  whom  the  prefent  Duke  of 
Somerftt    is    defcended)  was    the    Lord    Protector's    Son   by    h'n 

firft  Wife,  Catherine,  Daughter  of  Sir  William  Fillol And  by 

hislecond  Wife,  Anne,  Daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Stanhope,  he  bad 
another  Son,  alfo  call'd  Edward  (Anceftor  of  Algernon,  late  Duke  of 
i'omerfct)  on  whom  all  his  Titles  and  moft  of  his  Lands  were  fettled 
by  fpecial  Entail,  whe  war,  in  the  firft  Year  of  Qj?en  Elizabeth, 
created  Earl  of  Hertford. 
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Duke,  Marquis,  Earl,  or  Baron.    The  Duke  ofKingEdwardvi, 
Suffolk,  the  Earls  of  Arundele,  Wejlmoreland,  Ox- 
ford, and  Rutland,  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David's,  and 
the  Lord  Darcy  of  Qhichefler  protefted  againft  it  (/). 

An  Aft  for  the  dillblving,  uniting,  or  annexing 
of  certain  Courts,  particularly  the  Court  of  Aug- 
mentations, by  the  King  that  is  dead. 

Another,  That  all  Patentees  of  Colleftorfhips  qf 
Tenth  mall  be  bound  for  their  Collections. 

And  an  Aft  for  the  King's  molt  gracious,  ge- 
neral and  free  Pardon.  Concerning  which  Burnet 
makes  this  Remark.  '  That  whereas  it  goes  for  a 
Maxim  That  all  Afts  of  Pardon  muft  be  palled, 
without  changing  any  Thing  in  them,  the  Com- 
mons, when  they  fent  up  this  Aft  of  Pardon  to  the 
Lords,  defired  that  fome  Words  might  be  amended 
in  it.  But  he  adds,  that  it  is  not  clear  what  was  done ; 
fpr  that  fame  Day  this  Requeft  was  made,  the  Afts 
were  palled  and  the  Parliament  diflblved. 

Mr.  Strype  hath  given  us  the  Names  of  all  the 
Perfons  excepted  out  of  this  Aft  of  Grace,  by 
which  we  may  fee  that  it  did  not  altogether  agree 
with  its  Title  (w). 

The  main  Point  which  the  Duke  of  Nortbumber* 
land  carried  in  this  Parliament,  was  to  caule  the 
Nation  to  make  a  public  Declaration  of  their  Dif- 
like  to  the  late  DukeofSomerfet's  Miniftry.  Which, 
as  our  Author  obferves,  was  the  more  neceflary, 
becaufe  the  King  had  let  fall  fome  Words  concern- 
ing his  Death,  by  which  he  feemed  to  refleft  on  it 
with  fome  Concern,  and  looked  on  it  as  done  by 
Northumberland.  But  then  this  Aft  palled  with 
fo  much  Difficulty,  that  either  the  Duke  thought 
this  Parliament  not  well  enough  difpofed  for  him, 
pr  elfe  he  refolved  to  vary  wholly  from  the  Meafures 
of  Scmerfet,  who  continued  the  lame  Parliarnent  a 
long  Time :  So,  for  one  or  both  thefe  Caufes,  the* 
King  came  to  the  Houfe,  and  gave  the  Lord  Chan-Th  p  r 
cellor  Command  to  diflblve  this  Parliament,  after  diflblv'd, 
it  had  fat  only  one  Month  ;  that  is  from  the  firft  to 
the  laft  Pay  of  March  (n). 

Thus 

(!)  Jcurn.  Prccer. 

(jk)  Strypc's  Memorials,  Vol.  II.  p.  396. 

(«)  Being  then  Ccod-Fridsj, 
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KingEawardvr.  Thus  ended  the  laft  Parliament  in  this  Reign; 
for Edward  the  Sixth  foon  after  finifh'd  both  that  and 

the  Ki?th  °f  his  ihon  Life  ;  dyjnS  of  a  deeP  Confumption>  July 
the  6th,  Anno  1553,  m  tne  Sixteenth  Year  of  his 
Age,  and  the  feventh  of  his  Reign. 

Mr.  Strype  frequently  takes  Occafion  to  ani- 
madvert on  the  Sacrilegious  Hunger  of  the  Cour- 
tiers in  this  Reign  ;  which,  he  tells  us,  was  infati- 
able.  He  hath  alio  given  us  a  Catalogue  of  Public 
Grammar  Schools,  and  other  Endowments  out  of 
•  the  dillblv'd  Chauntries.  From  whence  it  may  be 
prefum'd,  that  the  Charitable  Foundations  in  this 
Reign  were  owing  to  the  innate  Piety  of  this  moft 
excellent  young  Prince  himfelf;  and  that  the  Ha- 
vock  made  among  the  Ecclefiaftical  Revenues  du- 
ring his  Minority,  ought  much  rather  to  be  attribu- 
ted to  his  Evil  Counfellors  than  to  any  habitual  In- 
clination of  his  own. 

It  will  not,  we  hope,  be  judged  improper,  at  the 
Conclufion  of  this  Reign,  to  give  an  Account  of  a 
Tranfaction,  which  happened  very  near  the  Begin- 
ning of  it :  Since,  to  have  mentioned  it  then,  would 
have  broke  too  much  the  Thread  of  our  Hiftory. 
The  Matter  is  about  the  Right  which  the  inferior 
Clergy  have,  by  their  Reprefetitatives^  to  fit  and 
vote  in  all ghiejliom  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The 
Reafons  for  it  are  learnedly  drawn  up  by  BifhopSz/r- 
net  and  Mr.  Collier ;  we  fhall  therefore  give  them 
in  their  own  Words  at  full ;  obferving  that  their 
Arguments  turn  on  many  Proceedings"'which  have 
fallen  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Parliamentary  Hi/lory, 
— —  And  firft,  the  Prelate  : 

'  While  the  Parliament  was  fitting,  [The 
firft  SefTion  of  the  firft  Parliament  in  this  Reign] 
they  were  not  idle  in  the  Convocation  ;  though 
the  Popifh  Party  was  yet  fo  prevalent  in  both 
Houfes,  that  Cranmer  had  no  Hopes  of  doing 
any  Thing,  till  they  were  freed  of  the  Trouble 
which  fome  of  the  great  Bifhops  gave  them.  The 
moft  important  Thing  they  did,  was  the  carrying  up 
four  Petitions  to  the  Bifhops,  which  will  be  found 
'  in  the  Colleelion ,  No  \6.  1.  That  according  to  the 
Statute  made  in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King,  there 

miaht 
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might  be  Perfons  empowei'd  for  reforming  the  Ec-  King  EdwardVl. 
clefiaftkal  LaWs.  The  fecond,  that  according  to 
the  ancient  Cuftom  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Tenor 
of  the  Bifhops  Writ  to  the  Parliament,  the  Inferior 
Clergy  might  be  admitted  again  to  fit  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  or  that  no  Acts  concerning  Matters 
of  Religion  might  pafs  without  the  Sight  and  Aflent 
of  the  Clergy.  The  third,  That  fince  divers  Pre- 
lates and  other  Divines,  had  been  in  the  late  King's 
Time  appointed  to  alter  the  Service  of  the  Church  } 
and  had  made  fome  Progrefs  in  it,  that  this  might 
be  brought  to  its  full  Perfection.  The  fourth,  That 
fome  Confideration  might  be  had  for  the  Mainte- 
nance of  the  Clergy,  the  firft  Year  they  came  into 
their  Livings,  in  which  they  were  charged  with 
the  Firft  Fruits ;  to  which  they  added,  a  Defire  to 
know  whether  they  might  fafely  fpeak  their  Minds 
about  Religion,  without  the  Danger  of  any  Law. 
For  the  firft  of  thefe  four  Petitions,  an  Account  of 
it  (hall  be  given  hereafter.  As  to  the  fecond,  it 
was  a  Thing  of  great  Confequence,  and  deferves  to 
be  farther  confider'd  in  this  Place. 

'  Anciently,  all  the  Free  Men  of  England,  or  at  bp«  Burnet's 
leaft  thole  that  held  of  the  Crown  in  Chief,  came  S^/the  in! 
to  Parliament ;    and  then  the  Inferior  Clergy  hadferior  clergy,  to 
Writs  as  well  as  the  Superior,  and  the  firft  of  the  have  Reprefen- 
three  Eftate-:  of  the  Kingdom  were  the  Bifhops, Stf  com. 
the  other  Prelates  and   the  inferior   Clergy.     But  mous. 
when  the  Parliament  was  divided  into  two  Houfes, 
then  the  Clergy  made  likewifea  Body  of  their  own, 
and  fat  in  Convocation,  which  was  the  third  Eftate. 
But  the  Bifhops  having  a  double  Capacity,  the  one 
of  Ecclefiaftical  Prelature,  the  other  of  being  the 
King's   Barons,  they  had  a  Right  to  fit  with  the 
Lords  as  a  Part  of  their  Eftate,  as   well  as  in  the 
Convocation.     And  though  by  Parity  of  Reafon  it 
might  fecm  that  the  reft  of  the  Clergy,  being  Free- 
holders as  well   as  Clerks,  had  an   equal  Right  to 
chufe,  or  be  chofen,  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; 
yet  whether  they  were  ever  in  Pcfleflion  of  it,  or 
whether  according  to  the  Claufe  Premonentes  in  the 
Bifhops  Writ,  they  were  ever  a  Part  of  the  Houfe 
Vol.  III.  T  of 
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KingEdwardVi.  of  Commons,  is  a  juft  Doubt.  For  befides  this 
AITertion  in  the  Petition  that  was  mentioned,  and 
a  more  large  one  in  the  fecond  Petition,  which  they 
prefen'ed  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  which  is  likewife  in 
the  Collection ,No.  1 7. 1  have  never  met  with  any  good 
Reafon  to  fatisfy  me  in  it.  There  was  a  general 
Tradition  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  Reign,  that  the 
Inferior  Clergy  departed  from  their  Right  of  being 
in  the  Houfe  of  .Commons,  when  they  were  all 
brought  into  the  Pramunire  by  Cardinal  Wolfeys 
Legatine  Power,  and  made  their  SubmifTion  to  the 
King.  But  that  is  not  credible  ;  for  as  there  is  no 
Footftep  of  it,  which  in  a  Time  of  fo  much 
Writing  and  Printing  mufl  have  remained,  if  fo 
great  a  Change  had  been  then  made  ;  fo  it  cannot  be 
thought,  that  thofe  who  made  this  Addrefs  but  fe- 
venteen  Years  after  that  SubmifTion,  (many  being 
alive  in  this,  who  were  of  that  Convocation,  Poly- 
dor  e  Vergil  in  particular,  a  curious  Oblerver,  fince 
he  was  maintain'd  here  to  write  the  Hiftory  of  Eng- 
land)x\or\z  of  them  mould  have  remembred  a  Thing 
that  was  fo  frefh,  but  have  appealed  to  Writs  and 
ancient  Practices.  But  though  this  Defign  of  bring- 
ing the  Inferior  Clergy  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
did  not  take  at  this  Time,  yet  it  was  again  fet  on 
Foot,  in  the  End  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  Reign,  and 
Reafons  were  offered  to  perfuade  her  to  fet  it  for- 
ward. Which  not  being  then  fuccefsf  d,  thefe  fame 
Reafons  were  again  offered  to  King  James,  to  in- 
duce him  to  endeavour  it.  The  Paper  that  di (co- 
vers this,  was  communicated  to  me  by  Dr  Bar  lace, 
the  worthy  Author  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Iri/h  Re- 
bellion, it  is  corrected  in  many  Places  by  the 
Hand  of  Bifhop  Ravis,  then  Bifhop  of  London,  a 
Man  of  great  Worth.  This,  for  the  Affinity  of 
the  Matter,  and  the  Curiofity  of  the  Thing,  I 
have  put  into  the  Colleclion^o.  1 8.  with  a  largeMar- 
ginal  Note,  as  it  was  defigned  to  be  tranfcribed  for 
King  James.  But  whether  this  Matter  was  ever 
much  conlidered,  or  lightly  laid  afide  as  a  Thing 
unfit  and  unpraiticablc,  does  not  appear  ;  certain 
it  is,  that  it  came  to  nothing.     Upon  the  whole 

Matter, 
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Matter,  It  is  not  certain  what  was  the  Power  or -King  Ed  ward  vi. 
Right  of  thefe  Pro£tors  of  the  Clergy  in  former 
Times  :  Some  are  of  Opinion,  that  they  were  on- 
ly Afliftants  to  the  BifJhops,  but  had  no  Voice  in 
either  Houfe  of  Parliament  {n).  This  is  much  con- 
firmed by  an  Act  pafs'd  in  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land, in  the  28  th  Year  of  the  former  Reign,  which 
fets  forth  in  the  Preamble,  '  That  though  the  Proc- 

*  tors  of  the  Clergy  were  always  fummoned  to  Par- 
'  liament,  yet  they  were  no  Part  of  it;    nor  had 

*  they  any  Right  to  vote  in  it,  but  were  only  Af- 

*  fiftants  in  cafe  Matters  of  Controverfy  or  Learn- 

■  ing  came  before  them,  as  the  Convocation  was 

*  in  England,  which  had  been  determined  by  the 
'  Judges  of  Englatid  after  much  Enquiry  made  a- 
'  bout  it.     But  the  Proctors  were  then  pretending 

*  to  fo  high  an  Authority,  that  nothing  could   pafs 

*  without  their  Confents  ;  and  it  was  prefumed. 
1  they  were  fet  on  to  it  by  the  Bifhops,  whofe 

■  Chaplains  they  were  for  the  mod  part.  There- 
'  fore  they  were  by  that  Act  declared  to  have  no' 

*  Right  to  vote. 

*  From  this  fome  infer,  they  were  no  other  in 
England,  and  that  they  were  only  the  Bifhops  Af~ 
fiftants  and  Council.  But  as  the  Claufe  Premonen- 
tes  in  the  Writ,  feems  to  make  them  a  Part  of  the 
Parliament  ;  fo  thefe  Petitions  fuppofe  that  they 
fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  anciently  5  where  it 
canhot  be  imagined  they  could  fit,  if  they  came  on- 
ly to  be  Afliftants  to  the  Bifhops,  for  then  they  mufl 
have  fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  rather  ;  as  the  Judg- 
es, the  Matters  of  Chancery,  and  the  King's  Coun- 
cil do.  Not  is  it  reafonable  to  think  they  had  no 
Voice;  for  then  their  fitting  in  Parliament  had  been: 
fo  infignificant  a  Thing,  that  it  is  not  likely  they 
would  have  ufed  fuch  Endeavours  to  be  reftor'd  to 
jit ;  fince  their  coming  to  Parliament,  upon  fuch  an 
Account,  muft  have  been  only  a  Charge  to  them. 

'  There  is  againft  this  Opinion  an  Objection  of 

great  Force,  from  the  Acts  pafs'd  in  the  21ft  Year' 

of  Richard  the  zd's  Reign.     In   the  zd  Act  of  that 

Parliament  it  is  laid,  4  That  it  was  firft  prayed  by 

T  7.  <  tfc<* 

.(*)  CVk's  4lnft.  ?,  4, 
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KinstdwardVi.*  the  Commons,  and  that  the  Lords  Spiritual,  and 
'  the  Prottors  of  the  Clergy,  did  aiYent  to  it  ;  upon 
'  which  the  King,  by  the  Aflent  of  all  the  Lords 
'  and  Commons,  did  enad  it.'  The  12th  A  ft  of 
ttoat  Parliament  was  a  Repeal  of  the  whole  Parlia- 
ment that  was  held  in  the  nth  Year  of  that  Reign  ; 
and  concerning  it,  it  isexprefs'd,  '  That  the  Lords 
'  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  the  Proctors  of  the  Cler- 
'  gv,  and  the  Commons,  being  feverally  examin'd, 
'  did  all  agree  to  it.'  From  hence  it  appears,  that 
thefe  Ptoctors  were  then  not  only  a  Part  of  the  Par- 
liament, but  were  a  diftincT:  Body  of  Men,  that  did 
feverally  from  all  the  reft  deliver  their  Opinions. 
It  may  feem  ftrange,  that  if  they  were  then  con- 
fidered  as  a  Part  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  this 
mould  be  the  only  Time  in  which  they  mould  be 
mentioned  as  bearing  their  Share  in  the  Legiflative 
Power.  In  a  Matter  that  is  fo  perplexed  and  dark, 
I  (hall  prefume  to  offer  a  Conjecture  which  will  not 
appear  perhaps  improbable.  In  the  129th  Page  of 
my  former  Part,  I  gave  the  Reafons  that  made  me 
think,  the  Lower  Houfe  of  Convocation  confided  at 
firft  only  of  the  Proftors  of  the  Clergy.  So  that 
by  the  Proclors  of  the  Clergy,  both  in  the  Statute 
of  Ireland,  and  in  thofe  made  by  Richard  the  2d, 
is  perhaps  to  be  underftood,  the  lower  Houfe  of 
Convocation  ;  and  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  think, 
that  upon  fo  great  an  Occafion  as  the  annulling  a 
whole  Parliament,  to  make  it  pafs  the  better,  in  an 
Age  in  which  the  People  paid  fo  blind  a  Submilfion 
to  the  Clergy,  the  Concurrence  of  the  whole  Re- 
prefentaiiveof  the  Church  might  have  been  thought 
neceflary.  It  is  generally  believed,  that  the  whole 
Parliament  fit  together  in  one  Houfe  before  Ed- 
ward the  3d'«Time,  and  then  the  Inferior  Clergy 
were  a  Part  of  that  Body  without  Qucftion.  But 
when  the  Lords  and  Commons  fat  apart,  the 
Clergy  likewife  fat  in  two  Houfes,  and  granted  Sub- 
fidies  as  well  as  the  Temporalty.  It  may  pais  for 
no  unlikely  Conjecture,  that  the  Ciaufe  Prctnoncn- 
/<?*  was  firft  put  in  the  Bifhops  Writ  for  the  fum- 
moning  of  the  lower  Houfe  of  Convocation,  con- 
fiding 
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lifting  of  thefe  Proctors  ;  and  afterwards,  though  KingEdwardVi. 
there  was  a  fpecial  Writ  for  the  Convocation,  yet 
this  might  at  fitft  have  been  continued  in  the  Bi- 
fhops  Writ  by  the  Negled  of  a  Clerk,  and  from 
thence  be  Hill  ufed.  So  that  it  feems  to  me  moft 
probable,  that  the  Proctors  of  the  Clergy  were 
both  in  England  and  Ireland  the  Lower  Houfe  of 
Convocation.  Now,  before  the  Submiffion  which 
the  Clergy  made  to  King  Henry,  as  the  Convoca- 
tion gave  the  King  great  Subfidies,  fo  the  whole 
Bufinefs  of  Religion  lay  within  their  Sphere.  But 
after  the  Submiffion  they  were  cut  off  from  med- 
dling with  it,  except  as  they  were  authpriled  by  the 
King.  So  that  having  now  fo  little  Power  left 
them,  it  is  no  Wonder  they  defired  to  be  put  in  the 
State  they  had  been  in  before  the  Convocation  was 
feparated  from  the  Parliament  ;  or  at  leaft  that 
Matters  of  Religion  fhould  not  be  determined  till 
they  had  been  conlulted,  and  had  reported  their 
Opinions  and  Rej.fons.  The  Extreme  of  raifing 
the  Ecclefiaftical  Power  too  high  in  the  Times  of 
Popery,  had  now  produced  another  of  deprefling  it 
too  much.  For  feldom  is  the  Counterpoife  fo  juftly 
balanced,  that  Extremes  are  reduced  to  a  well-tem- 
per'd  Mediocrity. 

*  For  the  third  Petition,  it  was  refolv'd  that 
many  Bifhops  and  Divines  fhould  be  fent  to  Wind' 
for  to  labour  in  the  Matter  of  the  Church  Service. 
But  that  required  fo  much  Confideration,  that  they 
could  not  enter  on  it  during  a  Seffion  of  Parliament. 
And  for  the  fourth,  what  Anfwer  was  given  to  it 
doth  not  appear.'    So  far  Bifhop  Burnet. 

The  Rev.  Mr  Collier ',  after  giving  us  theNa-Mr.  Collier,  on 
ture  of  the  Petitions,  in  near  the  lame  Words  as  thethc  frnieSubj?a. 
Bifhop,  goes  on  thus : 

4  That  the  lower  Houfe  of  Convocation  in  their 
Requeft,  for  fitting  with  the  Commons  in  Parlia- 
ment, infilled  upon  nothing  more  than  being  re- 
ftor'd  to  ancient  Privilege,  appears  by  the  King's 
Writ,  directed  to  every  Bifhop  :  In  which  Sum- 
mons the  Bifhop  is  fir  ft  requir'd  to  appear  in  Perion, 
at  the  Time  and  Place  prefix'd  for  the  Parliament. 
T  \  This 
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Kmg Edward  vi.  This  Part  of  the  Writ  is  the  fame  in  Subftance 
with  thofe  fent  to  the  Temporal  Peers.  After  this 
follows  the  Premonitory  Claufe,  in  which  the  Bi- 
fhop  is  commanded,  '  To  give  Notice  to  the  (Pri- 
'  or,  ox)    Dean    and    Chapter    of  his  Cathedral 

*  Church,  and  to  the  Archdeacons,  and  all  thfc 
'  Clergy  of  his  Diocefe,  that  the  (Prior)  Dean, 
'  and  Archdeacons  in  their  own  Peribns,  the  Chap- 
'  ter  by  one,  and  the  Clergy  by  two  proper  Proxies, 

*  fufficiently   empower'd    by  the  faid  Chapter  and 

*  Clergy,  mould  by  all  Means  be  prefent  at  the 

*  Parliament  with  him  ;  to  do  and  confent  to  thofe 

*  Things,  which,  by  the  Blefling  of  God,  by  their 

*  common  Advice,  {ball  happen  to  beordain'd  in  the 

*  Matters  aforefaid  :  And  that  the  giving  this  No* 

*  tice  mould  by  no  means  be  omitted  by  him  (o).' 

*  If  the  Bifhop  happen  to  be  beyond  Sea,  and  in 
no  Condition  to  execute  the  King's  Writ,  the  Sum- 
mons was  fent  to  his  Vicar-General  ;  and  by  him 
the  Clergy  of  the  Diocefe  had  the  lame  Notice  to 
come  to  Parliament,  as  if  the  Bifhop  had  been  at 
Home. 

'  In  the  Vacancy  of  a  See,  the  Writ  was  directed 
to  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  as  Guardians  of  the  Spi- 
ritualties. And  thus  the  Clergy  were  always  af- 
fur'd  of  being  fummon'd  to  Parliament. 

*  The  Bifhop  having  receiv'd  the  King's  Writ, 
communicated  it  to  his  Diocefe,  by  tranfmitting 
Copies  to  the  Prior,  or  Dean,  and  Archdeacons  : 
To  this  there  was  a  Mandate  annex'd,  importing, 
'  That  by  Virtue  of  his  Majefty's  Writ  he  pre-^ 

*  monifh'd  them,  and  by  them  the  Chapter  and 
c  Clergy,  that  themfelves  in  Peri'on,  and  their 
c  Chapter  and  Clergy  by  their  Proctors,  mould 
?  take  Care  to  be  prefent  at  the  Day  and  Place 
6  mtntion'd  in  the  King's  Writ,  for  the  Ends  and 
'  Purpoies  requir'd  of  them. 

'  The  Bifhops  us'd  fometimcs  to  command  their 
Clergy,  to  make  a  Return  of  what  they  had  done 
upon  the  Writ  and  Mandate.  This  Certificate  was 
to  be  fent  to  the  Bifhop  l'ome  Time  before  the 
Seflion  of  Parliament.     The  Clergy  having  promis'd 

Obedience, 

(f)  Prynnc's  Regtjlcr,  Part  I.  p.  7,  S. 
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Obedience,  in  their  Return,  to  the  Diocefan,  the  King  Edward  VI. 

Bifhop  certify'd  the  King  what  he  had  done  purfu- 

ant  to  his  Command  :  And  of  this  we  have  an  In- 

ftance  as  low  as  the   Reign  of  King  Henry  the 

Eighth. 

*  The  Clergy  thus  fummon'd  to  Parliament  by 
the  King  and  Diocefan,  met  for  the  Choice  of  their 
Proxies.  For  this  Purpofe,  the  Dean,  or  Prior,  held 
his  Chapter,  and  the  Archdeacon  his  Synod  :  The 
Reprefentatives  being  chofen  in  thefe  Affemblies, 
were  fent  up  to  the  Parliament,  with  Piocuratorial 
Letters  from  the  Chapter  and  Clergy,  to  give  them 
an  Authority  to  acl:  in  their  Names,  and  on  the 
Behalf  of  their  Electors. 

*  Thefe  Letters  were  for  the  moft  part  addrefs'd 
to  the  King,  tho'  fometimes  they  began  with  a  ge- 
neral Application,  To  all  Perfonswhom  it  might 
concern  :  But  ftill  the  Subftance  of  them  was  to 
make,  ordain,  and  appoint  the  Perfons,  who  were 
fent  by  them,  '  Their  Prodlors  to  appear  on  their 

*  Behalf  in  Parliament ;    there  to  treat  with  the 

*  Prelates  and  great  Men  of  the  Realm,  of  the 
'  Things  to  be  debated  there  for  the  Intereft  of  the 
1  King  and  Kingdom,  and  to  confent  to  what 
1  mould  be  agreed  to  on  their  Behalf ;   and  to  en- 

*  gage  themlelves  to  ftand  by  what  their  Proc~tors 
4  mould  do,  under  the  Caution  or  Forfeiture  (ma- 

*  ny  Times)  of  all  their  Goods. 

*  There  were  ufually  two  Copies  of  thefe  Procura- 
torial  Letters  deliver'd  to  every  Proxy  ;  one  of  thefe 
was  to  be  kept  by  this  Reprefentative,  and  the  other 
put  into  the  Hands  of  the  Clerk  of  Parliament  in 
order  to  be  inroll'd. 

'  That  the  Lower  Clergy  formerly  fent  their 
Reprefentatives  to  Parliament,  may  be  prov'd  by  a 
famous  Refolution  in  Bird  and  Smith's  Cafe,  in  the 
Reign  of  King  James  the  Firft.  Here  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Egerton,  Popham  Chief  Juftice  of  Eng- 
land, Coke  Chief  Juflice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and 
Fleming  Chief  Baron,  befides  other  Things,  refolv'd 
that  the  Canons  of  the  Church,  made  by  the  Con- 
vocation   and    the   King,   without  a  Parliament, 

mall 
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King  Edward  vi.  fhall  bind  in  all  Ecclefiaftical  Matters  no  lefs  than 
an  Act  of  Parliament.  As  a  Medium  to  prove  this, 
they  affirm  the  Convocation  was  once  Part  of  the 
Parliament.  And  fince  the  lower  Clergy  were 
parted  from  the  Houie  of  Commons,  they  carried 
their  Share  of  Legiflature  along  with  them  into  the 
Convocation.  They  founded  their  Refolution  far- 
ther, upon  a  celebrated  Precedent  of  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  Anno  2.1  Henry  VIII.  Where, 
after  a  full  Debate  in  a  Conference,  it  was 
reiolv'd,  that  when  the  Convocation  makes  Canons 
concerning  Matters  within  their  Jurisdiction,  they 
are  binding  to  the  whole  Realm. 

*  To  proceed.  Records  of  the  Procuratorial 
Letters  above  mention'd,  run  up  as  high  as  King 
Eikuard  the  Firft.  Through  how  many  Reigns 
afterwards,  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Lower  Clergy 
acted  with  the  Temporal  Commons  in  Parliament, 
is  not  eafy  to  determine.  'Tis  probably  conjectur'd, 
that  about  the  Time  of  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  this 
Ufage  began  to  be  diicontinued,  and  quite  dropp'd 
by  Degrees.  The  Clergy  themfelves  are  thought 
to  have  contributed  towards  the  parting  with  this 
Privilege.  It  feems  they  look'd  on  their  Parliamen- 
tary Attendance,  as  a  Kind  of  Burthen,  and  there- 
fore were  not  unwilling  to  be  difengag'd. 

'  But  whether  they  were  in  the  Right,  or  not, 
is  another  Queftion. 

*  Tho'  the  Lower  Clergy  feem  not  to  have  come 
to  Parliament   for  more  than   two  hundred  Years 
laft  part,    the  Kings,    notwithstanding,  have    ftill 
continued  to  keep  on  their  Right   in  the  Writ  of 
Summons,  which  has  been  executed  by  the  Bifhops. 
The    Premonitory  Claufe  is  itiii  the  fame  it    was 
thiee   hundred  Years  iince,  except  the  Alteration 
of  Priors   into  Deans.     There  are  feveral  Records 
to  prove,  that  the   Bifhops  Mandates  were  tent  to 
the  Deans  and   Archdeacons  ;    that  Proctors  were 
chofen,  and  tmpower'd   to  act  for  their  Electors, 
to  the  End  of  the  Reign  of  KingHenry  the  Seventh. 
There   arc  likewife  Inftances    to   prove    that  the 
fame  Practice  was  kept  on   from    the  Period   laft 

mention'd, 
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mentioned,  to  the  Year  1640.     This  Premonitory  King  EdwardVIt 
Claufe  being  ftill  inferted  in  the  Bifliops  Writ  of 
Summons,  'tis  concluded  they  may  legally  execute 
it,  purfuant  to  ancient  Cuftom,  if  thpy  think  fit. 

*  To  proceed  to  another  Branch  of  the  Petition 
of  the  lower  Houfe  of  Convocation.  That  is,  that 
Matters  of  Religion  may  be  debated  in  their  Houfe  $ 
that  by  this  Means  the  Cafe  may  be  fully  difcufs'd, 
the  Controverfy  clear'd,  and  the  Consciences  of 
People  well  fettled.  They  likewife  defire,  as  hath 
been  obferv'd,  that  no  Statutes,  in  which  Religion, 
or  the  Intereft  and  Jurifdi£tion  of  the  Clergy,  are 
nearly  concern'd,  may  be  enacted,  till  the  lower 
Houfe  of  Convocation  have  at  leaft  examin'd  the 
Bill,  and  reported  their  Reafons  upon  it.  To  prove 
the  lower  Clergy  not  ill  founded  in  this  Requeft,  I 
(hall  infert  a  Paper  in  the  Records,  drawn  up  by  a 
very  learned  Hand,  and  lodg'd  in  the  Paper  Office, 
from  whence  I  tranfcrib'd  it  (p).  The  Defign  of  it  is 
to  prove,  that  Matters  relating  to  the  Doctrine  and 
Government  of  the  Church,  ought  to  be  determined 
by  Ecclefiafticks :  And  here  the  Reader  will  find 
the  Imperial  Conftitutions,  the  Parliament  Rolls. 
and  other  valuable  Authorities  cited  to  this  Purpofe. 

Thus  much  for  the  Sentiments  of  Bifhop  Burnet 
and  Mr.  Collier,  concerning  this  pretended  Right  of 
the  Inferior  Clergy  to  fit  and  vote  in  Parliament. — 
Archbimop  Wake  (q)  has  treated  this  Matter  more 
fully;  but  to  give  the  whole  Quotation  would 
exceed  the  Limits  of  this  Volume :  We,  therefore, 
refer  the  Reader  to  the  Diflertation  at  large,  and 
particularly  the  two  firft  Chapters. 

(p)  This  Paper  is  printed  in  Collier' t  Appendix  of  Records  to  his 
Jtcond  Vslume,  p.  6r. 
'(fj  Archbiflwy  Wah't  State  of  the  Church,  Folio,  1703. 
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Queen  MARY. 

Queen  Mary.  *T*HE  lafl  King,  Edward,  dying  in  a  State  of 
JL  Non-Age,  after  he  had  been  a  long  Time  in 
a  great  Inability  of  Body,  was  prevailed  upon,  by  the 
Artifices  and  unbounded  Ambition  of  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  to  fettle  the  Crown  by  Will,  on 
the  Lady  Jane  Grey,  eld  eft  Daughter  to  Charles 
Brandon,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  by  Mary  Queen  Dowa- 
ger of  France,  and  Sifter  to  Henry  the  eighth.  And 
to  get  the  Reins  of  Government  nearer  his  own 
Hand,  the  Duke  had  her  married  to  the  Lord  Guil- 
ford Dudley,  his  fourth  Son ;  the  three  firft  being  al- 
ready in  that  State. 

This  was  the  boldeft  Step  that  ever  was  taken  by 
a  Subject  ;  not  only  to  fet  afide  King  Henry's  Will, 
but  alfo  a  folemn  Aft  of  Parliament,  which  had 
fettled  the  Crown,  in  Failure  of  Iflue  by  King 
Edward,  on  the  Princefles  Mary  and  Elizabeth, 
in  Succeffion  ;  the  now  only  remaining  Children 
of  King  Henry.  But  grafping  at  too  much  Pow- 
er, this  ambitious  Man  loft  all;  and,  not  only 
had  his  own  Head  taken  off  on  a  Scaffold,  but  in- 
volved his  Son  and  the  unfortunate  Lady  Jane  in 
the  fame  Ruin. 

It  is  not  in  the  Scope  of  this  Hiftory  to  defcant 
anymore  on  a  Subject,  fo  well  known  to  every  com- 
mon Reader  of  our  Englijh  Annals.  Sufficient  it  is 
to  fay,  that  Mary^  after  a  fhort  Struggle  againft  her, 
was  recognized  Queen  of  England,  and  crowned  as 
fuch,  at  Wejlminjler,  on  the  firft  Day  of  October, 
in  the  Year  1553. 

It  is  now  we  enter  upon  the  Tranfa&ions  of  a 
Reign,  fovarioufly  defcribed,  fo  praifed  or  cenfured 
by  Authors  of  different  Perfuafions  in  Religion,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  come  at  Truth,  undifguifed  with 
Flattery  or  Inve&ives.  The  Popijh  Writers  of  the 
Reformation,  or,  as  they  term  it,  the  Englijh  Schifm, 

art 
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are  but  few  in  Number,  in  Companion  of  their  An- Queen  Mary, 
tagonifts  j  amongft  whom  Nicholas  Sanders  is  the 
boldeft  Champion  for  that  Caufe.  John  Foxe  ap- 
pears at  the  Head  of  the  Reformers.  To  Hear  fafely, 
between  this  Scylla  and  Cbarybdis,  is  an  arduous 
Task ;  but,  to  avoid  all  Imputation  of  Partiality, 
we  (hall  confine  ourfelves,  as  muchaspoflible,  from 
any  Reflections  of  our  own,  unlefs  where  the  Sub- 
ject Matter  requires  fuch  Explanation. 

As  the  Acts  in  the  Parliaments  of  this  Reign  are  di- 
rectly repugnant  to  thofe  palled  in  the  laft,  and  great 
Part  of  the  preceeding  one,  Authorshavenotftuck  to 
fay  that  the  Members  of  them  were  got  together  by 
undue  Influence  on  the  Electors,  falfe  Returns,  and 
illegal  difcharging  of  fome  of  the  Members.  Bifhop 
Burnet  has  laid  this  heavy  Charge  on  Queen  Mary's 
Miniftry,  from  the  Teftimony  of  one  Beat,  Clerk  of 
the  Clofet  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  Time ;  and  Mr. 
Rapin,  our  more  modern  Protejlant  Writer,  has 
greatly  enlarged  upon  it.  As  the  Charge  is  very  ex- 
traordinary, this  laft  Author's  own  Words  are  the 
fitteft  to  be  made  ufe  of  on  this  Occafion  (a). 

*  The  Court  had  refolved  to  abrogate  all  the  Laws  Rapin*s  Charnc- 
made  in  favour  of  the  Reformation,  and  to  reftoreter  of  her  firft 
the  antient  Religion.  This  was  not  to  be  done  p,rliament« 
without  the  Concurrence  of  the  Parliament.  But  if 
Elections  had  been  left  free,  it  would  have  been  dif- 
ficult, not  to  fay  impoffible,  for  the  Queen  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  her  Defign.  The  Number  of  the  Reformed 
was  without  Comparifon  greater  than  that  of  the 
R,ormn-Catholicks,  and  confequently  the  Elections 
would  not  probably  be  favourable  to  her.  But  be- 
lides  the  ordinary  Ways  made  ufe  of  by  Kings  to 
have  Parliaments  at  their  Devotion,  all  Sortsof  Ar- 
tifices, Frauds,  and  even  Violences,  were  practifed 
in  this.  As  Care  was  taken  beforehand  to  change 
the  Magiftrates  in  the  Cities  and  Counties,  and  there 
was  not  onealmolt  but  was  a  Roman-Catholick,  or 
had  promifed  to  be  fo,  every  Thing  tending  to  the 
Election  of  Catholick  Reprefentatives  was  counte- 
nanced.    On  the  contrary,  thofe  who  were  fuipect- 

ed 
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Queen  M»ry.  ed  of  an  Inclination  to  chu/e  Proteftants,  were  dif- 
couraged  by  Menaces,  Actions,  Jmprifonments,  on 
the  moft  frivolous  Pretences.  In  feveral  Places, 
Things  were  carried  with  fuch  Violence,  that  Pro- 
teftants were  not  allowed  to  affift  in  the  Aflemblies 
where  the  Elections  were  to  be  made.  In  fhort, 
in  Places  where  it  was  not  poflibleto  ufe  thefe  direct 
Means,  by  reafon  of  the  Superiority  of  the  Reform- 
ed, the  Sheriffs,  devoted  to  the  Court,  made  falfe 
Returns :  That  is,  they  fent  to  Court  the  Names 
of  fome  Perfons  as  if  lawfully  elected,  though  they 
had  but  an  inconfiderable  Number  of  Votes,  or  per- 
haps none  at  all.  As  the  Difputes  arifing  from  iuch 
Eleftions  can  only  be  decided  by  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, it  is  eafy  to  imagine,  that  a  Houfe  compo- 
fed  of  fuch  Reprefentatives  failed  not  to  approve  all 
Elections  favourable  to  the  Court,  and  reject  all  o- 
thers  if  the  leaft  conteftable.  This  is  one  of  the 
greateft  Abufes  belonging  to  Parliaments,  and  which 
is  but  too  frequent  whenever  the  Kingdom  is  rent 
into  Factions.  By  thefe  Methods,  the  Court  fecur- 
ed  a  Houfe  of  Commons  ready  to  comply  with 
their  Suggeftions,  and  whofe  Members  had  an  Inter- 
eft  in  the  Change  oi  Religion,  or  were  indifferent  to 
all  religious  Eftablifhments. 

1  As  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  which  cannot  be  thus  mo- 
delled to  the  Liking  of  the  Court,  the  Queen  proba- 
bly laboured  fo  fuccefsfully  to  engage  it  inhcrlnte- 
refts,that  (lie  found  noOppofition  from  the  Peers.  It  is 
very  ftrange,  that  the  Lords,  who  but  a  few  Months 
before  were  all  Proteftants,  and  hid  in  their  whole 
Body  but  feven  or  eight  who  ufually  oppofed  the 
Laws  made  in  Edward's  Reign  in  favour  of  the 
Reformation,  were  become  almoft  all  zealous  Ca- 
thclicks  in  Qj,ieen  Mary's.  I  pretend  not  to  decide 
in  which  Reign  they  diilembled  their  Sentiments  ; 
but  it  is  too  clear  that  in  the  one  or  the  other  they 
were  guilty  of  a  bafe  and  fcandalous  Prevarication. 
Mean  while,  to  make  this  Houfe  ftill  more  comply- 
ing, the  Courr  took  Care  beforehand  to  make 
Changes  amongfi  the  Bifhopsin  favour  of  their  De- 
figns.     Beiides    both  the    Archbifhops  and  the  Bi- 

fhous 
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fhops  of  Glocejler  and  Exeter ,  in  actual  Imprifon-  Queen  Mary, 
merit,  fix  others  had  been  changed,  as  has  been  ob- 
ferved.  Probably  all  the  reft,  excepting  two,  were 
for  preferring  their  Sees  to  their  Religion.  The 
two  I  except,  were  Taylor  Bifiiop  of  Lincoln,  and 
Harley  of  Hereford,  who  were  even  thruft  out  of 
the  Houfe  the  full  Day,  for  refufing  to  kneel  at 
the  Mafs.  Such  was  Queen  Mary's  firft  Parlia- 
ment, compofed  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  filled 
wirh  the  Creatures  of  the  Court  ;  and  of  a  Houfe 
of  Lords,  who,  through  Fear,  Avarice  or  Ambiti- 
on, diflembled  their  Sentiments,  or,  a  few  excep  - 
ted,  thought  all  Religions  alike.  It  is  eafy  to  fore- 
fee  what  is  to  be  expected  from  fuch  a  Parliament.' 

On  the  other  Side,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  ourRemM.ks  tjlcrt4 
Author  has  amply  enlarged  Bifhop  Burnet's  Cen-  on. 
fures,  on  his  own  fingle  Authority,  for  except  the 
Affair  of  the  Bifhops,  which  he  has  from  Foxe,  no 
other  Writer  is  quoted  for  all  the  reft.  An  Hifto- 
rian,  of  another  Difpofition,  acquaints  us  that  this 
Seal,  from  whom  Bifhop  Burnet  draws  all  his  In- 
formation, was  not  only  a  bigotted  Nonconformiji, 
but,  what  is  much  worfe,  a  Man  of  a  furious  tem- 
peftuous  Spirit.  That  he  misbehaved  himfelf  to  a 
fcandalous  Degree,  and  failed  both  in  Temper 
and  Honefty.  Some  Inftances  of  which  this  Au- 
thor hath  given  in  the  Courfeof  his  Hiftory  (a).  So 
that  all  this  black  Imputation  Hands  upon  the 
Credit  of  BeaTs  fingle  Teftimony  ;  Jince  no  other 
Author,  of  that  Age,  or  near  it,  fays  any  Thing  of 
the  Matter.  And,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  not  at  all 
probable,  that  the  Government  would  venture  up- 
on draining  the  Conftitution,  before  they  themfelves 
were  fettled  ;  and  begin  fo  early  with  fuch  Acts  of 
Violence. 

One  Thing,  indeed,  our  Right  Reverend  Au- 
thor had  much  better  Authority  for  inferting,  as  a 
Prelude  to  the  firft:  Parliament  of  this  Reign. 
Writs  had  been  fent  out,  dated  at  IVejlmhJler,  Au- 
gujl    14th,  for  one  to  meet,  at  the  fame  Place,  on 

the 

(l)  Cillier's  E^f^icalllijiory,  Vul.  II.    Pag.  34.S. 


^< 


Quien  Mary. 


A   general 
ion  : 


Tar 


And  a  Difcharge 
or'  the  hft  Subfi- 


a88     The  Parliamentary  Hi sTORr 

the  5th  of  Ottober  following.  In  the  mean 
Time,  it  was  thought  neceffary  the  Queen  mould 
be  crowned,  which  was  done  on  the  firft  of  that 
Month,  as  is  before  related.  And,  in  order  to  foften 
the  Minds  of  her  Subjects,  and  difpofe  them  to  a 
good  Opinion  of  her  Government,  the  Queen,  by 
the  Advice  of  Gardiner,  Bifhop  of  Winchefler,  as  is 
faid  (r),  not  only  put  out  a  general  Pardon,  but 
publifhed  a  Proclamation  to  this  Effect  (s)  ; 

'  That  whereas  the  good  Subjects  of  England  had 
1  always  exhibited  Aid  to  their  Princes,  when  the 
''  Good   of  the  Publick  and  Honour  of  the  Realm 
;  required  it  ;  and  the  Queen,  fince  her  coming  to 
1  the  Crown,  found  the  Treafury  was  marveloufly 
:  exhaufted,    by    the    evil     Government  of  late 
*  Years,  efpecially  fince  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
'  land  (t)  bore  Rule ;    though  fhe    found  herfelf 
:  charged  with  divers  great  Sums  of  her  Brother's 
Debts;  which  for  her  own  Honour,  and  the  Ho- 
nour   of  the   Realm,  fhe  determined  to  pay  in 
:  Times  convenient  and  reafonable ;  yet,  having  a 
fpecial  Regard  to  the  Welfare  of  her  Subjects, 
1  and  accounting  their  loving  Hearts  and  Profperity 
the  chiefeft  Treafure  which    fhe  defired,  next  to 
the  Favour  and  Grace  of  God  ;  therefore,  fince 
in  her  Brother's  laft  Parliament,   two  Tenths,  two 
Fifteenths  and  a  Subfidy,    both  out  of  Lands  and 
'  Goods,  were  given  to  him  for  paying  his  Debts, 
e  which  were  now  due  to  her  ;    fhe,  of  her  great 

*  Clemency,  did  fully  pardon  and  difcharge  thefe 
'  Subfidies  ;  trading  that  her  faid  good  Subjects  will 
'  have  loving  Confederation  thereof  for  their  Parts", 
'  whom   flie  heartily    requires  to  bend  themfelves 

*  wholly  to  God,  to  ferve  him  fincerely,  and  with 

*  continual  Prayer,  for  the  Honour  and  Advance- 
'  ment  of  the  Queen  and  the  Commonwealth.' 

This  Relaxation  of  Taxes,   according  to   Bifhop 
Burnet,  was  a  Largefs  of  an  extraordinary  Nature, 

pre- 

{r)  Burnet,  Vol.  II.    Pag.  253. 

(s)  This  Proclamation  is  printed  atlargein  Rymer,  Tom.  X  V.  0.335. 

(t)  He  is  called,  in  the  Proclamatiun,  that  moft  arrande  Traitour. 
An  Arrand,  is  ftill  a  northern  Word  for  a  Spider  ;  no  doubt  from  the 
Latin,  Arania  ;  fo  the  Epithet  here,  ftft'forous.  An  errart  Knar"* 
i  >  common  ia  Yorkjhire, 
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prepared  by  Gardiner?  againft  the  Meeting  of  the  Queen  Mary. 
Parliament.     And,  at  the  Time  appointed,    viz. 
October  5th  («),  the    two  Houfes    met    at   Weji- 
minfter?     when  the  State  of  the  Peerage,    in  the 
Writs  of  Summons,  was  as  follows ;  _.   „  ,. 

The  Parliament 

Tbeg>JJEEN,   &r>.    to  William  Marquefs  of  meet  a:  Weft- 
Winchefter?  Lord  Great  Treafurer  of  England. 
Thomas  Ld.    Fitzwater.     Thomashd.  Sandys. 


Thomas  Duke  of 'Norfolk. 
Henry  Earl  of  Arundele. 
John  E.  of  Bedford. 
Edward E.  of  Derby. 
Henry   E.  of  SuJJex. 
Francis  E.  of  Shrewsbury. 
Henry  E.  of  Rutland. 
Francis  E.  of  Huntingdon. 
John  E.  of  Oxford. 
William  E.  oiWorcejler. 
Henry  E.  of  Cumberland. 
Henry  E.  oiWeftmoreland. 
John  E.  of  Bath. 
William  E.  of  Pembroke. 
Edward  E.  of  Devon. 


John  Ld.  Mordaunt. 
Robert  Ld.  Qf&. 
William  Ld.   Burghe. 
John  Ld.  .Sray. 
Thomas   Ld.     /^«^    of 

Harradon. 
William  Ld.  Wyndefore. 
William  Ld.  Gwyof  /^7/- 

Charles  Ld.  Stourton. 
William   Ld.  Dacres  of 

Gillefland. 
Thomas  Stanley  Ld.  Mont- 

egle. 
John  Touchet  Ld.  //«<%. 


minfter. 
Anno  Regni  x. 
J553. 


Walter  Vifcount  Hereford.  Edward FenysLd.Clvnton, 
Thomas  Weft  Lord  DelaWar.  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
George  Brook  Ld.  Cobham. 


John  Nevile  Ld.  Latimer. 
George  Zouche,  Ld.  Zouche. 
Henry  Parker  Ld.  Morley. 
Richard  Rich  Ld.  ic/Y£. 
WZto  Ld.  Willoughby. 
George  Ld.  Even. 
George   Ld.   Darcey. 
Thomas  Ld.  Wharton. 
Henry  Ld.  Bergavenny. 


England. 
Thomas    Ld.  Darcey  of 

Chiche. 
William    Ld.    P^^/  of 

Beaudefert. 
Thomas  Ld.  Wentworth. 
John  Ld.  Conyers. 
Henry  Ld.  Stafford. 
JobnLd.  Lumley  ofLumtey. 
Geoige  Ld.  Talbit, 


The  Parliament  began  with  much  Formality  ;  a 
folemn  Mafs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  being  lung  in  /F<?/?- 
minfler  Church,  according  to  the  ancient  Cuftom. 
The  Queen  rode  thither  in  her  Parliament-Rubes, 

all 

(//.J  Grafton's  Chronicle,  and  Dugdale's  Summons,  with  the  Z.'/>v/f 
Jiurna'i,  make  it  the  5th  of  Qftober  j   Dr,  Jfry/:'»  ani   iiilhop  Burnet 

.|rom  Fwf,  the  ioth« 
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Qu«n  Mary.  a]j  X^Q  Bifhops  and  Lords  in' their  Scarlet  Robes 
attending,  Trumpets  blowing  before  them.  When 
me  heard  Mafs,  two  Bifhops  waited  on  her,  one 
whereof  delivered  her  the  Chapter  and  other  Things. 
Afterwards  they  all  went  to  the  Parliament-Houfe, 
the  Earl  of  Devonjhlre  bearing  the  Sword,  and  the 
Earl  of  TVeJ}  morel  and  the  Cap  of  Maintenance  be- 
fore the  Queen  (u). 

The  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  this  Par- 
liament being  loft,  there  is  no  Light  to  be  had  from 
thence  of  their  Proceedings  (*•)  ;  but,  from  the  im- 
perfect Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fome- 
what  may  be  gathered  to  our  Purpofe.  It  is  to  be 
obferved  that  the  Queen  did  not  alter  the  Stile  thac 
her  Father  and  Brother  Edward  had  taken,  in  the 
Writs  for  calling  this  Parliament  ;  but  the  S  U- 
PREMUM  CAPUT  ECCLESI/E 
A  N  G.  was  in  them  as  ufual.  The  aforefaid 
Toh  p  n  d  Ef  .70urnal  *cciua.mts  us>  that  John  Pollard,  Efq;  was 
Speaker.  '  q' elected  Speaker,  and  that  on  the  fecond  Day  of  the 
Seiiion,  one  Member  moved  for  a  Review  of  the 
Laws  made  by  the  late  King  Edward  ;  which  after 
being  argued  a  While,  was  for  that  Time  laid  afide, 

and 

(u)  Strype*s  Ecclcjiuftical  Memorials,  under  Mary,  Vol.  III.  p.  3S. 

[x)  The  Book  of  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  this  Reign, 
hath  only  this  Beginning  ; 

'  The  firft  Parliament  Roll  of  Queen  Mary,  remaining  in  the 
'  Chapel  of  the  Rolls,  in  Chancery-Lane,  beginneth  in  thefe  Words, 
'  vix. 

'   In  Parliamento  inchoate  et  tento  apud  Weftmonaiterium  quinto  Die 

*  Od~h  bris,  Anno  Rcgni  fer$nijjima  et  excellentijfima'  Vomir.a  nojlne 
'  Maria?   Vet  Gratia  AngHae,    Francis  ct   Hiberniae    Rsgin*?,   Fidii 

*  Dcfenforis,  et  in  Tern's  Ecclefue  A'  glicanae  et  Hiberniae  Supremi 
'  Capitis,  primo  ;  et  ibidem  continuato  ufquc  in  viccffmum  frimum 
'    Diem  ejufdem  Menjis   tunc proxime  fequentis ,  eommuni  omnium  Frocerum 

*  ct  PopuliConfenfu,  et  Regia  A'ajefiatis  turn  prafentis  AJfmju,  ftabi- 
'  Jita,  inatla    et    inordinata  funt  bare  fibfeynentia  Statuta.    fix. 

*  Then  follow    the   Titles  of  the  thiee  Ac!?,  parted  at  this  Seffion.* 
The  Journals  of  the  Commons,  for  this  Parliament,    begin  thus  ; 

*  The  Parliament  of  the  moft  virtuous  and  mighty  Princel's  Mary, 
'   by  the  Grace  of  God  Queen  of  Eng'ar.d,  France  and  Ireland,  &c. 

*  before  the  Queen  in  her  Royal    Seat  in  the  Parliament-Chamber  ; 

*  wheic  the  Bifhop   of  Wincbcfter,   Lord   Chancellor,   after   certain 

*  caufes  (hewed,   by  an  eloquent  Oration,  for  the  calling  »f  the  Par  - 

*  liamer.t,  declared  the  Queen's  Pleafure  to  be,   that  the  Commons, 

*  at  their  accuflvmed  Place  lhould  cfcufe  a  Scesker.* 
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and  the  Bill  for  Tonnage  and  Poundage  put  in  in-  Queen  Mary* 
Head  of  it.  After  this  a  Debate  arofe  upon  the 
Cafe  of  one  Dr.  howel,  who  being  returned  a  Mem- 
ber forXwin  Cornwal^and  beina;  alfo  a  Prebendary 
olJVejlmitiJlcV)  whether  he  could  fit  in  that  Houfe  ? 
A  Committee  being  appointed  to  fearch  for  Prece- 
dents in  this  Cafe,  it  was  reported  that  the  Dodlor* 
being  reprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Convocation, 
could  not  be  a  Member  of  that  Houfe ;  and  upon 
this  he  was  expelled.  The  13 ill  for  Tonnage  and 
Poundage  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  who  return- 
ed it  to  the  Commons,  to  be  reformed  in  two  Pro- 
Vifos  that  were  not  according  to  former  Precedents. 
How  far,  fays  Bifhop  Burnet,  this  was  contrary 
to  the  Rights  of  the  Commons,  who  now  fay  the 
Lords  cannot  alter  a  Money  Bill,  I  cannot  deter- 
mine (y). 

But  the  only  public  Bill-which  pafTed  in  this  fhort  A«a  for  limiting 
Seffion,  was  repealing  certain  Treafons,  Felonies,  and  of  Treafoa  and 
Premunires.     By  which  it  was  ordained  that  nothing  Felonies« 
mould  be  judged  Treafon,  but  what  was  within  the 
Starute of  Treafons  made  inthetwenty-fifth  of  King 
Edward  the  Third  ;    and,  that  nothing  fhould  be 
judged  Felony  that  was  not  fo  before  the  firft  Year 
of  KingHenry  the  Eighth,  excepting  from  any  Be- 
nefit of  this  Ac"!  all  fuch  as  had  been  in  Prifon  before 
the  laft  of  September  ;  who  were  alfo  excepted  out 
of  the  Queen's  Pardon  at  her  Coronation. 

To  make  the  better  Way  for  this  Bill  to  pafs, 
there  were  many  Members  in  both  Houfes  who 
fhewed  themfelves  exceeding  hot  againft  King  Hen- 
ry's Laws,  efpecially  fuch  of  them  as  extended  their 
Penalties  to  Death.  Some  of  ihefe  zealous  Speak- 
ers were  of  the  Queen's  Privy  Council ;  and  others 
were  Lawyers,  who,  by  this  their  Forwardnefs,  were 
made  foon  after  of  her  learned  Council.  They 
inveighed  againft  them  as  cruel  and  bloody  Laws. 
They  termed  them  Draco's  Laws,  which  were 
written  in  Blood.  Some  faid  they  were  more  into- 
lerable than  any  Laws  that  Dionyfius,  01  any  other 

Vol.  III.  U  Tyrant, 

(j)  IV.Jiory  oftbt  Refer/nation,  Vol.  II,  Pag,  25^, 
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Queen  Mary.  Tyrant,cver  made.  '  As  many  Men,  fays  an  Hif- 
torian  (y),  fo  many  bitier  Names  and  Invectives 
were  bellowed  on  thefe  Laws.  Infomuch,  that 
one  would  have  thought  this  Reign  would  have 
been  more  tender  of  Men's  Lives  than  any  before 
it.'  But  the  Coniequence  will  mew  it  much 
otherwife. 

The  Preamble  to  this  Act  declares,  *  That  the 
'  Queen  calling  to  her  Remembrance  that  many 
'  honourable  and  noble  Perfons,  and  others  of  good 

*  Reputation,  had  lately,  for  Words  only,  lurrer'd 

*  fhamefdl    Deaths,     not  acctiftomed   to  Nobles. 

*  Therefore,    of  her  Clemency,    and  t  rutting  her 

*  loving  Subjects  were  contented  that  fuch  dange- 

*  rous  and  painful  Laws  fhould  be  abrogated;  from 

*  henceforth  no  Act,  Deed  or  Offence,  that  had 
'  been  by  Act  of  Parliament  made  Treafon,  &c. 
1  by  Words,  Writing,  Cyphering,  Deeds,  or  o- 
'  therwife,  fhould  be  taken,  had  or  deemed  to  be 
'  High  Treaion,    Petty  Treafon,    l5c.    provided 

*  that  nothing  in  this  Act  mould  in  any  wife  ex- 
'  tend  to  give  any  Manner  of  Benefit,  Advantage 
'  or  Commodity,  to  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  who 
'  were,  on  or  before  the  laft  Day  o(  September, 

*  arrefted  or  imprifoned  for  Treaion,    or  to  any 

*  Perfon  heretofore  indicted  of  Treafon,  Petty 
s  Treafon,  csY.  before  the  faid  laft  Day  of  Septem- 
'  ber.  All  thefe  were  to  fuffer  fuch  Pains  of  Deaih, 
'  Loffes,  Forfeitures  of  Lands  and  Goods,   as  the 

*  Law,  in  fuch  Cafes  of  Preafon,  directed,  (z*  By 
which  Act,  fays  our  Author,  all  rhofeof  King  Ed- 
ward's  Friends,  Lady    "Jane\  Wellwifhers,  or  Pro- 

Jeftant  ProfelTors  who  had  been  taken  up  and  crou- 
ded  into  Jails,  could  receive  no  Benefit  by  this  won- 
derful Act  of  Clemency.  Bifhop  Burnet  alfo  ob- 
ferves,  that  this  Act  of  Repeal  was  no  more  than 
what  had  palled  in  the  Beginning  of  the  late  King's 
Reign,  without  the  Clog  of  fuch  a  fevere  Provifoj 
by  which,  he  adds,  many  were  cut  off  from  the  Fa- 
vour 

(y)  Slype's  Memo*.  Vol.  III.  P.  39. 

(%)  Statutes  at  la>gc}  Annu  1  Maria,  Scjjia  prima. 


Of   ENGLAND.       i93 

Vourdcfigned   by  it,  and  argues  very  much  like  a  Q^enMary, 
Lawyer  on  that  Subject  (<?). 

Two  private  Bills  were  alfo  palled  inthisSeffion  ; 
the  one,  for  the  Reftitution,  in  Blood,  of  the  Lady 
Gertrude  Court  n:y-M  Widow  to  Henry  Courtney ',  late 
Marquefs  of  Exeter ;  who  had  been  attainted  in  the 
thirty-fecond  Year  of  King  Henry's  Reign ;  and 
the  other  for  her  Son,  Sir  Edward  Courtney,  Earl 
of  Devonjhire.  After  the  Queen  had  given  her  Af- 
fent  to  thofe  Bills,  the  Parliament  was  prorogued 
from  the  21ft  to.  the  24th  of  Oclober,  that  there 
might  be,  fays  Bifliop  Burnet,  one  Seflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  this  Reign,  confiding  only  of  Acts  of 
Mercy. 

When  the  Parliament  met  again,  after  this  very 
fhort  Prorogation,  the  Bill  for  Tonnage  and  Poun- 
dage was  renamed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
palled  in  two  Days  (£).  The  next  was  a  Bill  about 
King  Henry's  Marriage  with  the  Queen's  Mother,  Aft  declaring  the 
declaring  the  Queen's  Highnefs,  as  the  Title  ex-  J^'s  L^lti' 
prefits  it,  to  be  born  in  lawful  Wedlock.  This 
Bill  was  fent  down  by  the  Lords,  on  the  26th,  and 
the  Commons  palled  it,  Nem.  Con.  on  the  28th  ; 
fo  ftrangely,  lays  Burnet,  was  the  Stream  turned, 
that  a  Divorce,  which  had  been  for  feven  Years 
much  defired  by  the  Nation,  was  now  repealed  on 
fewer  Days  Confutation.  The  Preamble  to  which 
Act  hasthefe  remarkable  Expreffior.s ; 

'  That  Truth,  how  much  lbever  obfeured  and 
4  born  down,  will,  in  the  End,  break  out  ;  and  that 
'  therefore,    they  declared,   that  King  Henry  the 

•  Eighth,  being  lawfully  married  to  Queen  Catba- 
'  rine,  by  Confent  of  both  their  Parents,  and  the 

•  Advice  of  the  wifeft  Men  in  the  Realm,  and  of 
'  the  heft  and  notablefl  Men  for  Learning  in 
'  Cbriftendom,  did  continue  in  that  State  twenty 
'  Years,  in  which  God  blefied  them  with  her  Maje- 
'  fty  and  other  I  flue,  and  a  Courfe  of  great  Hap- 

U  2  '  pine fs  5 

(a)  Burnet,  Pag.  253. 

(£)  It  was   brought  in  on  the  25th  of  Q3obert  and  paffci  on  tr».r 
27th,    CmtHMs   Journals, 
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QucenMary.      *  pinefs  ;  but    then  a  very  few  malicious  Perfons 
'  did  endeavour  to  break   that   happy  Agreement 

*  between   them,  and  ftudied  to  pollcfs   the  King 

*  with  a  Scruple  in  his  Confcience  about  it  ;  and  to 
'  iupport  that  did  get  the  Seals  of  fome  Univerfities 
'  againft  it,  a  few  Perfons  being  corrupted  with 
4  Money  for  that  End.  They  had  alfo,  by  finif- 
'  trous  Ways  and  fecret  Threatnings,  procured  the 
4  Seals  of  the  Univerfities  of  this  Kingdom,   and 

*  finally  Thomas  Cranmer  did  molt  ungodlily  and  a- 

*  gainft  Law,  judge  the  Divorce,  upon  his  own  un- 
'  adviftd  Underftanding  of  the  Scriptures,  upon  the 
4  Teftimonies  of  the  Univerfities,  and  fome  bare 
'  and  moft  untrue  Conjectures ;  and  that  was  after* 
8  wards  confirmed  by  two  Acls  of  Parliament,  in 

*  which  was  contained  the  Illegitimacy  of  her  Ma- 
4  jefty  ;  but  that  Marriage  not  being  ptohibitedby 
'  the  Law  of  God,  could  not  be  fo  broken  ;  iince 

*  what  God  had  joined  together  no  Man  could  put 

*  afunder.  All  which  they  conlidering,  together 
4  with   the  many    Miferies  that  had   fallen  on  the 

*  Kingdom  fince  that  Time,  which  they  did  efleem 
'  Plagues  fent  from  God  for  it  ;  therefore  they 
4  declare  that  Sentence  given  by  Cranmer  to  beun- 
4  lawful,  and  of  no  Force  from  the  Beginning,  and 
'  do  alfo  repeal  the  Acts   of  Parliament  confirming 

*  it.' 

A  fliort  Remark  of  Mr.  Collier's  may  notbeamifs 
in  this  Place.  This  Writer  fay?,  *  That  by  confir- 
ming the  Marriage  between  King  Henry  and  Queen 
Katharine,  this  Parliament  did  not  only  make 
tbemfelves  Judges  of  the  Scriptures  Meaning,  and 
pronounce  upon  a  Caufe,  within  the  Verge  of  Ec- 
clefiaflical  Jurifdi£tion ;  but,  by  this  A  dr.  they  did 
acknowledge,  tacitely,  the  Pope's  Supremacy.  It  is 
certain,  that  the  Lawfulnefsof  the  Marriage  ftood 
upon  the  Difpcnfation  of  Pope  Julius  the  id,  and 
therefore  an  Act,  which  declares  the  Marriage  good, 
muff,  by  confequence,  acknowledge  the  Pope's  Au- 
thority. But  then,  adds  our  Author,  the  Parlia- 
ment   might   found   their   Declaration   upon  that 

Text 
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Text  in  Deuteronomy  the  xxv.   Ver.  ?  (c).  and  be-  ^een 
lieve  that  King;  Henry  the  Eighth's  Marriage  with 
Katharine  of  Spnin,    his  Brother's  Widow,    flood 
upon  the  Reafon    and  Equity  of  that  Law,  (d). 
The  next   Bill  that  was  fent  by  the   Houfe  of 
Lords  to  the  Commons  wa  ,  for  the  repealing  of 
King  Edward's  Laws   about  Religion.      It    wag 
fent  down,  Oftober  3  1,   and  argued  for  fix  Days  in 
that  Houfe.     In  the  End  it  was  carried  and  pafTed 
into  a  Law  ;  it  declared  the  great  Diforders  that  had 
fallen  our  in  the  Nation,  by  the  Changes  that  had 
been  made  in  Religion,  from  rhif  which  their  Fore- 
Fathers,  had  left  them  on  the  Authority  of  the  Ca- 
tholick  Church.     Thereupon,  all  the  Laws  that  had. 
been  made  in  King  Edward's  Time,  about  Religi- 
on,   were    now  repealed.      And   it  was  enacted, .^n  A<a*  ;n  F», 
That  from  the  2oth  of  December  next,  there  fhould  vour  <  f  t  e  Re, 
be  no  other  Form  of    Divine   Servire   but  wharfornai  0iA   tc" 
had  been   ufed  in  the    laft   Year  of    Kin?   Hen-?**1**' 
ry   the  Eighth.     By  which  one  Blow,  fays    Lev- 
tin   (e),      was   felled    down    all    that    had    been 
done  in  the    Reformation  for  feven  Years  before. 
And  no  lefs  than  nine  Acts  of  Parli  iment,  all  made 
for  the  Eftablifhment  of  the   Reformed  Religion, 
were  utterly  repealed  [f). 

By  another  Acl,  which  pa  fled  the  Lower  Houfe, 
and  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  it  was  declared  that  all 
ihofe,  who  by  any  overt  Act  mould  moleft  or  dif- 
quiet  any  Preacher  becaufe  of  his  Office,  cr  for 
any  Sermon  that  he  might  have  preached  j  or  mould 
any  Way  difturbhim  when  he  was  in  any  Part  of 
the  Divine  Offices,  that  either  had  been  in  the  laft 
U   3  Year 

(c)  It' Brethren  dwell  together,  and  one  of  them  die,  and  have  nj 
Child,  the  Wife  of  the  Dead  ihall  not  marry  without  unto  a  Strangers 
Her  Hr.foand's  Brother  fna  11  go  in  unto  her,  and  take  her  to  him  to 
Wife,   and  perform  the   Duty  of  an  Hufband's  Brother   onto  her. 

{d)  Collier's  Ecetejtaft.  Hijl.  VoL  II.  Pag.  350. 

(e)    Hiffory  of  S^Mity,    Pag.  28. 

if)  See  the  Titles  of  thefeAtfs  in  rhe  Statutes  it  large ;  Annotw.\ 
Marijf,  Ssfio  ^-:\rda. 
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Quee.i  Mary.  Year  of  King  Henry ,  or  fhould  be  afterwards  fet 
forth  by  the  Queen  ;  or  fhould  break  or  abufe  the 
Holy  Sacrament,  or  break  Altars,  Crucifixes,  and 
Crofles  ;  thofe  that  did  any  of  thefe  Things  mould 
be  prefented  to  the  next  Juitice  of  Peace,  who  was 
to  \mprifon  them  for  three  Months,  or  'till  they 
were  penitent  for  their  Offences ;  and  if  any  refcu- 
ed  them,  they  fhould  be  liable  to  the  fame  Punifh- 
ment.  To  this  a  Provifo  was  added,  by  the  Lords, 
that  this  Act  mould  no  ways  derogate  from  the  Au- 
thority of  the  Eccleiiaftical  Laws  and  Courts,  who 
might  alfo  proceed  upon  fuch  Offences.  It  is 
probable  that  fome  late  Diforders,  at  St.  Paul's 
Crofs,  where  one  Bourn  had  a  Dagger  thrown  at 
him  as  he  was  preaching,  occafioned  this  Act. 
Burnet  obferves,  That  the  Commons  were  now 
A£t  relating  to  f0  heated,  that  is,  we  prelume,  lb  over-run  with 
Riots.  £eaj  ^or  tj]e  Catholic  Caufe*  that  they  fent  up  ano- 

ther Bill  to  the  Lords,  againft  thofs  who  came  nei- 
ther to  Church  nor  Sacraments,  after  the  old  Service 
mould  be  again  fet  up  ;  Punifhments,  in  thefe 
Cafes,  being  left  to  the  Spiritual  Courts.  But  this 
fell  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  not  fo  much,  adds  this 
Author,  out  of  any  Oppofroon  that  was  made  to  it, 
but  they  were  afraid  of  alarming  the  Nation  too 
much,  by  too  many  fevere  Laws  at  once  (g). 

Beiides  thefe  Laws,  which  were  made  in  order  to 
bridle  the  Reformers  in  Church- Affairs,  there  was 
another  introduced  for  the  Security  of  the  publick 
Peace.  This  was  another  Revival  of  a  Riot  Act, 
or  againft  unlawful  and  rebellious  Affcmblies.  By 
this  Statiite  it  was  enacted,  '  That  if  any,  to  the 
Number  of  twelve  or  above,  mould  meet  to  alter 
any  Thing  eftablifhed  by  Law,  relating  to  Religi- 
on ;  and  being  required  by  any,  having  the  Queen's 
Authority  todifperle  themfelves,and  fhouid  continue 
together,  after  that,  one  Hour,  it  mould  be  Felony. 
If  the  fame  Number  met  to  bre?k  Hedges  or  Parks, 
to  octroy  Deer,  Fifh,  c5V.  and  did  not  di'perfe 
upon   Proclamation*  it  fhouid  be  Felony.     If  any, 

by 

(g)  Hi83Tj  of  the  Reformation,  Vol.11.  Pag*  355. 
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By  ringing  of  Bells,  Drums,  or  firing  of  Beacon?,  _en  M 
gathered  the  People  together,  and  did  the  Things  be-      en    ary' 
fore-mentioned,  it  was  Felony.     If  the  Wives  or 
Servants  of  Perfons,   fo  gathered,  carried  Money, 
Meat,  or   Weapons  to  them,  it  fhould  be  Felony. 
And  if  any,  above  the  Number  of  two,  and  within 
twelve,  fhould  meet  for  thefe  Ends,  they  fhould  fuf- 
fera  Year's  Imprifonment  ;  empowering  the  Sheriffs 
or  Juftices  to  gather  the  Country  for  the  Refinance 
of  Perfons  fo  offending,  with  Penalties  on  all,  be- 
tween Eighteen  and  Sixty,  that,  being   required  to 
come  out    againft  them,    fhould  refute  to  do    it.        * 
And  this  Act  is  ordered  to  be  read  and  published  at 
every  Qjarter-Sedion,  and  at  every  Leet  and  Law- 
Day.' 

Bifhop  Burnet  pafks  a  fevere  Cenfure  on  this 
Act,  which  muft  not  be  omitted.  He  fays,  That 
when  it  was  publifhed,  the  People  then  faw  clearly 
how  they  had  been  deceived  by  the  former  Ad, 
which  feemed  fo  favourable,  repealing  all  former 
Acts  of  Treafonsand  Felonies  j  fince  there  was  an 
Act  paffed,  fo  foon  after  it,  that  renewed  one  of  the 
fevere  ft  Laws  of  the  laft  Reign  ;  in  which  fo  many 
Things  were  made  Felonies,  that  might  flow  from 
fudden  Heats,  and  a  great  many  new  and  fevere 
Provilb's  were  added  to  it. 

Two  private  Bills  occafioned  more  Debate  in  the 
Houfes  than  the  publick  ones  had  done.  The  firft 
was  for  repealing  an  Act  for  confirming  the  Mar- 
quefs  of  Northampton's  fecond  Marriage,  whilft  his 
firft  Wife  was  alive.  This  Affair  made  a  great  Noife 
at  that  Time;  but  we  fhall  pafs  it  over  to  come 
to  a  Bill  of  ftill  a  more  publick  Nature,  which 
was  to  repeal  the  Attainder  of  the  Duke  tof 
Norfolk. 

The  Reader  may  remember  that  the  very  laft 
Act  of  State,  done  by  King  Henry  VHIth,  was 
figninga  Bill  for  the  Attainder  of  that  Nobleman. 
Who  was  to  have  been  executed,  as  h.s  Son  the 
Earl  of  Surrey  had  been,  if  Death  ltfelf  had  nor 
brought  him  a  Reprieve  by  taking  King  Henry  before 

him. 


298  The  Tarliamentary  H  i  st  o  Fv  y 

Queen  Mary.  h'm-  The  Duke  was  kept  clofe  Prifoner  in  the 
'tower  all  the  laft  Reign  ;  and,  being  a  zealous  Ca- 
tholic, Mary  thought  a  Perfon  of  his  great  Rank 
and  Fortune  would  add  a  Weight  to  her  Defigns. 
But  the  Bill  for -reverfing  this  Attainder  met  with 
much  Oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The 
Patentees,  who  had  purchafed  fome  Parts  of  the 
Duke's  Eftatefroni  the  Crown,  defired  to  be  heard 
by  their  Council  againft  it.  And,  the  Sefiion  of 
Parliament  being  near  at  an  End,  the  Duke  came 
down  himfelf  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  December 
the  14th,  and  earneftly  defired  them  to  pafshis  Bill ; 
declaring,  that  the  Difference  between  him  and  the 
Patentees  was  referred  to  Arbitration;  and,  if  they 
could  not  agree,  he  would  refer  it  to  the  Queen. 
But,  after  this,  it  was  long  argued,  tho*  in  the  End 
it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  was  palled. 

The  journal  Book  of  the  Lords,  tho'  it  is  defici- 
ent in  the  Acls  of   the  firft  and  fecond  Seflions  of 
this  Parliament,  yet  hath  infer  ted  in  it   the  Preamble 
to  this  A6t    of    Reverfion,   which  we  mall  give 
in  its  own  Words ; 
The  Duke  of       *  And  may  it  plea fe  your  Highnefsthat  it  be  de- 
Norioik's  At-  l  clared  by  the  Authority  of  this  prefent  Parliament, 
tainder  revers'd.  c  that  the  Law  of  this  Realme  is,  and  always    has 
'  been,  that  the  Aflentand  Confentof  the  King  of 
'  this  Realme  to  any  Act  of  Parliament   ought  to 
'  be  given  in  his  own  Royal  Prefence,  being  perfo- 

*  nally  prefent  in  the  Higher  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
'  or  by  his  Letters  Patents  under  his  Great  Seal, 
'  afTigned  with  his  Hand,  declared  and  ratified  in  his 
4  Abfence  to  the  Loids   Spiritual   and  Temporal, 

*  and  the    Commons  aflembled   together    in   the 

*  Higher  Houfe,  according  to  the  Statute  made  in 
1  the  34th  Year  of  !he  Reign  of  the  faid  late  King 
*'  Henry  Vlllth,  in  that  Cafe  made  and    provided.' 

Another  Exception  mace  to  the  Act  of  Attain- 
der, and  mentioned  in  ihejournal,  was  '  becaufe  the 
King's  Stamp,  exprefling  his  Name,  was  only  put 
\o  it,  not  figned  with  his  own  Hand,  and  that  was 
fct  at  the  Bottom  of  the    faid  Act,  and  not  above. 

By 
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By  which  it  does  not  appear  that  the  King  ever  Qu.ea  Mary, 
gave  his  AiTenttok  ;  and  iince  there  was  nothing 
charged  againft  the  faid  Duke  but  fame  pretended 
Reafonsfor  ufing  Coats  of  Arms,  which  he  and  his 
Anceftors  had,  and  might  lawfully  ufe.  And  that 
the  Lord  Paget,  late  Secretary  of  State  to  King 
Henry,  came  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  alfo,  and 
depoled  upon  his  Honour,  that  the  faid  Letters  Pa- 
tents for  the  Paffing  this  Aft,  were  not  figned  with 
the  King's  Hand,  but  only  the  Stamp  put  to  them 
by  one  William  Clerk  ( h).  The  King  alfo  dying  the 
I^ight  after,  the  whole  fhew'd  that  it  was  di (or- 
derly done  ;  and  therefore  that  pretended  A£t  is  de- 
clared void  and  null  by  the  Common  Laws  of  the 
Land.' 

The  1  aft  A£t  which  comes  under  our  Notice  (I), 
was  a   Confirmation  of  the  Attainders  which  had  other   Acts  of 
been  made,  in  a  Trial  at  Bar,  againft  Archbifhop  Attainder  con- 
Cranmer,  the  Lord  Guilford  Dudley ,  and  the  Lady   rm 
"Jane  his  Wife,  &c.     They  had  all  confefled  their 
Indictments,  and  by  this  Act  they  were  attainted  of 
HighTrealon;  for  levying  War  againft  the  Queen, 
and  confpiring  to  fet  up  another  in  her  R.oom. 
The  Lord  and  Lady  were  beheaded,  but  Cranmer, 
being  diverted   from   his  Bifhoprick,  by    this  Act, 
was  kept  in  Prifon  'till  he  fuffered  a  more  dreadful 
Execution  afterwards. 

About  this  Time  it  was  that  the  Queen  had  been 
folicited  to  marry  ;  and  three  Perfons  were  fecretly 
propofed  to  her  for  a  Match  ;  thcfe  were  Courtney 
Earl  of  Devo-i ■■ ,  Cardinal  Poie,  and  Philip,  eldeil 
Son  to  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth.  It  was 
thought  that  her  Inclinations  flood  moft  for  the 
young  Earl  of  Devon/hire  He  was  a  fine  Perfon, 
and  of  Royal  Extraction;  his  Grand-Mother  be- 
ing Daughter  to  King  Edward  the  Fourth.  It  is 
faid,  rhis  Nobleman  had  received  fome  intelligible 
Invitation  to  this  Match  from    the  Queen  herfelf ; 

but 

(&)   Dyer''*  Reports,   An.    I.Maria?.     Fol.  93. 
(/'  ThisA£t    srecited    a"  Le  rgth,  in  a   Proclamation  for  a  gene- 
ral Pardon,  date  $  January  ^th,  AmuRegui  l. 

Feed.  Aug.     Tom.  XV,  Pag.    361,  &c. 
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Queen  Mary.  ^ut  he  declined  it,  and  defired  Leave  to  addrefs  the 
Lady  Elizabeth,  which  much  difpleafed  her  elder 
Sifter.  It  was  objecled  againft  Cardinal  Pole,  that 
he  was  advanced  in  Years ;  and  fo  much  given  to 
his  Study  and  Devotion,  as  to  be  noways  fit  for  her 
Husband  or  the  Regal  Dignity.  Philip  of  Spain 
was  deemed  preferable  in  all  ,Refpec~ts  ;  he  was  Heir 
to  the  greateft  Monarch  in  Europe,  bred  to  the  Bufi- 
nefs  of  a  Crown  ;  of  an  enterprifing  Genius;  and, 
fince  the  National  Affairs  required  a  Perfonofhis 
Power,  it  was  urged,  that  by  fuch  an  Alliance,  the 
Trade  of  the  Kingdom  would  be  extended,  and  the 
publx  Inicreft  confiderably  advanced.  But  not- 
wiihftanding  the  Complacency  this  Parliament 
(hewed  to  the  Queen  and  her  Miniftry,  the  Rumour 
The  Commons  being  fyread  th  it  fhe  was  going  to  marry  Philip, 
addrefs theQueen  the  fjuufe  0f  Commons  were  much  alarmed  ;  a  .d 

ae.unlt  ma  lying  n    r  i       •  i  >       r      1        /"»  ■     ,t   ■ 

Philip  or  Spain,  cameto  a  Refolutiuii  to  addrefs  the^een  agaUilt  :t. 
Accordingly,  they  fent  their  Speaker,  with  twenty 
of  that  Houfe,  with  an  earned  and  hu  nbie  Ad.irefs 
to  her,  not  to  marry  a  Stranger.  What  Anfwer 
they  received  is  not  known  ;  but  it  may  well  be 
imagined  no  good  one,  for  when  the  Court  perceived 
their  Inclinations  in  th  s  Matter,  and  that  more 
\yas  not  to  be  expected  from  them,  on  the  6th  Day 
of  December  the  Queen  came  to  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  and  diflolved  this  Parliament,  after  having 
given  the  Royal  AiTent  to  thirty-one  Acts,  accor- 
ding to  the  Commons  Journal;  tho'  the  Statute 
Books  mention  only  eighteen. 

An  iiiilofian  (k),  before  quoted,  hath  given  us 
fome  farther  Account  of  the  Debates  in  the  Lower 
Houfe,  about  this  Spanijh  Match,  from  a  Manu- 
fcript  of  a  Member  of  this  very  Parliament ;  who 
writes  thus\  k  Do  you  remember,  at  that  Time, 
'  the  Motion  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  Requeft  of 
'  the  Commons  Houfe,  what  they  did  and  could 
'  have  moved  then  ?  And  how  they  all  ran  one 
6  Way,  like  the  Hounds  after  the  Hare,  High  and 
'  Low,  Knights,  Efquires  and  L'uigefleS,  luch  as 

4  were- 

(k)  Strype'j  F.cchf.  Memorials,  Vol,  III.  p.    55.     From  a  M»- 
nufciipt  of  Sir  cii:o,  Umiilr, 
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*  were  of  the  Privy  Council,  and   others  far  and  Queen  Mar 

*  near  ?  Whom  preferred  they,  I  pray  you  then, 
'  if  Men  could  have  had  their  Wifh,  the  Stranger 
'  or  the  EngliJJjman  ?  And  think  you  they  did  not 

*  coniider  her  Majefty's  Honour,  &c.'  And 
when  Somebody  in  the  Houfe  had  endeavoured  to 
reconcile  the  reft  to  this  Marriage,  by  (hewing  how 
fafe  tbe  Nation  might  make  itfelf,  by  Bonds  and 
Covenants  which  this  Prince  mould  enter  into  with 
the  Queen,  one  Member  flood  up,  and  asked  this 
fmart  Queftion  ;  '  In  cafe,  faid  he,  the  Bonds  mould 
'  be  broken  between  theHusband  and  theWife,  each 
'  of  them  being  Princes  in  their  own  Country,  who 

*  {hall  fue  the  Bonds  ?  Who  mall  take  the  Forfeit  ? 
'  Who  (hall  be  their  Judges  ?  And  what  mail  be  the 
'  Advantage  V  Our  Cotemporary  Writer  look'd  upon 
this  to  be  a  fhrewd  Queftion  ;  and  concludes  that 
no  other  Anfwer  could  be  given  to,  *  WhatAdvan- 
'  tage  ?  None,  butDifcord,  Diflention,  War  and 
'  Blood- (hed  ;  and,  either  extreme  Enmity,  or,  that 

*  one  Part  muft  at  lengih  break  or  yield.'  The  Parliament 

In  this  Humour  was  this  firft  Parliament  of  Queen  ther,eupon  dif" 
Mary  diflblved  ;  which  mews  plainly  that  the  ° v  ' 
Members  of  it  were  not  fo  fubfervient  to  Court- 
Meafures,  that  they  could  even  forget  they  were 
Engrijhmen  to  oblige  the  Miniftry.  But  Matters  of 
State  made  it  abfolutely  necefTary  that  a  new  Parlia- 
ment mould  be  culled  very  foon  ;  the  Affair  of  the 
Marriage,  which  was  now  agreed  on  at  Court,  and 
muft  be  finiuYd  with  the  Confenc  of  both  Houfes, 
prefling  for  it.  Bifhop  Burnet  infinuates  (I),  that 
the  Chief  Miniiier,  Gardiner,  h?d  informed  the 
Emperor,  that  the  Marriage  was  like  to  meet  with 
great  Oppofirion,  unlefs  extraordinary  Conditions 
were  offered  ;  fuch  as  all  fhoul  I  lee  were  much  to 
the  Advantage  of  tiie  EngUJh  Crown  ;  othcrwife 
it  could  not  be  c  rued  without  a  general  Rebellion. 
He  alio  aflur'd  the  xmpeiLl  Court,  that  if  great 
Sums  of  Money  were  not  fent  over,  togiatifythe 
chief  Nobiiity   and   leading   Men  in  the  Country, 

both 

(/)  Hijfory  of  Reformation,  Vol,  II.  p,  261. 
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Qu«nMary.  both  for  ob'igmg  them  in  hislntereft,  and  enabling 
them  to  carry  Elections  for  the  next  Parliament, 
the  Oppofition  would  be  fuch,  that  the  Queen  muft 
lay  down  all  Thoughts  of  marrying  Don  Philip. 
Accordingly,  the  fame  Authority  allures  us,  that  a 
mighty  Sum  was  fent  over,  amounting  to  four 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds  Englijh  Money  ;  which., 
he  adds,  no  one  will  think  an  extraordinary  Price, 
when  he  confiders  that  England  was  to  he  bought 
with  it.  With  this  Money  Gardiner  is  faid  to  have 
corrupted  many  ;  infumuch,  that  in  the  Court  of 
Chance  y,  common  Juft':ce  was  denied  to  all  but 
thofe  who  came  inro  ihefe  Defigns. 

Thus  does  this  Right  Rev.  Author  carry  on  his 
Invectives,  without  mentioning  any  Authority  for 
it  but  h  s  own  ;  which  gives  an  impartial  Reader 
fome  Room  to  doubt  of  his  Sincerity.  We  have 
taken  Notice,  that  the  laft  Patlument  was  as  ohfe- 
quious  to  the  Court  aspoflible,  except  in  the  Affliir 
of  the  Marriage,  and  yet  he  doe?  not  charge  the! 
Miniftry  with  Bribery  in  carrying  the  Elections  for 
it.  But  whether  the  Way  was  paved  in  this  Man- 
ner or  not,  'tis  certain  that  a  Parliament  was  called 
by  Writs  dated  at  Wejlminfter,  Feb  20th,  to  meet 
at  Oxford  on  the  id  of  April  fo!'o.\ing,  which  was 
ft, 11  in  the  firftYearof  tl u -  Queen.  Grafton  in- 
forms us,  that  this  Call  to  Oxford  was  occafion'd 
by  a  Diftafte  that  the  (^ueen  had  taken  againft  the 
Londoners,  as  being  Favourers  of  TVyat's  Rebellion, 
which  was  juft  then  quafhed  ;  but  tho'  great  Pre- 
parations were  made  for  the  Meeting  at  Oxford.,  it 
was  held  at  JFeJlminfter,  at  the  Time  appointed,  by 
Adjournment  («). 
A  new  Parlia-  '*'ne  J^urnal-JBcok  of  the  Peers  begins  this  Parlia- 
ment :t  oxtcrJ,  ment  but  lamely,  tho'  it  goes  on  regularly,  de  Die 
ton  adjourn'd  to tfi  Diem,  afterwards.  For  tho' the  Receivers  and 
jni'e;.  Tryers  of  Petitions  are  mentioned,  as  formerly, 
'554«  >'er  t')ere  's  n0  Speech  from  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
nor  no  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  chofen, 
as  is  ufual.  But  the  Commons  Journal  acquaints 
us,  that  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  i'uvgcitbs,  chofe 

Robin 

(in)  Grsf'.Q".  and  Helling Jbcad. 
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Robert  Brook,  Elq;  Serjeant  at  Law  and  Recorder  Queen  Mary, 
of  London,  for  their  Speaker  ;  who  made  an   elo- 
quent Speech  to  the  Queen  on  that  Occafion.      And  Robert  Brook, 
that  the  Purport  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Oration,  jS^^0 
to  both  Houfes,  was  to  declare,  that  this  Parliament 
was  called   for  the  Corroboration  of  true  Religion, 
and  concerning  the  Queen's   Highnefs  molt   noble 
Marriage. 

The  firft  three  Days  feem  to  have  been  wholly 
taken  up  in  reading  Writs  for  appointing  Proxies, 
and  introducing  fome  new  Peers  into  that  Houfe ; 
and,  April  5th,  the  Lord  Chancellor  declared  to 
the  Houfe,  that  by  reafon  of  the  high  Winds  and 
Inclemency  of  the  Weather  (n),  the  Queen  could 
not,  without  fome  Danger  to  her  Perfon,  come 
down  to  Wtjlminjler  ;  therefore,  in  her  Majefty's 
Name,  he  adjourn'd  the  Parliament  to  Whitehall, 
to  meet  the  next  Morning  at  Nine  of  the  Clock. 

Our  Right  Rev.  Hiftorian  begins  this  Parliament 
with  a  further  Account  of  Bifhop  Gardiner's 
Briberies  and  Corruptions  ;  by  acquainting  us,  that 
the  Members  were  all  prepared  beforehand,  by  very 
confiderable  Prefents  ;  fome,  he  fays,  had  100  1. 
fome  200 1.  a  Year,  for  giving  their  Voices  in  the 
Article  of  the  Marriage.  He  proceeds  to  tell  us, 
that  the  firft  Adt  that  patted  was  to  declare  the 
Queen's  Right  of  Succeffion  to  the  Crown  {0).  In- 
deed it  ftands  fo  in  the  printed  Statutes,  but  if  we 
may  credit  the  Lords  Journal,  the  very  firft  Bill 
that  was  brought  into  that  Houfe,  and  which  was 
on  the  7th  of  April,  was  to  confirm  certain  Articles 
and  Agreements  touching  the  Marriage  between  the 
Queen's  moft  excellent  Highnefs  and  the  Prince  of^nrelati?&  t0 

rT""  .  ■•  ,  &      1         1^  the  Queen  sMar- 

bpain.     It  was  read  once  on  that  Day,  and   com-  nage  with  Phi- 
mitted  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  the   Bifhops  of  1>P« 
Durham   and  Wonejler,    the   Lords   Rich,  Paget, 
and  Williams.     Onthe  9th,  being  Monday,   the  Bill 
was  read  again  ;  the  next  Day  it  palled  that  Houie, 
and  was  fent  down  to  the  Commons,  who  returned 

it 

(n)  Propter  nlmium  Vintum  et  Cocli  Irttemperiem. 

{«)  His  Copier,  Rabin,  is  guilty  of  the  very  fame  Miftake. 

Vol.  II.  p.  3S, 
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Queen  Mary,  it  concluded  on  the  1 2th  j  fo  that  it  is  plain  that  this 
was  the  firft  Thing  they  went  upon,  and  carried 
through  both  Houfes,  with  all  poffible  Expedition. 

If  our  learned  Writer  had  not  quoted  from  the 
journals  of  the  Lords,  hitherto,  we  might  well 
imagine  he  had  never  feen  them.  For,  in  his  Ac- 
count of  the  Proceedings  of  this  firft  Seffion,  he 
never  once  mentions  this  Aft  for  confirming  the 
Marriage  ;  which  was  a  Matter  of  fuch  Confe- 
quence,  as  is  unpardonable  in  fo  particular  an  Hif- 
torian  to  omit.  Inftead  of  this,  he  feems  to  be 
chiefly  hunting  after  Blots  and  Stains  in  this  Reign, 
in  order  to  make  his  own  Reformation -Hiftory  ap- 
pear with  the  greater  Luftre.  A  Man  may  be  a 
fevere  Enemy  to  the  Meafures  taken  in  Queen  Ma- 
ry's Days,  to  reftore  Popery  in  this  Kingdom,  and 
yet,  at  the  fame  Time,  fo  great  a  Friend  to  Truth  as 
to  relate  Things  as  they  happened. 

DvHey/in,  tho'  he  had  not  thofe  Helps  and  Affi fi- 
ances the  other  met  with  in  his  Hiftory  of  thisReign, 
begins  the  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  with  the 
Bill  for  the  Marriage,  as  the  principal  Reafon  for 
which  it  was  called.  That  Author  hath,  alfo,  left 
us  an  Abftradl  of  the  Adl  itfelf,  by  which  this  fa- 
mous Marriage  was  concluded  ;  and  the  Articles 
are  fo  extraordinary  as  to  challenge  a  Place  in  thefe 
Enquiries  (p). 

Firft,    '  That   Philip  fhould  not  advance  any 

*  Perfon  to  any  publick  Office  or  Dignity  in  Eng- 

*  land,  but  fuch  as  were  Natives  of  the  Realm,  and 

*  the  Queen's  Subjects ;  that  he  mould  admit  a  let 
'  Number  of  Englijh  into  his  Houfhold,  whom  he 

*  mould  ule  refptctfully,  and  not  fuffer  them  to  be 
6  injured  by  Foreigners.  That  he  mould  not  tranf- 
'  port  the  Queen  out  of  England,  but  at  herlntreaty, 

*  nor  any  or  the  I  flue  begotten  on  her,  who  fhould 

*  have  their  Education  in  this  Realm,  and  fhould 
'  not  be  fuffered  but  upon  Neceffity  and  good  Rea- 

*  ions  to  go  out  of  the  fame,  nor  then  neither  but 

'  with 

if')   Keylin's  Hijlery   cf  Queen  Mary,    p.    37.     There  are  other 
Articles,  relating  tw  Affairs  Awoad,  which  ave  in  moft  ofourMifto- 

riai 
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£  with  the  Confent  of  the  Englijh.      That   the  Queen  Mary. 

*  Queen  deceafing  without  Children,  Philip  fhould 

*  not  make  any  Claim  to  the  Kingdom,  but  mould 
1  leave  it  freely  to  him  to  whom  of  Right  it  fhould 
4  belong.  That  he  mould  not  change  any  Thing 
'  in  the  Laws,  either  publick  or   private,  nor  the 

*  Immunities  and  Cuitoms   of    the    Realm,    but 

*  fhould  be  boun.i  by  Oath  to  confirm  and  keep 
'  them.  That  he  mould  not  tranfnort  any  Jewels 
'  nor  any  Part  of  the  Wardrobe,  nor  alienate  any 
1  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown.     That  he  fhould 

*  preferve  our  Shipping,  Ordnance,  and  Munition, 
'  and  keep  the  Caftles,  Forts,  and  Block -Hcufes, 
'  in  good  Repair,  and  well  manned.  Laftly,  that 
'  this  Match  fhoold    not  any  way  derogate  from 

*  the  League  lately  conclude!,  between  the  Queen 
'  and  the  King  of  France  ;  but  that  the  Peace  be- 
'  tween  the  Englifl)  and  the  French  fhould  remain 
'  firm  and  inviolate/ 

We  will  now  fee  how  Bp  Burnet  fets  off  in  his 
Account  of  thjs  Parliament ;  who,  without  taking 
any  Notice  of  the  above  cited  grand  Affair,  enters 
upon  a  more  lecret  Hilfory  as  follows  (q  ■ : 

'  The  firft  A£t  that  palled  in  this  Seflion  of  Par- 
'  liament,  feemed  of  an  odd  Nature,  and  has  a  great 
c  Secret  under  it.  The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
«  Commons  brought  in    a   Bill,   declaring,  ThatAnotherreIat; 

*  whereas   the  Qjeen  had  of  Right  fucceeded  to  to  the  Preroga- 

*  the  Crown,  but,  becaufe  all  the  Laws  of  Eng~tive* 
'  land  had  been  made  by  Kings    and  declared  the 

*  Prerogative   to  be  in   the  King's  Perfon  ;    from 

*  thence  fome  might  pretend  that  the  Queen  had 
4  no  Right  to  them  ;  it  was  therefore  declared  to 
'  have  been  the  Law,  that  thefe  Prerogatives  did 
'  belong  to  the  Crown,  whc'her  in  the  Hands  of 
'  Mile  or  Female  ;    and  whatfoever  the  Law  did 

*  limit  and  appoint  for  the  King,  was  of  Right  alfo 

*  due  to  the  Queen,  who  is  declared  to  have  as 
'  much  Authority  as  any  of  her  Progenitors.' 

Many  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  wonder'd  what 
Was  the  Iutention  of  fuch  a  Law  j    and,  adds  our 

Authority, 

(?)  Uijttry  of  the  Reformat  hnt  Vol,  1 1,  p.  277. 
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Authority,  as  People  were  at  this  Time  full  of  J*a- 
loufy,  one  Skinner,  a  Member  of  that  Hcufe,  laid, 
'  He  could  not  imagine  why  fuch  a  frivolous  Law 

*  wasdefired,  lince  the  Thing   was    without  Dif- 

*  pute  ;  and  that  which  was  pretended  of  fatisfying 
£  the  People  was  too  flight  :  He  was  afraid  there 
'  was  a  Trick  in  thefe  Words,  That  the  £{ueen  had 

*  as  great  an  Authority  as  any  of  her  Progenitors  ; 
4  on  which,  perhaps,  it  might  be  afterwards  faid, 
e  file  had  the  fame  Power   as  William  the  Conque- 

*  ror  exercifed,  in  feizing  the  Lands  of  the  Englijh 
'  and  giving  them  to  Strangers ;  which  alfo  Edward 
'  the  Firft  did  on  his  Conqueft  of  Wales.     He  did 

*  not  know  what  Relation  this  might  have  to  the 
4  intended   Marriage  ;    wherefore  he  warned    the 

*  Houfe  to  look  to  it.'  On  this  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  correct  the  Bill ;  and  fuch  Words 
were  added  as  brought  the  Queen's  Prerogative  un- 
der the  fame  Limitation,  as  well  as  exalted  it  to  the 
Height  of  her  Progenitors. 

It  would  have  been  well  if  our  learned  Hiftorian 
had  given  us  his  Authority  for  this  Speech  of  Mr 
Skinner,  and  the  Confequences  of  it ;  however, 
we  mall  not  difpute  its  Veracity,  and  only  repeat 
what  is  faid  before,  that  it  was  not  the  fit  ft  Bill  that 
palled  both  Houfes  ;  for  it  was  introduced  and  read 
once  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  10th  of  April, 
the  Day  that  the  Marriage-Bill  pafs'd  that  Houfe, 
and  was  not  concluded  till  fome  Days  after  the 
other  had  pailed  both  Houfes. 

But  after  all,  there  is  a  better  Reafon  given  for 
the  Neccflity  of  palling  this  Act  than  any  our  Pre- 
late has  advanced  ;  which  was,  to  prevent  any 
Difturbance  that  might  arife,  from  an  Opinion 
broached  bv  fome  of  Queen  Mary's  Enemies,  at 
that  Time,  That  it  ivas  unlawful  for  a  Woman  to 
govern  ;  to  prove  which,  the  famous  Knox,  and 
fome  other  Reformers,  publifhed  Books  exprefly 
foi  thatPurpole  (r). 

7'here  was  another  Bill  brought  into  the  Lords, 
which  feemed  a  Compliment   to  King  Philip  ;    it 

declared 

(r)  Kenneth  Hj/hry  cf  E*gla«dt  Vol,  II,  p.  344.  Note  (t'J* 
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declared  the  comparing  or  imagining  the  Death  of<v,eenMa_ 
the  Queen's  Husband  to  be  Treafon,  whilft  fhe 
was  living.  Bur,  tho'  it  pailed  this  Houfe,  we  do 
not  find  that  it  became  a  Statute  ;  and  there  being 
no  mention  of  it  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Ads  at 
the  End  of  this  Seflion,  nor  in  the  Journals  of  the 
Commons,  we  may  conclude  the  Bill  was  not  fent , 
to  that  Houfe. 

An  Act  for  reftoring  the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham 
to  its  priftine  State,  by  repealing  two  Acls  made  in  _.    _..     . 
the  laft  Reign  for  its  Diflblution,  was  alfo  pafled.  0f  DurhanTrc- 
In  the  Houie  of  Commons  this  Bill  met  with  great  eftabliflTd. 
Oppofition  from  the  Town  of  Newcajlle  ;  becaufe 
they  had  purchafed,  under  the  Diflblution- Acl,  the 
Town  of  Gate/ide,   and    the  Salt  Meadows,  &c. 
which  cccafioned  Tunjlal,  Bifhop  of  Durham,  to 
come  down  to  that  Houfe  ;    where,   in  a   long 
Speech,  he  gave  them  an  Account  of  the  Troubles 
he  had  been  under  from  the  late  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, and  defired  that  they  would  difpatch  the 
Bill.     Yet  ftill  it  was  debated,  and  the  Houfe  di- 
viding, it  was   carried  in  the  Affirmative,  by  201 
againft  120. 

,  This  is  our  Prelate's  Account,  but  he  is  much 
fhorter  in  the  Affnr  than  he  fhould  be  ;  the  Pre- 
amble to  this  Bill  is  very  remarkable,  and  fets 
forth  (s)  : 

*  That  certain  ambitious  Perfons  taking  Advan- 

*  tage  of  the  late  King's  Minority,  mads  an  Inte- 
1  reft  by  finifter  Practice  to  procure  the  Diflblution 
c  of  the  Bifhoprick  ;  that  it  was  done  out  of  mer- 
'  cenary  Views,  to  enrich  themfelves  and  their 
f  Friends,  by  feizing  the  Lands  of  that  See,  rather 
f  than  upon  juft  Occaiion  or  godly  Zeal.  That 
1  Tunjlal,  Bifhop  of  Durham^  was  deprived  upon 

*  untrue  Surmifes  and  falfe  Accufations,  and  that 
■  the  Procefs  againft  him  was  foul  and  illegal.  That 

*  upon  a  full  Examination  of  the  Matter,  by  the 

*  Queen's  Commiffioners,  the  Sentence  of  Depri- 
'  vation  was  declared  void,  as  may  be  feen  at  large 

Vol.  III.  X  «  by 

(j)  Statutes  tit  large,  Ami)  Imt  Man*  Scjfit  }\cmtda,  Cap.  3, 
Collier,  366. 
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Quten  Maty.      *  by  an  authentick  Inftrument.     That  the  Queen 

4  had  new  founded  the  Bifhoprick  by  her  Letters 

*  Patent,  and  reftored  all  the  Lands  in  her  Poffef- 
■  *  fion.     But,  that  neither  the  ReveiTal  of  the  Sen- 

*  tence  of   Deprivation,  nor  the  Queen's  Letters 

*  Patent,  were  of  fufncient  Force  to  recover  the 

*  Honours,  Lands,  £sV.  to  the  See  of  Durham. 
'  Therefore,  to  reftore  the  Bifhoprick  to  its  former 
'  Intereft,  Privileges,  and  Revenues,  the  two  Dif* 
c  folution- Statutes  of  the  laft  Reign  were  hereby 
'  repealed.' 

But  to  conclude  this  Affair.  Dr  Heylin  remarks, 
that  by  gaining  this  Point,  the  Court  had  one  Vote 
more  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  :  And  by  the  Confe- 
crarion  of  feveral  new  Bifhops,  with  the  Creation 
of  fome  new  Lords,  the  Intereft  of  the  PcpiJJj 
Cauie,  in  that  Houfe,  was  much  augmented. 

The  Commons  fent  up  a  Bill  for  reviving  the 
Statutes  made  againft  Lollardy,  which  being  read 
twice  by  the  Lords  was  laid  afide.  The  Lords 
Journals  tell  us,  that  a  Bill  againft  Herefies  and 
Bills  for  punifh-  erroneous  Preachings  was  fent  up  ;  and  at  the  third 
mgof  Herefy.  Reacjing  it  was  thrown  out  by  a  Majority  of  that 
Houfe.  Bifhop  Burnet  infinuates,  that  the  Com- 
mons intended  next  to  have  revived  the  Statute  of 
the  Six  Articles ;  but  it  did  not  agree  with  the  De- 
figns  at  Court,  to  take  any  Notice  of  King  Henry's 
Laws,  and  therefore  it  was  dropped  (/).  So  for- 
ward, adds  our  Author,  were  the  Commons  to 
pleafe  the  Queen,  or  fuch  Operation  had  the  Spa- 
nijb  Gold  on  them,  that  they  contrived  four  Bills, 
in  one  Selfion,  for  the  Profecution  of  thofe  called 
Hereticks. 

But,  in  order  to  take  off  the  Imputation  of  too  great 
Partiality  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  tho'  a  Moti- 
on was  made  in  that  Houfe  for  a  Bill  to  reftore  the 
Pope's  Power  in  England,  yet another  of  a  contra- 
ry Nature  was  refolved  on  ;  which  was,  That  neither 

the 

(?]  It  vims  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  read  once 
dp  ril  17th,  but  wc  hear  no  more  of  it  at  this  Time. 

Commons  Journal, 


Of   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.       30^ 

he  Bifhop  of  Rome,  nor  any  other  Bifhop,  fhould  Queen  Mary, 
have  any  Power  to  convene  or  trouble  any  Perfon 
for  pofleffing  Abby-Lands.  It  palled  the  Com- 
mons on  the  27th  of  April  (u),  and  was  lent  to  the 
Lords,  but  fet  aiide  for  that  Time;  AlTurance  being 
given,  that  the  Owners  of  thofe  Lands  mould  be 
fully  fecured.  The  Title  of  this  Bill,  in  the  Lord's 
Journal,  is,  That  no  Bifhop  [without  mentioning  of 
Rome]  (hall  convene  anyPerfon  for  the  Abby  Lands ; 
and  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  thatfince,  by  Laws 
then  in  Force,  the  Bifhop  of  Rome  had  no  Autho- 
rity at  all  in  England,  it  was  needlefs  to  make  an 
Acl  in  that  Particular  againft  him  (x).  This  ra- 
ther feemed,  fays  our  Prelate,  to  alTert  his  Power  in 
.other  Tilings  ;  and  fince  the  Court  was  refolved  to 
reconcile  the  Nation  to  him,  it  was  faid  that  it 
would  be  indecent  to  pafs  an  Acl:  that  mould  only 
call  him  Bi/bop  of  Rome,  which  was  the  Appellation 
given  him  during  the  Schifm  ;  and  it  was  prepofte- 
rous  to  begin  with  a  Limitation  of  his  Power  before 
they  had  allowed  his  Authority. 

To  bring  this  Seffion  to  a  Conclufion.  On  the 
4th  of  May  a  Bill  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  by  the 
other  Houfe,  confirming  the  Attainder  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  Sir  'Thomas  IVyat  and  others :  It 
was  read  thrice  that  Day,  and  committed  to  the  At- 
torney-General 10  carry  down  to  the  Commons, 
with  this  Requeft,  that  thefe  Words,  [and  forafmuch 
as  divers  of  the  fame  Tray  tors]  with  fe  veil  teen  Lines 
to  the  End  of  the  Bill,  might  be  wholly  put  out.  The 
Journals  of  the  Commons  inform  us,  that  it  was  not 
'till  the  laft  Day  of  the  Seffion  this  Objection  of  the 
Lords  was  debated  in  that  Houfe  i  when,  upon  th« 
Queftion,  the  Claufe  for  forfeiting  entailed  Lands, 
contained  in  the  Bill,'  was  agreed  by  a  Majority  to 
be  kept  in.  In  all  Probability,  this  was  the  Reafon 
why  the  Bill  did  not  pafs  into  a  Law  at  that  Time ; 
for  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Catalogue  of  Adts  in 
X  2  the 

(u)  "Journals  of  the  Commons. 

.  (*)  It  palled  the  Houfe  of  Commons  under  the  Title  of  B$hop  of 
Renr, 
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Queen  Mary,  the  Lords  journal-,  and  this, or  another  Adl  of  like 
Nature,  was  not  carried  through  'till  the  next  Par- 
liament. As  this  is  exprefsly  againft  the  Authority 
•  of  Bifhop  Bu>net,  it  may  be  oblerved  again,  that 
this  Hiflorian  is  not  always  fo  exadt  as  he  ought  to 
be  (J). 

Another  Aft  was  pafTed  for  the  Reftitution,  in 
Blood,  of  Sir  William  Parr,  late  Marquefsof  North- 
ampton, attainted  and  condemned  for  aiding  and  af- 
fifting  the  late  Duke  of  Northumberland^  in  his  Sup- 
port of  the  Lady  Jane  Gray. 

Mr.  Beaumont,  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, havingferved  a  Subpoena  on  the  Earl  of  Hunt- 
ingdon in  ParliamenuTime,  the  Lords  were  offend- 
ed ;  and,  April  17th,  they  fetxt  lbme  of  the  Judges  to 
A  Point  of  PrU  the  Lower  Houfe,  bringing  the  Subpccna  with  them, 
viledgc.  ancj  prave(]  the  Order  of  the  Houfe  for  that  Offence. 

After  fbme  Debate,  it  was  reiblved  that  eight  Mem- 
bers of  the  faid  Houfe  fhould  declare  to  the  Lords, 
That  they  took  the  executing  this  Writ  to  be  no  Breach 
of  Priv  Hedge  (z). 
The  Parliament  May  the5th,  the  Bills,  to  the  Number  of  fifteen 
diffolv'd.  beingallreadyfor  the  Royal  AfTent,  the  Queen  came 

to  the  Houfe  and  pafled  them ;  and  then  commanded 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to  diflblve  this  Parliament. 
The  Queen  mar-     The  Marriage  being  now  agreed  to,  by  the  Con- 
ried  to  Philip  of  fent  0f  the    whole  Realm    in  Parliament,  Prince 
paln'  Philip  landed  at  Southampton,  on  the  20th  Day  of 

July,  and  was  efpoufed  to  the  Queen,  at  Win- 
chejlcr,  on  the  25  th  of  the  fame  Month,  in  the 
Year  1554.  After  which  they  were  both  proclaim- 
ed by  thefe  Titles  ; 

(a)  Philip  and  Mary,  by  the  Grace  of  GOD, 
King  and  Queen  of  England,  France,  Naples,  Jeru- 
ialem,  and  Ireland,  Defenders  of  the  Faith  ;  Princes 
7/"Spain  and  Sicily  ;  Archdukes  of  Auftria  ;  Dukes  of 
Milan,  Burgundy  and  Brabant  j  Counts  of  Halpurg, 
Flanders  and  Tyrol. 

The 

(y)  Burners  Rrfoitnatisn,  Vol.  II.     Pag.   279. 
(a)  From   the  Comment  Journals. 

(a)  Grafton' sChron.    Suh   hoc  Anno.     The  Proclamation,   with 
the  Stile  in  Latin  and  Eng lift,  is  in  Rjwer,        Tom.  XV.  Pag.  a;^ 
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The  Solemnity  of  this  great  Marriage  being  over,  Philip  and  Mary, 
and  fome  other  Matters  of  State  fettled,  their  United 
Majefties  thought  proper  to  call  a  new  Parliament 
the  next  Winter,  by  Writs  bearing  Date  September  Writs  'i{r*ed  for 

,  .  J       T,r  a •    a  u  l       r  a   new    Parlia- 

the  25th,  to  meet  at  JVejtmmJter  on  the  nth  of  ment# 
November  following.  It  is  to  be  obferved  that  in 
thefe  Writs,  as  well  as  in  the  foregoing  Royal  Style, 
the  Title  of  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church  was  omit- 
ted ;  tho'  it  was  ftill,  by  Law,  united  to  the  other 
Royal  Titles.  And  this,  Bifhop  Burnet  obferves,was 
urged  as  a  good  Reafon  for  annulling  the  Statutes  of 
this  Parliament,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  next 
Reign  ;  becaufe  it  was  not  called  by  a  lawful  Writ. 
A  later  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftorian,  (a)  of  the  fame 
Times,  tells  us,  '  That  the  Queen  wanting  fit  Par- 
liament-Men for  her  Purpofe,  fent  out  her  private 
Letters  to  all  the  Sheriffs  to  deal  with  the  People 
for  electing  fuch  Members  as  would  do  her  Work. 
And,  that  the  Commons  might  be  the  better  drawn 
to  it,  they  were  to  aflure  the  People,  that  it  was 
not  the  Queen's  Intention  to  take  away  any  Man's 
Pofleflions,  many  of  which  came  to  them  by  ihe 
Diffolution  of  Monafteries,  or  from  the  Church ; 
and  to  labour  to  free  the  People  from  other  Ru- 
mours fpread  abroad.'  Our  Author  hath  given  us 
a  Copy  of  the  Queen's  Letter  on  this  Occafion, 
which  we  think  very  pertinent  to  thefe  Enquiries : 
It  is  needlefs  to  obferve  to  the  Reader,  tint  this 
very  fame  Stretch  of  the  Prerogative  had  been  prac- 
ticed in  the  lafk  Reign  ;  but  by  comparing  King  Ed- 
ward's Letters  with  the  following,  a  very  ienfible 
Difference  will  be  found  (b). 

By  the  Q.UENE. 

r'RuJly  and  zv ell  beloved  we  grete  you  well.     Avd Tfie  Qi>eens  fet- 
where  among  other  Matters  for  the  Profperityl^foT^k&hl 
end  Commodity  of  our  Realme,  we  intend  principally  Cathoiick  Mcm- 
the  Rejlitution  of  God's  Honour  end  Glory,  whom  zvehfss' 
acknowledge  our  chcif  Author  and  Helper,  as  well  in 
bringing  us  to  the  Right  of  our  Ejlate,  as  alfo  in  this 
mojl  noble  Afarriage,  wh'.ch  we  have  noiv  ateheived 
X   3  and. 

(*)  Strypf'i  Ecdef.  Mfm,  \\<i  III.   P,  I  '  j 
(£)See  before,  P,  r.6; 
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Philip  and  Mvy.  and  per  feci  ed^  much  to  our  Satisfaction  and  Content  a- 
ilon  ;  and,  as  we  trufi,  of  the  refl  of  the  good  Catho- 
lic People  ivhhin  our  Realmes :  These  floall  be  to 
will  and  command  you,  that,  for  with/landing  juch 
Malice  as  the  Devil  worketh  by  his  Minijlers,  for 
the  Maintenance  of  Herefies  and  Seditions,  ye  now,  en 
our  Behalf,  admonifh  fuch  our  good  loving  Subjects, 
as  by  Order  of  our  Writs  jhould,  within  that  County, 
choofe  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgejjes,  to  repair 
from  ttence  to  this  our  Parliament,  to  be  of  their  In- 
habitants as  the  Laws  require,  and  of  the  zvife,  grave 
and  Catholic  Sort ;  Juch  as,  indeed,  mean  the  true 
Honour  of  God  with  the  Profperity  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  Advancement  whereof,  we  and  our 
dear  Hufband  the  King  do  cheifly  pi  ofejs  and  intend ; 

,  without  Alteration  of  any  particular  Man's  Pofjeffions, 

as,  among  other  falfe  Rumours,  is  fpread  abroad  to 
hinder  our  Godly  Purpofe  \  but  fuch  would  have  their 
Herefies  return,  and  the  Realm,  by  thejujl  IVrath  of 
God,  be  brought  to  Confufion ;  from  which  we  have 
feen  the  fame  marvailoufy  deliver" 'd ;  and  mind,  by 
God's  Hslp,  and  the  Advice  of  our  Counfellors  and 
Ejlates  of  this  our  Parliament,  to  uphold  and  continue. 
Requiring  you,  with  the  refi  of  the  Ju/rices  of  that 
County,  to  whom  you  Jhall  alfo  Jhew  and  declare  thefe 
cur  Letters,  that  Spreaders  of  Rumours  and  Tales  may 
be,  by  their  Diligence,  Jpeediy  apprehended^  andt 
according  to  the  Law  of  cur  Realm  jharply  punifloed  ; 
according  to  the  Tnfl  ive  have  in  them,  and  as  they 
will  an  fiver  for  the  due  Punijlment  of  their  Slacknefs 
and  remifs  Dealing  in  this  Behalf     Teven,  &c. 

What  Influence  this  circular  Letter  had  on  the 

Kingdom  will  appear  bell  by  the  Sequel.     We  are 

Anno  Rcgw  \  t0^  tjiat  t]^  pal  lament  began  with  a  very  unuiual 

At  Wcftmlnfter.  Solemnity  (c),  the  King  and  Queen  rode  down  to  the 

I554*         Houfe,   on  Horfeback,  in  their  Robes  of  State;  two 

Swords  of  State  and  two  Caps  of  Maintenance  being 

carried  before  them.     The  Swords  were  born  by 

the  Earls  of  Pembroke  and  Wejhnorland,   and  the 

Caps  by  the  Earls  of  Arundale  and  Shnv.Jbury.  The 

fe)  Grafton s  Chront    Sub  bx  Ar.r.a, 
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initial  Ceremonies,  at  the  Opening  of  the  ParJia-  Philip  and  Mary. 

ment,  are  omitted  in  the  ^Journals  of  the  Lords; 

but,  that  of  the  Commons  informs  us,  that  theBifhop 

of  Wincbejler,  Lord  Chancellor,  opened  this  Seflion 

with  a  Speech,  declaring  this  Parliament  to  be  call'd 

for  the  Confirmation  of  true  Religion   and  other 

weighty   Matters.      After   which    the   Commons 

chofe  'Clement  Higham,    Efq;    one  of  the  Privy  c]ement  Hi  h„ 

Council,  to  be  their  Speaker.     Who,  in  an  excel-  am,  Efq;  Spcal 

lent  Oration,  as  it  is  there  called,  comparing  theker< 

Body  politic  to  the  Body  natural,  introduced  the 

three  ufual  Petitions,  for  Freedom  of  Speech,  &c. 

and  was  accepted. 

The  firft  Bill  that  appeared  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
was  to  repeal  the  Act  of  Attainder  again!!.  Cardinal  Cardinal  Pole's 
Pole.     It  was  introduced  on  the  i?th  of  November,  Attainder  re- 
palled  both   Houfes  on  the  21ft,  having  been  read    rs  d* 
thrice  by  the  Commons  in  one  Day,  fays  Burnet, 
but,  by  the  Journals,  in  two  ;  it  had  the  Royal  Afient 
on  the  22d  ;  the  King  and  Queen  being  both  pre- 
fent  on  this  Occafion.     The  Reafon  of  this  quick 
Difpatch  was,  becaufe  the  Cardinal  was. then  arriv'd 
in  England,  as  Legate  from  the  Pope,  and  he  could 
not  appear  in  Parliament  'till  by  this  A 61  he  was 
reftored  to  his  paternal  Eftate  and  Dignity;  from 
which  he   had  been  deprived  by  an  Aft  of  Attain- 
der pafs'd  in  the  thirty-firft  Year   of  the  Reign  of 
Henry  the  Eighth. 

Grafton  tells  us  that  the  Cardinal  was  receiv'd 
with  no  great  Pomp,  at  his  Entrance  into  London  ; 
but,  his  Attainder  being  taken  off,  he  foon  took 
more  State  upon  him.  There  had  been  one  Que- 
ftion  argued  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  about  paf- 
fing  this  Bill,  whether  it  could  be  done  without 
making  1  Seflion,  which  would  neceflitate  a  Proro- 
gation ?  It  was  refoked  in  the  Affirmative,  and  fo 
the  Bill  was  parTed.  The  Reafon  fet  forth  in  the 
Ad,  for  reverfing  this  Attainder,  was,  4  That  it 

*  was  laid  upon  the  Cardinal,  becaufe  he  would  not 
'  confent  to  the  unlawful  Separation  and  Divorce, 

*  between  King  Henry  and  his  mod  godly,  lawful, 
4  and  vertuous  Wife,  Queen  Katherlne  >  therefon  . 
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4  they,  confidering  the  true  and  fincere  Confcience 
Philip  and  Mary.  <  0f  the  Cardinal  in  that  Point,  and  his  other  many 
'  godly  Vermes  and  Qualities,  did  repeal  that  Ad.' 
Matters  being  thus  premiled,  the  Cardinal  was 
not  only  reftored  to  his  State  and  Dignity  as  an 
Englijb  Nobleman  of  the  Blood  Royal,  but  at  Li- 
berty to  open  his  Commiflion  from  Rome  as  a  Le- 
gate from  that  See.  Accordingly,  on  the  27th  of 
November,  a  Meffage  was  fent  to  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament  to  come  up  to  Whitehall,  to  hear  him 
deliver  his  Legation.  The  Reafon  that  the  King 
and  Queen  did  not  come  to  the  Parliament  Houie 
in  //  (JlmhijUr  was,  becaufe  the  Queen  was  fick  at 
that  Time,  fays  Grafton,  lb  the  great  Chamber  in 
the  Palace  at  Whitehall  was  prepared  for  that  Pur- 
poie.  Here,  the  King  and  Queen  being  feated 
under  a  Canopy,  the  Cardinal  on  their  right  Hand, 
the  Bifhops,  Lords  and  Commons  attending,  the 
Bifhop  of  Winchejler,  Lord  Chancellor,  fpake  to 

BP    Gardiner,  .   this  Lffed  id)  '. 
Lord  Chancellor, 

introduces  him  to     My  Lordes  of  the  upper  Houfe,   and  you  my 
the  Parliament.  May  Iters  of  the  nether   Houfe  here  prefent. 

rHE  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  my  Lord 
Cardinal  Pole,  Legate  a  Latere,  is  comejrom  the 
Apojlolique  See  of  Rome,  as  AmbaJJadour  to  the  King 
end  §>ueene$  Majejl.es,  upon  one  of  the  weight  iejt 
Caufes  that  ever  happened  in  this  Realme,  and  which 
pcrteyneth  to  the  Glory  of  God  and  youre  univerjal 
Benefit e.  The  which  Ambaffade  their  Majejlies  Plea- 
fur  e  is  to  be  fgnifyed  unto  you  all  by  his  owne  Mouth, 
trujlyng  that  you  receyve  and  accept  it,  in  as  benevo- 
lent and  thankfull  wife  as  their  HighneJJes  have  done ; 
and  that  you  will  give  attentive  and  inclinable  Eares 
unto  his  Grace  who  is  now  readie  to  declare  the  fame. 
As  loon  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  ended,  the 
Cardinal  itood  up  and  made  a  long  Oration,  which 
that  old  HiftorianGra/W,  probably,  was  an  Ear- 
Witneis  to  ;  for,  in  his  Chronicle,  which  ends  with 
this  Reign,  he  hath  reduced  this  Speech,  for  Brevi- 
ty's Sake,  into  feveral  Heads.     But  Mr.  Foxe  in  his 

AEts 

[d)  This  Speech  is  copied,    literatim,    from  Grafton's  Cbrtnitfet 
P«  *344>  to  Ihew  the  Onhcgraphy  ct  thofe  Tuem. 
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Jfls  and  Monuments,  the  firft  Edition  of  which  was  Philip  and  M«y. 

publifh'd  in  Latiny  in  Queen  Mary's  Reign  [e),  has 

given  us  this  Speech  at  large.     It  would  therefore 

be  inconfiftent  with  the  Defign  of  thefe  Volumes, 

to  give  an  Abridgement  of  this  Difcourfe,  when  the 

whole  .may  be  come  at.     Efpecially,    when   the 

Length  of  it  may  well  be  excufed,  for  the  Matter 

there  delivered  ;  and  that  this  Speech  came  from  the 

Mouth  of  the  greateft  Ornament  to  the  Catholic 

Caufe  then  in  Europe. 

MY  Lords  all,  and  you  that  are  the  Com- 
mons of  this-preient  Parliament  allembled,  Jp^fdci?- 
which  in  Effect  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  State  and  vering  his  Lega. 
Body  of  the  whole  Realm.  As  the  Caufe  of  my tion  from  the 
Repair  hither  hath  been  moll  wifely  and  gravely  pc* 
declared  by  my  Lord  Chancellor ;  fo,  before  that 
I  enter  to  the  Particularities  of  my  Commiflion, 
I  have  fomewhat  touching  myfelf,  and  to  give 
moft  humble  and  hearty  Thanks  to  the  King  and 
Queen's  Majefties,  and  after  them  to  you  all ; 
which,  of  a  Man  exiled  and  banifhed  from  this 
Commonwealth,  have  reftored  me  to  be  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  fame  ;  and  of  a  Man  having  no  Place 
neither  here,  or  elfewhere  within  this  Realm, 
have  admitted  me  in  a  Place,  where  to  fpeak  and 
to  be  heard.  This  I  proteft  unto  you  all,  that 
though  1  was  exiled  my  native  Country  without 
juft  Caufe,  as  God  knoweth,  yet  that  Ingratitude 
could  not  pull  from  me  the  Affection  and  Defire 
that  I  had  to  profit  and  do  you  Good.  If  the  Of- 
fer of  my  Service  might  have  been  received  it  was 
never  tofeek,  and  where  that  could  not  be  taken, 
you  never  failed  of  my  Prayer,  nor  ever  fhall. 
'  But  leaving  the  Rehearfal  thereof,  and  coming 
more  near  to  the  Matter  of  my  CommiiTion,  I 
fignifie  unto  you  all,  That  my  principal  Travel 
is  for  the  Restitution  of  this  noble  Realm  to  its 
ancient  Nobility,  and  to  declare  unto  you,  that 
the  See  Apoftolick,  from  whence  I  come,  hath  a 
ipecial  Refpect  to  this  Realm  above  all  others  ; 

and 

(e)  Nicholas  HiJ},  Library* 


3 1 6    The  Parliamentary  History 

fhilip  and  Mary. c  and  not  without  Caufe,  feeing  that  God  himfelf, 
'  as  it  were  by  Providence,  hath  given  this  Realm 
c  Prerogative  of  Nobility  above  others  ;  which  to 
e  make  more  plain  unto  you,  it  is  to  be  considered 
'  that  this  Ifland,  firft  of  all  Iflands,   received  the 

*  Light  of  Chrift's  Religion.     For  as  Stories  teftifie, 

*  it  was  prima  Provinciarum  qua  amplexa  cji  Fidcm 

*  Chrijii. 

•  TheBritains  being  firft  Inhabitants  of  thisRealm, 

*  (notwithstanding  the  Subjection  of  the  Emperors 

*  andHeathenPrinces,)  did  receive  Chrift'sFaith  from 
4  the  Apollolick  See  univerfally,  and  not  in   Parts 

*  as  other  Countries,  nor  by  one  and  one,  as  Clocks 
'  increafe   their  Hours   by  Diftinftion  of  Times, 

*  but  altogether  at  once,  as  it  were  in  a  Moment. 

*  But  after  that  their  ill  Merits  or  Forgetfulnefs  of 

*  God  had  deferved  Expulfion,  and  that  Strangers 

*  being  Infidels  had  poflefled  this  Land,  yet  God 

*  of  his  Goodnefs,  not  leaving  where  he  once  loved, 
'  fo  illuminated  the  Hearts  of  the  Saxons,  being 
c  Heathen  Men,  that  they  forfook  the  Darknefs  of 

*  Heathen   Errors,    and   embrac'd    the   Light  of 

*  Chrift's  Religion  ;  fo  that  within  a  fmall  Space, 
'  Idolatry  and  Heathen  Superftition  was  utterly  a- 

*  bandon'd  in  this  Ifland. 

'  This  was  a  great  Prerogative  of  Nobility,  the 

*  Benefit  whereof  tho'  it  be  to  be  afcribed  to  God, 

*  yet  the  mean  Occafion  of  the  fame  came  from  the 

*  Church  of  Rome.  In  the  Faith  of  which  Church 
'  we  have  everfince  continued  and  confented,  with 
'  the  reft  of  the  World,  in  Unity  of  Religion. 
'  And  tofhew  further  the  fervent  Devotion  of  the 
«  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland  towards  the  Church  of 

*  Rome,  we  read  that  divers  Princes  in  the  Saxons 
'Time,  with  great  Travel  and  Expences,  went 
'  perfonally  to  Rome,  as  Ojfa  and  Adulphus,  which 

*  thought  it  not  enough  to  (hew  themfelves  obedi- 
'  ent  to  the  fa  id  See,  unlefs  that  in  their  own  Per- 
'  fons  they  had  gone  to   that  fame   Place   from 

*  whence  they  had  received  (o  great  a  Grace  and 
'  Benefit. 

*  In  the  Time  of  Carolus  Magnus,   who  firft 
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founded  the  Univerfity  of  Paris,  he  fent  into  PWl;p  and  Mary. 
England  for  Akuinus,  a  great  learned  Man, 
which  firft  brought  Learning  to  that  Univerfity  j 
whereby  it  feemeth  that  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
World  fetch'd  the  Light  of  Religion  from  Eng- 
land. .  . 

'  Adrian  the  Fourth,  being  an  Englijhman,  con- 
verted Norway  from  Infidelity,  which  Adrian  af- 
terwards, upon  great  Affection  and  Love  that  he 
bare  to  this  Realm,  being  his  native  Country, 
gave  to  Henry  the  Second,  King  of  England,  the 
Right  and  Seigniory  of  the  Dominion  of  Ireland, 
which  pertained  to  the  See  of  Rome. 

*  I  will  not  rehearfe  the  manifold  Benefit  that  this 
Realm  has  received  from  the  Apoftolick  See,  nor 
how  ready  the  fame  hath  been  to  relieve  us  in  all 
our  Neceflities.  Nor  "will  1  rehearfe  the  manifold 
Miferies  and  Calamities,  that  this  Realm  hath  fuf- 
fered  by  fwerving  from  that  Unity.  And  even 
as  in  this  Realm,  fo  alfo  in  all  other  Countries, 
which  refufing  the  Unity  of  the  Catholick  Faith, 
have  followed  fantaftical  Doctrine,  the  like 
Plagues  have  happened.  Let  Afia  and  the  Empire 
of  Greece  be  a  Spectacle  unto  the  World,  who,  by 
fwerving  from  the  Unity  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
are  brought  into  Captivity  and  Subjection  of  the 
lurk.  All  Stories  be  full  of  like  Examples.  And 
to  come  unto  the  later  Time,  look  upon  our 
Neighbours  in  Germany,  who,  by  fwerving  from 
this  Unity,  are  miferably  afflicted  with  Diverfity 
of  Sects,  and  divided  into  Factions. 

*  What  fnall  I  rehearfe  unto  you  the  Tumults  and 
EfFufion  of  Blood  that  hath  happened  there  of  late 
Days  ?  Or  trouble  you  with  the  Rehearfal  of  thofe 
Plagues  that  have  happened  fince  this  Innovation 
of  Religion,  whereof  you  have  felt  the  Bitternefs, 
and  I  have  heard  the  Report  ?  Of  all  which  Mat- 
ters I  can  fay  no  mere,  but  fuch  was  the  Mifery 
of  the  Time.  And  fee  how  far  forth  this  Fury- 
went.  For  thofe  that  live  under  the  Turk  may 
freely  live  after  their  Confciences,  and  fo  was  it 
$9,t  lawful  here. 

•If 
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Philip  and  Mary.      *  If  Men  examine  well  upon  what  Grounds  thefe 

*  Innovations  began,  they  (hall  well  find  that  the 

•  Root  of  this,  as  of  many  other  Mifchiefs,  was 
Avarice  ;  and  the  Luft  and  carnal  Affection  of 
one  Man  confounded  all  Laws  both  divine  and 
human.  And  notwithstanding  all  thefe  Devices 
and  Policies,  pradtifed  within  this  Realm  againft 
the  Church  of  Romey  they  needed  not  to  have 
loft  you,  but  that  they  thought  rather  as  Friends. 
to  reconcile  you,  than  as  Enemies  to  infeft  you. 
For  there  wanted  not  great  Offers  of  the  moft 
mighty  Potentates  in  all  Europe  to  have  aided  the 
Church  in  that  Quarrel.  Then  mark  the  Sequel : 
There  feemed  by  thefe  Changes  to  rife  a  great 
Face  of  Riches  and  Gain,  which  in  proof  came  to 
great  Mifery  and  Lack.  See  how  God  then  can 
confound  the  Wifdom  of  the  Wife,  and  turn  un- 
juft  Policy  to  meer  Folly;  and  that  Thing  which 
feemed  to  be  done  for  Relief,  was  caufe  of  plain 
Ruin  and  Decay.  Yet  fee  that  Goounefsof  God, 
which  at  no  Time  failed  us,  but  moft  benignly 
offered  his  Grace,  when  it  was  of  our  Parts  leaft 
fought  and  worfe  deferved. 
'  And  when  all  Light  of  true  Religion  feemed 
utterly  extinct,  the  Churches  defaced,  the  Altars 
overthrown,  the  Minifters  corrupted  ;  even  like 
as  in  a  Lamp  the  Light  being  covered,  yet  it  is 
not  quenched,  even  fo  in  a  few  remained  the 
Confefiion  of  Chrift's  Faith,  namely  in  the 
Breaft  of  the  Queen's  Excellency,  of  whom,  to 
fpeak  without  Adulation,  the  Saying  of  the  Pro- 
phet may  be  verified,  Ecce  quofi  ilerelifla  ! 

4  And  fee  how  miraculouily  God  of  his  Gcod- 
nefs  preferved  her  Highnefs,  contrary  to  the  Ex- 
pectation of  Man,  that  when  Numbers  confpircd 
againft  her,  and  Policies  weie  deviled  to  difinherir. 
her,  and  armed  Power  prepared  to  deftroy  her, 
yet  fhe  being  a  Virgin  helplefs,  naked  and  un- 
armed, prevailed  and  had  the  Victory  of  Tyrant0, 
which  is  not  to  be  afcribed  to  any  Policy  ol  Man, 
but  to  the  almighty  Goodnefs  and  Provi- 
dence of  God,  to  whom  the  Honour  is  to  be  given . 

k  An* 
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And  therefore  it  may  be  faid,  Da  Gloriam  Deo.  Philip  and  Mary, 
For  in  Man'sjudgment,  on  her  Grace's  Part,  was 
nothing  in  Appearance  but  Defpair. 
'  And  yet  for  all  thefe  Practices  and  Devifes  of 
ill  Men,  here  you  fee  her  Grace  eftablifhed  in  her 
Eftate,  being  your  lawful  Queen  and  Governefs, 
born  among  you,  whom  God  hath  appointed  to 
reign  over  you  for  the  Reftitution  of  true  Religion, 
and  Extirpation  of  all  Errors  and  Seels.  And  to 
confirm  her  Grace  the  more  ftrongly  in  this  En- 
terprize,  lo  how  the  Providence  of  God  hath 
joined  her  in  Marriage  with  a  Prince  of  like  Reli- 
gion, who  being  a  King  of  great  Might,  Armor, 
and  Force,  yet  ufeth  towards  you  neither  Armor 
nor  Force,  but  ieeketh  you  by  the  way  of  Love 
and  Amity  ;  in  which  Refpecl  great  Caufe  you 
have  to  give  Thanks  to  Almighty  God,  that  hath 
fent  you  fuch  a  Catholick  Governefs.  It  fhall  be 
therefore  your  Part  again  to  love,  obey,  and  ierve 
them. 

*  And  as  it  was  a  lingular  Favour  of  God  to  con- 
join them  in  Marriage,  fo  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
but  that  he  fhall  fend  them  Ifiue,  for  the  Comfort 
and  Surety  of  this  Commonwealth. 
'  Of  all  Princes  in  Europe  the  Emperor  hath  tra- 
velled moft  in  the  Caufe  of  Religion,  as  it  ap- 
peareth  by  his  Acts  in  Germany  ;  yet  happily  by 
fome  fecret  Judgment  of  God  he  hath  not  at- 
chieved  the  End.  With  whom  in  my  Journey 
hitherwards  I  had  Conference  touching  my  Lega- 
tion ;  whereof  when  we  had  Underftanding,  he 
(hewed  a  great  Appearance  of  moft  earned  Joy 
and  Gladnefs,  faying,  that  it  rejoiced  him  no  lefs 
of  the  Reconcilement  of  this  Realm  unto  Chriftian 
Unity,  than  that  his  Son  was  placed  by  Marriage 
in  the  Kingdom  ;  and  moft  glad  he  was  of  all, 
that  the  Occafion  thereof  fhould  come  by  me  be- 
ing an  Englijhman  born  ;  which  is  (as  it  were)  to 
call  home  ourfelves.  I  can  well  compare  him  to 
David,  who  though  he  were  a  Man  elect  of  God, 
yet,  for  that  he  was  contaminate  with  Blood  and 
War,  he  could  not  build  the  Temple  of  Jcrufa- 

km, 
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Philip  and  Mary. '  ^m9  but  left  the  finifhing  thereof  to  Solomon, 
'  which  was  Rex  pacificus.  So  may  it  be  thought, 
'  that  the  Appeafing  of  Controversies  of  Religion  in 

*  Chriftianity,  is  not  appointed  to  this  Emperor, 
4  but  rather    to    his  Son,  who  {hall  perform  the 

*  Building   that   his  Father  had   began.      Which 

*  Church  cannot  be  perfectly  builded,  unlefs  uni- 
c"  verfally  in   all  Realms  we  adhere  to  one  Head, 

*  and  do  acknowledge  him  to  be  the  Vicar  of  God, 
4  and  to  have  Power  from  above.  For  all  Power 
'  is  of  God,  according  to  the  Saying,  NoneJlPotef- 
4  tas,  nlfi  a  Deo.     And   therefore  I  confider  that 

*  all  Power  being  in  God,  yet,  for  the  Conferva- 
'  tion  of  quiet  and  godly  Life  in  the  World,  he 
1  hath  derived  that  Power  from  above  into  the  Parts 
4  here  in  Earth  ;   which  is,  into  the  Power  Impe- 

*  rial  and  Ecclefiaftical.  And  thefe  two  Powers, 
4  as  they  be  feveral  and  diftinft,  fo  have  they  two 
4  feveral  Effects  and  Operations.  For  Secular  Prin- 
'  ces,  to  whom  the  Temporal  Sword  is  committed, 
4  be  Minifters  of  God  to  execute  Vengeance  upon 
'  TranfgreiTors  and  Evil-livers,  and  to  preferve  the 
'  Well-doers  and  Innocents  from  Injury  and  Vio- 
4  lence.     Which  Power  is  reprefented  in  thefe  two 

*  moll  excellent  Perfons,  the  King  and  Queen's 
4  Majefty  here  prefent,  who  have  this  Power  com- 

*  mitted  to  them  immediately  from  God,  without 

*  any  Superior  in  that  Behalf. 

4  The  oiher  Power  is  of  Miniftration,  which  is 
4  the  Power  of  the  Keys,  and  Order  in  the  Eccle- 
'  fiaftical  State,  which  is  by  the  Authority  of  God's 

*  Word,  and  Examples  of  the  Apoftles,  and  of  all 
'  old  holy  Fathers  frflm  Chrifl  hitherto,  attributed 
6  and  given  to  the  Apoftolick  See  of  Rome,  by  fpe- 
'  cial  Prerogative.     From  which  See  I  am  here  de- 

*  puted  Legate  and  Ambafiador,   having  full  and 

*  ample   CommifTion  from  thence,  and  have  the 

*  Keys  committed  to  my  Hands;  I  confefs  to  you 

*  I  have  the  Keys,  not  as  mine  own  Keys,  but  as 
'  the  Keys  of  him  that  fent  me,  and  yet  cannot 

*  open  ;    not  for  Want  of  Power  in  me  to  give, 

*  but  for  certain  Impediments  in  you   to  receive, 

*  which 
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1  which  muft  be  taken  away  before  my  Commiflion  PhilIPand  Mary* 
'  can  take  Effect.     This  I  proteft  before  you,  my 
'  Commiflion  is  not  of  Prejudice  to  any  Perfon.     I 

*  come  not  to  deftroy,  bat  to  build  ;  I  come  tore- 

*  concile,  not  to  condemn  ;  I  am  not  come  to 
'  compel,  but  to  call  again  ;  I  am  not  come  to 
'  call  any  Thing  in  Queftion  already  done,  but  my 
4  Commiflion  is  of  Grace  and  Clemency,  to  fuch 

*  as  will  receive  it.  For  touching  all  Matters  that 
1  be  paft,  they  {hall  be  as  Things  caft  into  the  Sea 
'  of  Forgetfulnefs. 

*  But  the  Mean,  whereby  you  (hall  receive  this 
'  Benefit,  is  to  revoke  and  repeal  thofe  Laws  and 
'  Statutes,  which  be  Impediments,  Blocks  and  Bars 
'  to  the  Execution  of  my  Commiflion.  For  like  as 
'  I  myfelf  had  neither  Place  nor  Voice  tofpeak  here 
'  among  you,  but  was  in  all  Refpedls  a  banifh'd 
'  Man,  till  fuch  Time  as  ye  had  repealed  thofe 
'  Laws  that  lay  in  my  Way  ;  even  fo  cannot  you 

*  receive  the  Benefit  and  Grace  offered  from  the 

*  Apoftolick  See,  until  the  Abrogation  of  fuch  Laws, 
'  whereby  you  have  disjoined  and  diffevered  your- 

*  felves  from  the  Unity  of  Chrift's  Church. 

■  It remaineth  therefore  that  you,  like  true Chri-  . 
'  ftians  and  provident  Men  for  the  Weal  of  your 
'  Souls  and  Bodies,  ponder  what  is  to  be  done  in 
'  this  fo  weighty  a  Caufe  ;  and  (o  to  frame  your 
'  Acts  and  Proceedings,  as  they  may  firft  tend  to 
1  the  Glory  of  God,  and  next  to  the  Confervation 

*  of  your  Commonwealth,  Surety  and  Quietnefs/ 
The  next  Day  the  whole  Court  of  Parliament 

drew  up  the  Form  of  a  Supplication,  or  Petition; 
and  the  Day  after  the  King  and  Queen,  with  the J^p^mJ, 
Peers  and  Commoners,  being  again  affembled,  the  declaring  their 
Bifhop  of  Winchefler  there  declared  what  the  Par-  Sorrow  for  all 
liament  had  determined,  concerning   the  Cardinal's agair!ft0thePopc. 
Requeft,  and   prefented  their  Majeities  the  laid  Pe- 
tion  ;  a  Copy  whereof  folio  weth  : 
frffE  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the 
**     Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  ajjernbledy 
reprefenting  the  whole  Bodie  of  the  Realme  of  England 
find  Dominions  of  the  fame,  in  the  Name  of  ourfehes 

particularly 
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Philip  and  Mary,  particularly,  and  alfo  of  the  fayd  Bodie  univerjally, 
offer  this  our  mojl  humble  Supplication  to  your  Majef- 
ties,  to  this  Ende  and  Effecl,  that  the  fame  by  your 
Grace's  Inter eejfion  and  Meane,  may  be  exhibited  to 
the  mojl  reverend  Father  in  God,  the  Lord  Cardinal 
Pole,  Legate,  fent  fpedally  hether  from  our  mojl  holy 
Father  Pope  Julius  thethirde,  and  the  See  Apojlolique 
c/"Rome,  iv herein  we  do  declare  our/elves  very  forry 
and  repentant  of  the  long  Schifme  and  Difobedience 
committed  in  this  Realme,  and  the  Dominions  of  the 
jame,  aga'nfl  the  faid  Sea  Apojlolique  ;  eyther  by 
making,  agreeing,  or  executing  of  any  Lawes,  Or- 
dinaunces,  and  Commaundements,  ogaynjl  the  Pri- 
macy of  the  fame  Sea  ;  or  otherwife  doyng  or  fpeaking 
that  might  impugne  or  prejudice  the  fame :  Offering 
cur/elves  and  promifing  by  this  our  Supplication,  that 
for  a  Token  and  Knoivlege  of  this  cur  fayd  Repentance, 
we  be,  andfliall  be  ever  readie,  under  and  with  the 
Authorities  of  your  Majeflies,  to  the  utter  mojl  of  our 
Power,  to  do  that  fhall  lye  in  us,  for  the  Abrogation 
and  repealyng  of  all  the  fayd  Lazves  and  Ordinaunces, 
made  or  enacledto  the  Prejudice  of  the  Sea  Apoftolique, 
as  well  for  ourfelves  as  for  the  whole  Bodie  whom  we 
reprcfent.  Whereupon,  mojl  humbly  we  befeech  your 
Maje/lies,  asPerfonages  undefiled  in  the  Offence  of  this 
Bodie  toivards  the  fayd  Sea,  tvhich  neverthelcfs  God 
by  his  Providence  hath  made  Jubjecl  to  you,  fo  to  Jet 
foorth  this  our  humble  Suyte,  as  we  the  rather,  by 
your  lnierceffion,  maye  obteine  from  the  Sea  Apojlolique, 
by  the  fay  de  mojl  reverend  Father,  as 'well  perticuler- 
ly  os  generaly,  Abfblution,  Releafe,  and  D'dchzrge, 
from  all  Daungers  of  Juch  Cenfures  and  Sentences, 
as,  by  the  Lawes  of  the  Church,  we  be  fallen  into. 
And  that  we  may,  as  Children  repentaunt,  be  receyv- 
ed  into  the  Bofome  and  Unitie  of  Chr'fes  Church,  fo 
as  this  noble  Realme,  with  all  the  Members  thereof, 
may  in  this  Unitie  and  perfecl  Obedience  to  the  See 
Apojlolique  and  Popes  for  the  Tyme  beyng,  Jerve  God 
and  your  Majeflies  to  the  Further  ounce  and  Advance- 
ment of  his  Honour  andGlorie.     Amen. 

This  humble  Petition,  which  plainly  fhews  that 
there  was  not  then  one  Member  in  either  Houfe 

that 
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tnat  chofe  to  die  a  Martyr  for  Religion,  being  firft  Philip  and  Uitf. 
openly  read,  the  fame  was  deliver'd  by  the  Chan- 
cellor to  the  King  and  Queen,  with  a  Requeft  to 
them,  that  they  would  give  it  to  the  Lord  Car- 
dinal. Their  Majefties,  riling  oft  their  Seats  and 
doing  Reverence  to  the  Cardinal,  did  deliver  the  faid 
Petition  to  him.  Who,  perceiving  the  Effect 
thereof  to  anfwer  his  Expectation,  received  it, 
molt  gladly,  at  their  Hands.  And  then,  after  that 
he  had  in  few  Words  given  Thanks  unto  God, 
and  declared  what  great  Caufe  he  had,  above  all  o- 
thers,  to  rejoice,  that  his  coming  from  Rome  into 
England  had  taken  fuch  a  happy  Turn  ;  he  caufed 
his  Commiffion  to  be  read,  by  which  it  might  ap- 
pear, that  he  had  Authority  from  the  Pope  to  ab- 
iblve  them.  The  Commillion  was  very  long  and 
large  j  which  being  ended,  and  al]  the  Parliament, 
bothLords  and  Commons,  on  their  Knees,  the  Car- 
dinal, by  the  Pope's  Authority,  gave  them  Abfolu- 
tion,  as  follows : 

OUR  Lord  Jefus  Cbrifi,  which  with  his  mojl  preci- 
ous Bloud  hath  redeemed  and  wajhed  us  from  all  our  ^abrfdl,na-  Pole'3 
Sins  and  Iniquties,  that  he  might  pur  chafe  to  himfelf 
a  glorious  Spoufe,  without  Spot  or  Wrinkle,  and 
whome  the  Father  hath  appointed  Head  over  all  his 
Church  ;  He  by  bis  Mercy  abfolve  you  ;  and  we,  by 
the  Apoflolique  Authority  given  unto  us  by  the  mojl  holy 
Lord  Pope  Julius  the  third,  his  Vicegerent  in  Earth, 
do  abfolve  and  deliver  you ,  and  every  of  you,  with  the 
whole  Realme  and  the  Dominions  thereof,  from  all 
He i  efie  and  Schifme,  and  from  all  and  every  Judg- 
ments, Cenfures,  and  Paynes,  for  that  Caufe  incur- 
red. And  a'/o  we  doe  re/lore  you  agayne  to  the  Unitie 
of  the  Holy  Church,  as  in  our  Letters  of  Commijfton 
more  plainely  /ball  appere,  in  the  Name  of  the  Father, 
the  Sonne,  and  the  Holie  Ghofte.  Amen. 

After  this  general  Abfolution  was  lb  given  and 
received,  the  King,  Queen,  and  all  the  Lords,  with 
the  rtft,  went  int.o  the  King's  Chapel ;  and  there 
fung  Te  Deum,  with  great  Joy  and  Gladneis,  for 
this  new  Reconciliation. 

Tne  lame  Author  tells  us,  that  the  News  of  this 
Vol.  III.  Y  flew 
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Philip  and  Mary,  flew  with  great  Speed  to  Rome,  as  well  by  the 
French  King's  Letters,  as  by  the  Cardinal's.  Where- 
upon the  Pope  caufed  feveral  folemn  Proceffions  to 
be  made  there  ;  particularly  one,  at  which  he  and 
all  his  Cardinals  were  prefent,  with  the  utmoft 
Pomp  and  Solemnity  ;  giving  Thanks  to  God  with 
great  Joy  for  the  Conversion  of  England  to  the 
Church.  The  Pope  aifodid  not  a  little  commend 
the  great  Diligence  of  Cardinal  Pole,  and  the  Devo- 
tion of  the  King  and  Queen.  And  on  Chrijhnafs 
Eve,  next  following,  he  fet  forth  his  Bulls  of  a  ge- 
neral Pardon  to  all  fuch  as  did  rejoice  in  the  faid 
Reconciliation.  And  farther,  becaufe  this  great 
Work  was  done  on  St  Andrews  Day,  the  Cardinal 
procured  a  Decree,  or  Canon,  to  be  made  in  the 
Convocation  of  Bifhops  and  Clergy,  that  from 
thenceforth,  the  Feaft  of  St  Andrew  mould  be  kept 
in  the  Church  of  England,  for  a  Majus  duplex,  as 
the  Ritual  calls  it,  and  celebrated  with  as  much  So- 
lemnity as  any  other  in  the  Year  (f). 

Wehavechofe  to  extract  this  whole  Affair  at 
large  out  of  the  Co-temporary  Hiltorians,  before- 
mentioned,  confirmed  by  the  Journals  of  both 
Houfes,  as  the  faireft  Way  to  lay  this  important 
Bufinefs  before  the  Publick,  at  this  Time.  Every 
one  is  at  Liberty  to  make  their  own  Animadver- 
iionsupon  it,  fince  it  is  a  Turn  not  to  be  parallel'd, 
in  the  Hiftory  of  this  or  any  other  Kingdom  : 
And  yet  is  fo  little  taken  Notice  of  by  Mr.  Rapin, 
that  he  has  curtail'd  this  whole  Account  in  the 
Compafs  of  a  Dozen  Lines,  for  Reafons  very  ob- 
vious to  guefs  at  (g). 

The  next  Thing  the  Parliament  went  upon  was 
to  teftify  their  grateful  Senfeof  the  Cardinal's  Abfo- 
Jution.  And  accordingly,  on  the  6th  of  December, 
a  Committee  of  fix  Peers  and  three  Bifhops  were 
appointed  to  confer  with  certain  of  the  Lower 
Houfe,  for  the  drawing  up  a  Bill,  touching  the 
Repeal   of  certain  Statutes. 

This 

{J)  Htylirfi  Queen  Mary,  p.  42. 
(g)  Rapin,  Vol.  II.  Pag.  40. 


Of  ENGL  AND.       3iS 

This  Conference  was  carried  on  till  the  20th,  and  phIiIp  an<iMary. 
on  that  Day  a  Bill  was  read  the  firft  Time,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  with  this  Title,  A  Bill  for  the  Re- 
peal of  certain  Afts  made  againjl  the  Supremacy  of  the 
See  of  Rome.  It  was  read  a  fecond  Time  on 
Chri/lmafs-Day  ;  a  Day  we  have  never  found  a 
Parliament  fitting  on  before;  but  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed  that  they  thought  they  could  offer  no  higher 
Oblation  to  Chrijl,  on  that  Feftival,  than  to  re-  ah  Aas,  againft 
peal  thofe  Laws  which  had  fhut  his  Vicar  out  ofth«Pope,%repeaU 
this  Kingdom.  No  other  Bufinefs  was  done  on  that ed' 
Day.  On  the  26th  of  December,  the  Bill  was 
read  a  third  Time,  and  pafTed  with  the  Confent  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  the  Bifhopof  London  only  diflent- 
ing ;  the  Reafcn  of  which  will  appear  in  the  Sequel. 
The  Title  to  the  Bill  on  its  pafling  this  Houfe,  was, 
jf  Bill  for  repealing  all  Statutes,Articles,andProvifoes, 
made  againft  the  See  Apoftolique  of  Rome,  ftnce  the 
7.0th  Tear  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  ;  and  for  the 
Eflablifiment  of  all  Spiritual  and  Eccleftajlical  Pojfef- 
fions  and  Hereditaments  conveyed  to  the  Laiety. 

The  Commons  tooklefs  Time  toconfider  of  this 
Bill  ;  tho'  fome  Alteration  was  made  by  them  in  it. 
For,  on  the  4th  of  January,  the  Bill  was  returned 
to  the  Lords,  with  two  new  Provifo's  added  thereto. 
They  lent  alfo  a  Requeft,  That  two  Claufes,  con- 
taining twenty  Lines,  concerning  the  Bifhop  of 
London  and  the  Lord  Wentivorth,  &c.  mould  be 
clearly  put  out.  Whereupon  the  Claufes  were 
read,  and  one  of  them,  by  reafon  of  the  Penning, 
being  difliked  by  the  Houfe,  another  to  the  fame 
Effect  was  drawn  ;  which  being  three  Times  read, 
was  agreed  unto  by  the  whole  Houfe,  except  the 
Vifcount  Montacute,  and  the  Bifhops  of  London  and 
Coventry,  who  diflented.  Then  the  Bill  was  fent 
again  to  the  Commons,  where  being  alfo  thrice 
read,  and  agreed  unto,  it  was  brought  up  once 
more,  as  an  Aft  fully  aflented  to  by  both  the 
Houfes.  The  Journal  takes  Notice,  that  the 
twenty  Lines  of  the  Lord  Wentwortb's  Provifo,  re- 
lating to  fome  Lands  he  had  from  the  Bifhoprick  of 
London,  were  not  eras'd,  nor  taken  out  of  the  Act. ; 
but  that  the  Chancellor,  in  the  Sight  of  all  the  Lords, 
Y  *  with 
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Philip  an4  Mary,  with  a  Knife,  cut  them  out  of  the  Parchment ;  fay 
ing,  Now,  I  do  rightly  the  Office  of  a  Chancellor  (g), 

It  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Journal,  that  this  extra- 
ordinary Amputation  was  done  by  any  Order  of  the 
Houfe  ;  but  it  muff,  be  fuppofed  lb  ;  other- 
wife,  it  cannot  be  thought  the  Parliament  would 
have  confented  to  fo  unlimited  a  Power  in  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  as  to  raze  or  cut  out  Provifo's  at  his 
own  Pleafure. 

The  Purport  of  this  Act  was  to  declare  their  for- 
mer Schifm  from  the  See  of  Rome,  and  their  Re- 
conciliation to  it  now ;  and,  upon  which,  all  Act* 
palled,  fince  the  20th  of  Henry  VHIth,  againft  thai 
See,  were  particularly  enumerated  and  repealed. 
And,  in  order  to  remove  all  Grudges  that  might 
afterwards  arife,  the  Parliament  defired  the  Lord 
Cardinal  to  intercede  with  the  Pope,  that  the  fol- 
lowing Articles  might,  by  his  Authority,  be  efta- 
bliflied. 

I.  «  That  all  Bifhopricks,  Cathedrals  or  Col- 
leges, now  fettled,  might  be  confirmed  for  ever.' 

II.  *  That  Marriages,  made  within  luch  Degrees 
as  are  not  contrary  to  the  Law  of  God,  but  only  to 
the  Laws  of  the  Church,  might  be  confirmed,  and 
the  IfTue  by  them  declared  legitimate.' 

III.  *  That  all  Inftitutions  into  Benefices  might 
be  confirmed.' 

IV.  '  That  all  judicial  Procefles  might  be  alio 
confirmed.' 

V.  And,  laftly,  *  That  all  the  Settlements  of  the 
Lands,  belonging  to  any  Bifhopricks,  Monafteries, 
or  other  Religious  Houfes,  might  continue  as  they 
were,  without  any  Trouble  by  Ecclefiaftical  Cen- 
fures  or  Laws.  It  was  alio  declared,  That  all  Suits 
about  thefe  Lands  were  only  to  be  in  the  Queen's 
Courts,  and  not  in    the  Ecclefiaftical ;  and  if  anv 

mould, 

(g)  Alluding,  by  way  of  Pun,  we  i'uppofe,  to  Cancelling  of  Writ- 
ings ;  but  Ckancdkr>  from  the  Franco-Caulic,  Cr.ancclicr,  has  a  quite 
different  Signification.  Nomen  inde  accepit  quod  olim  flare  fit  folitut 
intra  Cancelios,  ad  accipienda  eorum  Dejideria,  qui  ad  Principem 
Supplicatiencsfuas  per  ilium  deferri  cupicbar.t. 

Francifci  Juuii  Itymolog.  Anglic./^  Voce  CAancdJor 
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(hould,  upon  the  Pretence  of  any  Church- Authori-  Philip  and  Mary, 
ties,  difturb  the  Subjects  in  their  Pofleffions,  they 
were  to  incur  a  Premunire.'  It  was  declared,  in 
this  Acl,  alio,  That  the  Title  of  Supream  Head  ne- 
ver of  Right  belonged  to  the  Crown  ;  yet  all  Writ- 
ings wherein  it  was  ufed,  were  ftill  to  continue  in 
Force  ;  but,  that  hereafter,  all  Writings  fhould  be 
of  Force,  in  which,  either  fmce  the  Queen's  Com- 
ing to  the  Crown,  or  afterwards,  that  Title  fhould 
be,  or  had  been,  omitted.  It  was  alfo  declared, 
that  Bulls  from  Rome  might  be  executed :  And  for 
encouraging  any  to  beftow  what  they  pleafed  on 
the  Church,  the  Statutes  of  Mortmain  were  repealed 
for  twenty  Years  to  come. 

We  have  now  given  a  pretty  large  AbftracT:  from 
this  remarkable  Statute  of  Repeal  ;  the  Ad  itfelf 
is  very  long,  containing  an  hundred  and  ten  Clau- 
fes,  or  Sections,  as  appears  in  the  printed  Book  of 
Statutes.  Upon  the  whole,  it  (hews,  plainly,  that 
the  Church  and  Abby- Lands  were  not  then  redeem- 
able by  a  Popifh  Prince,  even  fo  near  their  firft  A- 
lienation:  And,  further,  that  thefe  Lands  were  the 
real  Bait  which  drew  on  the  Reformation.  For, 
it  is  plain,  by  the  Conduct  of  both  Lortisand  Com- 
mons, in  this  Parliament,  that  let  them  have  but 
PoiTeffion  cf  thefe  Lands,  and  they  aired  not  a 
Straw  what  Religion  was  uppermoft.  Since,  now, 
'he  Pillars  of  the  Reformation,  which  had  been  above 
thirty  Years  in  erecting,  were,  by  this  Queen  and 
her  Parliament,  thrown  down  in  two. 

We  are  told,  by  one  Hiftorian  (b),  that  the  Bot- 
tom of  the  Pope's  Indulgence,  or  Difpenfations   of 
thefe  Abby- Lands,  was,  that  the  Parliament  fhould 
give  him  an  Equivalent  in  restoring  to  him  his  Su- 
premacy and  Authority  over  the  Englijh   Church. 
That  even  whilft  this  Bill  was  under  Debate,  the 
Parliament   difpatched   an  Exprefs   to  Rome,    ac-  ButthePurchafe 
quainting  the  Pope,  plainly,  that  both  Lords  and  of  Abbey- Laud* 
Commons  would  grant  nothing  in  his  Behalf,  un-  confirm'd> 
lefs  he  would  confirm  their  Purchales  of  Abby  and 
Y  3  Chauntry 

b  I  Strvbe'i  Hcchftajilcal Memorials,    Vol,  III,  Pag.  i6:.> 
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Philip  and  Mary.  Chauntry  Lands.    So  a  fair  Bargain,  adds  he,  was 
driven  between  them. 

Dr  Heylin  remarks, c  That  the  Queen  had  neither 
Eloquence  to  perfuade,  nor  Power  enough  to  awe 
the  Parliament  to  this  Conceffion.  But,  adds  he, 
no! hing  hindered  the  Defign  more  than  a  general 
Fear,  that  if  the  Popes  were  once  reftored  to  their 
former  Power,  the  Church  might  challenge  Refti- 
tution  of  their  former  Polleflions.  Do  but  fecure 
them  from  that  Fear,  then  Pope  and  Cardinals  might 
come,  and  welcome.  And,  he  obferves,  they  had 
a  fufficient  Security  for  their  Pannics,  by  a  Promile 
underhand,  both  from  the  King,  Queen,  and  Car- 
dinal Legate ;  who  knew  right  well,  -that  the 
Church-Lands  had  been  fo  chopped  and  changed  by 
the  two  laft  Kings,  as  not  to  be  reftored  without 
the  manifeft  Ruin  of  many  of  the  Nobility,  and  mod 
of  the  Gentry,  who  were  inverted  in  the  fame  (*')•' 
Laftly,  the  co-temporary  Hiftorian,  before  quo- 
ted, tells  us,  that  the  Pope's  moil  liberal  Bull,  as  he 
terms  it,  for  a  Difpenfation  of  Abby-Lands,  being 
now  confirmed  by  Parliament  ;  it  gave  great  Com- 
fort to  many,  who  were  not  without  juft  Sufpicions 
that  this  new  Union  might  caufe  them  to  lofe  fome 
of  their  late  cheap  Purchafes  (£). 

The  former  Afts       But>  t0    ^eW»  fti11  m0re  Plainty>   hoW  eage**   the 

againft  Herefy,  Houfe  of  Commons  were  to  remunerate  the  Pope 
rcviv'd.  and  the  Queen,  for  thefe  extraordinary  Favours  ;  a 

Bill  was  begun  and  carried  thro'  that  Body,  for  re- 
viving the  Statutes  made  by  Richard  the  Second, 
Henry  the  Fourth,  and  Henry  the  Fifth,  againft  He- 
reticks.  It  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
on  the  15th  of  Dtcember^  and  pafled  there  on  the 
1 8th,  Nemine  contradiccnte  (I).  The  Commons, 
alio  palled  and  fent  up  another  Bill  to  the  Lords,  for 

an- 

(;)  Heylin  s  Queen  Alary,  I'ag.  41. 

(k)  Grafton  $  Chron.  Sub  hoc  Anno. 

{!)  The  Bill  to  revive  three  old  A&s,  viz.  Anno  5,  Richard  TI> 
Anno  2,  Henry  IV.  and,  Anno  2,  Henry  V.  for  Punifhmcnt  of  He- 
refietj  was  brought  in,  December  12th,  and  pafled  on  the  14th. 

Commons  Journal. 
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annulling  all  Leafes  made  by  married  Pr/efts.  Bi- Philip  and  Mary, 
(hop  Burnet  tells  us,  that  this  Bill  was  much  argued 
in  the  Lower  Houfe,  that  the  firft  Draught  was 
rejected,  but  anew  one  approved  on,  and  fent  up  to 
the  Lords,  on  the  19th  of  December.  But  they, 
finding  it  would  make  a  great  Part  of  the  Right  of 
Church-Leafes,  that  were  made  by  married  Priefts 
and  Bifhops,  laid  it  afide. 

By  a  ftricb  Search  in  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  in  Die  ad  Diem,  for  this  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, we  can  find  no  Account  of  this  Bill  brought 
up  to  that  Houfe,  neither  on  the  Day  before-menti- 
oned nor  on  any  other.  It  is  true,  that  on  the  7th  of 
January,  a  Bill  was  fent  up,  by  the  Com  mens, 
touching  Leafes  hereafter  to  be  made  by  Spiritual  Per- 
fans  j  which  paffed  into  a  Law.  But  then  this  Sta- 
tute, which  is  printed,  does  not  affect  married  Priefts 
more  than  others,  and  is  not  to  the  Purpofe  the 
Right  Reverend  Author  fpeaks  of. 

By  the  Journals  of  the  Commons,  we  find,  that  a 
Bill  to  avoid  Leafes  made  by  married  Priejls  of  their 
Benefices,  was  read  a  firft  Time,  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember. That  it  continued  before  that  Houfe  till 
December  the  8th,  when  it  had  a  fifth  Reading. 
On  the  19th  of  the  fame  Month,  a  Bill  with  the 
fame  Title,  but  marked  nova,  was  read  only  once, 
and  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  with  another  Bill,  by 
Mr.  S.  Bourne.  What  became  of  it  in  that  Houfe 
we  know  not ;  however,  this  Circumftance  ferves 
the  Prelate  to  make  the  following  fmart  Reflection  : 

*  Thus  did  this  fervile  and   corrupted  Houfe  of 

*  Commons  run  fo  faft,  that  the  Bifhops  themfelves 
4  were  forced  to  moderate  their  Heats.     They  all 

*  underftood  how  much  the  Queen  was  fet  upon 
'  having  the  Church  raifed  as  high  as  could  be,  and 

*  faw  there  was  nothing  fo  effectual  to  recommend 
'  any  to  her  Favour  as  to  move  high  in  thefe 
'  Matters.     And  tho'  their  Motions  were  thought 

*  too  violent,  and  rejected,  yet  their  Affections 
1  were  thereby  difcovercd,  fo  that  they  knew  they 
'  fhould  be  looked  on  as  Men  deeply  engaged  in 
1  thefe  Interefts.  (m).' 

ABiU 

(m)  Burntfs  Refirmaihn,  Vol,  11.  Pa&.  296. 
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Philip  and  Mary.  A  Bill  for  making  certain  Offences,  there  fpeci- 
fied,  to  be  Treafon  ;  and,  alfo,  for  the  Government 
of  the  King's  and  Queen's  Majefties  lflue,  had  been 
debated  by  the  Commons,  for  feveral  Days.  'Janu- 
ary 14th,  it  was  read  a  fourth  Time  in  that  Houfe  ; 
was  parted  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  by  Mr  Comp- 
troller, where  it  was  made  a  Statute.  The  Aft  fets 
forth,  '  That  it  fhall  be  High  Treafon  to  compals 
New  Arts,  reia- c  the  Death  of  the  King  or  the  Queen,  or  to  deprive 
ting  to  Treafon ;<  either  of  them  of  the   Kingly    Honour   of    this 

*  Realm  ;  or  to  affert  that  any  other  than  they,  or 
'  the  Heirs  of  her  Body,  ought  to  be  King  or  Queen. 

*  It  was  alfo  ena&ed,  That  fince  the  Parliament 

*  had  petitioned  the  King,  that  if  the  Queen  died 
4  without  IlTue,  he  would  take  on  him  the  Go- 
4  vernment  of  them  till  they  came  of  Age,  to 
'  which  he  had  alTented  ;  therefore,  if  the  Queen 
'  died  before  her  Children  came  of  Age,  the  Go- 

*  vernment  of  the  Kingdom  fhould  be  in  the  King's 
'  Hands  •,  ifitwasaSon,  'till  he  was  eighteen ;   if  a 

*  Daughter,  fifteen  Years  of  Age  ;  and,   in   all  that 

*  Time,  the  confpiring  his  Death  was  to  be  Treafon. 
'  All  Witnefles  were  to  be  brought  before  the  Par- 

*  ties  accufed ;    and  none  were  to  be  tried  for  any 

*  Words,  but  within  fix  Months  after  they  were 
'  fpoken.' 

On  the  laft    Day  of  the  Seffion,   a    Bill  was 
brought  up  from  the  Commons,  entituled,  An  Act 
To  Traiterous   for  the  Punijhment  oflraiterous   Words   againjl  the 
Wordt  j  Queens  Majejty's  Per/on.     It  feems  that  Informa- 

tion had  oeen  given  that  fome  Heretical  Preachers 
had  prayed  in  their  Conventicles,  that  God  would 
turn  the  Queen's  Heart  from  Idolatry  to  the  true  Faith, 
or  elfe  fiorten  her  Days.,  and  take  her  quickly  out  of 
the  IVay  (;/).  All,  therefore,  that  fo  prayed  for  tak- 
ing away  the  Queen's  Life,  their  Procurators  and 

Abettors 


(«)  The  Cafe  was  this  :  One  Rofe,  a  Clergyman,  and  about  thir- 
ty honeft  Citizens  more,  as  Fow  calls  them,  were  apprehended  in  a 
Mctting-Houfe,  in  Botu  Church-Yard,  and  committed  j  Rcfe  was 
iiroved  to  have  made  ufe  of  this  Exprcffion  in  his  Prayer. 

Oilier**  EtcU/iaJl.  WJi.  Vol.11.     Pag.  37  5 
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Abettors,  fhould  be  adjudged  as  Traitors.  But,  if  Philip  andMary. 
theyfhewed  themfelves  penitent  for  fuch  Prayers, 
they  were,  not  to  be  condemned  of  Treafon,  but  put 
to  fome  corporal  Punifhment,  at  the  Judge's  Difcre- 
tion.  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  Bill  was  palled 
in  great  Hafte ;  for  it  was  thrice  read  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  on  the  16th  of  January,  the  Day  the 
Parliament  was  diflblved. 

The  laft  Act  that  we  mail  particularly  fpeak  of  is 
entituled,  in  the  Statute  Books,  An  Aft,  for  the  Pu-  Aai  feditiou* 
nijhment  of  feditious  Words  and  Rumours.  By  this  Runl0ur3- 
it  was  ordained,  that  the  Statutes  of  the  33d  of  Ed- 
wardl.  and  the  5th  of  Richard  II.  to  the  foregoing 
Purpofe,  mould  be  confirmed'.  '  That  Juftices  of 
4  the  Peace,  in  every  Shire,  City,  &c.  (hall  have 

*  Authority  to  hear  and  determine  thefaid  Offences, 
'  and  put  the  faid  two  Statutes  in   Execution.     If 

*  any  fpread  fuch  Reports  of  the  King  or  Queen, 
'  they  were  to  be  let  on  a  Pillory,  and  pay  100 1. 
'  or  have  their  Ears  cut  off,  and  be  three  Months 
4  Prifoners.  They  were  alfo  to  pay  100  Marks, 
'  and  fuffer  one  Month's  Imprifonment,  or  lofe 
'  one  Ear,  though  they  had  Authors  for  thefe 
'  Reports,  if  they  fpoke  them  malicioufly.     If  any 

*  fhall  do  it  by  Book,  Rhime,  Ballad  or  Letter,  he 
'  fhall  have  his  Right  Hand  ftricken  off.  And, 
'  laftly,  if  any  Perfon,  being  once  convicted  of 
'  the  Offences  aforefaid,  do  afterwards  offend,  he 

*  mail  be  imprifoned  during  Life,  and  forfeit  all  his 
'  Goods  and  Chatels.  Provided,  always,  that  they 
'  be  proceeded  againft  within  three  Months  after  the 
'  Words  fo  Ipokcn/ 

In  the  printed  Book  of  Statutes,  only  feventeen 
Acts  are  given  for  this  Sefli.;n  ;  in  the  Journals  are 
the  Titles  of  twenty-one.  The  Reafon  is,  That 
the  private  Acts  are  not  taken  Notice  of  in  the  Sta- 
tute Books.  What  are  here,  to  be  added,  belides  the 
Reftitution  in  Blood  of  Cardinal  Pole,  is  one  for  re- 
verting the  Attainder  and  Outlawries  of  Richard 
Pate,  William  Peyto,  and  others.  With  that  for  the 
Conhrmationof  the  Attainders  of  the  late  Duke  of 

Suffolk, 
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Philip  and  Mary.  ^uffolk,  &c*  mentioned  in  the  Courfe  of  the  laft 
'  Parliament.  Richard  Pate  had  been  attainted  un- 
der Henry  VIII.  for  taking  the  Bimoprick  of  Wtr- 
ee/hr  from  the  Pope,  and  excepted  out  of  every  gene- 
ral Pardon  fince  ;  but  had  now  his  See  of  JVcrcefler 
reftored  to  him.  William  Peyto,  a  Carthujlan  Monk, 
was  attainted,  and  forced  to  fly  the  Realm,  under 
the  fame  King,  for  publickly  defending,  in  his  Ser- 
mons, Queen  Katherine's  Caufe  againft  Henry. 

There  was  a  Bill  pafled,  and  lent  up  by  the  Com- 
mons to  the  Lords,  to  punifh  the  Abfence  of  the 
Knights  and  Burgefles  of  Parliament,  in  the  Time 
of  Parliament  ;  but  after  the  firft  Reading  it  was  laid 
afide  j  tho'  for  what  Reafon  we  know  not.  This 
Bill  was  brought  in  every  Parliament  during  the  laft 
King's  Reign  and  this,  but  never  palled.  Laftly, 
an  Ac"t  was  made,  confirming  that  of  the  2  2d  of 
Henry  VHIth,  which  required  Perfons  calling  them- 
felves  Egyptians,  [Gipfies]  upon  Pain  of  Forfeiture  of 
their  Goods,  to  depart  the  Kingdom.  The  prefent 
Act  made  it  Felony  for  any  Egyptian  to  remain  a 
Month  in  England ;  and  forbids  the  bringing  them 
into  the  Realm  under  the  Penalty  of  Forty  Pounds. 
But,  notwithftanding  this,  and  many  more  fevere 
Ads,  made  fince,  againft  this  Set  of  Vagabonds,  they 
have  never  been  clearly  rooted  out  to  this  Day. 

The  Prime  Minifter,  Gar diner ,  having  now,  to 
his  no  fmall  Satisfaction,  carried  all  his  Scheme? 
through  both  Houfes,  for  the  Reftoration  of  the 
Church,  and  Security  of  the  Government,  thought 
proper  to  put  an  End  to  this  Parliament.  Accor- 
dingly, on  the  16th  of  January  (o  ,  the  Queen 
came  to  the  Houfe,  and  having  fceptered  the  Acts, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  her  Majefty's  Command, 
diflblved  it.  But  we  muft  not  omit  that  the  D.iy 
before  this  Dillblution,  a  general  and  folemn  Procef- 
fion  was  made  through  the  City  of  London,  from 
St.  Paul's,  to  give  God  Thanks  for  their  Conver- 
fion  to  the  Catholic  Church.     Wherein  were  ninety 

Crofter, 

(a)  Ftxe,  Ileyliti,  and  Cdlicr  make  it  the  26th,  but  the  Statu    - 
Books  and  the  Journah  fay  the  16th. 


Of   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.      33$ 

Crofies,  one  hundred  and  fixteen  Priefts  and  Clerks,  phil;  and  M 
each  attired  in  his  Cope  ;  and  after  them  eight  Bi- 
fhops  in  their  Pontificalibus,  followed  by  Bonner, 
Bimop  of  London,  carrying  the  Pix,  under  a  Canopy; 
and  attended  by  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Companies  in  their 
feveral  Liveries.  After  the  Proceffion  was  ended, 
they  all  returned  into  the  Church  or  St.  Paul,  where 
the  King  and  Cardinal,  together  with  the  reft,  heard 
Mais,  for  a  Conclufion  of  the  whole  Solemnity  (p). 

Another  Matter,  of  a  very  extraordinary  Nature, 
happened  in  this  Parliament  ;  and  which  we  have 
not  met  with  the  like  before  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
Hiftory.  This  was  a  voluntary  Seceffion  of  fome 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  adlually 
left  the  Houfe,  when  they  faw  the  Majority  inclin'd 
to  facrince  every  Thing  to  the  Miniftry.  Lord  Coke, 
in  order  to  do  Honour  to  their  Memories,  has  hand- 
ed down  their  Names,  as  follows,  to  Pofterity  {q).  several  Member* 
ThomasDenton,  Com.Ox-  William  Bainbrigge.  of  thc  Commons 

on.  John  Eveleigh.  Jeavc  the  Houl'e- 

Henry  Cary.  Nicholas  Adamps,  de  Dart- 

Richard  Ward.  mouth-  Clifton-  Harney  s, 

Edmund  Plow  den,  At  Tib-     Com.  Devon. 

merjh,  Com.  Berks.     Richard  Phelips. 
Henry  Chiverton.  Anthony  Dylvington. 

Robert  Brown.  Andrew  Hoard. 

John  Curh.  Chrijf.  Hoel,  Com.  Dor- 

John  Pethebrige.  fet. 

John  Melhews.  John  Mannoch. 

Courtney.  Thomas  Phelips. 

Ralph  Mitchel.  William  Randel. 

Thomas  Matthews.  John  Moyne. 

Richard  Brafey.  Hugh  Smith. 

Thomas  MaJJ'ey.  Roger  Gerard. 

Peter  Fretchwell.  Ralph  Scroope. 

Henry  Vernon,    de    Syd-  Thomas  Moor,   de  Hum- 

bery,  Com.  Derby.  bleton,  Com.  Bucks. 

William  Moor,  of  Derby.  William  Read. 

Henry 

(p)  Heylin's  <$ueen  Mary,  Pag.  44. 

(?)  Coke's  Inflit.  Part  IV.  P.  17.  &c.    See  alfo  Strypc'i  Memo, 
rials,   Vol,  III,  p.  165, 
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Philip  and  Mary.  Henry  Mannoch.  Nicholas  Debden. 

'John  Maynard,  de  5/.  Al-  Philip  Tirwhit. 

ban. 

We  are  told,  by  the  fame  Authority,  that  the 
Court  relented  this  Separation  of  the  Members  very 
ill ;  and  ordered  Edward  Griffith,  Efq;  the  Queen's 
Attorney- General,  to  indidt  them  in  the  King's 
Bench.  On  an  Information  being  preferred  againft 
them,  there,  for  departing  without  Licence,  con- 
trary to  the  King  and  Queen's  Inhibition,  in  the 
Beginning  of  the  Parliament  ;  fix  of  thefe  Mem- 
bers were  fo  timorous  as  to  fubmit  to  the  Mercy  of 
the  Court,  and  paid  their  Fines  ;  tho'  whether  large 
or  fmall  appears  not.  All  the  reft,  among  whom 
was  that  famous  Lawyer  Plow  den,  traverled  ;  but 
Judgment  againft  them  was  prevented  by  the 
Queen's  Death. 

The  Writ  of  Information  againft  thefe  Parlia- 
wfcStof67  ment-Men,  ran  in  thefe  Terms,  viz.  «  $uod  in- 

*  hibitumfuit,  [a  Rege  et  Regina  in  eodem  Parla- 

*  mento\quodnnllus,  ad  idem  Parlamentum  fummoni- 

*  tus,  et  ibidem  interejjens,  ab  eodem  Parlamento, 
'  abfque fpeciali  Lice  tit  ia,  did  ovum  Dominorum  Regis 

*  et  Regime,  et  Cur.  Parlament.  pradicl.  recederct, 
'  Jen  feipfum  aliquo  Modo  abfentaret.  And  that 
1  thefe  Men  appeared  at  this  Parliament,  and  were 
'  there  prefent.  Notwithstanding,  lightly  efteem- 
'  ing  the  Inhibition  of  the  King  and  Queen,  and 

*  having  no  Regard  to  the  Commonweal  of  this 
'  Realm  of  England,    afterwards,  namely,   Jan. 

*  i2,  the  firft  and  fecond  Year  of  this  King  and 

*  Queen,,  and   during    the   Parliament  aforefaid, 

*  they  departed  without  Licence,  in  manifeft  Con 
'  tempt  of  the  King  and  Queen's  Command  and 

*  Injunction  ;  to  the  great  Detriment  of  the  Com- 

*  monweal  of  this  Kingdom,  and  to  the  pernicious 

*  Exampleof  all  other.' 

But  this  Complaint  againft  thefe  Members,  oughr. 
not  to  be  brought  before  any  other  than  the  Court 
of  Parliament  itfelf.  For  this  gre.it  Lawyer  ar- 
gues, *  That  the  High  Court  of  Parliament  :ub- 
fifteth  by   its  own  L;;ws  and  Cuftoms.     And  it  is 
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both  a  Law  and  Cuftom  of  Parliament,  that  all  Philip  and  Mary, 
weighty  Matters  moved  for,  concerning  the  Peers 
or  Commoners  in  Parliament  aflembled,  ought  to 
be  adjudged  and  determined  by  the  Court  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  by  either  the  Civil  or  Common  Law 
of  the  Realm.  Alfo,  by  another  Law  or  Cuftom 
of  Parliament,  the  King  cannot  take  Notice  of  any 
Thing  faid  or  done  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but 
by  the  Report  of  that  Houfe  ;  every  Member  of 
which,  having  a  judicial  Place,  can  be  no  Witnefs.' 
Our  Lawyer  concludes  his  Reflections  on  this  Cafe, 
with  this  Remark,  *  That  theie  poor  Commons, 
'  Members  of  the  Parliament,  in  Diebus  Mis,  had 
'  no  great  Accord  to  continue  in  Parliament,  but 
'  departed. 

To  proceed  with  the  Thread  of  our  Hiftory,  and 
the  Confequences  of  the  laft  Parliament:  The  Reader 
may  obferve,  that  in  one  of  the  A6ts  before  menti- 
oned, for  limiting  of  Treafons,  Provifion  is  made 
for  the  Government  of  the  King  and  Queen's  Ma- 
jefties  Iflue.  About  this  Time  it  was,  that  the 
Queen  had  great  Suipicion  of  her  being  with  Child  ; 
and,  as  it  was  made  public,  great  Rejoicings  were 
amongft  the  Catholichs  here,  as  well  as  over  Eu- 
rope, for  a  Blefling  which  was  likely  to  continue 
and  eftablifh  that  Faith  in  this  Kingdom.  Bp  Bur- 
net tells  us,  that  the  firil  Emotion  the  Queen  felt, 
when  fhe  thought  a  Child  was  quickening  in  her 
Belly,  was,  when  the  Lord  Cardinal  Pole  made 
his  Oration  to  the  Parliament,  at  the  Beginning  of 
the  laft  Seffion.  Some  not  flicking  to  fay,  on  thisThe(^een  f 
joyful  Occafion,  that  like  as  John  Baptijl  leaped  in  pofed  to  be  witb 
his  Mother's  Belly  at  the  Salutation  of  the  Virgin, Cliild^ 
{o  here  a  happy  Omen  followed,  on  this  Salutation 
from  Cbri/i's  Vicar  on  Earth.  But  this  Miracle 
never  came  to  Perfection  ;  for,  after  more  Months 
allow'd  for  this  Pregnancy  than  Nature  requires,  it 
all  proved  abortive,  and  terminated  in  the  Discharge 
only  of  fome  falfe  Conception.  And,  what  turned 
the  Tables  entirely  againft  the  Catholics,  in  this 
great  Point,  it  not  only  proved  that  the  Queen  was 
not  with  Child  at  this  Time  j  but,  that  without  a 

Miracle 
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Philip  and  Mary.  Miracle,  it  was  impoflible  fhe   fhould  ever  have 

any. 

This  was. a  Handle  which  the  Protejlant  Writers 
of  our  Englijh  Hiftory,  &c.  took  hold  of,  to  ridi- 
cule the  Queen  and  her  Catholic  Miniftry,  for  io 
fhameful  an  Impofition.  One  old  Hiftorian  (/), 
who  lived  in  this  Reign,  is  fo  explicate  in  this  Affair, 
as  to  relate  how  far  the  Parliament  was  deluded  into 
this  Belief;  and  to  give  us  an  Abftract  out  of  the 
Aft  itfelf,  to  fhew  the  Credulity  and  Folly  of  a  Po- 
pifi  Parliament.  He  begins  with  telling  us,  '  That 
amongft  the  Number  of  thofe  Members,  who  car- 
ried Span'ifb  Hearts  in  Englijh  Bodies,  there  was  one 
S\r  Richard  Southwell-,  who  being  in  the  Parliament- 
Houle  when  the  Members  were  bufy  about  fome 
Affairs  of  Importance,  fuddenlyrofe  up,  and  cried, 

*  Tufh,  my  Matters,  why  talk  you  of  thefe  Mat- 

*  ters  ?  I  would  have  yo^  take  fome  Order  about 

*  our  young  Matter,  who  is  now  coming  into  the 
4  World  apace,  left  he  find  us  unprovided,  &c.$ 
Which  Words,  fays  our  Authority,  from  a  Cour- 
tier, with  the  Letters  of  the  Privy  Council  about 
it,  gave  the  Parliament  fuch  an  A  flu  ranee  of  the 
Queen's  being  with  quick  Child,  that  they  imme- 
dia'ely  drew  up  a  Bill  for  its  Maintenance,  Support 
and  Government  ;  and,  as  it  pafs'd  into  an  Act, 
for  greater  Evidence  he  has  given  us  the  Subftance 
of  ir.  It  is  fomewhat  furprifing,  that  neither  Dr 
Heylbi,  Bp  Burnet,  or  any  other  Protejiant  Writer 
of  our  Reformation,  takes  Notice  of  this  Act,  ex- 
cept in  what  is  given  before  ;  but,  as  it  is  ftrictly 
Parliamentary,  it  mud  find  a  Place  in  thefe  Inqui- 
ries (s). 

8     A  Lbeit  we  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
TheParliamenfs «    fl,,  and  the  Commons  in  this  prefent  Parliament 
'*  aflemblcd,  have  firm  Hope  and  Confidence  in  the 

*  Goodnefs  of  Almighty  God,  that  like  as  he  hath 

*  hitherto  miraculoufly  preierved  the  Queen's  Ma- 
'  jetty,    from  many    great   imminent  Perils   and 

8  Dangers ; 

(r)  Fore's  Afls  and  Monuments,  Vol.  II.   p.  1345. 
ft)  lUlhngJhead  has  copied  this  whole  Affair   verbatim,  out   of 
Foxe,  Cbrar.,  p,H24, 
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Dangers-,  even  fo  he  will,  of  his  infinite  Good-  philip  and  Miryt 
nefs,  give  her  Highnefs  Strength,  the  rather  by 
our  continual  Prayers,  to  pafs  well  the  Danger  of 
Deliverance  of  Child,  wherewith  it  hath  pleated 
him  (to  all  our  great  Com  forts  J  to  blefs  her  :  Yet 
forafmuch  as  all  Things  of  this  World  be  uncer- 
tain, and  having  before  our  Eyes  the  dolorous 
Experience  of  this  inconftant  Government,  dur- 
ing the  Time  of  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  Ed- 
ward  the  Sixth,  do  plainly  fee  the  manifold  In- 
conveniences, great  Dangers  and  Perils,  that  may 
enfue  in  this  whole  Realm,  if  Forefight  be  not 
ufed  to  prevent  all  evil  Chances,  if  they  fhould 
happen  .*  For  the  efchewing  hereof,  we  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons  in 
this  prefent  Parliament  afTembled,  (for  and  in  Con- 
fideration  of  a  moft  fpecial  Truft  and  Confidence 
that  we  have  and  repofe  in  the  King's  Majefty, 
for  and  concerning  the  Politick  Government, 
Order,  and  Adminiftration  of  this  Realm,  in  the 
Time  of  the  young  Years  of  the  Iflue  or  IiTues  of 
her  Majefty's  Body  to  be  born,  if  it  fhould  pleafe 
God  to  call  the  Queen's  Highnefs  out  of  this  pre- 
fent Life,  during  the  tender  Years  of  fuch  Iflue  or 
Ifiues,  (which  God  forbid,)  according  to  fuch 
Order  and  Manner,  as  hereafter  in  this  prefent 
Act  his  Highnefs  moft  gracious  Pleafure  is,  fhould 
be  declared  and  fet  forth,)  have  made  our  humble 
Suit,  by  the  Aflent  of  the  Queen's  Highnefs, 
that  his  Majefty  would  vouch  fafe  to  accept  and 
take  upon  him  the  Rule,  Order,  Education  and 
Government,  of  the  faid  Iflue  or  Ifiues  to  be 
born,  as  is  aforefaid  :  Upon  which  our  Suit,  be- 
ing of  his  faid  Majefty  moft  gracioufly  accepted, 
it  hath  pleafed  his  Highnefs  not  only  to  declare, 
That  like  as  for  the  moft  part  his  Majefty  verily 
trufteth,  that  Almighty  God  (who  hath  hitherto 
prefer ved  the  Queen's  Majefty,  to  give  this  Realm 
fo  good  an  Hope  of  certain  Succefllon  in  the  Blood 
Royal  of  the  fame  RealmJ  will  aflift  her  Highnefs 
with  his  Graces  and  Benedictions,  to  fee  the  Fruit 
of  her  Body  well  brought  forth,  live,  and  able  to 

'  govern, 
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Philip  »nd  Mary.  '  govern,  fwhereof  neither  all  this  Realm,  nay  all 

*  the  World  beiides,  fhould  or  could  receive  more 

*  Comfort  than  his  Majelly  mould  and  would )  yet 
4  if  fuch  Chance  fhould  happen,  his  Majefty,  at 
'  our  humble  Defires,  is  pleafed  and  contented,  not 

*  only  to  accept  and  take  upon  him    the  Care  and 

*  Charge  of   the    Education,    Rule,    Order,    and 

*  Government  of  fuch  IiTues  as  of  this  molt  happy 
'  Marriage  (hall   be  born     between    the   Queen's 

*  Highnels  and  him  ;  but  alfo,  during  the  Time  of 
'  fuch  Government,  would  by  all  Ways  and  Means 

*  fludy,  travel,  and  employ  himfelf  to  advance  the 
4  Weal,  both  publick  and  private,  of  this  Realm 
'  and  Dominion  thereunto  belonging,  according  to 

*  the  faid  Truft  in  his  Majeity  repofed,  with  no 
'  lefs  Goodwill  and  Affection,  than  if  his  Highnels 

*  had  been  naturally  born  amongft  us.     In  Confide- 

*  ration  whereof,  be  it  enadted  by  the  King  and  the 

*  Queen's  moft  excellent  Majefties,  by  the  Aflent 
4  of  the    Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and   the 

*  Commons  in  this  prefent  Parliament  aflcmbled, 
'  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame,  &c.' 

To  proceed.  It  is  now  that  our  P  rot  eft  ant  Hifto- 
rians  give  us  a  whole  Series  of  Heretical  Burnings, 
the  bare  Recital  whereof  are  iufficiently  fhocking 
without  Aggravation  (/).  But  herein  the  Miniftry 
were  out  in  their  Politicks  ;  lince  the  bloody  Pro- 
ceedings of  this  Time  proved  the  greateft  Support 
of  the  Proteftant  Caufe  :  And  Foxe's  Book  of  Mar- 
tyrs being,  in  the  fucceeding  Reign,  placed  in  every 
Church,  and  almoft  in  every  Gentleman's  Houfe 
in  England^  has  made  more  Converts  from  the 
Roman  Faitn  than  the  Bible.  But  at  the  fame 
Time,  it  is  no  more  than  common  Jultice  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  the  terrible  Executions  this  poor  Bi- 
gotted  Queen  was  guilty  of,  her  Parliaments  had 
an  equal  Share  with  herielf. 

To  give  a  ftrong  Inftancehow  little  the  Proteftant 
Caufe  was  regarded,  or  the  Complaints  thole  Suf- 
ferers 

(0  In  Slrype's  Ecckf.  Mentor.  Vol.  III.  h  an  Account  of  fuch 
as  were  burned  for  Religion  in  this  Reign,  which  amounts  to  2,88, 
befides  thofe  that  died  of  Famine  in  fundry  Prifons. 

In  Jpfier.d.  p,  293. 
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(  ferers  made  to  Parliament  taken  Notice  of,    we  Phill'p and  Mary. 
'  (ball  fubjoin  theSubftance  of  two  Petitions,  to  both 

Houfes,  in  this  laft  Parliament,  from  theimprifon- 

ed  Preachers,  in  Defence  of  the  Reformation. 

In  the  firft  Place,  '  They  intreat  them  to  recol-  Petitions fromthe 

c  lee!  their  Severities  againft  the  Religion  eftablifb'd  imP.ifonM  Pro- 

'  in  the  two  late  Reigns.      They  put  them  in^sftant  Prcach* 

*  Mind  that  the  Points  had  been  fettled  with 
'  great  Deliberation  :  That  the  Two  Univerfities, 
c  and  the  molt  confiderable  Per fons  for  Learning  in 

*  other  Parts  of   the  Kingdom  had  been  confulted. 

*  That  to  undo  what  was  thus  unanimoufly  agreed, 

*  was  unferviceable  to   the  Memories  of  the  two 

*  Princes  King  Henry  and  King  Edward,  and  a 
'  Blemifh  upon  the  Honour  of  the  whole  Nation  : 

*  That  great  Uneafinefs  of  Confcience,  and  Judg- 

*  mentsfrom  Heaven,  muft  follow  fuch  Meafures 
4  of  Courfe.     That  fince  the  difcharging   the  true 

*  Religion,  throwing  out   the  Reform'd    Offices, 

*  and  bringing  Superftition  and  Idolatry  into  their 

*  Place,  all  the  Orthodox  Preachers  have  been  re- 

*  mov'd,   have  been  harafs'd  and  rob'd,  with  fuch 

*  Cruelty  and  Injultice,  as  exceeds  the  Barbarity  of 

*  Turks  and  Infidels. 

'  They  conjure  their  Majefties  and   the  Parlia- 

*  ment,  by  every  Thing  facred  and  valuable  ;    to 

*  confider  the  lamentable  State  of  Religion,  and 
'  how  much  the  Nation  is  likely  to  fuffer  in  their 

*  eternal  Intereft.     They  earneftly   defire,   there- 

*  fore,  the  Church  may  be  retriev'd  from  this  de- 
e  plorable  Condition.  As  for  themlelves,  they  re- 
'  quell  they  may  be  brought  before  the  Council,  or 

*  Parliament ;  and  if  they  fail  either  in  maintaining 
c  the  Homilies  and  Service  fet  forth  in  the  late 
c  Reign,  or  in   proving  the  Unlawfulnefs  of  the 

*  Liturgick  Forms  ufed  at  prefent,  if  they  fail  in 
'  making  good  either  of  thefe  Points,  and  that  by 

*  Catholick  Principles  and   Authorities,    they  are 

*  willing  to  be  burnt  at  the  Stake,  or  fubmit  to  any 
'  other  Death  of  Ignominy   or    Torture,  which 

*  their  Majefties  mall  appoint  them.' 

Vol.  III.  '   Z  Not 
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rhiiip  and  Mary.  Not  long  after  they  made  another  Addrefs  to 
their Majefties  and  theParliament,  of  refembling Con- 
tents: They  complain,  '  They  have  been  thrown 
4 .  out  of  their  Eftates,  their  Goods  feiz'd,  and  their 

*  Books  taken  from  them  :  That  they  have  been 
'  mifreporteJ  to  their  Majefties,  reproach'd  for 
'  Hereticks,  clofely  confin'd  for  fifteen  or  fixteen 
'  Months,  and  not  allow'd  the  Liberty  to  juftify 

*  themfelves  againft  the  Calumnies  thiown  upon 
'  them.  They  defire  they  may  be  brought  pub- 
'  lickly  to  their  Anfvvcr,  either  before  the  Parha- 

*  ment,  or  fuch  indifferent  Judges  as  their  Maje- 

*  ities  fhall  appoint. 

'  Under  fuch  an  Allowance  they  don't  queflion 
'  their  being  able  to  throw  off  the  Imputation  of 

*  Herefy  ;  to  defend  the  Reformation  from  Point  to 

4  Point,  and  fhew  the  Excommunications  publifh'd 

*  againft  them  of  no  Force  ;  and  that  the  Names 
'  of  Diiadvantage  and    Infamy  belong  rather   to 

*  their  Adveriaries  :  To  their  Adverfaries,  who 
'  with   refpcct  to  their  Majefties,  may  rather  be 

*  be  faid  to  ftand  in  the   Place   of  the  /Egyptian 

*  Magicians  to  Pharaoh  ;  of  Zedekiah  and  his  Party 

*  of  Prophets,  to  Ahab  King  of  Ifrael;  and  of  Bar- 

*  jefu  to  the  Pro-Conful  Sergius  Paulas.     And  laft- 

*  ly,  they  offer  to  juftify  the  Docfrine  and  Wor- 

*  fliip  eftablifh'd  in  the  late  Reign,  by  Scripture 
'  and  Antiquity,  under  the  higheft  Penalties.' 

Whether  the  Freedom  of  thefe  Addrefles  gave 
Difguft  ;  or  the  Misbehaviour  of  fome  of  thefe 
People  had  fower'd  the  Humour  of  the  Court  againft 
them,  it  is  not  known  ;  however  the  Preachers 
m6t  with  no  Encouragement,  from  any  of  the 
three  Eftates,  at  that  Time.  Mr  Collier  and  other 
Writers,  have  given  feveral  Inftances  of  the  Re- 
formers openly  ridiculing,  both  in  Words  and  Ac- 
tions, the  Popifh  Ceremonies  and  Worfhip. 

But  there  is  one  Thing,  however,  greatly  com- 
mendable in  the  Government  of  Queen  Mary, 
which  was,  reviving  the  ancient  Conftitution  of 
annual  Parliaments.  And,  accordingly  in  the  next 
Year,  we  find  that  another  was  called  to  meet  at 

Wejlmn- 
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iViflminfter,  on  the  21ft  of  Oclober,  in  the  third phili? «*  M»);« 
Year  of  her  Reign.  The  Queen  rode  to  the  Par- 
liament Houfe  in  an  open  Horfe- Litter,  to  be  feen 
of  every  one  ;  and  we  are  told,  that  fhe  never 
looked  more  chearful,  in  the  Judgment  of  all  that 
law  her. 

The  Journals  of  the  Lords  have  long  omitted 
the  Lord  Chancellor's  Speech  at  the  Opening  of  a 
Parliament,  as  alfo  the  Formality  of  chufmg  a 
Speaker  of  the  Commons ;  but  ftill  the  Names  of 
the  Receivers  and  Tryers  of  Petitions,  for  the  dif- 
ferent Parts  of  the' 'Englijh  Dominions,  are  given, 
in  French,  after  the  ancient  Manner.  And,  a- 
mongft  thefe  the  Petitions  which  were  to  come 
from  Gafcoigny,  the  Ifles,  and  other  Parts,  long 
fince  loft  from  this  Crown*  are  never  omitted.  An.Reg.  2  and^ 

The  Journals  of  the  Commons,  for  this  Parlia-  *,.«?J&>:  „ 
ment,  arefomewhat  more  exphcite  than  the  other  ; 
and  tells  us,  that  the  Bifhop  of  IVincheJler  opened  it 
by  a  Speech,  importing,  that  it  was  called  for  a  ne-  John  Poilard, 
celftry  Aid  to  be  made  to  herMajefty.  That  this£%  Speaker; 
Houfe  unanimoufly  chofe  for  their  Speaker,  John 
Pollard,  Efq;  deeply  learned  in  the  Laws  of  this 
Land.  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  by  the  Authority  of 
both  the  Journals,  the  Lord  Chancellor  Gardiner, 
Bifhop  of  Winchejier,  appeared  for  the  firft  and  fe- 
cond  Day  of  this  Seflion,  but  no  more.  It  feems 
he  fell  lick  on  the  24th  of  this  Month,  and  died 
on  the  1 2th  Day  of  November  following.  Bifhop 
Burnet  imputes  his  Death  to  his  Haying  over  long 
for  Dinner,  the  Day  that  Latimer  and  Ridley  were 
to  be  burnt,  'till  a  Mefienger  mould  come  Poft  to 
tell  him  that  the  Faggots  were  lighted  :  Which  as 
foon  as  he  heard,  he  Went  chearfully  to  his  Victu- 
als j  but,  at  Dinner,  was  ftruck  with  the  Illnefs  of 
which  he  died,  viz.  a  Suppreflion  of  Urine. 

This  marvellous  Tale  our  Prelate  has    retailed, 

from  an  old  Wife's  Story  in  Foxe  (a)  j  but  has  left 

out  one  Particular,  that  the  old  Duke  of  Norfolk 

dined  with  the  Chancellor  that  Day,  as  Foxe  fays, 

Z  2.  ani 

(a )  See  the  whole  Story  in  Fcxt*:  AGtt  and  Monuments,  Vol.  II. 
f.  16**,  Edit,  Lend,  1597. 
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Philip  and  Mary,  and  was  uneafv  to  ftay  fo  long  for  his  Dinner.  It 
is  fomewhat  ftrange  that  a  Man  fhould  be  uneafv 
for  his  Dinner  above  a  Twelvemonth  after  he  was 
dead.  For  this  old  Duke  died  at  Framngham 
Caftle,  in  September  I554  (b),  and  was  fucceedcd 
by  his  Grandfon,  who  could  be  no  old  Duke  of 
Noijolk.  Ridley  and  Latimer  died  at  the  Stake  Oc- 
tober \ht  16th  this  Year,  five  Days  before  the  Par- 
liament met  ;  and  Gardiner's  appearing  in  the  Houle 
the  two  firft  Days  of  the  Meeting  is  proved  by  the 
Journals,  which  the  Bifhop  certainly  few  but  would 
not  take  Notice  of,  for  fear  of  fpoiling  fo  fine  a 
Story.  Befides,  we  are  told  by  Bifhop  Godwin*  as 
zealous  a  Protejiant  Writer  as  any  Man,  that  Gar- 
diner,  Rifnop  of  Winchefier*  died  of  the  Gout  (c). 

Cn  the  Death  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  the   Lord  Treafurer,    the  Marquis  of 
PFinckcfler,  Virtute  Officii,    adjourned   the  Parlia- 
ment from  Day  to  Day  ;  fince  there  is  no  mention 
>  of  any  Commiflion    granted    for    executing   the 

Chancellor's  Office  And  tho'  by  the  Negligence 
of  the  Clerks,  the  Adjournments  are  not  enter'd, 
yet,  on  the  latft  Day  of  the  Seflion,  we  find  that 
the  Lord  Treafurer,  by  the  Queen's  Command, 
did   dificlve  this    Parliament. 

By  the  Death  of  this  great  Minifter,  the  Affairs 
at  Court  mud  be  much  embarrafled  ;  however,  the 
Parliament  went  on  with  their  Proceedings. 

The  Jsumah  of  the  Commons  inform  us,  that 
Oflober  23,  when  the  Commons  appeared  with  their 
Speaker,  to  preftnt  him  to  the  Queen,  he  made  an 
eloquent  Orat'on.  After  which  was  read  a  Bull 
from  the  Pope's  Holinefs,  confirming  what  Cardi- 
nal Pole  had  promifed  relating  to  the  A  durance  of 
Abby-Lands,  &c.  And  when  the  Commons  were 
retir'd  to  their  own  Houle,  a  Bill  was  revived  con- 
cerning the  Abfence  of  Knights  and  Burgefles  in  the 
Time  of  Parliament. 

The 

(b)  Dugdah  fays,  he  died  Maria  lino,  which  was  An.   15^;. 

Dugd.  Lji ■;-, 

(c)  Godwin  de  Praeful.  Arg. 
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The  next  Day,  after  reading  the  aforefaid  Bill  Philip  and  Mary, 
again  with  fome  others,  a  Motion  was  made  for 
a  Supply  to  be  granted  to  her  Majefty  ;  and  Mr 
Comptroller,  Mr  Secretary  Petre,  with  eighteen 
more  Members,  were  ordered  to  draw  up  a  Bill  for 
that  Purpoie.  On  the  28th,  the  Bill  was  read  a 
firft  Time,  for  a  Subfidy  and  two  Fifteenths,  but 
on  the  third  Reading,  Ocicber  30,  it  met  with 
fome  Oppofition  ;  and  the  next  D3y,  Mr  Secreta- 
ry Petre* declared  to  the  Houfe,  That  the  Queen 
gave  them  Thanks  for  the  two  Fifteenths,  but  was  A  Subfidy, 
contented  to  refufe  them  ;  on  which  the  Bill  for  a 
Subfidy,  only,  was  pafled  the  Day  after  and  fent  up 
to  the  Lords 

This  is  all  which  can  be  gathered  from  the  Jour- 
nals about  this  Affair  ;  but  Bifhop  Burnet  is  ibme- 
what  more  explicite  in  the  Matter.     He  tells  us, 
1  That  it  feems  the  Humour  of  that  Houfe  was  now 
greatly  changed  ;    for  when   a  Subfidy   and   two 
Fifteenths   were   moved   for  there,  for  paying  the 
Debts  of  the  Crown,  it  was  oppofed  with   great 
Vehemence.     It  was  faid,  that  the  Queen  had  pro- 
fufely  given  away  the  Riches  of  the  Crown  to  the 
Clergy,  and   then  apply'd  to  the  Laity  to  pay  her 
Debts  ;  but  why  did  (he  not  rather  ask  it  of  the 
former?  To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  the  Convo- 
cation had  given  her  a  Subfidy  of  fix  Shillings  in 
the  Pound  ;  and  that  the  Queen  now  asked,  after 
three  Year's  Reign,  nothing  but  what  fhe  had  dis- 
charged her  Subjects  of  at  the  Beginning  of  it.    The 
Prelate  adds,  that  the  Heats  grew  high  in  the  Hcufe, 
on  this  Debate  ;  'till  Secretary  <Petre  brought  a  Mef- 
fage  from  her  Majefty,  with  Thanks  to  them  who 
had   firft  moved  for  two  Fifteenths,  but  fhe  now 
refufed  to  take  them  ;  on  which,  the  Subfidy  alone 
was  agreed    to.'       This   Bill  palled  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  on  the  firft  Reading,  which  is  the  only  In- 
ftance  of  that  Kind  we  have  yet  met  with  (d).    But 
it  mud  not  be  omitted,  that  in  drawing  up  this  Ac!:, 
an  Oath  which  had  been  formerly  prelcribed  to  a!! 
Z  3  Manner 

{d) qua-  prirm  Vice  leffa  eft,  et,  comrr.ur.i  omnium  Proccrum 

4f :>:/:!,  conclufa  eji,  Journ.  I'rocsr. 
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Philip  and  Mary.  Manner  of  Perfons,  for  giving  in  a  juft  Account 
of  their  Eftates,  was  wholly  omitted  ;  which  made 
the  Subfidy  fink  beneath  Expectation.  But,  fays 
Heylin,  the  Queen  came  to  the  Crown  by  the  Love 
of  the  People,  and  was  to  do  nothing  to  hazard 
tbofe  Affections  fhe  held  it  by  (*)•  This  Subjidy, 
according  to  Stoive,  W2S  Eight- pence  in  the  Pound, 
on  all  thole  worth  from  five  Pound  to  ten.  From 
ten  Pound  to  twenty,  Twelve-pence  in  the  Pound. 
And,  from  twenty  Pound  upwards,  Sixteen  Pence. 
All  Strangers  were  taxed  double  (f). 

Bifhop  Burnet  alfo  informs  us,  *  That  on  the 
23d  of  November,  a  Bill  for  fupprefling  of  Firft 
Fruits  and  Tenths,  and  the  Refigning  up  all  Impro- 
priations that  were  yet  in  the  Queen's  Gift,  to  the 
Church  ;  to  be  difpofed  of,  as  the  Legate  thought 
fit,  for  the  Relief  of  the  Clergy,  was  brought  into 
the  Houfe.  The  Lord's  Journals  acquaint  u«,  that 
this  Bill  was  brought  into  their  Houfe  on  the  20th, 
and  palled  there,  after  three  Readings,  on  the  23d 
of  November  ;  the  Earl  of  Hereford  and  the  Lord 
Cobham  diflenting.  It  was  fent  that  Day  down  to 
the  Commons,  who  kept  it  fome  Time,  for  it 
was  not  returned  by  them  'till  the  4th  of  December, 
with  a  Schedule  annexed  to  it,  requiring  certain 
Things  to  be  amended  in  the  Bill ;  which,  upon 
Debate,  were  by  the  Lords  ailented  to. 

_.,, ,    j,  „.         The  Queen  had  a  much  greater  Defign  which  me 

Bill  ror  Reftitu-  ,         u  j    ••     o     «■  u-   u 

tion  of  church-  hoped  to  have  executed  this  Parliament,  which  was 
j,andj.  getting  an  Act  for  reftoring  of  all  fuch  Lands  to  the 

Church  as  had  belonged  to  it,  and  was  devolved 
upon  the  Crown  ;  and  from  the  Crown  into  the 
Hands  of  private  Perfons,  by  the  Fall  of  Monailc- 
ries  and  other  Religious  Houfes,  or  by  any  other 
Ways  or  Means  whatfcever.  She  had  been  tam- 
pering with  fome  Lords  about  this  Act,  but  found 
luch  a  general  Averfcnels  to  any  Kind  of  Reftituti- 
on  in  the  Lay-Nobility,  that  fhe  was  adviled  to 
defiit  from  that  unprofitable  Undertaking.  Certain 
it  is,  fays  Dr  Heylin,  that  many  who  were  cordi- 
ally 

(<•)  Gluten  Mary,  p.  53. 
(f)  StOivc'iCbror.,  p.  027. 
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ally  affected  to  the  Queen's  Religion,  were  very  Philip  and  Mary, 
much  ftartled  at  the  Noife  of  this  Reftitution  ;  in- 
fomuch,  adds  he,  that  fome  of  them  are  faid  to  have 
clapped  their  Hands  upon  their  Swords,  affirming, 
not  without  fome  Oaths,  that  they  would  never 
part  with  their  Abby-Lands  as  long  as  they  were  able 
to  wear  a  Sword  by  their  Sides  (g).  Which  Reso- 
lution being  told  the  Queen,  (he  thought  proper  to 
drop  that  Affair,  and  only  fet  them  a  good  Exam- 
ple, by  giving  up  to  the  Church  what  was  really 
her  own  to  give,  the  Firft  Fruits  and  Tenths  afore- 
faid  ;  which,  as  they  had  been  fettled  on  the  Crown 
by  an  Ad  of  Parliament,  mull  be  releafed  by  ano- 
ther. This  fhe  was  fo  pofitive  in  doing,  that  when 
the  Affair  was  argued  in  Council,  and  fome  Lords 
objected,  that  if  luch  a  confiderable  Part  of  the  Re~ 
venue  was  difmembred  from  the  Crown,  the  State 
of  her  Kingdoms  and  Imperial  Dignity  could  not 
be  fo  honourably  maintained  as  formerly  ;  fhe  is 
faid  to  return  this  Anfwer,  'That  fhe  preferred  the 
Salvation  of  her  Soul  before  ten  fach  Kingdoms  (h). 

But,  notwithstanding  this  Bill  palled  the  Lords 
fo  eafily,  it  was  greatly  oppofed  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  for,  our  Right  Rev.  Author,  from  the 
Journals^  tells  us,  That  on  the  19th  of  November  9 
the  Queen  fent  for  that  Houfe,  and  told  them,  *  She 

*  could  not,    with   a   good  Confcience,  take  the 

*  Tenths  and  Firft  Fruits  of  Spiritual  Benefices  ;  it 
'  was  a  Tax  her  Father  laid  on  the  Clergy,  to  fup- 
4  port  the  Dignity  of  Supream  Head  j  of  which, 
'  fince  me  was  diverted,  fhe   would  alfo  difcharge 

*  the  other,'  Then  the  Legate  made  a  Speech,  to 
fhew  that  Tithes  and  Impropriations  of  Spiritual 
Benefices  were  the  Patrimony  of  the  Church,  and 
ought  to  return  to  it  ;  and  upon  this  the  Queen  de- 
clared,   that  fhe  would   alio   furrender  up    thofe  , 

Matters 


(if)  %#»**  Siueen  Mary,  p.  53. 


(ion  of 


Or)  H¥tn  '  ^ccn  Marh  P-  53- 

\b)  Grafton  writes,  that  the  Queen  did  this  by  the  Perfuafiuu  ui 
the  Cardinal,  and  i'ome  other  Clergy  $  who  told  her,  That  fhe 
'.mild  not  profper  whilft  (he  kept  in  her  Hands  any  Poflefiions  of"  the 
Chijrch.  R<it,  fays  he,  the  Relignation  of  them  was  a  great  Dimi- 
nution to  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown. 

Graften'sQbnn,  fuo  bic  Anno, ,' 
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PhUipand  Mary.  Matters  to  the  Church.     Whilft  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons were  before  her  Majefty,  one  Storey,  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  Houfe,  falling  on  his  Knees,  told   the 
Queen,  that  the  Speaker  did  not  open  to  her  their 
Defire  that,  Licences  might  be  reftrained.     This  was 
a  great  Affront  to  the  Speaker,  who,  when  they 
were  returned,  complained  of  it  to  the  Houfe  ;  but 
Storey  confefling  his  Fault,    and   the  Houfe,  fays 
Burnet,  knowing,  that  he  [poke  the  IVords  from  a 
good 'Leal,  forgave  him.     This  very  Man  is  menti- 
oned before,  as  being  fent  to  the  Tcwer>  for  uiing 
great  Liberty  of  Speech  againft  King  Edward  the 
Sixth  and  the  Protestor,  in  his  Oppofition  to  the 
Act  for  the  firft  Book  of  the  Englifo  Common- 
Prayer.     He  was  now  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
Quefiion,  in  oppofing  Licences  from  Rome  j    and 
Burnet  himfelf  fays,  that  this  Man  of  good  Leal,  was 
afterwards  condemned  for  Treafon,  in  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  will  appear  in  the  Sequel  (i). 
Tne  fame  Author  tells  us,Thatit  was  once  thought 
proper  that  the  Surrender  of  Impropriations  mould 
be  left  out  of  this  Bill  j    fince,  as  was  urged,   the 
Queen  might  do  that  as  well  by  Letters  Patents  ; 
and  if  it  was  put  in  the  Bill  it  would  raife  great 
Jealoufies;    for  it  would  be  underftood  that  the 
Queen  did  expect  that  her  Subjects  fhould  follow 
her  Example.     The  Tithes,  however,  were  refol- 
ved  to  be  recovered  to  the   Church,  fo  they  were 
put  in  ;  tho'  all,  fays  our  Authority,  were  long  ar- 
gued in  the  Houfe  ;  fome  laying   that  the  Clergy 
would  rob  the  Crown  and  the  Nation   both  ;  and 
rhat    the  Laity    mull    then   fuppott  the   Dignity 
of  the  Realm.     At  laft,  it  being  particularly  com- 
mit ted    to  Sir  William  Cecil  and  others,  to  be,  by 
them,  examined  ;    on  the    3d    of  December,    the 
Houfe  divided  upon  it,  and  the  Bills  were  carried, 
ona  Majority  of  193,  againft  126.  Toconclude  this 
Affair,  it  may  not  be  annis  to  give  the  Preamble  to 
this  Bill,  to  let  the   Matter  in  as  clear  a  Light  as 
poflible  ;  and,  efpecially,  fince  that  Act  it  fell  is  not 
printed  amonglt  the  Statutes  of  this  Parliament. 

By 

(:)  Ilifory  cf  the  Rftrmatior. ,  Vol.  II.  p.  31:,  £V. 


Of  E  N  G  L  A  N  D.        347 

By  it  is  declared,  '  That  the  Payment  of  Firft-  ph;i;p  afv]  Mary# 
Fruits  and  Tenths  was  extinguifhed  :     And  all 
Reclories,   Benefices  impropriate,    Glebe-Lands, 
Tithes,   Oblations,    Penfions,  &e.  veiled  in  the 
Crown  fince  the  twentieth  Year    of  King  Henry 
the  Eighth,  are  given   up  to  the  Church  for  the 
Augmentation  of  the  Livings  to  which  they  for- 
merly belonged,  for  the  Advantage  of  other  poor 
Cures,  for  the  furnifhing  Preachers  ;  for  the  ex- 
hibiting Scholars  :  And  the  Difpofal  of  thefe  Re- 
venues thus  reftor'd,  is  left  to  the  Difcretion  of 
the  Lord  Legate  Cardinal  Pole.     But  then  there 
was  a  Piovifo  for  faving  the  Right  of  the  Subject, 
who  had  any  Intereftin  thefe  Eftates  granted  from 
the  Crown.     There  is  likewile  a  Claufe  for  ex- 
onerating the  King  and  Queen  and  their  Succef- 
fors,  from  the   Payment   of  Penfions  and  Annu- 
ities to  the  Monks:  To  which  are  added  Corrodies, 
and  Fees,  which  for  the  future  were  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  Tenths,  Firft  Fruits,    &c.    without  any 
Burthen  upon  the  Crown.     There  is  another  Pro- 
vifo,  by  which  the  Patronage  of  thefe  Impropria- 
tions belonging  to  the  Crown  is  full  referv'd. 
And  becaufe  fome  Temporal  Eftates  had  been  in- 
termix'd,  and  leas'd  out  by  the  Crown  with  thefe 
Tenths,  Impropriations,  &c.     'Tis  enacted,  that 
Commiflions  fhall  be  awarded  out  of  the  Exche- 
quer to  fix  different  Perfons,  three  of  the  Spiritua- 
ality,  and  three  of  the  Temporality,  to  call  twelve 
Men,  of  Credit  and    Subftance,    before    them  : 
Twelve   Men  inhabiting  in  the  Neighbourhood 
where  thefe  Eftates  lie  ;  and  to  oblige  them  upon 
Oath  to  diftinguifh  and  fever  the  Glebe-Lands 
and   othtr  Spiritual  Polleflions,  from  the  Tem- 
poral Eftates,  and  to  rate  and  apportion  how  much 
Rent  fhall  be  payed  for  the  one  and  the  other.' 
The  Affair  of  Licences,  mentioned  above,  occafi- 
oned  another  Miitake  in  Bifhop  Burnet ;  for  he  tells 
us,  that  they  were  Licences  from  Rome  that  were  to 
be  reftr.ined.      Whereas,   thefe  Licences    were   to 
difpenfe  with  fome  Ecclefiaftical  or  other  Laws  of 
this  Land.     As  Licences   to  great  Perfons  to  eat 

.     Flefli 
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Philip  and  Mary.  Fiefh  in  Lent,  or  on  other  Fafting  Days,  for  them- 
felves,  and  as  manyasfhould  come  to  their  Tables. 
Alfo,  Licences  to  fome  to  give  the  fame  to  their 
Servants  to  (hoot  in  Crofs-Bows,  or  Hand- Guns,  at 
any  Fowl ;  or  at  any  Manner  of  Deer,  red  or  fal- 
low. Licences  for  Merchants  to  import  forbidden 
Merchandize.  Many  fuch  Kind  of  Licences  may 
be  met  with  amongft  the  Records  of  thole  Times. 
A  Bill  was  calculated  to  make  void  all  fuch  Monopo- 
lies as  were  granted  by  the  Queen,  her  Brother  or  Fa- 
ther; but  it  was  laid  afide  at  the  fecond  Reading. 

There  were  feveral  other  Bills  which  were  read 
in  theHoufe,  but  did  not  pafs  into  Acts.  Amongft 
which,  there  was  one  for  incapaciting  of  feveral 
Perfons  from  being  Juftices  of  Peace,  which  was 
caft  out  by  the  Commons,  at  the  firft  Reading. 
This  was  calculated  chiefly,  fays  Burnet,  againft 
fuch  as  were  fufpevSled  of  too  much  Remiflhefs  in 
punifhing  of  Hereticks.  But  the  Commons  would 
do  nothing  to  encourage  that ;  nor  was  there  any 
Occafion  for  it,  fince  it  was  in  the  Queens  Power 
to  leave  out  of  the  Commiflion  who  fhe  thought  fit ; 
but,  adds  he,  it  (hewed  the  Zeal  of  fome,  who  had 
a  Mind  to  recommend  themfelves  by  fuch  Moti- 
ons. But  how  temperate  foever  this  Houle  of 
Commons  might  be  in  thefe  Affairs,  the  two  pro- 
ceeding ones  were  warm  enough  in  their  Zeal  j 
fince  they  revived  all  the  Bloody  Laws,  againft 
Hereticks,  which  were  made  for  fome  Centuries 
paft. 

November  13,  was  read  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
for  the  Third  Time,  a  Bill  againft  fuch  Perfons  who 
were  gone  out  of  the  Realm,  without  the  Queen's 
Licence,  or  that  con  temp  tuoufly  (hall  make  their 
abode  there.  This  was  levelled  at  the  Du - 
chefs  of  Suffolk  and  other  Perfons,  the  greater!:  and 
wealthier!  of  thole  who  favoured  the  Reformation  ; 
who  had  retired  abroad  to  five  their  Contcicnces  and 
Eftate?.  They  were  required  to-feturn,  under  fevere 
Penalties  ;  but  the  Commons,  fays  Burnet,  thought 
they  had,  already,  confented  to  too  many  fevere 
J-aws  01  that  Sort,  and  therefore  rejected  this  Bill. 

Another 
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Another  Bill  againft  Ann  Calthorp,  Countefs  of  Suf-  pj,;ij_  and  j^y, 
Jex,  who  had  left  her  Husband,  and  gone  abroad, 
on  a  quite  different  Occalion  than  Religion  ;  forfhe 
lived  in  France,  in  open  Adultery,  and  had  feveral 
Children  to  others.  The  Bill  was  to  deprive  her  of 
her  Jointure,  in  cafe  (he  would  not  repair  into  this 
Realm,  within  a  Time  limited,  and  make  her  Pur- 
gation before  the  Biihop  of  her  Diocefe.  But  tho' 
this  feeming  reafonable  Bill  pafled  the  Lords,  it  was 
rejected  by  the  Commons ;  and  yet,  in  the  next 
Parliament  the  Commons  firft  carried  it,  and  then 
it  was  palled  againft  her. 

There  are  twenty-three  Acts  and  Titles  of  Afts, 
in  the  printed  Statutes,  pafled  this  Seflion  ;  in  the 
Lords  Catalogue,  twenty-four.  Some  of  which 
are  for  the  Encouragement  of  Trade  and  the 
Woolen  Manufactories.  And  one,  particularly, 
to  inhibit  all  Purveyors  of  the  Crown  from  taking 
up  any  Provifions  within  five  Miles  of  Oxford  or 
Cambridge  ;  by  which  Means,  thofe  Markets  were 
more  plentifully  ferved  with  all  Sorts  of  Proviftons, 
and  at  more  reafonable  Rates. 

December  the  9th,  the  Queen  came  to  the  Houfe 
to  pafs  the  Bills  ;  after  which,  the  Marquefs  of 
TVincheJier,  Lord  High  Treafurer,  the  Chancellor 
being  dead,  by  her  Majefty's  Command,  diflblved 
this  Parliament. 

We  have  now  a  Gap  of  two  Years,  before  we 
meet  with  another  Parliament ;  in  which  Time 
many  various  Affairs  of  State  happened  in  England 
and  Europe,  which  our  larger  Hiftorians  are  full  of. 
One  Accident,  however,  deferves  Notice,  and  that 
was  the  Lois  of  the  important  Town  of  Calais,  in  —,  ,  f  fc 
France,  from  the  EngliJI)  Crown.  It  was  taken  by  ia;s, 
the  Duke  of  Guife,  about  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1558,  after  it  had  been  ibme  Centuries  annexed  to 
theie  Dominions  ;  and  was  not  only  the  Key  to 
France,  but  the  Staple  of  the  EngJijh  Trade  into, 
almofr,  all  foreign  Pai  :s.  The  Lofs  of  this  Place 
was  a  great  Disgrace  to  Queen  Mary  and  her  Mi- 
niftry ;  fincc  it  was  evidently  loft  for  want  of  due 
£are  j  and  maue  the  People  judge  that  the  Queen 

had 
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Philip  and  Mary,  had  put  the  Government  into  the  Hands  of  Priefts, 
who  underltood  not  War,  nor  were  fenfible  of  the 
Honour  of  the  Nation.  About  this  Time,  how- 
ever, a  Parliament  had  been  called,  tho'  we  cannot 
find  when  the  Writs  were  dated,  to  meet  at 
JVeJlminjler,  on  the  20th  of  January,  in  the  5th 
and  6th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Philip  and  Mary. 
In  the  Lift  of  the  Peers,  the  new-created  Abbot  of 
Wejlminjler,  and  the  Prior  of  St.  John  oft  Jerufalem, 
are  now  included  ;  and  took  their  Places,  in  that 
Houfe,  accordingly. 

Tho'  we  have  no  initiating  Speech,  from  the 
A"'Ri%S8        Lord  Chancellor,  at  the  Opening  this  Parliament, 
At  Wettminfter.  yet  the  Journaliji  hath  given  us  the  Ceremony  of 
prefenting  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
wi!l;am  Cordel,  the  Qiieen ;  who  was  William  Cordell,  Efq;  Ma- 
ffqj  Speaker,    fter  of  the  Rolls  ;  whofe  Excufe,  being  not  allowed, 
he  was  admitted,  with  the  ufual  Proteftation.     But 
the  Journals  of  the  Commons  acquaint  us,  that  Ni- 
colas  Heathy  Archbifhop  of  York,  then  Lord  Chancel- 
lor,  declared,   that  this  Parliament  was  called  for 
granting  an  Aid  to  her  Majefty.  And  accordingly  the 
lirft  Thing  that  we  find,  worth  Notice,  in  their  Pro- 
ceedings is,  That  on  the  i6:h  of  February,  a  Bill 
was  lent  up  by  the  Commons,  for  granting  a  Sub- 
fidy  of  one   Fifteenth,  to  the  Queen,  by  the  Laity. 
The  Clergy,   in  Convocation,  having  let  a  liberal 
Example  by  taxing  themfelves  in  a  Subfidy  of  eight 
Shillings  in  the  Pound,  to  be  paid  in  tour  Years  ; 
which   was  alfo  confirmed   by  Parliament.     The 
Kill  for  the  Lay  Subfidv,  &c,  palled   the  Houfe  of 
AnotherSubMy.3,  ords^  Kmim  contradicentey  on  the  19th  of  Februa- 
ry, and  this  is  all  which   their  Journals  fay  of  this 
Matter. 

But,  the  Journals  of  the  Commons  acquaint  us, 
*  That  on  the  24th  of  January,  the  Lords  lent  a 
MeHage  to  that  Houfe,  deliring  that  the  Speaker, 
with  ten  or  twelve  more,  weird  meet  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Lords  ;  which  confided  of  three  Earls, 
three  Bifhops  and  three  Barons.  The  Commons 
confenied  to  this  Propofal,  and  agreed  that  twenty- 
one  of  their  Houfe  mould  meet  the  Lords,  and  con- 
fer 
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fer  on  the  Queen's  Wants  and  the  State  of  the  Na-  Philip  and  Mary, 
tion.  T'his  Conference  continued  fome  Time  ;  for 
it  was  not  till  the  4th  of  February,  that  a  Bill  was 
firft  read  for  a  Grant  of  a  Subfidy  and  two  Fifteenths 
and  Tenths,  as  agreed  on  by  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons in  a  Committee.  The  Bill  was  read  a  fecond 
Time  the  next  Day  ;  but  the  Day  after,  we  are 
told,  many  Arguments  were  ufed  about  it ;  and, 
it  is  probable,  that  the  Speaker  was  defired^to  know 
of  the  Queen  whether  a  lefs  Supply  would  not  fatif- 
fy.  For,  February  10th,  the  Speaker  acquainted 
the  Houfe,  •  That  he  had  opened  unto  the  Queen's 
'  Majefty  his  CommilTion,  touching  the  Grant  of 

*  the  Subfidy  ;  which  the  Queen  thankfully  took, 
'  giving  them  prefent  hearty  Thanks,  and  all  the 

*  Realm.'  So  a  Grant  of  a  Subfidy  and  one  Fif- 
teenth, only,  February  16th,  was  all  that  was  given 
at  that  Time ;  the  Subfidy,  as  the  fame  Authority 
informs  us,  confifted  of  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound, 
on  Lands,  and  two  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  from 
five  Pounds  upwards,  on  Goods  to  be  made  before 
the  z4th  of  June  next.' 

There  were  two  Bills  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  for  regulating  the  Officers,  or  Collectors  of 
the  Subfidies,  or  Cuftoms ;  and  for  their  true  anfwer- 
ing  the  Debts  due  to  the  Queen  on  thofe  Cuftoms. 
But  thefe,  tho'  they  pafl'ed  the  Upper  Houfe,  were 
laid  afide  by  the  Commons.  The  Speaker  inform- 
ing them,  that,  by  a  MelTage  from  the  Queen, 
he  was  told  thefe  Collectors  had  accounted  for 
their  Receipts,  and  therefore  it  was  her  Majefty's 
Pleafure  they  mould  proceed  no  farther  with  thofe 
Bills. 

A  Defign  for  carrying  on  the  War  brifkly  againft 
France,  feems  to  have  been  entered  into  this  Parlia-  WarwithFrance. 
ment.  An  Aft  was  palled  for  the  railing  of  good 
and  able  Men  and  taking  of  Mutters.  Another  for 
appointing  what  Number  of  Men,  Horfes,  and 
*  Armour  each  Man  was  obliged  to  find.  An  Enqui- 
ry was  to  be  made  into  the  Behaviour  of  Frenchmen, 
being  Dennifons  of  this  Kingdom.  And  we  find 
that  a  Bill  palled  the  Houfe  of  Lords  for  prohibiting 

the 
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Philip  and  Mary,  the  Importation  of  all  French  Wines  and  Merchan- 
dizes j  but  the  Commons  rejedted  it,  as  anHindrance 
to  Trade. 

A  Bill  for  the  Repeal  of  divers  Letters  Patents, 
making  Dennizensoffeveral  Perfons,born  under  the 
Obeytanceofthe  King  of  France  ;  another,  for  af- 
figning  a  yearly  Payment  from  Frenchmen,  inhabiting 
within  this  Realm,  towards  the  Fortification  ofieve- 
ral  Towns ;  and,  another  Bill  for  the  Expulfion  of 
all  Frenchmen  out  of  the  Realm  palled  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  but  was  rejedted  by  the  Commons.  The 
latter  on  a  near  Divilion,  106  againft  1 1 1.  All 
thefefhew  that  the  Lois  of  Calais  occafioned  a  great 
Refentment  in  the  Englifo  Parliament ;  and  that 
the  Nation  were  then  not  without  great  Fears  and 
Apprehenfions  ;  as  they  might  well  be  ;  that  im- 
portant Port  being  taken,  a  French  Army  fo  near, 
and  at  open  War  both  with  France  and  Scotland. 

Towards  the  End  of  this  Seflion,  a  Bill  was 
brought  in  for  the  Confirmation  of  the  Queen's 
Letters  Patents.  It  was  read  a  third  Time  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  February  26th,  and  was  palled  j 
the  Earls  of  Oxford,  Arundel**  and  Derby,  with  the 
Lords  Cobham  and  Mountjcy  diilenting.  It  was  re- 
turned by  the  Commons,  on  the  7th  of  March,  the 
Jail  Day  of  this  Seffion,  with  certain  Amendments. 
This  Bill  was  defigned  chiefly  for  confirming  the  Re- 
ligious Foundations  the  Queen  had  made.  Whilft  it 
was  depending  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  one  (kj  Mr  Cop- 
ley, a  Member,  happened  to  fay,  intheDebate,  *  That 

*  he  did  not  approve  of  luch  a  general  Confirma- 

*  tion  of  all  (lie  had  given,  or  might  give  ;  left,  un- 

*  der  Colour  of  this,  (he  might  dilpoie  of  the  Crown 

*  from  the  right  Heirs  to  it.'  The  Houfe  was 
much  offended  at  this  ;  and  Copley  was  made  to 
withdraw  ;  he  was  voted  guilty  of  great  Irreve- 
rence to  the  Queen  ;  and  tho'  he  asked  Pardon, 
and  dcfired  it  might  be  imputed  to  his  Youth,  yet 
they  kept  him  in  the  Serjeant's  Hands,  till  they  had- 
lent  to  the  Queen  to  defire  her  to  forgive  his  Of- 
fence, 

(ij  Ht.rr.tt  moneottfly  calif  Kurt  QMty. 
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fence.     She  returned  for  Anfwer  *  That,  at  theirphilip  and  Mary. 
"  Requeft,  {he  readily  forgave  him  ;  but,   defired 
*  them  to  examine  him,  from  whence  that  Motion 
'  fprung  ? '     There  is  no  more  entered  in  the  Jour- 
?iaU  about  this  Affair ;   and  it  leems  to  have  been 
drop'd  ;  but,  it  fhews,  fays  Bifhop  Burnet ',  a  proper 
Relentment  in  the  Houfe,  as  well  as  their  high  E- 
fteem  for  the  Queen,  and  their  Refolution  to  have 
the  Crown  defcend,  after  her  Death,  to  her  Sifter  (I). 
An  Aft  was  made  in  this  Parliament,  alfo,  which 
was  read  two  or  three  Times  in  the  laft,    '  That 
Acceflaries  to  Murder  and  diverfe  Felonies  fhould 
not  have  their  Clergy  ;  to  which  was  added,  at  firft, 
That  they  might  not  have  the  Benefit  of  Sanctuary. 
But  becaufe  this  Addition  might  hinder  fo  ufefula 
Bill  from  palling,  the  Churchmen  being  very  tena- 
cious of  theirPrivileges,  it  was  thought  convenient  to 
leave  it  out.     And  a  feperate  Bill  brought  in  con- 
cerning Sanctuaries,  which  was  wholly  to  take  them 
away.  Againft  this,  Feckenham  then  Abbot  of  Weft- 
minfter,  for  the  Sake  of  his  Church's   Privileges,  in 
that  Particular,  made  much  Oppofition,  and  defired 
to  be  heard  by  his  Council.   It  was  ordered,  that  he 
fhould  come  down  to  the  Houfe  the  next  Day,  and 
they  fhould   be  heard.      Accordingly,  the  famous 
Mr.  Plowden,  and  Dr.  Story,  a  Civilian,  appeared 
for  him,  and  produced  feveral  ancient  Grants  from 
the    Kings  of  this  Realm,  and   alfo  the  Queen's 
Grant  for  the  Confirmation  of  his  Sanctuary.     And 
then  they  defired  the  Houfe  to  confider  for  the  Pre- 
fervation   of  the  fame.      It  is  probable  that  the 
whole  Bill  was  let  drop,  for  we  hear  no  more  of  it, 
and  it  is  certain  that  it  did  not  pafs  into  a  Law  in 
this  Reign. 

An  Act,  inflicting  five  Years  Imprifonment,  or 
a  large  Fine,  on  all  thofe  concerned  in  conveying  a- 
way  and  marrying  young  Heirefles,  under  fixteen 
Years  of  Age,  pafled  this  Seflion  and  is  printed  at 
length  amongft  the  Statutes  at  large,  Cap  VIII. 
An.  4th  and  5th,  Philip  and  Mary.  It  is  remarkable, 

that 

(l)  ffljlcry  of  tbt  Reformation,  Vol,  II.    Pag.  361, 
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Philip  and  Maiy.th  it  four  Lords  and  one  Bifhop  difi'ented,  at  the 
paffing  this  Bill.  A  private  Act  was  pafl'ed  for  the 
reftoringin  Blood  Sir  Ambrofe  and  Sir  Robert  Dudley, 
Knights,  the  only  two  furviving  Sons  of  the  great 
Duke  of  Northumberland.     This  Robert,  in  the  next 

Reign,  was  the  famous  Earl  of  Leicefter. There 

was  alfo  a  Difpute  fettled  in  this  Parliament  be- 
tween the  Lords  Clinton  and  Stafford,  for  Prehemi- 
nence  of  Place  ;  in  which  the  former  was  proved  to 
have  the  Preference. 

On  the  7th  Day  of  March  y  the  Queen  came  to 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  paffed  the  Bills,  Sixteen  in 
Number,  tho'  the  Statute  Book  only  fays  Ten. 
After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  her  Majefty's 
Command,  prorogued  this  Parliament  to  the  5th 
Day  of  November  next  enfuing. 

At  which  Time,  being  again  afiembled,  they  pro- 

An.Rcg.  5and6.ceeded  to  Bufinefs ;  which  the  Journals  of  the  Lords 
*558,        inform  us,  was  only  reading  fome  Bills,  feemingly, 

At  Wcitminfter.of  nogreat  Confequence  ;  except  one,  whofe  Title 

Bill  for  Reflraintwas> '  That  no  Man  fhall  print  any  Book  or  Bal- 
©fthePrefs.  '  lad,  &C.  unlefs  he  be  authorized  thereunto  by  the 
'  King  and  Queen's  Majefties  Licence,  under  the 
'  Great  Seal  of  England.''  As  this  is  the  firft  Re- 
straint to  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  which  we  have 
yet  met  with,  it  is  the  more  remarkable.  Becaufe  it 
fhewsus,  that  the  Art  of  Printing,  which  had  not 
then  been  much  more  than  half  a  Century  in  Ufe, 
was  become  fo  obnoxious  to  the  Government  that 
they  were  obliged  to  have  Recourie  to  an  A6t  of 
Parliament  to  reftrain  it.  What  Fate  this  Bill 
would  have  had  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  un- 
certain ;  for,  at  the  third  Reading,  on  the  r6th  of 
November,  the  Clerk  breaks  off  the  Lords  Journal 
very  abruptly.  This  muff  be  occaiioned  by  the 
defperate  State  the  Queen  was  then  in,  who  died  the 
next  Day,  November  17th  ;  and,  by  her  Death, 
this  Parliament  wasdiflblved. 

This  is  all  we  can  meet  with,  worth  Notice,  in 
the  Authority  above-cited  ;  but,  the  Journals  of 
the  Commons  gives  us  the  following  Account; 
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*  On  the  yth  of  November,  the  Queen  fent  for PhaipaniMary. 
the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  ordered 
him  to  open  to  them  the  ill  Condition  the  Nation 
was  in ;  for,  though  there  was  a  Treaty  begun  at 
Cambray,  yet  it  was  neceflary  to  put  the  Kingdom 
in  a  Pofture  of  Defence,  in  cafe  it  mould  mifcarry. 
But,  the  Commons  were  fo  diffdtisrled,  that  they 
would  come  to  no  Refolution.  So  on  the  14th 
Day  of  November,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord 
Treafurer,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Earls  of  Sbrewf- 
bury  and  Pembroke,  the  Biinops  of  London,  Wincbef- 
ter,  Lincoln  and  Carlijle,  the  Vifcounr  Montacutey 
the  Lords  Clinton  and  Howard,  came  down  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  lat  in  that  Place  of  the 
Houfe  where  the  Privy  Counfellors  ufed  to  fit. 
The  Speaker  left  his  Chair,  and  he,  with  the  Privy 
Counfellors  that  were  in  the  Houfe,  came  and  iaton 
low  Benches  before  them.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
fhewed  the  Neceflitv  of  granting  a  Subfidy,  to  de- 
fend the  Nation,  both  from  the  French  and  the  Scots. 
When  he  had  done,  the  Lords  withdrew  ;  but,  tho' 
the  Commons  entered,  both  that  and  the  two  fol- 
lowing Days,  into  the  Debate,  they  came  to  no  Iflue 
in  their  Confutations/ 

It  was  now  a  very  fickly  Seafon  for  Agues  and 
burning  Fevers,  which  were  very  mortal,  both  this 
and  the  laft  Year,  and  carried  off  abundance  of  Peo- 
ple, as  our  Hiftorians  tell  us.  It  was  alfo  contagi- 
gious ;  which  occafioned  the  Houfe  to  give  Licence 
for  one  John  Tbacker,  Burgefs  for  Derby,  to  be  ab- 
fent,  he  having  reported  that  the  Town  was  fore 
infedted  from  whence  he  came.  And  fome  few 
Days  after,  an  Order  was  made  by  the  Houfe,  that 
every  Member,  who  was  fick,  mould  be  excufed 
from  Attendance.  And,  whereas  a  Motion  was 
made,  That  every  Member,  being  fick,  might  be 
expelled  the  Houfe,  and  Writs  made  out  for  elect- 
ing another  in  his  Room,  it  wasrefolved  in  the  Ne- 
gative. 

The  Reafon  why  the  Commons  came  to  no  Refo- 
lution, about  granting  a  Subfidy,  was  occafioned, 
ho  Doubt,  by  the  Queen's  Death  j  fmce,  in  all  Pro- 

Vol.  III.  A  a  bability, 
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Phi!  i»anJ  Mary. bability,  according  to  the  Dates  above,  they  had  not 
Time  to  frame  a  Bill  for  that  Purpofe.  For,  on  the 
17th  of  November ',  a  Meflage  was  lent,  by  the 
Lords,  to  the  Lower  Houfe,  requiring  the  Speaker 
and  their  whole  Houfe  to  come  to  them ;  when 
they  fhould  hear  certain  Matters  that  the  Lords  had 
to  communicate  to  them.  Wheteupon,  he,  with 
the  reft  of  the  Houfe,  went  up.  And  the  Lord 
The  Death  of  Chancellor  told  them,  That  God  had  taken  the 
the  Queen,  Queen  to  his  Mercy,  but  had  furnimed  them  with 
another  Sovereign  Lady,  My  Lady  Elizabeth, 
Her  Grace.  And  then  willed  the  Knights  and 
Burgefles  to  refort  to  the  Palace,  where  the  Lords 
would  come  and  caufe  Her  Grace  to  be  proclaimed 
Queen  of  England,  bV.  and,  immediately  after, 
the  faid  Proclamation  was  there  made. 

Thus  far  the  Journal.  The  Queen's  Death 
could  not  be  called  fudden,  or  unexpected,  for  me 
had  never  enjoyed  her  Health  fince  (he  parted  with 
the  falfe  Conception  mentioned  before.  Our 
Right  Reverend  Author  reckons  up  feme  more 
Reafons  for  bringing  her  to  her  End.  1  he  great 
Neglect  of  King  Philip,  her  Husband;  who,  after 
he  defpaired  of  having  any  Iffue  by  her,  had  left  the 
Kingdom  and  her  to  mift  for  themfelves ;  and  had 
drawn  her  into  a  dangerous  and  expenfive  War,  in- 
to the  Bargain.  The  Lofs  of  Calais  had  a!fo  given 
a  mortal  Stroke  to  her  Peace  of  Mind  ;  and,  joined 
to  the  other  Misfortunes  of  this  Year,  had  much  en- 
creafed  her  Melancholy.  So  that  a  long  Declenfi- 
on  of  Health,  and  a  Decay  of  Spirits,  brought  on  a 
Dropfy,  which  put  an  End  to  her  unhappy  Life. 
And  of  Cardinal  Within  a  few  Hours  after  the  Queen,  died,  alfc, 
Pole.  "  ina  Cardinal  Pole,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  after  he 
had  ftruggled  fome  Time  with  the  Quartan  Ague: 
A  Man,  whom  a  great  Hiftorian  (m)  allows  to  be 
more  renowned  for  his  Piety,  Learning  and  Integri- 
ty, than  for  the  Glory  of  his  Royal  Defcent ;  tho* 
be  was  Son  to  the  Daughter  of  George  Duke  of 
Clarence,  Brother  to  Edward  the  Fourth,  King  of 
England. 

It 
(w)  Cambdcn's  Introduftion  to  his  Hifify  'f^w  Elizabeth* 
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It  is  faid,  by  Sanders  (n),  that  when  Queen  Philip  and  Mary. 
Mary  found  that  (he  mull  die,  fhe  fent  fome  Noble- 
men to  the  Lady  Elizabeth,  who  was  to  fucceed 
her,  to  defire  certain  Things  of  her  ;  but,  efpecial- 
ly  two.  The  firft  was,  That  fhe  would  take  Care 
to  repay  what  Sums  Mary  hadtaken  up  of  her  Sub- 
jects, for  the  Publick  Service  j  but,  in  truth,  to 
carry  on  the  War  fhe  had  entered  into  to  pleafe  her 
Hufband  Pb.lp.  The  other,  That  fhe  would  not 
permit  the  Catholick  Religion,  then  conftituted  and 
eftablifhed  in  England,  to  be  overturned  again. 
Both  which,  this  Author  fays,  fhe  promifed,  but 
performed  neither  But  Sanders's  Partiality  to  the 
Catholick  Caufe  is  fufheiently  expofed  by  Bifhop 
Burnet  and  others.  It  is  certain,  however,  that 
Queen  Mary  borrowed  a  great  deal  of  Money,  both 
this  Year  and  the  laft,  from  the  City  of  London,  and 
mod  rich  Men  of  the  Realm.  Another  Author 
writes  ( o),  That  fhe  ufed  various  Ways  to  raife 
Sums  j  as  giving  out  Privy  Seals,  for  which  fhe  re- 
quired a  hundred  Pounds  a  Piece,  from  fuch  as 
were  judged  wealthy  ;  whether  Gentlemen  or  o* 
thers  ;  which  caufed  great  Murmurings  amongft 
the  People,  becaule  large  Subfidies  had  been  levied 
by  Ad  of  Parliament.  That  in  this  laft  Year  fhe 
again  required  great  Loans  of  Money  from  all  Parts  ; 
and  was  to  indigent  as  to  drop  from  ioo  1.  to  bor- 
rowing of  50,  40,  20,  nay  even  ten  Pounds,  ac- 
cording to  People's  Abilities.  This  caufed  more 
Murmurings  ;  and,  as  our  Author  lays,  it  troubled 
the  Queen  as  much  ;  for  fhe  made  it  one  of  her 
laft  Requefts  to  her  Sifter  and  Succeflbr  to  fee  thefe 
Loans  fatisfied,  finfce  fhe  found  fhe  could  not  live 
long  enough  to  get  another  Aid  granted  by  Parlia- 
ment. It  is  to  be  obierved,  alio,  that  no  Authors, 
except  the  laft  quoted,  mention  thefe  fmall  Loans, 
which  feem  much  below  the  Dignity  of  a  Crowned 
Head  to  borrow.  Old  Stovje,  indeed,  tells  us, 
A  a  2  That 

{n)  De  Scbifmate  Anglicano. 

(o)  Co-wper's  Chronicle.     See   the  Annotations  on  this  Reign,  in 
Kennet't  tiijt»rj  cfEngkid.    Note  { da) 

V#1.N.  Pag.  35$* 


35S     The  'Parliamentary  History 

.     dMar    That  in  the  laft  Year  of  this  Queen,  a   Pre  ft  or 

ary*  Loan  was  granted  by  the  City  of  London,  to  her,  of 

20,000 1.  for  a  Year;  but  that  they   had  Security 

for  the  fame  out  of  the  Crown-Lands,  and  were  to 

have  twelve />*r  Cent,  for  the  Money  (p). 

Lord  Chief  Juilice  Coke  hath  given  us  the  Names 
pf  feveral  Members  of  the  two  laft  Parliaments  of 
this  Queen,  who,  dilliking  the  Proceedings,  left 
their  Seats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  taken  from 
the  Writs  of  their  Proiecutions.  No  Judgment  is 
entered  againft  them  ;  and  it  feems  as  if  the  Names 
of  the  Cities  and  Towns,  to  moft  of  them,  were 
the  Places  the  Members  ferved  for.  We  (hall  con- 
clude this  Reign  with  a  Lift  of  their  Names  as  fol- 
lows f?j  ; 
The  Names  of  Tliomas   Ccnflable,     de     Egidius  Payne,  de  eadem. 

STiSrST'     GrimJbj Com-  Lin£<^  WUiam  Wigjlon,  de  Wol- 
HoufeinDi^uft.  Henry  Leigh,  de .      Jlon,  Com.  Warw. 

Francis    Farnham,     de     Ralph  Brown,    de  Wood' 
'£)uern,  Com.  Leic.  /owes,  Com.  War. 

"John   Holer  oft,    fen.    de  Richard  Ray  let  on,  de . 

,  Knt.  Marjh  Wyrley,  de  Chit, 

'thorn  as  Somerfet,  de .       Litchfield. 

George  Ferrers,  de  Mark-   Walter  Job/on,    de  Fill, 
yat.  Com.  Here/.  de  King/ion  fuper  Hull. 

Nicholas  Powtrell,  AeEx-  George  Lye,  de  Villa,  Sa- 
tinet on,   Com.  Nott.         lop. 

Thomas  Moyle,  de  — — ,   John  Hoard,    de  Bridge- 
Corn.  Kent.  north,  Com.  Salop. 

Thomas  Waters,  de .   John  Alfop,  de  Villa  Lud- 

Wilham  Tyicock,   de  Ci-       low,  Com.  Salop, 
vit.  Oxon.  ,        Widiam  Lawrence,  deC;- 

Thomas  Balkden.  de  We-       vit.  ft  inton. 
chyngleigh,  Com.  Surr.  Robert  Hudfon,  de  eadtm. 
Knt.  Edmund  Roufe,   de  Dan- 

Matthew    Cradod,     de        wich,  Com.  Sujf'.  Knt. 
Villa,  Stafford.  Robert  Coppinge,   de   ea- 

ThowajParfor.de .       cUt/t. 

Arthur   Alien,    de  Civit.   John  Harman,  de  Hcfpi- 
Brijlol.  tio  Regis,  et  Regime. 

H  "uliam 

(p)  S:ciue'stC!'rc!ic!c,  Pag.  632. 

(<f)  tcke's  4  Inft.  p.  19,  20. 

(r)  Thij  Man  and  feven  others  are  faid  to  be  utl:*at,  »'.<■  outlawed. 
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William  Crouch,  deWel- 

lowe,  Com.  Som. 
Thomas  Lewes,  de  Welles, 

Com.  £<?/». 
William  Godwyn,  de  *tf- 

dem. 
Peter  Taylor,    de  Marl- 

bro,  Com.  Wilts. 
Edward  Braxden,  de  C/- 

vit.  Wore  eft. 
George   Newport,     de 

Droitwich,  Com.  #$rr. 
y^«  Harforde,  de  Ctt*ff. 
Coventry. 

Nicholas  Fryjh,   de . 

"James  Brenn,  de -. 

y^/r  Pay  ton,     < . 

"John  Cheney,   - . 

William  Oxenden,  — . 

Thomas  Keys,  • 

William  Hannington, — . 
John  Ajhburnham,  de  AJh- 

burnham,  Com.  SuJJ'. 
William  Reynaum,  de  Civ. 

Ciceji.  Com.  Sujf. 
WilliamWoodyere,  de  Slin<- 

don,  Com.  SuJJ. 
John  Roberts,  de      ■  -. 
William  Pellet,  de  Stein- 

ing,  Com.  Stiff. 
Richard  Bowyer,    de  A- 
rundel,  Com.  S# 


Wlliam  Danby,  de ,  Ph*P  and  Mary. 

Com.  Wejlm. 
Robert  Griffith,    de  New 

Sarum,  Com.  OT&X, 
John  Hooper,  de  eadem. 
William  Clark,  de  ■■ 
Griffith  Curtys,  de  2?r<;^- 

iwl,  Com.  #5//j. 
Henry  Hill,  de  Dtvifes, 

Com.  0«tt. 
Edward  Upton,  de  C/V. 

London. 
John  Reade,  de  eadem. 
William   Hampjhire,    de 

JohnTyJfars,  de • 


Com.  &*/. 


Nicbolas  Cripfe,  de i 

Edward    Herbert,    de 

Stawley,  Com.  Stf/. 
Richard  Lloyde. 

John  de  Knylle,  de ; 

/f.  J<?««,  de . 

Meredith  Gaines. 
Richard  Bulkley,  de , 

Knt.  (s) 


Aa3 


Th< 


(5)  When  the  Convention  with  Spain  was  ratified,  in  theHotife 
of  Commons,  by  a  Majority  of  twenty.  eightVoices,  many  of  the  leading 
Members  of  the  Minority  left  the  Houfe,  and  never  return'd  again 
during  the  Continuance  of  that  Parliament.  This  was  diftinguifhod 
by  the  Title  of  the  Secej/ion,  and  gave  great  Offence  to  the  Minifter  ; 
but  however  unufual  this  Proceeding  was,  'tis  plain  they  wanted  not 
a  Precedent  for  it. 

See  the  Debate  on  tbit  Affair  ,in  Chandler**  Hijiory  of  the  Commons, 
Anno  1739.  p.  70, 


3<$o    The  Parliamentary  History 

Philip  and  Mary.  The  p^  ^  protejjantWr-xXtn  of  thefe  Times, 
vary,  as  far  as  black  from  white,  in  giving  Queen 
Mary  a  Character  ;  one  Side  making  her  a  Saint, 
and  the  other  a  Devil.  It  is  needlefs  to  enter  into 
thefe  various  and  oppofite  Difputes ;  but  one  Re- 
mark feems  neceflary  to  make,  which  is  this  :  Her 
Father,  to  bring  about  his  Reformation,  kept  one 
Parliament  feveral  Years ;  but,  the  Daughter,  to 
reftore  Things  to  their  former  State,  had  a  new  one 
Mmoft  every  Year.  And  that  whatever  Cruelties 
are  imputed  to  her  Bigotry,  they  muft  be  allowed 
to  have  been  acted  by  Authority  of  Parliament  j 
without  which  they  could  not  have  been  executed 
by  Law. 


Queen 
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MART,  the  elded  Daughter  of  KXngHenry  VTIT.  Queei  E^abeth, 
being  dead  without  IlTue,  Elizabeth,  the  young-  J558- 
eft,  according  to  the  AdofSucceflion  of  the  35th  of 
her  Father's  Reign,  and  the  Appointment  of  his 
WjIJ,  fucceeded  to  the  Crown.  She  was  proclaimed 
Queen  of  England,  &c.  immediately  on  her  Sifter's 
Demife  ;  and  was  crowned  at  JVeftmlnJlcr,  on  the 
J 5th  of  January,  1558-9,  by  Dr.  Oglethorp,  Bi- 
fhop  of  Carlljle;  the  Archbifhopof  York,  and  fome 
other  Bifhops,  refuting  to  aflift.  at  the  Solemnity. 

When  the  laft  Queen  died,  the  Parliament  was 
ftill  fitting,  as  hath  been  before  related.  A  modern 
Hiftorian  (t)  tells  us, '  That  her  Counfellors  and  Mi- 
nifters  were  ftruck  with  Aftonifliment,  at  the  Sud- 
dennefs  of  it  ;  that  they  kept  it  fecret  for  fome 
Hours,  in  order  to  confult  what  wasbeft  to  be  done 
in  the  Succeffion.  But,  as  the  Parliament  was  fit- 
ting, it  was  not  in  their  Power  to  decide  any  Thing 
concerning  it  ;  especially,  as  it  was  clearly  fettled, 
by  the  Will  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  authorized  by  an 
Acl  of  Parliament,  that  had  never  been  repealed. 
Their  Confultation  therefore  ended,  adds  our  Au- 
thority, in  a  MelTage,  which  was,  barely,  to  in^ 
form  the  Parliament  of  the  Queen's  Death'.  This 
is  our  Frenchman**  Story  ;  by  which  he  would  in- 
finuate  that  as  the  Council  could  not  conclude  this 
Matter,  the  Right  of  Succeflion  waited  for  a  Deter- 
mination by  Parliament.  Unfortunately  for  this 
great  Hiftorian,  a  much  greater  Authority  is  againft 
him  ;  for  the  Journals  both  of  Lords  and  Commons 
abfolutely  tell  us,  That  the  Declaration  of  the 
Queen's  Death  was  made  to  both  Houfes,  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  very  Day  fhe  died.  And  that 
he  nominated  to  them  her  Succeflbr,  and  defired  the 

Concurrence 

(.')  Rapin's  Hi/lory  of  England,  Fol.  Ed.     Vol.   II.   Pag.  50. 
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Qjjeen Elizabeth.  Concurrence  of  both  Houfes  to  affifr.  at  the  Procla- 
1558.  mation  of  the  Lady  Elizabeth,  Her  Grace. 
Befides,  there  was  no  Occafion  for  the  Counfellors 
of  the  late  Queen  to  be  ft  ruck  with  Aftonifhment 
at  her  Death ;  when  they  mull  have  known  that 
her  Cafe  was  defperate  fome  Time  before  ;  and, 
confequently,  a  Diflblution  daily  expected. 

But,  to  begin  with  this  Reign,  it  is  neceffary  to 
acquaint  the  Reader,  that  Elizabeth  retained  thir- 
teen of  her  Sifter's  Privy  Counfellors,  at  that  Time 
all  zealous  Catholics,  and  added  eight  new  ones,  who 
were  equally  attached  to  the  Reformed  Religion. 
The  Names  of  the  former,  were,  Heathy  Archbi- 
shop of  York  j  William  Paulet,  Marquifs  of  Win- 
chejler,  Lord  High  Treafurer ;  Henry  Fit  z- Alan, 
Earl  of  Arundel ;  Francis  Talbot ,  Earl  of  Shrewf- 
lury ;  Edward  Stanley,  Earl  of  Derby ;  William 
Herbert ,  Earl  of  Pembroke  ;  Edward  Fenys,  Baron 
of  Clinton ,  Lord  High  Admiral  ;  William  Lord 
Howard*  of  Effingham,  Lord  Chamberlain  ;  Sir 
Thomas  Cheney ',  Sir  William  Petre,  Sir  John  Ma  fin, 
Sir  Richard  Sackvil,  and  Dr.  IPotton,  t)ean  of  Can- 
terbury. Burnet  fays,  that  molt  of  thefe  Counfel- 
lors had  complied  with  all  the  Changes  that  had 
been  made  in  Religion,  backward  and  forward, 
lince  the  latter  End  of  King  Henry's  Reign  ;  and 
were  fo  dextrous  at  it  that  tbey  were  Hill  employed 
in  every  new  Revolution  («).  The  Ptoteftant 
Cou  n  fell  or  s,  were,  William  Parr,  Marquis  oi  North- 
ampton ;  Francis  Ruffel,  Earl  of  Bedford  ;  Sir  Tho- 
mas Parry,  Sir  Edward  Rogers,  Sir  Ambrofe  Cave> 
Sir  Frances  Knolles,  Sir  William  Cecil,  and  Sir  Nicho- 
las Bacon,  loon  after  made  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Sea!  (x). 

As  it  is  the  Purport  of  this  Hiftory  to  ftick  entire- 
ly to  the  Parliamentary  Proceedings,  fo  all  the  other 
Incidents  of  this  Reign,  except  luch  that  will  ferve. 
to  illuftrate  fome  dark  Paflages,  will  be  omit- 
ted. The  larger  Hiftorians,  amongft  whom  is 
the  great  Cambden,  the  particular  Writer  of  this 

Queen's 

(u).  Reformalion,Vo^l1.  Pag.   375. 
(x)  Cambden, 
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Queen's  Life ;  and  the  Chronicles,  near  this  Time,  Queen  Elizabeth. 

are  amply  filled  with  Matter,  copious  enough  to  (a-        *SS*- 

tisfie  the  mod  greedy  Appetite  for  Hiflory.     To 

thofe,  therefore,  we  leave  the  Tran factions  of  Peace 

or  War,  except   from   Parliamentary   Inquiries  ; 

which   laft  will  alone  furnifh  Matter  enough  for 

our  Purpofe.     To  begin  : 

Very  foon  after  the  Coronation,  a  Parliament 
met,  which  had  been  called  by  Writs,  dated  at  Wejl- 
minfler,  December  lft,  to  meet  there  on  the  23d  of 
January  following.  Aqik>  Regni  1. 

Being  all  affembled,  and  the  Receivers  and  Tryers  At  wSraiafteft 
of  Petitions  appointed,  on  Monday,  the  23d,  as  a- 
forefaid,  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  other  great  Officers 
of  State,  declared  to  the  whole  Parliament,  that,  by 
reafon  of  the  Queen's  Indifpofition,  her  Majefty 
durft  not  come  down  to  the  Houfe  on  that  Day  ; 
but  had  fent  a  Writ  of  Prorogation  to  prorogue  the 
faid  Parliament  td Wednefday  the  25th  Inftantj  and 
the  faid  Writ  was  read  accordingly  (y). 

The  Names  and  Titles  of  the  Temporal  Lords  State  of  the 
attending  this  Parliament,  are  as  follows  (z)  :  ee"8C* 

Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  Knt.  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal,  is  put  down  firft  every  Day  in  the  Lords 
Journal ;  but  being  no  Peer  of  the  Realm,  the  firft; 
Writ  was  directed  to  William  Marquis  of  Winchefler, 
then  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  England. 

Thomas   Duke  of  Nor-  Francis  Earl  of  Shrews- 
folk,  Earl  Marfhal  of  bury. 
England.  Edward  Earl  of  Derby. 

John    Earl    of    Oxford,  William  Earl  of  Worcef- 

Lord  Great  Chamber-  ter. 

lain  of  England.  Henry  Earl  of  Rutland. 

Henry  Earl  of  Arundele.  Henry  Earl  of  Cumber* 

Henry  Earl  of  Wejlmore-  land. 

land.  Thomas  Earl  of  Suflex. 

Francis 

[y)  The  Fcrm  of  the   Writ   is  inferted,  at  length,  in  the  Lord* 

'Journah. 

(*)  Pugdile'j  Siirr-rr.or.s  to  Parliament,  An.  Reg.  I  £'/;'», 
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Q«een  Elizabeth.  Francis  Earl  of  Hunting- 
i5S8'  don. 

Francis  Earl  of  Bedford. 

William  Ea  rl  of  Pembroke. 

Anthony  Vifcount  Mon- 
tague. 

Thomas  Vifcount  How- 
ard, of  Bin  don. 

Edward  Feny,  Lcrd  Clin- 
ton, Lord  High  Ad- 
miral of  England. 

JVilliam  Howard  Lord 
Effingham,  Chamber- 
lain of  the  Houfhold. 

Henry  Nevil{  Lord  Ber- 
gavenny. 

"John  Touchet  Lord  Aud- 
ley. 

Henry    Stanley   Lord . 
Grange,  elded  Son  to 
the  Earl  of  Derby. 

Henry  Par  iter  Lord  Mor- 
.  ley 

JVilliam  Brooke  Lord  Cob- 
ham. 

George  Lord  Talbot. 

Henry  Lord  Stafford. 

JVilliam  Lord  Grey,  of 
Mlto'i. 

Henry  Lord  Scroop,  of 
Bolton. 


Edmund  Lord  Sutton,  of 

Dudley. 
Henry  Lord  Ha/lings. 
James    Blount     Lord 

Mount jcy. 
Arthur  Lord  Darcie,  of 

Darcie. 
John  Lord   Lumley,    of 

Lumley. 
Thomas  Stanly  Lord  ^»- 

tegh. 
JVilliam  Lord  Burghe. 
John   Paulet    Lord    Sf. 

y^/7,  of  Bafing,  cld- 

eft  Son  to  the  Marquis 

of  JVuicheJler. 
JVilliam  Lord  JViUoughby, 

of  Parham. 
John  Lord  Sheffeild. 
John   Lord    Darcie,    of 

Chiche. 
Edmund  Brugges  Lord, 

Chandos. 
Edward  Lord  Hajlings, 

of  Loughborough. 
Henry  Carey  Lord  i&«/^ 

0//^r  Lord  5/  J<j/;«,  of 
B/etfa. 


On  JVednefday  the  25th  of  January,  the  Queen 
was  rrefent  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords;  but  there  is 
nothing  entered  in  the  Journals  but  the  Introduo 
tion  of  the  Lord  Vifcount  Howard,  and  the  Lords 
Hajlings,  Darcy,  Hun/don,  and  St  y<?/'tf  of  2?/^- 
/?<?,  by  the  Queen's  Writs,  to  take  their  Seats  in 
that  Houfe.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  Abbot  of 
JVeflnvnJler  fat  there  the  fir  ft  Day,  but  never  after. 
But  tho'  the  Journals  are  filcnt  in  the  Speeches,  and 
fuller  Proceedings  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Parlia- 
ment 
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ment,  they  are  amply   fupplied  by  a  careful  Col-  Queen  Elizabeth. 

lector  of  thofe  Matters  and  other  Parliamentary        15s8, 

Proceedings,  throughout  the  whole  Courfe  of  this 

Reign.     This  was  Sir  Simonds  D'Ewcs,  Knt.  and 

Bart,  whofe  Authority,   as  it  is  unqucjlionable,  we 

fhall  quote  from  with  the  fame  Affurance  as  the 

Journals  of  both  Houfes,  when  they  are  deficient  in 

any  material  Circumftances  {a).     And,    the  Lord 

Keeper's  Speech,  at  the  Opening  of  this  Parliament 

being  omitted  in  the  Journals,  we  give  it  from  the 

Collection  aforelaid  as  follows  : 

My  Lords  and  Mafters  all, 

THE  Queen's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  our  The  Lord  Keep- 
natural  and  moft  gracious  Sovereign  La-  ffi  Bacon's, 
dy,  having,  as  you  know,  lummoned  hither  her  ?feetc^  atp°p,-"" 
High  Court  of  Parliament,  hath  commanded  me  ment. 
to  open  and  declare  the  chief  Caufes  and  Confeder- 
ations that  moved  her  Highnefs  thereunto.  And 
here,  my  Lords,  1  wifh  (not  without  great  Caufe) 
there  were  in  me  Ability  to  do  it  in  fuch  Order  and 
Sort,  as  is  beieeming  for  her  Majefty 's  Honour, 
and  the  Underftanding  of  this  Prefence ;  and,  as 
the  great  Weightinefs  and  Worthinefs  of  the  Mat- 
ter doth  require  it  to  be  done.  The  Remembrance 
whereof,  and  the  Number  of  my  Imperfections 
to  the  well  performing  of  it,  doth  indeed  (plainly 
to  fpeak)  breed  in  me  fuch  Fear  and  Dread,  that 
as  from  a  Man  abaflied,  and  well  nigh  aftonied, 
you  are  to  hear  all  that  I  fhall  fay  therein.  True 
it  is,  that  fome  Comfort  and  Encouragement  I 
take,  through  the  Hope  I  have  conceived,  by  that 
I  have  feen  and  heard  of  your  gentle  Sufferance 
by  others,  whereof  I  look  upon  equal  Caufe  e- 
qually  with  others  to  be  Partaker:  And  the  rather, 
for  that  I  am  fure  Good-Will  fhall  not  want  in 
me  to  do  my  uttermoft ;  and,alfo,  becaufe  I  mean 
to  occupy  as  fmall  a  Time  as  the  Greatnels  of 
fuch  a  Caufe  will  fuffer ;  thinking   that  to  be  the 

meeteft 

(a)  The  Journals  of  all  Queen  Elizabeth's  Parliaments,    by  Sir 
Simondt  D^Eives.      Publiflwd   by  Paul  Bcwes,  Efq;  Fol.    London, 


Queen  Elizabeth. 
1558. 


3  66  The  T arltamentary  History 

meeteft  Medicine  to  cure  your  tedious  Hearing, 
and  mine  imperfect  and  difordered  Speaking,  fum- 
marily  to  fay,  the  immediate  Caufe  of  this  Sum- 
mons and  Aiiembly,  be  Confutations,  Advice,  and 
Contestation.  For,  altho' divers  Things  that  are 
to  be  done  here  in  Parliament,  might  by  Means  be 
reformed  without  Parliament,  yet  the  Queen's 
Majefty,  ieeking  in  her  Confutation  of  Impor- 
tance, Commutation  by  Aflent,  and  Surety  by  Ad- 
vice i  and  therein  repofing  herfelf  not  a  little  in 
your  Fidelities,  Wifdoms  and  Diicretions,  mean- 
eth  not  at  this  Time  to  make  any  Refolutions  in 
any  Matter  of  Weight,  before  it  (hall  be  by  you 
fumciently  and  fully  debated,  examined  and  con- 
sidered. Now,  the  Matters  and  Caufes  where- 
upon you  aretoconfult,  are  cl  itfly  and  principal- 
ly three  Points.  Of  thofe  the  firft  is  of  well-mak- 
ing of  Laws,  for  the  According  and  Uniting  of 
thefe  People  6f  he  Realm  into  an  uniform  Order 
Off  Religion,  to  the  Honour  and  Glory  of  God,  the 
Eftablifhing  of  ihe  Church,  and  Tranquility  of 
the  Realm.  The  fecond,  for  the  reforming  and 
removing  of  all  Enormities  and  Mifchiefs,  that 
might  hurt  or  hinder  the  Civil  Orders  and  Poli- 
cies of  this  Realm  The  Third  and  Laft,  is,  ad- 
vifedly  and  deeply  to  weigh  and  confider  the  E- 
ftate  and  Condition  of  this  Realm,  and  the  Lofles 
and  Decays  that  have  happened  of  late  to  the  Im- 
perial Crown  thereof ;  and  therefore  to  advife  the 
beft  Remedies  to  lupply  and  relieve  the  lame.  For 
the  firft,  the  Queen's  Majefty,  having  God  before 
her  Eyes,  and  being  neither  unmindful  of  Pre- 
cepts and  Divine  Councils,  meaneth  and  intendeth 
in  this  Conference,  firft  and  chiefly  there  mould 
be  fought  the  Advancement  of  God's  Honour  and 
Glory,  as  the  fure  and  infallible  Foundation, 
whereupon  the  Policies  of  every  good  Common- 
wealth are  to  be  erecled  and  knit  ;  and,  as  the 
Straight  Line,  whereby  it  is  wholly  to  be  directed 
and  governed  ;'  and,  as  the  chief  Pillar  and  But- 
trefs,  wheiewith  it  is  continually  to  be  fuftained 
and  maintained.     And,  like  as  the  well  and  per- 

«  fed 
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feet  Doing  of  this,  cannot  but  make  good  Succefs  Queen  Elizabeth, 
in  all  the  reft,  fo  the  remifs  and  looie  Dealing  in  *5s8, 
this,  cannot  but  make  the  reft  full  of  Imperfec- 
tions and  Doubtfulnefs  ;  which  muft  needs  bring 
with  them  continual  Change  and  Alteration  ; 
Things  much  to  be  efchewed  in  all  good  Gover- 
nances, and  molt  of  all  in  Matters  of  Faith  and 
Religion  ;  which  of  their  Natures  be,  and  ought 
to  be  moft  ft  able. 

'  Wherefore  her  Highnefs  willeth,  and  moft 
earneftly  requireth  you  all,  firft  and  principally, 
for  the  Duty  you  bear  unto  God,  whole  Caufe 
this  is  ;  and  then  for  the  Service  you  owe  to  her 
Majefty,  and  your  Country,  whofe  Weal  it  con- 
cerneth  univerfally  ;  and  for  the  Love  you  ought 
to  bear  to  yourfelves,  whom  it  toucheth  one  by 
one  particularly  ;  that  in  this  Confutation,  you, 
with  all  Humblenefs,  Singlenefs,  and  Purenefs  of 
Mind,  confirm  yourfelves  together,  ufing  your 
whole  Endeavour  and  Diligence,  by  Laws  and 
Ordinance,  to  eftablifh  that,  which  by  your  Learn- 
ing and  Wifdom  mall  be  thought  moft  meet  for 
the  well  performing  of  this  godly  Purpofe :  And 
this  without  Refpecl  of  Honour,  Rule  or  Sove- 
reignty, Profit,  Pleafure  or  Eafe  ;  or  of  any  thing 
that  might  touch  any  Perfbn  in  Eftimationor  O- 
piiiion  of  Wit,  Le.  rning  or  Knowledge;  and 
without  all  Regard  of  other  Manner  of  Affection. 
And  therewith,  that  you  will  alfo  in  this  your  Af- 
fembly  and  Conference  clearly  forbear,  and,  as  a 
great  Enemy  to  good  Council,  fly  from  all  Man- 
ner of  Contentions,  Reafonings  and  Difputations, 
and  all  fophiftical,  captious  and  frivolous  Argu- 
ments and  Quiddities,  meeter  for  Oftentation  of 
Wit,thanConfultation  of  weighty  Matters;  come- 
lier  for  Scholars  than  Counfellors ;  more  befeem- 
ing  for  Schools,  than  for  Parliament  -  Houfes. 
Befides  that  commonly  they  be  great  Caufes  of 
much  Expence  of  Time,  and  breed  few  good  Re- 
folutions.  And  like  as  in  Council,  all  Conten- 
tion mould  be  efchewed,  even  fo  by  Council  Pro- 
vifion   Ihould  be  made,   that  no  Contentions, 
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contumelious,  nor  opprobrious  Words,  as  Here- 
tick,  Schifmatick,  Papift,  and  fuch  like  Names, 
being  Nurfes  of  fuch  feditious  Factions  and  Sedis, 
be  ufed,  but  may  be  banifhed  out  of  Men's 
Mouths  ;  as  the  Caufers,  Continuers,  and  En- 
creafers  of  Difpleafure,  Hate  and  Malice  ;  and  as 
utter  Enemies  to  all  Concord  and  Unity,  the  very 
Marks  that  you  are  now  come  to  fhootat. 
*  Again,  as  in  Proceedings  herein,  great  and  wa- 
ry Confederation  is  to  be  had,  that  nothing  be  ad- 
vifed  or  done,  which  any  way  in  Continuance  of 
Time  were  likely  to  breed,  or  nourifh  any  Kind 
of  Idolatry  or  Supe;ftiuon  :  So,  on  the  other  Side, 
Heed  is  to  be  taken,  that  by  no  licentious  or  loofe 
Handling,  any  Manner  of  Occafion  be  given, 
whereby  any  Contempt,  or  irreverent  Behaviour 
towards  God  and  godly  Things,  or  any  Spice  of 
Irreligion  might  creep  in,  or  be  conceived  :  The 
Examples  of  fearful  Punifhments  that  have  fol- 
lowed thefe  four  Extremities ;  I  mean,  Idolatry, 
Superftition,  Contempt,  and  Ineligion,  in  all  Ages 
and  Times,  are  more  in  Number  than  I  can  de- 
clare, and  better  known  than  I  can  make  Recital 
to  you  of.  And  yet  are  they  not  fo  many,  or 
better  known  than  by  the  continual  budding  Be- 
nefits and  Bleffings  of  God  to  thole  that  have  for- 
faken  thole  Extremities,  and  embraced  their  con- 
traries. And  for  your  better  encouraging  to  iun 
this  right  and  ft  rait  Courie,  although  that  which  is 
laid  ought  to  fuffice  thereto,  I  think  I  may  affirm, 
that  the  good  King  hezekiab  had  no  greater  De- 
iiie  to  amend  what  wasamils  in  his  Time  ;  nor 
the  noble  Qiicen  Htjlcr  a  belter  Heart  to  over- 
throw the  mighty  Enemies  to  God's  Elcdt,  than 
our  Sovereign  Lady  and  Miflrefs  hath  to  do  that 
may  be  juft  and  acceptable  in  God's  Sight.  Thus 
forced  to  this  by  our  Duties  to  God,  feared  thereto 
by  his  Punifhmcnrs,  provoked  by  his  Benefits, 
drawn  ny  your  Love  to  your  Country  and  your- 
felves,  encouraged  by  fo  princely  a  Patronels  ;  let 
us  in  God's  Name  go  about  this  Work,  endeavour- 
ing ourfeh'es  with  all  Diligence  (as  I  have  before 
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faid)  to   make  iuch  Laws,  as  may  tend  to  the  Queen Elizabeth. 
Honour  and  Glory  of  God,  to  the  Eftablifhment        155s. 
of  his   Church,  and  to  the  Tranquility  of  the 
Realm. 

'  For  the  fecond,  There  is  to  be  confidered  what 
Things  by  private  Men  devifed,  be  pra&ifed,  and 
put  in  Ure  in  this  Realm,  contrary  or  hurtful  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  the  fame,  for  which  no  Laws 
be  yet  provided  ;  and  ^whether  the  Laws,  before 
th;s  Time  made,  be  luffictent  to  redrefs  the  Enor- 
mities they  were  meant  to  remove  ;  and  whether 
any  Laws  made  but  for  a  Time,  be  meet  to  be 
■  continued  for  ever,  or  for  a  Seafon.  Befides, 
whether  any  Laws  be  too  fevere  or  too  fharp,  or 
too  foft  and  too  gentle  :  To  be  fhort,  you  are  to 
confider  all  other  Imperfections  of  Laws  made,  and 
all  Wants  of  Laws  to  be  made,  and  thereupon  to 
provide  the  meetelt  Remedies ;  reflecting  the  Na- 
ture and  Quality  of  the  Diforder  and  Offence, 
the  Inclination  and  Difpofition  of  the  People,  and 
;  of  the  Manner  of  the  Time. 

*  For  the 'third  and  laft,  fa  marvellous  Matter) 
1  I  cannot  fee  how  a  good  true  EngYiJhman  can  en- 
1  ter  into  the  Confederation  of  it,  but  it  mull:  breed 
1  in  his  Bread  two  contrary  Effects  •,  Comfort,  I 
1  mean,  and  Difcomfort,  Joy  and  Sadnefs  :  For, 
(  on  the  one  Part,  how  can  a  Man  (calling  to  his 
1  Remembrance  that  God  of  his  Divine  Power  and 
1  Ordinance,  hath  brought  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
1  this  Realm  to  a  Princefs,  that  fo  nobly,  diligently, 
'  willingly  and  carefully  doth,  by  the  Advice  of  all 
'  the  Eftatesofthe  Realm,  leek  all  tht  Ways  and 
*  Means  that  may  be,  to  reform  all  Diforders  and 
'  Things  that  beamifs  ;  to  continue  and  make  firm 
'  that  that  is  good  ;  to  detect  and  dilcourage  thofe 
6  that  be  difhoneft  and  evil  ;  to  execute  Juftice  in 
1  all  Point*  to  all  Peribns,  and  at  all  Times,  with- 
1  out  Rigour  and  Extremity  ;  and  to  ufe  Clemency 
1  without  Indulgence  and  fond  Pity. 

'  A  Princefs,  I  fay,  that  is  not,  nor  ever  meaneth 
c  to  be,  fo  wedded  h  her  own  Will  and  Fantafie,  that 
'  for  the  Satisfaction  thereof,  fhe  would  do  any 

*  thing 
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Queen  Elizabeth. c  ^j^g  that  was  likely  to  bring  any  Servitude  or 
'  Bondage  to  her  People ;  or  give  any  juft  Occafion 
4  to  them  of  any  inward  Grudge,  whereby  any  Tu- 
'  mult  or  Stirs  might  arife,   as  hath  done   of  late 

*  Days,  Things  moft  pernicious  and  peftilent  to  the 
4  Commonwealth  j  a  Princefs,  that  never  meaneth 

*  or  intendeth,  for  any  private  AfJedtion,  to  ad- 

*  vance  the  Caufe  or  Quarrel  with  any  foreign 
4  Prince  or  Potentate,  to  the  Deftruction  of  her 
«  Subjects,  to  the  Lofs  of  any  of  her  Dominions,  or 
«  to  the  Impoverifhing  of  her  Realm  ;  a  Princefs, 
«  to  whom  nothing,  what  nothing  r  no,  no  worldly 
1  Thing  under  the  Sun  is  fo  dear,  as  the  hearty  Love 
4  and  Good -Will  of  her  Nobles  and  Subjects ;  and 
«  to  whom  nothing  is  fo  odible,  as  that  they  might 
4  caufe  or  by  any  Means  procure  the  contrary.) 

4  How  can  (I  fay  J  a  Man  remember  this  wonder- 

*  ful  Benefit,  but  of  Neceflity  he  muft  needs  hearti- 
4  ly  rejoice,  and  give  God  Thanks  for  the  fame  ! 
c  But,  my  Lords,  the  handling  of  the  princely 
'  Virtues  of  this  noble  Princefs,  the  Caufe  of  our 
4  Rejoicing,  of  purpofe  I  pretermit,  partly  becaufe 
4  I  ever  fuppo(ed  it  not  altogether  meet  for  this 
4  Prefence  ;  but,  chiefly,  for  that  it  requiretha  per- 
4  feci:  and  excellent  Orator,  in  whom  both  Art  and 
4  Nature  concurs,  and  not  to  me,  a  Man  in  whom 
1  both  fails.  Marry,  I  wifh  in  my  Heart,  an  apt 
4  Perfon  might   oft  have  meet  Prefence,    and  juft 

*  Occafion,  to  handle  this  Matter,  as  the  Weighri- 

*  nefs  of  the  Caufe  requireth.     But,  as  the  Caufes  of 

*  our  Rejoicing  for  fuch  Refpecis  be  (Thanks  be  to 
4  God)  both  many  and  great  j  fo  for  the  Caufes 
4  of  our  Sadnefs  and  Diicomfort,  they  be  neither 
4  few  nor  little. 

'  But  here  upon  great  Caufe,  as  a  Man  perplexed 

*  and  amazed,  I  ftay,  not  knowing  what  is  belt  to 
4  be  done ;  very  loth  I  am  to  utter  that  which  is 
4  much  ii  n  plea  lam  for  me  to  fpeak,  and  as  uncom- 
4  fortable  for  you  to  hear :  But,  becaufe  Sores  and 
4  Wounds  be  hardly  cured,  except  they  be  well  o- 
4  pencd  and  fearched,  therefore  conftrained  of  Ne- 
'  ccflity  1  fee  I  muft  trouble  you   with  thefe  fad 

'  Matters. 
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'  Matters.     What  Man,  that  either  loveth  his  So-  QgeeaElwabeft* 
■  vereign,  his  Country,  or  himfelf ;  tint  thinketh  of,        1558, 

*  and  weigheth  the  great  Decays  andLoffesof  Ho- 
'  nour,  Strength  and  Treafure ;  yea,  and  the  Peril 

*  that  hath  happen'd  to  this  Imperial  Crown  of  late 
6  Time,  but  muft  inwardly  and  earneftly  bewail 

*  the  fame  ?  Could  there  have  happen'd  to  this 
'  Imperial  Crown  a  greater  Lofs  in  Honour, 
8  Strength  and  Treafure,  than  to  lofe  that  Place,  I 
£  mean  Calais^  which  was  in  the  Beginning  fo 
K  nobly  won,  and  hath  fo  long  Time,  fo  honourably 
1  and  politely,  in  all  Ages  and  Times,  and  againft 
1  all  Attempts,  both  foreign  and  near,  both  of  For- 
6  ces  and  Treafons,  been  defended  and  kept  ?  Did 
'  not  the  keeping  of  this  breed  Fear  to  our  greateft 
1  Enemies,  and  made  our  faint  Friends  the  more 
'  allured,  and  lother  to  break  ?  Yea,  hath  not  the 
i  winning  and  keeping  of  this  bred  throughout  Eu- 
1  rope  an  honourable  Opinion  and  Report  of  our 
;  EngUJh  Nation  ? 

'  Again,  what  one  Thing  fo  much  preferved  and 
1  guarded  our  Merchants,  their  Traffick  and  Inter- 
courfes,  or  hath  been  fo  great  a  Help  for  the  well 
uttering  of  our  chief  Commodities;  or  what,  fo 
much  as  this,  hath  kept  a  great  Part  of  our  Sea- 

Coafts  from   Spoiling  and  Robbing  ?      To  be 
fhort,  the  Lofs  of  this  is  much  greater  than  I  am 
able  to  utter,  and  as  yet,  as  I  fuppofe,  is  able  to  be 
underftood  by  any  :  And  yet,  my  Lords,  if  this 
were  the  whole  Lofs,  then  might  Men  have  fome 
Hope  in  Time  to  come  to  recover  that,  that  in 
Time  hath  been  thus  fuddenly  and  ftrangely  loft : 
But,  when  a  Man  looketh  further,  and  confidereth 
the  marvellous  Decays  and  Waft.es  of  the  Reve- 
nues of  the  Crown;  the  ineftimable  Confumption 
of  the  Treafure,  levied  both  of  the  Crown  and 
of  the  Subject ;  the  exceeding  Lofs  of  Munition 
and  Artillery  ;  the  great  Lofs  of  divers  valiant 
Gentlemen  of  very  good  Service  ;  the  incredible 
Sum  of  Monies  owing  at  this  preient,  and  in  Ho- 
nour due  to  be  paid,  and  the  biting  Inlereft  that  is 
to  be  anfwered  for  the  Forbearance  of  this  Debt ; 
Vol.  III.  B  b  «  there- 
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Oueen Elizabeth  *  herewith  remembring  the  Strength  and  Mighti- 

j5S8.      ' '  nefs  ot  the  Enemy,  and  his  Confederates,  and  how 

'  ready  he  is  upon  every  Occafion,  upon  every  Side, 

*  and  in  every  Time,  to  annoy  you  j  and  how  the 
4  Time  molt  meet  for  that  Purpofe  draweth  on  at 
'  Hand.  Again,  if  aMan  confider  the  huge  and  molt 
4  wonderful  Charge,  newly  grown  to  the  Crown, 
'  more  than  e\er  hath  heretofore  been  wont,  and 

*  now  of  Neceflity  to  be  continued ;  as  firft,  the 
'  Maintenance  of  Garrifons  in  certain  Places  on  the 
4  Sea-Coafts,  as  Port/mouthy  with  new  Munition 
'  and  Artillery,  befides  the  new  increafed  Charge  for 

*  the  continual  Maintenance  of  the  EngliJ})  Navy  to 
'  be  ever  in  Readinefs  agajnft  all  evil  Happs  ;  the 

*  ftrongeft  Wall  and  Defence  that  can  be  againft  the 
4  Enemies  of  this  Ifland  ;  and  further  alfo,  the  new 
4  Augmentation  or  Charge,  for  the  Maintenance  of 

*  a  Garrifon  at  Berwick,  and  the  Frontiers  North- 
4  ward.  Indeed,  I  muft  confefs  that  in  thole  Mat- 
4  ters  mine  Understanding  is  but  fmall,  and  mine 
4  Experience  and  Time  to  learn  lefs ;  but,  in  my 
4  Opinion,  this  doth  exceed  the  antient  yearly  Re- 
4  venue  of  the  Crown.  Befides,  that  Double  fo 
4  much  is  of  Neceflity  to  be  prefently  Ipent,  about 

*  the  fortifying  of  thole  Places  in  Buildings.  When, 

*  I  fay,  a  Man  remembereth  and  confidereth  thofe 

*  Things,  it  maketh  him  lb  far  from  Hope  of  Re- 

*  covery  of  that  that  is  loft,  without  lome  Aid  or 
4  Contribution  of  the  Subject,  that  he  will  judge  all 
4  to  be  little  enough  to  make  and  prepare  good  De- 
4  fence  for  that  that  is  left. 

4  Here  perchance  a  Queftion  would  be  asked, 
4  (and  yet  I  do  marvel  to  hear  a  Queftion  made  of 
4  fo  plain  a  Matter)  what  fhould  be  the  Caufe  of 

*  this?  If  it  were  asked,,  thus  I  mean  to  anlwer  ; 
4  That  I  think  no  Man  io  blind  but  feeth  it,  no  Man 
4  lb  deaf  but  heareth  it,  nor  no  Man  lb  ignorant 

*  but  underflandeth  it.      Marry,   withal,   I  think 

*  there  is  no  Man  lb  hard-hearted  in  thinking  of  it, 

*  bu^for  the  reftoringof  it  would  adventure  Lands, 

*  Limbs,  yea  the  Life.     But  now  to  the  Remedies, 

*  wherein  only   this  I  have  to  fay,  That  as  the 

welL 
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well  looking  to  the  whole  univerfally,  is  the  only  Queen Elizabeth, 
fure  Prefervation  of  every   one   particularly  j    fo        1558. 
feemeth  it  of  all  Congruence  and  Reafon  meet, 
that   every  one  particularly,   by   all  Ways  and 
Means,  readily  and  gladly,  according  to  his  Pow- 
er, mould  concur  and  join  to  relieve  and  alfift 
the  whole  univerfally.     Neither  can  I  fee,  Things  t 
Handing   as  they  do,  how  any  that  loveth    his 
Country,  or  hath  Wit  to  forefee  his  own  Surety, 
can  be  withdrawn  from  this.     Is  there  any,  think 
you,  fo  mad,  that  having  a  Range  of  Houfes  in 
Peril  of  Fire,  would  not  gladly  pluck  down  Parr, 
to  have  the  reft  preferved   and  faved  ?  Doth  not 
the  wife  Merchant,  in  every  Adventure  of  Dan- 
ger, give  Part  to  have  the  reft  aflured  ?     Thefe 
Caufes  well  compared,  fmall  Difference  (hall  be 
found.     And  for  this,  (a  ftrange  Matter  and  fcarce 
credible)  with  how  deaf  an  Ear,  and  how  hardly    • 
the  Queen's  Majefty  may  endure  to  hear  of  any 
Device  that  may  be  burthenous  to  her  Subjects,  I 
partly  dounderftand,  and  divers  others  partly  per- 
ceive.    Is  not  the  Caufe  marvellous  and   pitiful > 
that  the  Neceffity  and  Need  of  this  ragged   and 
torn  State  by  Mifgovernance,  fhould  by  Force  fa 
bridle  and  reftrain  the  noble  Nature  offuch  a 
Princefs,  that  fhe  is  not  able  to  fhow  fuch  Libera- 
lity and  Bountifulnefs  to  her   Servants  and  Sub- 
jects, as  her  Heart  and  Inclination  difpofeth  her 
Highnefs  unto  ?     What  a  Grief  and  Torment 
this  is  to  a  noble  Mind  !     What  a  Grief  ?  furely 
fuch  a  Grief,  as  but  to  a  noble  Mind  who  feels  it 
it  cannot  be  underftood.     But  for  the  more  plain 
Declaration  of  her  Highnefs's  Difpoiition  in  this 
Matter,  her  Highnefs  hath  commanded  me  to  fay 
unto  you,  even  from  my  own  Mouth,  That  were 
it  not  for  the  Prefervation  of  yourfejves,  and  the 
Surety  of  the  State,  her  Highnefs  would  fooner 
have  adventured  her  Life,  (which  our  Lord  long 
preferve)  than  fhe  would  have  adventured  to  trou- 
ble her  loving  Subjedt  with  any  oftenfive  Matter, 
or  that  fhould  be  burthenous  or  difpleafant  unto 
them  j  and  for  the  further  notifying  oJ$f£r  High- 
Bb  2  '^Vv^-t  neis'g 
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nefs's  Mind  herein,  (he  hath  commanded  me  to 
fay  unto  you,  That  albeit  you  yourteives  fee,  that 
this  is  no  Matter  of  Will,  no  Matter  of  Dif- 
pleafure,  no  private  Caufe  of  her  own,  which  in 
Times  pall  have  been  fufficient  for  Princes  Pre- 
tences, (  the  more  Pity !  )  but  a  Matter  for  the 
univerfal  Weal  of  this  Realm,  the  Defence  of  our 
Country,  the  Prefervation  of  every  Man,  his 
Wife  and  Family  particularly  ;  yet  her  Majefty's 
Will  and  Pleafure  is,  That  nothing  mall  be  de- 
manded or  required  of  her  loving  Subjects,  but  that, 
which  they,  of  their  own  free  Wills  and  LiberaR- 
ties,  be  well  contented,  readily  and  gladly,  frankly 
and  freely  to  offer  ;  fo  great  is  the  Truft  that  (he 
repofeth  in  them,  and  the  Love  and  Affedtion 
that  her  Highnefs  beareth  towards  them,  nothing 
at  all  doubting,  but  that  they  will  fo  lovingly, 
carefully  and  prudently,  confider  and  weigh  this 
great  and  weighty  Matter,  that  fuch  Provilion 
out  of  Hand  be  taken  theiein,  as  her  Highnefs 
ihall  be  preferved  in  all  Honour  and  Royal  Dignity, 
and  you,  and  the  reft  of  her  loving  Subjects,  in 
common,  Quiet  and  Surety. 
*  Now,  to  make  an  End.  The  Queen's  Majefty's 
Pleafure  is,  That  you,  her  well  beloved  and  trufty 
Knights  of  her  Shires  and  Burgefles,  according 
to  your  laudable  Cuftom,  {hall  repair  to  your 
Common  Houfe,  and  there  deliberately  and  ad- 
vifedly  elecl,  or  rather,  amonglt  fo  many  already 
elect  Perfons,  feledt  one,  both  grave  and  difcreet, 
who  after  he  be  by  you  prefented,  and  that  Pre- 
fentation  by  her  Highnefs  admitted,  mall  then  oc- 
cupy the  Office  and  Room  of  your  Common 
Mouth,  and  Speaker;  and  of  your  Day  of  Prefen- 
tation  the  Queen's  Majefty  will  give  you  Notice.' 

The  fame  Authority  hath  given  us  the  Ceremo- 
nial Speeches  made  when  the  Commons  prefented 
'  Sir  Thomas  Gat-grave,  Knt.  as  their  Speaker  ; 
which  we  fhall  omit,  as  little  different  from 
what  hath  preceded  in  this  Hiftory,  or  even  what 
is  ufed  at  this  Day. 

Qp 
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On  Saturday  the  28th  of  January,  the  Queen  Queen  Elizabeth/ 
being  again  prefent,  there  is  nothing  entered  on  the 
Journals ;  but  on  Monday,  Jan.  30th,  a  Bill  was 
brought  into  the  Lords  Houfe,    and  read  a  firft  Aa  for  reftor;ng 
Time,  for  the  Reftitution  and  Annexation  of  the  the  Firft  Fruits, 
Firft  Fruits  and  Tenths  to  the  Queen's  Majefty  and&c-totheCrown* 
Imperial  Crown  of  this  Realm.     It  was  read  a 
fecond  Time  the  next  Day ;  and  on  February  the 
4th  it  palled  that  Houfe,    with  the  Addition  of 
referved  Rents,  Nomine  Decimarum,  and  Parfonages 
impropriate  ;  the  Archbiihop-  of  York,  the  Bifhops 
of  London^  Winchefier,  Worcejler,  Landajf,  Coven- 
try, Exeter,  Chejler  and  Carli/le,  diflenting.     The 
Temporal  Lords  all  voted  for  the  Bill ;  which,  as 
an  Author  obferves,  is  fomewhat  ftrange ;  confi- 
dering,  that  they  were  almoft  all  the  fame  Mem- 
bers who  made  the  Adt  for  returning  thefe  Things 
to  the  Church  in  the  laft  Reign  (b). 

February  the  9th  was  read  for  the  third  Time,  a 
Bill  for  the  Recognition  of  the  Queen's  Majefty's 
Title  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  this  Realm,  which 
was  (Nem.  Con.)  affented  to,  and  committed  to  the  ^^^ 
Queen's  Solicitor  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  Queen's  Title, 
carry  ro  the  Lower  Houfe.  On  the  fame  Day, 
was  read  a  Bill  wherein  certain  Offences  are  declar- 
ed Treafon  ;  and  another  Bill  againft  fcandalous 
and  feditious  Words. 

Mr  Cambden  has  placed  the  AcT:  of  Recognition 
the  firft  that  pafied  the  Houfe  (c).  The  Journals 
give  it  otherways  ;   however,    the  Aft  declared, 

*  That  Queen  Elizabeth  was,  and  ought  to  be,  as 
'  well  by  the  Law  of  God,  as  by  Common  and 
'  Statute  Laws  of  the  Realm,  the  lawful,  undoubt- 

*  ed  and  true  Heir  to  the  Crown,  lawfully  defcend- 
'  ed  from  the  Blood  Royal,  according  to  the  Or- 
'  der  of  Succeflion,  fettled  in  Parliament  the  35th 
«  of  Henry  VIII.' 

The  aforeiaid  Biographer  obferves  on  this  Occa- 

fion,  '  That  as  her  Father's  Act,  which  related  to 

the  Exclufion  of  her  and  her  Sifter,  remained  ftill 

B  b  3  unre- 

(b)  Collier's  Ecclef.  Hift. 

(c)  Cambderfs  Life  and  Rflgn  of  Qjeen  E^.'izabetb,  in  £>«»«' e 
Hiftory  of  England f  Vol,  II,  Page  371, 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  unrepealed,  this  was  looked  upon,  in  fome  Men's 
J558-  Opinions,  as  a  great  Flaw  in  Bacon's  Politics  5 
whom  the  Queen  relied  on  as  the  very  Oracle  of 
the  Law,  in  Cafes  of  this  Nature.  And,  the  ra- 
ther, becaufe  Northumberland  had  ufed  it  as  an  Argu- 
ment both  againft  this  Queen  and  Mary  ;  for  which 
Reafon  Mary  had  got  the  Act  repealed  as  far  as 
related  to  herfelf.  He  adds,  that  from  hence  Eli- 
zabeth might  be  termed  an  Ufurper,  tho'  it  be  a 
Handing  Maxim  of  the  Law  of  England,  '  That 
'  the  Crown  takes  away  all  Defects.'  Another 
Sort  of  Men  there  was,  Who  thought  this  a  very 
wife  Scheme  in  the  Minifter ;  who,  confidering  the 
Perplexity  and  Uncertainty  of  Parliamentary  Laws 
and  Statutes;  and  that  the  very  fame  Things  which 
feemed  to  favour  the  Intereft  of  Queen  Elizabeth^ 
laid  a  Stain  on  the  Caufe  and  Credit  of  her  Sifter  j 
was  therefore  very  my  in  rubbing  an  old  Sore, 
which  Time  had  now  pretty  well  healed.  There- 
fore he  chofe  rather  to  plant  the  SuccelTion  on  that 
Act  of  the  35th  of  Henry  VIII.  which  feemed  to 
bear  an  equal  and  fair  Regard  to  the  Right  and  Re- 
•putation  of  both  the  Sifters  (d).' 

But  the  Act  which  met  with  the  greateft  Oppofi- 
tion  this  Parliament,  is  entituled,  An  Att  for  rejhr- 

1heSurremac!nS  l"g    the   StiPrernaCy    to    the    ^mP^1  Crown    of   this 

upremacy.  p£ajm .  an^  repeaying  divers  Jfls  made  to  the  Con- 
trary. 

Before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  entered  upon 
this  Bill,  they  had  a  very  material  Circumftance  tp 
fettle. 

On  the  30th  of  January ,  a  Committee  of  twenty- 
four  Members  were  appointed  rto  meet  and  treat 
of  a  convenient  Subfidy  (e).  At  the  fame  Time 
it  was  recommended  to  them  to  confider  of  the  Va- 
lidity of  the  Summons,  both  to  the  laft  and  alfo 
this  prefent  Parliament,  in  which  faid  Writ,  the 
Words  Supremum  Caput  Ecdefia  were  omitted. 
February  3d  Mr  Carrel  reported  from  the  faid  Com- 
mittee, th?t  it  w?s  agreed  by  them,  '  That  the 
*  Want  of  the  faid  Words  did  not  at  all  hinder,  or 

(i)  Statutes  at  large,  Anno  i,  Eiiz,  Chap,  X, 
(tj  Dewcs^s  Journals,  p,  44, 
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1  impqach,  the  Validity  of  the  faid  Writs  of  Sum- Queen  Elizabeth, 

'  mons  to  the  preceeding  Parliaments,  or  this  now       'SS8* 

'  aflembled.'     After  clearing  this  Po:nt,  which  was 

agreed  to  by  the  whole  Houfe,  the  Bill  itfelf  met  with 

no  Oppofition   that  we  can  find  in   their  'Journal : 

f   That  Houie,  according  to  Cambden,  being  now 

compofed  of  more  Protejiants  than  Papijh  ;  tho'  the 

latter  did  not  flick  to  fay  that  Secretaiy  Cecil  had 

played  an  underhand  Game  in  the  Elections  ;  and 

that  feveraj  Knights  of  Shires  ar^d  Burgefies  for 

Cities  and  Corporations,  had  been  returned  for  this 

very  Purpofe/    But, 

The  Martyrologift  informs  us  of  one  Mem- 
ber, in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  boldly  op- 
pofed  this  Bill ;  this  was  Dr  John  Story ,  a  Civilian ; 
who,  according  to  that  Author's  mode  ft  Way*  of 
Expreffion,  made  an  impudent  and  (hamelefs  Speech 
againft  k  {/).  Telling  the  Houfe,  *  That  as  he  was 
6  noted  commonly  abroad,  or  much  complained  of 
c  at  Home,  as  a  great  Stickier  and  Actor  in  the 
'  late  religious  Proceedings,  under  Queen  Mary  ; 
'  he  did  not  deny  it,  but  protefted  he  had,  therein, 
'  done  nothing  but  according  to  his  Conscience,  and 

*  the  Commiflion  he  bore  from  her  late  Majefty, 
'  whofe   Commands  would   difcharge   him    from 

*  Blame.  And  that  he  was  no  lefs  ready  to  do  it 
c  again,  provided  he  was  fo  authorifed  and  com- 

*  manded  by  her  prefent  Majefty.  Wherefore,  fays 
'  he,  I  fee  nothing  to  be  afhamed  of,  andMefs  to  be 

*  forry  for,  on  that  Account ;  and  am  rather  forry 
'  that  no  more  was  done,  and  thofe  Laws  were  not 

*  executed  with  more  Severity.  And  herein  he 
c  added,  there  was  no  Fault  in  him,  but  in  them, 

*  whom  he  had  fo  oft  and  fo  earneftly  exhorted  to 

*  it;  being  not  a  little  ^grieved  that  they  went  to 

*  Work  only  with  the  little  Sprigs  and  Branches, 

*  when  they  mould  have  ftruck  at  the  Root  and 
'  thoroughly  grubbed  it  up.'  Our  Author  goes  on 
and  tells  us,  '  That  he  mentioned  Sir  Philip 
6  Hobby )  and  another  Knight  in  Kent,  whom  he 

*  faid 

(f)  Foxe't  Martyrs.  Vol,  II.  p.  19:15.    BolUnr^e^s  QTaxon, 
p.  uSo. 
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Q^een  Elizabeth.*  &M  ought  to  have  been  facrificed  as  well  as  fome 
1558.       *  others  of  Rank  and  Riches,  if  they  had  taken  his 

*  Advice  and  done  wifely..     That  he  himfelf  was 
'  once  at  the  burning  of  an  Heretic,  and  toft  a 

*  Faggot  at  bis  Face,  as  he  v/as  ringing  Pfalms,  and 
'  put  a  Bunch  of  Thorns  under  his  Feet.'  With 
other  ExprefTions  of  this  Nature,  not  likely  to 
come  from  the  Mouth  of  any  Man  of  common 
Senfe,  in  fuch  an  Aflembly.  However,  the 
fame  Authority  and  others  inform  us,  that  Story 
paid  dear  for  his  Speech-making  fome  Time  after ; 
for,  being  committed  to  Prifon,  he  made  his  Efcape 
and  joined  with  the  famous  Duke  D' 'Alva  at  Ant- 
werp; but  being  trepanned  on  board  an  Englijh 
Ship,  he  was  brought  back  and  fuffered  the  Death 
of  a  Traytor.  Nor  does  Foxe  leave  him,  at  the 
Gallows ;  for  to  fhew  the  Violence  of  his  Spirit  at 
the  laft,  he  tells  us,  that  he  was  cut  down  alive 
from  the  Gallows,  and  when  the  Executioner  cut 
off  his  Privy  Members  to  burn,  Story  rofe  up 
and  hit  him  a  Blow  on  the  Face,  to  the  Wonder  of 
all  the  Spectators  (g). 

On  the  1 8th  of  February,  the  faid  Bill,  with  certain 
Provifoes  added  thereto  by  the  Lords,  and  fundry 
other  Amendments,  was  concluded  in  that  Houfe. 
The  Archbifhop  of  York,  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury, 
the  Vifcount  Montague,  the  Bifhops  of  London, 
Winchefler,  Worcefler,  Landaff,  Coventry,  Exeter, 
Chejier,  Carl  fie,  and  the  Abbot  of  Wejlm'mjier,  dif- 
fering.^) It  was  fentdown  to  the  Commons,  who 
kept  it  till  March  the  22d,  and  then-returned  it  to 
the  Lords,  with  a  new  Provifo,  added  by  them. 
This  was  read  thrice  the  fame  Day,  and  concluded  ; 
the  former  Archbifhop  and    Bifhops  diflenting. 

This  Bill,  havi;\cr  been  canvafled  near  a  Month 
fince  it  was  firft  fent  up  by  the  Commons,  muft  ar- 
gue ftrong  Debates  and  great  Oppofition  to  it.  Ms. 
Cambden  informs  us,  that  the  nine  Prelates  be- 
foie-mentioned,  oppofed  it  vigoroufly,  but  has  left  us 

none 

(a)  Martjrt,  Vol.  II.  p.  1949* 

(b)  AtPage  364,  of  this  Volume,  Line  39,  reaJ  thus,  *  fat  there 
this  Parliament,  but,  ©V.' 
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none  of  their  Arguments  ufed  againft  it  (;).  But  afem&taML 
much  later  painful  Colle&or  of  Ecclefiaftical  Me-  1558. 
moirs,  relating  to  our  Reformation,  hath  given  us  two 
Speeches,  delivered  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  againft 
this  Bill  of  Supremacy  {k).  The  Orators,  on 
thisOccafion,  were  Nicholas  Heatb,  Archbifhop  of 
York,  and  Cuthbert  Scott,  Bifhop  of  Ghefler  ;  whofe 
Speeches,  tho'  long  enough,  muft  have  Place  in  this 
Hiftory  ;  the  Impartiality  of  which  will  not  admit 
of  any  Abridgment.     And  firft,  the  Archbifhop. 

My  Lords  all, 

WITH  humble  Submifiion  of  my  whole  Abp  Heath's 
Talk  unto  your  Honours,  I  purpofe  to  sP«ch  againft  it. 
fpeak  to  the  Body  of  this  A 61,  touching  the  Su- 
premacy :  And  that  the  Doings  of  this  honour- 
able Aflembly  may  therein  be  always  further 
honourable,  two  Things  are  right  needful  and  ne- 
ceflary  of  your  Wifdoms  to  be  confidered.  Firft, 
when  by  the  Virtue  of  this  Adl  of  Supremacy, 
we  muft  forfake  and  flee  from  the  See  of  Rome,  it 
would  be  confidered  by  your  Wifdoms,  what 
Manner  of  Danger  and  Inconvenience,  or  elfe 
whether  there  be  none  at  all.  Second,  when  the 
Intent  of  this  A61  is  to  give  unto  the  Queen's 
Highnefs  a  Supremacy,  it  would  be  confidered  of 
your  Wifdoms  what  this  Supremacy  is,  and  whe- 
ther it  do  confift  in  Spiritual  Government  or  in 
Temporal.  If  in  Temporal,  what  further  Au- 
thority can  this  Houfe  give  unto  her  Highnefs, 
than  fhe  hath  already  by  Right  and  Inheritance, 
and  not  by  your  Gift,  but  by  the  Appointment  of 
God  ?  She  being  our  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady, 
our  King  and  Queen,  our  Emperor  and  Emprefs ; 
other  Kings  and  Princes  of  Duty  ought  to  pay 
f  Tribute  unto  her,  (he  being  free  from  them  all. 

'If 

(/)  Heatb,  Turk.  Bayr.,  Coventry. 

Bonner,  London.  Turbernjik,  Exeter, 

White,  Winchefier.  Scot,  Cbcler. 

Pate,  Worcejler.  Og'-.tborpe,  Carlifie. 

Kitchen,   Landaff.  leckcnham,  Abbot  of  Wejlminjlcr. 

All  of  whom,  except  Kiteht  n  nlhar-daff,  were  afterwards  depriv'd 
for  Non-  Comp.iance. 

(k)  Stryfe1!  Annals,  Vol  2.  Pag,  6,  &c.  in  Appendice. 
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Qgeen  Elizabeth. 6  If  you  will  fay,  that  this  Supremacy  doth  confift 
J"J58.  '  in  Spiritual  Government,  then  it  would  be  confi- 
'  dered,what  this  Spiritual  Government  is,  and  in 
'  what  Points  it  doth  chiefly  remain.  Which  being 
'  firft  agreed  upon,  it  would  be  further  confideredof 
'  your  Wifdoms,  whether  this  Houfe  may  grant 
'  them  unto  her  Highnefs,  or  not ;  and  whether 
*■  her  Highnefs  be  an  apt  Perfon  to  receive  the  fame, 
'  or  not.     And  by  the  thorough  Examination  of 

*  all  thefe  Parts,  your  Honours  fhall  proceed  in  this 
'  Matter  groundly  upon  thorough  Knowledge,  and 

*  not  be  deceived  by  Ignorance. 

*  Now  to  the  firft  Point,  wherein  Ipromifedto 
'  examine  this  forfaking  and  flying  from  the  See  of 
f  Rome,  what  Matter  either  of  Weight,  Danger  or 
'  Inconvenience  doth  confift  therein  ?  And,  if  by 
'  this  our  relinquifhing  of  the  See  of  Rome  there 

*  were  none  other  Matter  therein,  than  a  withdraw- 

*  ing  of  our  Obedience  from  the  Pope's  Perfon, 

*  Paul  the  iVth  of  that  Name,  which  hath  declared 

*  himfelf  to  be  a  very  auftere  ftern  Father  unto  us, 

*  ever  fince  his  firft  Entrance  into  Peter  's  Chair, 
'  then  the  Caufe  were  not  of  fuch  great  Importance, 

*  as  it  is  in  very  deed  ;  when,  by  the  relinquifhing 
'  and  forfaking  of  the  See  of  Rome,  we  muft  forfake 
'  and  fly  from  thefe  four  Things.  Firft,  we  muft 
'  forfrke  and  fly  from  all  general  Councils.  Se- 
'  condly,    we  muft  fly    from  all  Canonical   and 

*  Ecclefiaftical  Laws  of  the  Church  of  Chriji. 
c  Thirdly,  from  the  Judgment  ofall  other  Christian 
'  Princes.  Fourthly,  and  hrftly,  werimuft  forfake 
'  and  fly  from  the  Unity  of  Cbri/t's  Church,  and  by 

*  leaping  out  of  Peter's  Ship,  hazard  ourfelves  to  be 
'  overwnclmed  and  drowned  in  the  Waters  of 
'  Schifm,  Seels  and  Divifions. 

'  Firft,  touching  general  Councils,  I  fhall  only 

4  name  unto  you  theiq  Four;  Nicene  Council,  Con- 

*  jlantinoptlitan,  Ephefine  and  Cbalcedon  Council, 
'  whirh  are  approved  ofall  Men,  doubted  of  or  de- 
y  nied  of  no  Man.     Of  the  which   four  Councils 

*  St.  Gregory  writeth  in  this  wife,  Sicut  enirn  Satifti 
Q.  Evangelii  quatuor  Libi  os,  fa  kac  quatuor  Concilia, 
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f  fcilicet  Nicen.  Conflantinopolitan.  Epbefm.  et  Chal-  QneenEHzabeth. 

*  cedotienfe  fufcipere  ac  venerari  vie  fateor.  At  the  Ni-     "   1558- 
4  cene  Council,  the  firft  of  the  Four,  the  Bifhops 

*  which  were  aflembled,  did  write  their  Epiftle  to 
'  Sylvejler,  then  Bifhop  of  Rome,  That  their  De- 

*  crees  made  there  mull  be  confirmed  by  his  Au- 

*  thority.  At  the  Council  kept  at  Cotiflantinople, 
'  all  the  Bifhops  there  were  obedient  to  Damafe^ 
4  then  Bifhop  of  Rome.     He,  as  chief  Judge  of  that 

*  Council,  did  give-Sentence  againft  the  Hereticks, 
1  Macedonians,  Sabellians,  and  Eunomiam  ;  which 
4  Eunomim  was  both  an  Arian,  and  the  firft  Author 
'  of  this  Herefie,  that  olily  Faith  doth  juftify  ;  and 
4  here,  by  the  Way,  it  is  much  to  be  lamented, 
4  that  we,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Realm,  are  much 
4  more  inclined  to  raife  up  the  Errors  and  Seels  of 
4  ancient  and  condemned  Hereticks,  than  to  follow 
'  the  approved  Doctrine  of  the  Moft  Catholick  and 

*  Learned  Fathers  of  Cbri/t's  Church.  At  the Epbejyn 
1  Council,  Neftorius,  the  Heretick,  was  condemned 
4  by  Celefiine,  then  Bifhop  of  Rome,  he  being  the 
4  Chief  Judge  there.  At  Cbalcedon,  all  the  Bi- 
4  fhops  alfembled  there,  did  write  their  humble  Sub- 
4  miffion  unto  Leo,  then  Bifhop  of  Rome,  wherein 
4  they  did  acknowledge  him  to  be  their  chief  Head. 
4  Therefore  to  deny  the  See  Apoftolick,  were  to 
4  comtemn  and  fet  at  nought  the  Judgment  of  thefe 
4  four  Councils. 

4  Second,  we  muflforfake  and  fly  from  all  Cano- 
4  nical  and  Ecclefiaftical  Laws  of  Chrijl's  Church, 

4  whereunto  we  have  already  con fe fled  our  Obedi- 

*  ence  at  the  Font,  faying,  Qredo  Sanclam  Ecclefi- 
4  am  Catholicam  ;  which  Article  containeth,  That 
4  we  muft  believe  not  only  that  there  is  a  Holy  Ca- 

*  tholick  Church,  but  that  we  muft  receive  alio  the 
4  Dodlnne  and  Sacraments  of  the  fame  Church,  o- 
4  bey  her  Laws,  and  live  according  unto  the  fame; 
4  which  Laws  do  depend  wholly  upon  the  Authori- 
4  ty  of  the  See  Apoftolick.  And  like  as  it  was  here 
4  openly  confefled  by  the  Judges  of  this  Realm,  that 

*  the  Laws  made  and  agreed  upon,  in  the  Higher 
c  and  Lower  Houie  of  this  honourable  Parliament, 

4  be 
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Que«n Elizabeth.4  beoffmall  or  none  EfFecT:,  before  the  real  AfTent 
'SJ*  *  of  the  King  and  Prince  be  given  thereto ;  fem- 
blably  Ecclefiaftical  Laws  made,  cannot  bind  the 
Univerfal  Church  of  Chrijl,  without  the  real 
Aflent  and  Confirmation  of  the  See  Apoftolick. 
*  The  Third,  We  muft  forfake  and  fly  from  the 
Judgment  of  all  Chriftian  Princes,  whether  they 
be  Proteftants  or  Catholick,  when  none  of  them 
do  agree  with  thefe  our  Doings  ;  King  Henry 
the  Eighth  being  the  very  firft  that  ever  took  upon 
him  the  Title  of  Supremacy.  And  whereas  it 
was  of  late  here  in  this  Houfe  faid  by  an  honoura- 
ble Man,  That  the  Title  is,  of  Right,  due  unto 
the  King,  for  that  he  is  a  King ;  then  it  would 
follow,  That  Herod,  being  a  King,  mould  be 
Supreme  Head  of  the  Church  at  Jerufalem  j  and 
Nero,  the  Emperor,  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church 
of  Chrift  at  Rome,  they  both  being  Infidels,  and 
thereby  no  Members  of  C brill's  Church.  And  if 
our  Saviour  J  ejus  Chrijl,  at  his  Departure  from 
this  World,  fhould  have  left  the  Spiritual  Govern- 
ment of  his  Church  in  the  Hands  of  Emperors 
and  Kings,  and  not  to  have  committed  the  fame 
unto  his  Apoftles,  how  negligent  then  mould  he 
have  left  his  Church,  it  lhall  appear  right  well  ; 
by  calling  to  your  Remembrance,  that  the  Em- 
peror, Conjlantinm  Magnus,  was  the  firft  Chrifti- 
an Emperor,  and  reigned  about  three  hundred 
Years  after  the  Abfence  of  Chrijl :  If  therefore 
by  your  Proportion  Conjlantine,  the  firft  Chriftian 
Emperor,  was  the  firft  Chief  Head  and  Spiritual 
Governor  of  Chri/l's  Church  throughout  his  Em- 
pire, then  it  folio  we  th,  how  that  our  Saviour 
Chrijl,  for  that  whole  Time  and  Space  of  three 
hundred  Years,  untill  the  Coming  of  this  Conjlan- 
tine,  left  h:s  Church,  which  he  had  dearly  bought 
by  the  Effufion  of  his  moll  precious  Blood,  with- 
out a  Head  ;  and  therefore,  hew  untrue  the  Say- 
ing of  this  Nobleman  was,  it  lhall  further  appear 
by  the  Example  of  Kinr  Ozias,  and  alfo  of  King 
David :  For  when  King  Ozias  did  take  the  Cen- 
ter to  incenfe  the  Altar  of  God,  the  Pricft  Azari- 

'  as 
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£2^  did  refill  him,  and  expel  him  out  of  the  Temple,  Queen EtfwbeUu 
and  faid  unto  him  thcfe  Words,  Non  ejl  Officii  tui,  *55  * 
Ozia,  ut  adoleas  Jncenfum  Domino^  fed  eft  Sacerdotis 
elFiliorum  Jar  on  ;  ad  hujufmodi  enim  Officium  con- 
fecratifunt.  Now  I  fhall  moft  humbly  demand 
of  you  this  Queftion,  When  this  Prieil,  Azarias* 
faid  unto  this  KmgOzias,  Non  efl  Officii  tut,  &c. 
Whether  he  faid  Truth  or  no  ?  If  you  anfwer, 
that  hefpoke  the  Truth,  then  the  King  Ozias  was 
not  the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church  of  the  Jews: 
If  you  fhall  fay,  No  ;  Why  did  God  then  plague 
the  King  with  a  Leprofy,  and  not  the  Prieft  ? 
The  Prieft  Azarias,  in  refilling  the  King,  and 
thrufling  him  out  of  the  Temple,  in  fo  doing, 
did  he  play  the  faithful  Part  of  a  Subject,  or  no  ? 
If  you  anfwer,  No  j  Why  did  God  then  fpare 
the  Prieft,  and  plague  the  King  ?  If  you  anfwer, 
Yea  ;  then  it  is  moft  manifeft,  Ozias,  in  that  he 
was  a  King,  could  not  be  Supreme  Head  of  the 
Church.  And,  as  touching  the  Example  of  King 
David,  in  bringing  Home  the  Ark  of  God  from 
the  Philijlines,  ad  Civitatem  David,  What  Supre- 
macy and  Spiritual  Government  of  God's  Ark 
did  King  David  there  take  upon  him  ?  Did  he 
place  himfelf  amongft  the  Priefts,  or  take  upon 
him  any  Spiritual  Function  unto  the  Priefts  ap- 
pertaining ?  Did  he  approach  near  unto  the  Ark, 
or  yet  prefume  to  touch  the  fame ;  no,  doubtlefs, 
when  before  he  faw  Ozias  ftricken  by  the  Hand 
of  God  for  the  like  Arrogancy  and  Prefumption  ; 
(I)  and  therefore  King  David  did  go  from  the 
Ark  of  God  with  his  Harp,  making  Melody,  and 
placed  himfelf  amongft  the  Minllrels;  and  fo 
humbly  did  abafe  himfelf,  being  a  King,  as  to 
dance,  skip,  and  leap  before  the  Ark  of  God,  like 
as  his  other  Subjects.  Infomuch,  that  Queen 
Micboll,  King  Said's  Daughter,  beholding  and 
feeing  the  great  Humility  of  King  David,  did 
difdain  thereat.     Whereunto   King  David  faid, 

'  Ludarriy 

(/)  Here  the  Atchbifhop  forgot  that  Ozias  was  not  before  David, 
fcut  many  Years  after  him.  Strypc. 
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Queen  Elizabeth. 6  Ludam,  et  vilior  fiam,  plufquam  faclus  futn  coram 
J55s-         '  Domino  meo,  qui  me  elegit  pot  ius  quam.  Pair  em  tuum 

*  aut  Domum  Patris  tui.  And  whereas  Queen 
'  Micholl  was  therefore  plagued  at  the  Hand  of  God 
'  perpetua  Steri/itate,   King  David  received  great 

*  Praife  for  his  Humility. 

'  Now  it  may  pleafe  your  Honours,  which  of 
'  both  thefe  Kings  Examples  it  mail  be  raoft  con- 

*  venient  for  your  Wifdoms  to  move  our  Queen's 
'  Highnefs  to  follow  ;  the  Example  of  the  proud 
'  King  Ozias,  and  by  your  Perfuafions  and  Coun- 
'  fells,  to  take  upon  her  Spiritual  Government, 
4  thereby  adventuring  yourfelves  to  be  plagued  at 
'  God's  Hands,  as  King  Ozias  was  ;  or  elfe  to  fol- 
'  low  the  Example  of  good  King  David,  which  in 
'  Refufal  of  all  Spiritual  Government  about  the 
'  Ark  of  God,  did  humble  himfelf  as  I  have  declared 

*  unto  you  ?  Whcreunto  our  Sovereign  Lady  the 
'  Queen's  Highnefs  of  her  own  Nature  very  well 
'  inclined  and  bent,  we  may  allure  ourfelves  to  have 

*  of  her  Highnefs  as  humble,  as  virtuous,  and  as 
'  godly  a  Miftreis  to  reign  over  us,  as  ever  had 
'  EngVfl)  People  here  in  this  Realm ;  if  that  her 
'  Highnefs  be  not,  by  our  Flattery  and  Diflimulati- 

*  on,  feduced  and  beguiled, 

'  Fourth  and  Laft,  we  mull  forfake  and  fly  from 

*  the  Unity  of  Cbri/i's  Church,    when  St.  Cyprian, 

*  that  holy  Martyr,  faith,  Wat  the  Unity  of  the 
r  Church  of  Chrift  doth  depend  upon  the  Unity  of 
'  Peter1*  Authority  ;  therefore  by  our  leaping  out  of 

*  Peter's  Ship,  we  muft  needs  be  overwhelmed  with 
4  the  Waters  of  Schifm,  Seels  and  Divifions.     For 

*  the  fame  holy  Martyr,  St.  Cyprian,  faith  in  his 
'  Third  Epiftle  ad  Cornelium,  that  all  Herefies, 
4  Seels  and   Schifms  do  fpring  only,  for  that  Men 

*  w:ll  not    be  obedient  unto   the  Head  Bifhop  of 

*  God.    The  Latin  thereof. is,  Neque  enim  aliunde 

*  Hterefes  aborta  funt,  aut  not  a  fint  Schifinata,  quin 

*  inde  qucd  Sacerdoti  Dei  non  obtemperatur.  And 
'  how  true  this  Saying  of  Cyprian  is,  if  is  apparent 

*  to  all  Men  that  lifteth  to  fce  by  the  Example  of 

*  the  Germans,  and  by  the  Inhabitefs  of  this  Realm. 

J  And 
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1  And  by  our  forfaking  and  flying  from  the  Unity  Queen  Elizabeth* 

'  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  this  Inconveniency,  a-       J558., 

1  mongft  many,  mull  confequently  follow  thereof, 

6  That  either  we  muft  grant  the  Church  of  Rome 

1  to  be  the  Church  of  God,  or  elfe  a  malignant 

'  Church.     If  you  anfwer,  that  it  is  of  God,  where 

«  Jefus  Chrijl  is  truly  taught,  and  all  his  Sacraments 

'  rightly  miniftered  ;  how  then  may  we  disburden 

«  ourfelves  of  our  forfaking  and  flying  that  Church, 

*  whom  we  do  confefs  and  acknowledge  to  be  of 
'  God,  when  with  that  Church,  which  is  of  God, 

*  we  ought  to  be  one,  and  not  to  admit  any  Sepa- 

*  ration  ?  If  you  anfwer,  that  the  Church  of  Rome 
'  is  not  of  God,  but  a  malignant  Church  j  then  it 
<  will  follow,  that  we,  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
'  Realm,  have  not  as  yet  received  any  Benefit  of 
'  Chrijl,  when  we  have  received  no  other  Gofpel, 
«  no  other  Doctrine,  no  other  Faith,  no  other  Sacra- 
4  ments,  than  were    fent  us  from  the  Church  of 

*  Rome.  Firft,  in  King  Lucius  his  Days,  at  whofe 
'  humble  Epiftle  the  holy  Martyr  Elutherius,  then 
'  Bifhop  of  Rome,  did  lend  unto  this  Realm  two 
'  holy  Monks,  Faganus  and  Damianus,   by  whofe 

*  Doctrine  we  were  firft  put  to  Knowledge  of  the 
'  Faith  of  Jefus  Chrijl,  of  his  Gofpel,  and  of  his 
"  moft  blefTed  Sacraments.  Second,  holy  St.  Gre- 
'  gory,  being  Biftiop  of  Rome ,  did  fend  into  this 
'  Realm  two  other  holy  Monks,  St.  Auguflin  and 
'  Mellitus,  to  revive  the  very  felf  fame  Faith  of  Je- 
c  fus  Chrift,  that  was  before  planted  in  this  Realm  in 

*  the  Days  of  King  Lucius.  Third,  and  Laft, 
'  Paulus  Tertius,  being  Bifhop  of  Rome,  did  fend  the 

*  Lord    Cardinal  Pole's  good   Grace,  by  Birth   a 

*  Nobleman  of  this  Realm,  as  his  Legate,  to  reftore 

*  us  to  the  fame  Faith  that  the  blefled  Martyr  Elu- 

*  therius  and   holy  St.  Gregory  had  planted  here  in 

*  this  Realm  many  Years  before.     If  therefore  the 

*  Church  of  Rome  be  not  of  God,  but  a  malignant 
f  Church,  then  we  have  been  deceived  all  this 
'  while;  when  the  Gofpel,  the  Doctrine,  Faith  and 

*  Sacraments  muft  be  of  the  fame  Nature  that  the 

*  Church  is  of  from  whence  it  came.    And  there- 

*  fore 
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Queen  Elizabeth.'  fore  in  relinquifhing  and  forfaking  of  that  Church, 
*558,         '  as  a  malignant  Church,  the  Inhabitants  of  this 

*  Realm  fhall  be  forced  to  feek  further  for  another 
'  Gofpel  of  Chriji,  other  Dodlrine,  Faith,  and  Sa- 
'  craments,  than  we  hitherto  have  received.    Which 

*  fhall  breed  fuch  a  Schifm  and  Error  in  Faith,  a$ 
'  was  never  in  any  Chriftian  Realm  :  And  therefore 
'  of  your  Wi$oms  worthy  Confideration,  and 
6  maturely  to  be  provided  for,  before  you  pafs  this 

*  Act  of  Supremacy. 

*  Thus  much    touching  the  firft  chief  Point. 

*  Now  to  the  fecond  chief  Point  ;  wherein  1  pro- 
'  mifed  to  move  your  Honours  to  confider  what 
'  this  Supremacy  is,  which  we  go  about  by  virtue 
'  of  this  Adt,  to  give  unto  the  Queen's  Highnefs, 
'  and  wherein  it  doth  confift  ;  as,  whether  in  Spi- 
'  ritual  Government,  or  in  Temporal.     If  in  Spi* 

*  ritual,  like  as  the  Words  of  the  Act  do  import, 
'  Supream  Head  of  the  Church  of  England,  im- 
'  mediate  and  next  under  God ;  then  it  would   be 

*  confidered  of  your  Wifdoms  in  what  Points  this 
'  Spiritual  Government  doth  confift  ;  and  the 
'  Points  being  well  known,  it  would  be  confidered, 
'  whether  this  Houfe  have  Authority  to  grant 
'  them,  and  her  Highnefs  Ability  to  receive  the 
'  fame. 

'  And,  as  touching  the  Point  wherein  the  Spi- 
c  ritual  Government  doth  confift,  I  have,  in  read- 
'  ing  the  Gofpel,  obferved  thefe  four,  amongft 
'  many ;  whereof  the  firft  is   to  loofe  and  bind, 

*  when  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chri/l,  in  ordaining  Pe- 

*  ter  to  be  the  Chief  Governour  of  his  Church,  faid 
'  unto  him,  Ttbi  dabo  claves  regni  ccelorum  ;  quod- 
'  cunque  ligaveris  fuper  terram,  erit  ligatum  13  in 
'  ccelh ;  &  quodcunquefolverisy  eritfolutum  £s?  in  ccelis. 
'  Now  it  would  be  confidered  of  your  Wifdoms, 
'  whether  you  have  fufficient  Authority  to  grant 
•  unto  her  Highnefs  this  firft  Point  of  Spiritual 
'  Government,  and  to  fay  to  her,  Tib:  dabimus  cla- 
'  ves  regni  ccelorum*  If  you  fay,  Yea,  then  we  re- 
'  quire  the  Sight  of  your  Warrant  and  CommiiTion 
<  by  the  Virtue  of  God's  Word  :  And  if  you  jay, 

i  No, 
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No,  then  you  may  be  well  afTured,  and  perfuade  Queen  Elizabeth, 
yourfelves,  that  you  have  no  fufficient  Authority    "   *55?' 
to  makeherHighnefs  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church 
here  in  this  Realm.     The  fecond  Point  of  Spiri- 
tual Government,  is  gathered  of  thefe  Words  of 
our  Saviour  Jeftts  Chrijl,  fpoken  unto  Peter  in 
the  xxi.  Chapter  of  St.   Johns  Gofpel,  Pafce* 
Pafce,  Pafce.     Now  whether  your  Honours  have 
Authority,  by  this  High  Court  of  Parliament,  to 
fay  unto  our  Sovereign  Lady,  Pafce,  Pafce,  Pafce, 
you  mud  fhew  your  Warrant  and  Commiffion. 
And  further,  that  her  Highnefs,  being  a  Woman 
by  Birth  and  Nature,  is  not  qualified  by  God's 
Word  to  feed  the  Flock  of  Chrijl,  it  appeareth 
moft  plainly    by  St.  Paul  on  this  wife,  faying, 
Taceant  Mulieres  in  Ec clefts  :  Nonenimpermittetur 
en  loqui,fed  fubditas  ejfc,  ficut  dkit  lex:  And  it 
followeth  in  the  fame  Place,  Quod  turpe  ejl  muli- 
eri  hqui  in  Ecclefiis.   And  in  his  firft  Epiftle  to  Ti- 
mothy, the  fecond  Chapter,  faith,  Docere  autem 
Mulieri  non  permitto,  neque  dominari  in  Virum9 
fed  infilentio  efi'e.     Therefore  it  appeareth,  That 
like  as  your  Honours  have  not   his  Authority  to 
give  her  Highnefs  this  fecond  Point  of  Spiritual 
Government,  to  feed  the  Flock  of  Chrift ;  (o,  by 
Paul's  Doctrine,  her  Highnefs  may  not  inter- 
meddle herfelf  with  the  fame.      Therefore  fhe 
cannot  be  Supreme  Head  of  Chrift's  Church  here 
in  this  Realm.     The  third  and  chief  Point  of  Spi- 
ritual Government,  is  gathered  of  the  Words  of 
our  Saviour  J e fits  Chrijl,  fpoken  unto  Peter,  Luke 
the  xxii.  Chapter,  Ego  rogavi  pro  te,  ut  non  defi- 
ciat  fides  tiiai  Et  tu  aliqaando  converfus  confirma 
fratres  tuos.      Whereby  it  appeareth,  that  one 
chief  Point  of  Spiritual  Government  is  to  confirm 
his  Brethren,  and  ratifie  them  both  by  wholefome 
Doctrine,  and  Adminiftration  oftheblefled  Sacra- 
ments.    But  to  preach  or  minifter  the  Holy  Sa- 
craments, a  Woman  may  not ;  neither  may  fhe 
be  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church  of  Chrift.     The 
fourth  and  laft  Point  of  Spiritual  Government* 
which  I  promiied  to  obferve  and  note  unto  you. 
Vol.  III.  C  c  *  doth 
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Q3«enZJizal.eth.'  doth  confift  in  Excommunication,  and  Spiritual 
1  Punilhment,  of  all  fuch  as  fhall  approve  them- 
felves  not  10  be  the  obedient  Children  of  Chriji's 
Church.  Of  the  which  Authority  our  Saviour 
Chr'Ul  fpeaketh,  in  St.  Matthew  the xviii.  Chapter, 
there  faying,  Die  Ecckfia.  Si  autem  Ecckftam  non 
audierit,  fit  tibi  tanquam  Ethnicus  &  PubUcanus. 
And  the  Apoftle  St.  Paul  did  excommunicate  the 
notorious  Fornicator  that  was  amongft  the  Ca~ 
rinths,  by  the  Authority  of  his  Apoftleihip. 
Unto  the  which  Apoftles,  Chri/l,  afcending  into 
Heaven,  did  leave  the  whole  Spiritual  Govern- 
ment of  his  Church,  as  it  appeareth  by  the  plain 
Words  of  Paul,  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Ephefians,  the 
iv.  Chapter :  Ipfe  dedit  Ecckfia  fua  quo/darn  Apof- 
tolsSy  alios  Evangelijlas,  alios  Pa/lores  tf?  Declares , 
in  opus  mini/lerii,  in  adificationem  corporis  Cbri/li. 
But  a  Woman,  in  the  Degrees  of  Chrifl's  Church, 
is  not  called  to  be  an  Apoftle,  nor  Evangelift,  nor 
to  be  a  Shepherd,  neither  a  Doctor,  or  Preacher. 
Therefore  (he  cannot  be  Supreme  Head  of  Chrift's 
militant  Church,  nor  yet  of  any  Parr  thereof. 
*  Thus  much  I  have  here  laid,  Right  Honourable 
and  my  very  good  Lords,  againft  this  Adt  of  Su- 
premacy ;  for  the  Difcharge  of  my  Confcience, 
and  for  the  Love,  Dread  and  Fear,  that  I  chiefly 
owe  unto  God  and  my  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen's  Highnefs,  and  unto  your  Lordfhips  all  ; 
when  otherwife,  and  without  mature  Confidera- 
tion  ofthefe  Premifles,  your  Honours  fhall  never 
be  able  to  (hew  your  Faces  before  y©ur  Enemies 
in  this  Matter  5  being  fo  rafh  an  Example  and 
Spectacle  in  Chi  ill's  Church,  as  in  this  Realm 
only  to  be  found,  and  in  none  other.  Thus 
humbly  befeeching  your  good  Honours  to  take  in 
good  Part  this  rude  and  plain  Speech  that  I  have 
here  ufed,  of  much  good  Zeal  and  Will,  I  fhall 
now  leave  to  tiouble  your  Honours  any  longer.' 

It  does  not  appear  at  what  Time  the  former 
Speech  was  delivei'd  ;  but,  it  was  on  the  lecond 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  that  Scott,  Bifhop  of  Cbejier, 
ftood  up  and  fpoke  as  follows : 
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Queen  Elizabeth. 


Bp.   Scott's 


My  Lord,  and  my  Lords  all, 

I  Do  perceive  that  this  Bill  hath  now  been  twice 
read,  and  by  the  Order  of  this  Houfe  mutt  s*^™^ 
be  read  the  third  Time.  Which  Order  I  think  rearing  tLc 
was  appointed  to  be  obferved  for  this  End,  That  Supremacy; 
every  Man,  being  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  fhould 
fully  understand,  and  fo  at  large  fpeak  his  Mind 
and  Confcience  in  the  Contents  of  all  the  Bills  pro 
ferred  and  read  here,  before  that  they  be  ena&ed 
and  eftablifhed  as  Laws.  Wherefore  I  coniider- 
ing  that  this  Bill  hath  been  now  twice  read,  and 
hath  accordingly  been  fpoken  unto  gravely,  wife- 
ly and  learnedly,  by  divers  of  this  honourable 
Company  ;  and  that  I  for  my  Part  as  yet  have 
faid  nothing  therein  ;  I  mail  moft  humbly  defire 
your  good  Lordfhips  to  give  me  Leave,  and  pati- 
ently to  hear  what  I  have  to  fay,  as  concerning 
this  prefent  Bill.  And  yet  to  confefs  unto  your 
Lordfhips  the  Truth  ;  there  be  two  Things  that 
do  much  move  me,  and  as  it  were  pull  me  back 
from  fpeaking  any  Thing  in  this  Matter.  The 
firft  is,  That  I  perceive  the  Queen's  Highnefs, 
whom  I  pray  God  long  to  prefer ve,  is  as  it  were 
a  Party  therein  ;  unto  whom  I  do  acknowledge 
that  1  owe  Obedience,  not  only  for  Wrath  and 
Difpleafure's  Sake,  but  for  Confcience  Sake,  and  , 
that  by  the  Scriptures  of  God.  The  fecond  isf 
The  Reverence  I  have  to  thofe  Noblemen,  unto 
whom  this  Bill  was  committed  to  be  weighed 
and  confidered  ;  whofe  Doings  I  allure  your  good 
Lordfhips  is  a  great  Comfort  not  only  unto  me* 
but  alfo,  as  I  do  think,  unto  all  that  be  of  the 
Profeflion  that  I  am  of,  with  many  other  befides. 
Firft,  for  that  their  DeVotion  towards  Almighty 
God  doth  appear ;  feing  they  will  not  fuffer 
the  Service  of  the  Church,  and  the  due  Admi- 
ftration  of  the  holy  Sacraments  thereof,  to  be  dif- 
anulled,  or  already  altered,  but  to  be  contained 
[retained]  as  they  have  been  heretofore  .  And* 
fecond ly,  for  that  their  Charity  and  Pity*  towards 
the  poor  Clergy  of  this  Realm,  doth  appear  in 
C  c  x  c  miti- 
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Queen Elizabeth,     mitigating  the  extream  Penalties  mentioned  in  this 
J558-        '  Bill,  for  the    Gainfayers  of  the  Contents  of  the 
fame. 

*  But  there  be  two  otherThings  of  more  Weigh  t , 
that  do  move  me  to  fpeak  in  this  Matter  what  I 
think.  The  firft  is  Almighty  God,  which  I  know 
doth  look,  that,  according  to  the  Profeflion 
whereunto  (although  I  be  unworthy  J  I  am  cal- 
led, I  mould  fpeak  my  Mind  in  fuch  Matters  as 
this  is,  when  they  be  called  in  Queftion.  The 
fecond  is  my  Confcience,  which  doth  urge  me  to 
do  the  fame. 

*  Wherefore,  now.  to  fpeak  of  the  Matter,  this  I 
fay,  That  our  Faith  and  Religion  is  maintained 
and  continued  by  no  one  Thing  fo  much  as  by  U- 
nity,  which  Unity  is  continued  and  maintained  in 
CbrijVs  Church,  even  as  Concord  and  good  Order 
is  maintained  in  a  Commonwealth.  Wherein  as  we 
fee  for  civil  Quietnefs,  there  is  appointed  in  every 
Village  one  Conftable.  And  left  there  fhould  any 
Variance  fall  amongft  them,  there  is,  again,  in  e- 
very  Hundred  one  Head- Conftable,  in  whom  all 
the  other  Inferiors  be  as  knit  in  one.  And  where 
there  be  in  one  Shire  divers  Hundreds, :  to  make  a- 
way  all  Controverfies,  as  might  chance  amongft 
the  faid  Head-Conftables  of  thefe  Hundreds,  of 
that  they  be  joined  as  in  one.  The  Sheriffs  like- 
wife  be  joined  in  one  Prince,  which  Prince  being 
deprived  of  his  princely  Authority,  the  Unity 
and  Concord  of  that  Realm  is  diflblved,  and  eve- 
ry Man  choofeth  himfelf  a  new  Lord.  Even  fo 
it  is  in  the  Church  of  Chrift,  according  to  the 
Commandment  of  St.  Paul.  There  is  in  every 
Village  at  the  leaft  one  Pried  ;  in  every  City  one 
Bifhop,  in  whom  all  the  Priefts  within  the  Dio- 
cek  be  knit  in  one  ;  in  every  Province  one  Me- 
tropolitan, in  v\bom,  for  the  avoiding  of  Con- 
troverfies, all  the  Bifhops  of  that  Province  be  join- 
ed ;  and  for  Unity  to  be  obferved  amongft  the 
Metropolitans,  they  be  likewife  joined  in  one 
Hij;h  Bifhop,  called  the  Pope,  whole  Authority 
being  taken  away,  the  Sheep,  as  the  Scripture 

4  faith, 
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faith,  be  fcattered  abroad.     For  avoiding  whereof,  Queen  Elizalxth, 
our  Saviour  Chriji^  before  his  Death,  prayed   that        »5S8. 
we  might  be  all  one,  as  his  Father  and  he  be  one  ; 
which  Thing  cannot  be,  except  we  have  all  one 
Head.     And  therefore  Almighty  God  find  by  the 
Prophet  Ezekiei,  Su/citabo  fuper  eos  Pa/lorem  vnum: 
I  will  ftir  up  over   them  one  Pallor.      And  our 
Saviour  in  the  Gofpel  likewife  faith,  There  (hall 
be  one  Pallor,  and  one  Sheep-Fold.     Which  Sen- 
tences peradventure  fome  Men  will  fay  to  be  ap- 
plied only  to  our  Saviour  Chrifl,  which,  in  very 
deed,  I  mull  needs    grant  to  be  fo ;    yet,  this  I 
may  fey,  Thefe  Places  be  applied  to  him  only, 
as  other  like  Places  of  Scripture  be  ;  for  it  is  faid 
in  the  Scripture,  that  only  God  is  immortal ;  and 
by  Participation  with   him,  all   we  that  be  true 
Chriflian  Men  be  made  immortal :    Only  God 
forgiveth  Sin,  and  yet,  by  Commifiion  from  him, 
Priefls  have  Authority  to  forgive  Sin.     He  is  on- 
ly King,  and  by  Com  million  m'aketh  Kings ;  and 
likewife  he  is  only  Priefl  after  the  Order  of  Mel- 
chlfedec^  and  by  Commilfion  maketh  Priefls :  He 
of  himfelf,  and  by  none  other  ;  all  the  reft  by  him, 
and  not  of  themfelves.  So  he  is  our  only  Pallor, 
and  by  Commiflion  hath  made  other  Pallors,  and 
efpecially  one  to  be  Vicar- General  on  Earth,  to 
govern  and  rjile  all  his  whole  Flock  in  Unity  and 
Concord,  and  in  avoiding  of  Schifms  and  Divifi- 
ons.     And  likewife  as  he  ferit  one  Holy  Ghoft, 
to  rule  and  govern  his  People  inwardly,  fo  he  ap- 
pointed one  Governor,  to  rule  and  lead  them  out- 
wardly. 

«  Which  one  Head-Governor  cannot  be  applied 
to  any  Temporal  Prince.  For  then  either  we  mulfc 
needs  grant  that  the  Church  of  Chriji  was  not 
perfedl,  but  rather  a  mank  Body  without  a  Head 
by  the  Space  of  three  hundred  Years  and  more, 
(for  fo  long  was  it  after  the  Death  of  our  Saviour 
Chriji  before  there  was  one  Chrillian  Prince  in 
all  the  World)  or  elfe,  Chrifl  appointed  an  Infi- 
del, being  no  Member  of  his  Church,  to  be  Head 
thereof  j  which  both  be  Abfurdities.  Again,  that 
C  c  -i  <  Chrift 
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Queen  Elizabeth. '  Chrljl  appointed  no  Temporal  Prince  to  be  Head 
1558.        '  of  his  Church  it  appeareth,  by  that  we  fee  in  di- 
vers Kingdoms  there  be  divers  and  fundry  Princes 
and  Rulers  ;  fo  that  there  mould  by  that  Means- 
be  many  Heads  of  one  Body,  the  which  were  a 
monftrous  Thing.     Thirdly,    That  he  appointed 
no  Temporal  Prince  to  be  Head  of  the  Church, 
it  appeareth  by  the  Worditfelf  fpoken  by  our  Sa- 
viour Chri/I,  Pafce,  Feed,  which  he  fpoke  not  to 
Herod,  Pilate,  nor  yet  to  Tyberius  the  Emperour. 
But  he  fpoke  them  unto  Peter,  laying,  Pafce  oves 
meas.     And  where  peradventure  iome  Men  will 
cavil  and  argue  of  the  Greek  Word  fpoken  by  our 
Saviour  Chriji  in  that  Place,  which  doth   fignify 
not  only  to  feed,  but  alfo  to  rule  and  govern  ;  I 
anfvver,  that  I  do  not  know  where  that  Word  is 
appl;ed  unto  any  Temporal  Ruler  in  the  New 
Telhment ;  and  if  it  fo  were,  yet  it  doth  not 
prove  their  Intent  ;  for  other  manifeft  and   plain 
P)aces  of  Scripture  do  exclude  them  from  fuch  Au- 
thority, not  withftanding  that  the  fame  Scripture 
doth  give  them  very  great  Authority,  command- 
ing us  to  obey  the  fame  ;    declaring  withal,  that 
they  bear  the  Sword  not  in    vain,   nor  without 
Caufe.     But  now  mark  this  Word  Sword,  which 
Princes  had  before  the  Coming  of  our  Saviour 
Chri/l  ;  and  that  he  did  give  them   any  further 
Authority  we  read  not,  but  left  them  as  he  found 
them.     And  as  he  did  give  them  no  Spiritual  Au- 
thority,   fo  I  do  not   fee   that    he  did  take  any 
Temporal  Rule  from  them.     Wherefore  he  com- 
manded   Peter  to  put  up  his   Sword,  becaufe  he 
had  given  him  other  Inftruments  to  ufe,  wherein 
was  included  his  Authority,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
Keys  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,   faying,    Tibi 
davo  clave  s  regrii  ccclcrum.     Tn  thefe  Keys,  and  in 
exercifing  of  the  fame,  confifleth   all   Authority 
Eccleiiaftical  given    by    God    unto  any    Man. 
Unto  whom  he  hath  not  by  Scripture  given  thefe 
Keys,   they   have  nc  Right  to  it.     Wherefore   it 
*  followeJ]:  that  no  Temporal  Prince  hath  any  Au- 
f  thprity  in  or  over  the  Church  of  Chrift,  fuing 

'  that 
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that  the  Keys    were  never   given  unto  any  of  Q!?een  E1!f  beth» 
them.  l  X&' 

*  And  here  I  know  it  will  be  objected  againft  me, 
that   as  this  Place  doth  make  againft  the  Supre- 
macy of  Prince?,  fo  doth   it  not   make  for  the 
Primacy  of  St.  Peter.     For   St.  John   doth  wit- 
nefs,  in  the  20th  Chapter  of  his  Gofpel,  that  our 
Saviour   Cbrifl  did  give  the  Keys  not   only  to 
Peter ■,  but  alio  unto  all   his  Apoftles,  when  he. 
did  breathe  upon  them?  faying,  Accipite  Splritum 
Sanftum :  Take  ye  the  Holy  Ghojl ;  zubofe  Sins  ye  for- 
give be  forgiven  to  them,  and  whofe  Sins  ye  retain 
are  retained.     And  divers  of  the  antient  Writers 
do  likewife  fay,  That  the  Keys  were  given  unto 
all  the  Apoftles.     But  yet  in  one  Place  or  other 
the  fame    Authors  do  declare,  that  they  were 
given  unto  Peter  principally,  as  Hilarius,  where 
he  faith,  fpeaking  of  that  Matter,  Data  funt  cla- 
ves  Petro  principalius,  in  quantum  erat  aliorum  Ca- 
pitaneus.    The  Keys  (faith  he)  were  given   to 
Peter  principally,  in  that  he  was  Chief  and  Cap- 
tain of  the  other.     And  if  that  any  Man  yet  will 
contend,  that  this  Place  doth  give  no  more  Autho- 
rity to  Peter  than  to  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles,  I 
have  read  another  Place  of  Scripture,  which  doth 
exclude  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles  from  Equality  of 
Authority  with  Peter ;  in  the  Rule  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  Church   of  Chrift,  and  that  is  the 
changing  of  his  Name  :  For,  at  Peter's  firft  meet' 
ing  with  our  Saviour   Chrijl,  his  Name  was  Sir- 
mon,  as   it   is  there  mentioned  in  thefe  Words, 
Simon,  the  Son  of  Jona,  thouJJjalt  be  called  Cephas, 
that  is  to  fay9  a  Stone  or  a  Rock.     And  for  what 
Confideration  and    End  Chrift  gave  him    that 
Name,  it  doth  appear  in  the  xvi.  of  St.  Matthew^ 
in  thefe  Words,  Tu  es  Petrus,   ifc.  Thou   art 
Peter  ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  Stone  or  a  Rock,  and 
upon  this  Stone  or  Rock  I  will  build  mv   Church. 
Here  I  fhall  defire  you  to  note,  That  Peter  hath 
a  Promife  made  unto  himfelf  alone,  which  was 
mide  to  none  other  of  the  Apoftles,  that  is,  That 
-is  he  had  received  a  new  Name,  fo  he  fhould  have 

'  a  new 
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a  new  Privilege  or  Preferment,  to  be  the  Founda- 
tion, Ground  and  Stay  of  Chrift's  Church,  being 
builded  upon  him  ;  for  he  was  called  a  Rock  or 
Stone,  for  the  Stability  and  Conftancy  that  mould 
always  appear  in  the  Church,  being  builded  upon 
him  a  ilire  Foundation  and  immoveable.  Which 
Thing  doth  now  appear  in  the  Succeffion  of  Peter: 
For  as  concerning  the  other  Apoftles,  in  their 
own  Perfons,  I  do  not  doubt  but  during  their 
Lives  natural,  they  were  as  firm  and  ftable  in  the 
Faith  of  Chriji  as  Peter  was  ;  but  for  their  Suc- 
ceffion we  have  no  fuch  Proof,  feeing  that  only 
the  Succeffion  of  Peter  doth  continue  in  the  Church 
of  Chriji  ^  the  like  appearing  in  none  of  the  other 
Apoftles.  Which  is  the  only  Stay  of  the  fame  in 
Earth,  and  undoubtedly  (hall  be  until  the  World's 
End.  This  Place  of  Scripture,  in  my  Judgment, 
if  there  were  no  more,  is  fufficient  to  prove  that 
Peter  and  his  Succeflbrs  be  appointed  of  Chriji  to 
have  the  Rule  and  Government  of  his  Church  in 
Earth  above  all  others,  both  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral ;  and  yet  I  do  know  that  there  may  and  alfo 
will  Objections  be  laid  againft  thefe  my  Sayings. 
For  fome  will  fay,  that  Chriji  himfelf  is  the  Stone 
whereupon  his  Church  is  builded,  and  fome  v,  ill 
fay,  that  the  Profeflion  that  Peter  made  of  Chriji^ 
when  he  faid,  Thou  art  the  Son  of  the  living  God. 
Which  be  both  true,  and  yet  not  repugnant  to 
that  which  I  have  faid  before:  For  all  tbefe  three 
Underftandings,  well  pondered  and  confidered  in 
their  divers  Refpec~ts,  may  Hand  together.  But  I 
do  think  that  if  the  Mind  and  Intent  of  our  Savi- 
our Chriji,  when  he  fpake  thefe  Words,  Thou  art 
Peter,  WV.  be  well  weighed,  the  Place  itfelf  doth 
declare,  that  it  is  fpecially  to  be  underfunded  of  the 
Perfon  of  Peter  and  his  Succeflbrs.  For  undoubt- 
edly he  knowing,  that  Infidelity  and  Herefies 
mould  fo  encreafe  and  abound,  that  his  Church 
and  Faith  fhould  be  in  Danger  to  be  overthrown 
and  extinguifhed,  made  Promifc  there  fo  to  pro- 
vide by  Peter  and  h;s  Succeflbrs,  thai  it  mould  be 
always  known  where  his  Faith  mould  be  had 

*  arid 


Of  ENGLAND.  39S 

1  and  fought  for  again,  if  it  were  any  where  loft,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
«  unto  all  Men  that  would,  with  Humility,  defire,       155?. 
«  feek  after,  and  receive  the  fame. 

'  So  that  we  now,  if  we   mould  underftand  the 

*  Place  of  our  Saviour  Chriji,  which  is  the  firft  and 
€  true  Stone  of  this  Building  in  very  Deed,  what 
'  Certainty  can  we  have  of  our  Faith?  Or  how 
'  {hall  we  ftay  ourfelves,  wavering  in  the  lame  in 

*  this  our  Time  ?    For  at  this  prefent  there  be  a- 

*  broad  in  Chrijiendom  thirty- four  fundry  Seels  of 
1  Opinions,  whereof  never  one  agreeth  with  ano- 
1  ther,  and  all  differ  from  the  Catholick  Church. 
;  And  every  one  of  thefe  Seels  do  fay  and  affirm 
'  conftantly,  that  their  Profefiion  and  Doctrine  is 
4  builded  upon  Chriji,  alledging  Scripture  for  the 
'  fame.     And  they   all  and  every  of  them,    thus 

*  challenging  Chriji  to  be  their  Foundation  by  Scrip- 
'  ture,  how  (hall   any  Man  know  to  which  of 

*  them  he  may  fafely  give  Credit,  and  fo  obey  and 

*  follow  ? 

'  The  like   is  to  be   faid  of  Peter's  Confeflion, 

*  wherein  we  can  have  no  fure  Tryal.  For  every 
'  one  of  thefe  Se£tsor  Herefies  doth  confefs  and  ac- 

*  knowledge  Chriji  to  be  the  Son  of  the  living  God. 
•'  So  that  I  think  I  may  conclude  that  our  Saviour 
«  Chriji  in  this  Place,  faying,  'that  he  would  build 

*  his  Church  upon  a  Stone,  did  mean  by   the  Stone 

*  Peter  and  his  Succeilbrs,  whereunto  Men  might 

*  fafely  cleave  and  lean  ;  as  unto  a  fure  and  an  un- 
'  moveable  ^ock  in   Matters  of  Faith  ;    knowing 

*  certainly  that  in  fo  doing  they  fhall  not  fall,    I 

*  mean  in  Faith  ;  as  we  do  moft  manifeftly  fee  it 
'  hath  come  to  pafs,  and  continued  for  the  Space 

*  of  a  Thoufand  Five  Hundred  Years  and  Odd. 

4  I  have  heard  objected  here  of  late  againft  the 
«  Supremacy  of  Peter  and  his  Succeilbrs,    divers 

*  Reafons  which  appear  unto  me  to  have  in  them 
'  fmall  Subftance  ;  as  1  -ruft  it  fhall  appear  unto 
'  you  by  the  unfolding  of  the  fame.     And   for  the 

*  better  Underftanu'.ng  of  the  fame,  I  will  bring 

*  them  unto  three  head  Places. 

*  Whereof  the  firft  doth  confift  in  the  wicked 

'  and 
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and  evil  Lives,  as  it  is  alledged,  of  certain  Popes 
of  Rome  ;  which  as  I  do  think  were  nothing  io 
wicked  as  they  were  reported  to  have  .been  :  But 
let  that  be,  they  were  fo,  What  then  ?  A  Man 
is  a  Man,  and,  as  the  Scripture  fayeth,  £>u:s  ejl 
homo  qui  nonpeccet  ?  What  Man  is  he  that  fin* 
neth  not  ?  Again,  if  that  our  Saviour  Chrijl  had 
made  the  like  Warrant  unto  Peter  and  his  Suc- 
ceilbrs,  as  concerning  their  Converfation  and  Li- 
ving, as  he  did  for  the  Continuance  and  Stability 
of  their  Faith,  and  had  faid  unto  Peter,  Ego  10- 
gavi  pro  te  ut  non  pecces,  I  have  prayed  for  thee 
that  thou  {halt  not  fin  ;  as  he  faid,  Ego  rogavi 
pro  te  ut  non  deficiat  Fides  tua,  I  have  prayed  that 
thy  Faith  {hall  never  fail  ;  then  their  evil  Lives 
had  been  an  Argument  to  have  proved,  that  they 
had  not  been  the  true  Succeflbrs  of  Peter,  neither 
had  had  any  fuch  Authority  given  unto  them  of 
God.  But  feeing  that  the  Warrant  was  made 
only  for  the  Continuance  of  their  Faith,  wherein 
they  have  hitherto,  and  do  yet  mod  conftantly 
ftand,  without  any  mention  of  their  Converfati->' 
on  and  Living,  it  is  in  my  Judgment  no  Proof 
nor  Argument  againft  the  Authority  and  Supre«r 
macy  of  the  See  of  Rome  ;  as  we  fee  that  the  A- 
duhery  and  Murther  committed  by  King  David, 
doth  not  diminim  the  Authority  of  godly  Pfalms 
written  by  him  ;  neither  the  dhTolute  Living  and 
Idoiatiy  of  King  Solomon  is  prejudicial  to  divers 
Books  of  Scripture  written  by  him  ;  nor  yet  the 
Covetoulhefs  of  the  Prophet  Balaam  did  let,  in 
any  Condition,  the  Venue  and  Strength  of  God, 
the  Bleffing  of  God  fent  unto  the  Children  of 
Ifrael  by  him,  nor  the  Truth  of  the  Prophecy,  as- 
concerning  the  coming  of  our  Saviour  Chri/i,  by 
him  likewife  pronounced  ;  even  fo  the  Lives  of 
the  Popes  of  Rome,  were  they  never  fo  wicked, 
cannot  be  prejudicial  to  the  Authority  given  to 
Peter  and  his  Succeflbrs,  by  the  Mouth  of  our 
Saviour  Chrijl. 

*  The  Sum  of  the  Objection*  fccondafily  made 
againft  his  Authority,  doth  confift  (as  they  do  al*- 
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ledge)  in  certain  Canons  of  the  Council  of  M- Queen  Elizabeth. 
cene,  and   the  lixth  Council  of  Carthage,  with        I5s8, 
the  Departure  of  the  Greek  Church,  and  other 
Realms  now  in  our  Days  from  the  Authority  of 
the  faid  See  of  Rome.     As  concerning  the  Coun- 
cil of  Nicene,  I  do  marvel  that  they  will  alledge 
any  Thing  therein  contained  in  this  Matter,  fee- 
ing in  the  Preface  of  the  faid  Council  it  is  declar- 
ed, that  this  Authority  which  we  fpeak  of  is  given 
unto  the  faid  See  by  no  Councils  or  Synods  ;  but 
by  the  Evangelical  Voice  of  our  Saviour  Je/us 
Chriji  :  And  alfo  the  Fathers  of  the  faid  Council 
being  condefcended  and  agreed  in  all  Matters  of 
Controverfy,    moved    in  that   their  Aflembly, 
wrote  unto  the  Pope,  defiring  to  have  their  De- 
crees confirmed   by  his   Authority  ;  as  it  doth 
more  at  large  appear  in  their  Epiflle  written  in  that 
Behalf.     Further,  Athanaftus,  which  was  prefent 
at  the  faid  Council,  and  after  Patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria, doth  not  only  acknowledge  the  Cure  and 
Charge  of  the  univerfal  Church  of  Cbrijl  to  be 
given  to  Peter  and  his  Succeflbrs,  but  alfo  being 
univcrfally  deprived,  did  appeal  unto  the  Pope  of 
Rome,  and  by  him  was  reftored  again.     And  like- 
wife  the  fixth  Council  of  Carthage  maketh  no- 
thing for  their  Purpofe.     For  the  Supremacy  of 
the  Pope  was  not  called  in  Queftion  there,  but 
fome  Variance  there  was  indeed,  which  confifteth 
in  this  Point  only,  whether  a  Bifhop  or  aPrieft, 
being  accufed  and  troubled,  and  thinking  himfelf 
to  have   Wrong,  might  appeal  to  Rome  for  the 
better  Examination  and  Tryal  of  his  Caufe  or 
no  ;  as  one  Appiarhn  a  Prieft  had  done  then  in 
Africk.     There  was  al'edged  for  Appellations  to 
be  made  to  Rome  a  Canon  of  Nicene  Council, 
which  indeed  was  fought  for  and  could  not  be 
found.     Which  was  no  Marvel  ;  for  whereas  the 
Far hers  in  Nicene  Council  rmde  feventy  Canons, 
through  the  Wickeanefs  of  Hereticks,  there  was 
then  but  found  remaining  only  twenty-one.   Yet 
that   notwithftan  *'ing  the  Bifhops  of  Africk  did 
not  long  alter  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  Church 
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of  Rome  in  that  Point.  Alfo,  they  ufe  to  incul- 
cate the  Authority  of  this  Council,  for  becaufe 
that  St  Augujline  was  prefent  at  it  ;  as  he  was 
indeed,  which  maketh  directly  againft  them.  For 
St  Augujline  doth  every  where  in  his  Works  ac- 
knowledge the  Supremacy  of  St  Peter  and  his 
Succeflbrs  ;  as  in  his  i62d  Epiftle,  faying  thus, 
///  Romana  Ecckfia  femper  viguit  Jpojlolica  Ca- 
thedra Principatus :  In  the  Church  of  Rome 
hath  always  been  ftrengthened,  or  flourifhed,  the 
Rule  or  Authority  of  the  Apoftolick  Chair. 
'  And  where  I  heard  a  Queftion  moved  here  of 
late,  whether  that  ever  the  Greek  Church  did 
acknowledge  the  Superiority  of  the  Church  of 
Rome  ox  no  ?  Of  the  which  Matter  I  marvel  that 
any  Man  doth  doubt,  feeing  that  the  Greek  Church 
did  not  only  acknowledge,  but  alfo  continue  in 
Obedience  under  the  faid  Church  of  Rome,  by 
the  Space  of  Eight  Hundred  Years  at  the  leaft,  Jo 
far  as  I  can  read  myfelf,  or  learn  of  others.  And 
after  that  it  did  firft  renounce  the  faid  Authority, 
it  did  return  again  with  Submifiion  fourteen  feve- 
ral  Times,  as  good  Authors  write,  and  as  we 
may  partly  gather  by  the  Council  of  Florence  y 
which  was  about  a  Hundred  and  forty-one  Years 
ago  ;  whereas  the  Patriarch  of  Conjlantiv.ople  him- 
felf  was  prefent  among  other  Bifhops  and  learned 
Men  of  Greece^  in  the  which  this  Matter  in  Con- 
troverly  was  determined  and  agreed  upon,  as  it 
doth  manifeftly  appear  in  the  Canons  of  the  faid 
Council.  Moreover,  if  the  Greek  Church  were 
not  under  the  Authority  and  Rule  of  the  Church 
of  Rome,  what  (hall  we  think  of  the  Story  of 
Jutbemas,  Patriarch  of  Conjlantlnople,  which 
was  depofed  for  the  Herefy  of  Eutyches,  by  the 
Pope  Jgapetus.  For  whole  Reftitution  earneft 
and  long  Suit  was  made  by  the  Emprefs  Theodo- 
ra, that  then  was,  firft  to  the  Pope  Siherhis, 
and  after  to  his  Succeflbr  I'ig'dius,  and  could  in 
no  Condition  be  obtained.  But  as  touching  the 
Greek  Church,  and  the  Departure  of  the  fame 
from  the  Church  of  Rome  5  this  we  mav  briefly 
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fay  and  conclude,  that  after  It  did  divide  itfelf  QuCenElizal5€th# 
from  the  Church  of  Rome,  it  did  by  little  and  1558. 
little  fall  into  the  moft  extreme  Miferies,  Capti- 
vity and  Bondage  ;  in  the  which  at  this  prefent 
it  doth  remain.  -  And  as  concerning  other  Coun- 
tries that  have  renounced  the  aforefaid  Authority, 
as  Germany,  Denmark,  and  as  it  was  here  faid, 
Polonia  ;  this  I  have  to  fay,  that  the  Miferies  and 
Calamities  that  Gej'many  hath  fuffered,  fince  their 
Departure  from  the  Church  of  Rome,  may  be  a 
Warning  and  Example  to  all  other  Naiions  to 
learn  by,  and  beware  of  the  like  Attempt.  And 
as  for  Denmark,  I  do  hear  indeed  they  be  very 
Lutherans,  and  have  alfo  renounced  the  Pope's 
Authority;  but  yet  I  cannot  learn,  nor  hear,  that 
either  the  King  of  Denmark,  or  yet  any  Prince 
of  Germany,  doth  take  upon  him  to  be  called 
Supream  Head  of  the  Church.  And  as  for  Polonia* 
although  it  be  troubled  with  Herefies,  as  other 
Realms  be,  yet  I  cannot  learn,  that  either  the 
King,  or  the  Clergy  thereof,  hath,  or  doth  give 
any  Place  to  the  fame,  but  of  the  contrary  doth 
moft  earneftly  withftand  them  ;  as  may  right 
well  appear  by  certain  Books  fet  out  this  prefent 
Year,  that  is  1558,  byaBifhop  of  Polonia,  call- 
ed Staniflaus  Hofius  ;  in  the  which  it  is  declared, 
amongft  many  other  Things,  that  earneft  Suit 
had  been  made  by  the  Proteftants  to  have  three 
Things  granted  and  fuffered  to  be  pradifed  within 
that  Realm ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  Priefts  might 
have  Wives  ;  to  have  the  publick  Service  in  their 
Vulgar  Tongue  •,  and  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar 
miniftred  under  both  Kinds  ;  which  all  three 
were  denied  them.  Whereby  it  appeareth  plainly 
that  Polonia  is  not  in  that  Cafe  that  Men  reported 
it  to  be  in.  But  and  if  it  were  fo,  that  all  thefe 
Realms,  yea  and  more,  were  gone  from  the  O- 
bedience  of  that  Church,  doth  it  therefore  follow 
that  the  Authority  thereof  is  not  juft  ?  I  think 
not  fo.  For  as  Ferdinandus,  now  Emperor,  de- 
fending juftly  by  Election  from  Conftantine  the 
Great,  if  the  Empire  which  was  under  Conftan- 
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•oeca Elizabeth.  *  tm?$  Rule  were  divided  into  twenty  Parties,  it 

1553.        '  hath  lcarcely  One  of  the  Twenty,  and  yet  the 

4  Authority  of  an  Emperor  continueth  in  him  ftill. 

*  And  as  the  Departure  o(  Ga/coigny,  Guyenne,  Nor*- 

*  mandy,  Scotland  and  France,  whicli  were  all 
'  fometimes  under  the  Imperial  Crown  of  England, 
'  doth  not  take  away  the  Authority  thereof,  but 
'  that  it  is  an  Imperial  Crown  ftill  j  even  fo  doth 
'  not  the  Departure  of  thefe  Countries  from  the  See 
4  of  Rome,  diminifh  the  Authority  given  unto  the 
'  fame  by  God.     Befidcs  that  St  Paul  faith,  That 

*  there  Jhall  be  a  Departing  before  the  Day  ofjudg- 
6  ment  ;  which  although  fome  underftand  of  the 

*  Empire,  yet  the  moft  Part  refer  it  to  the  Church 
c  of  Rome,  from  whence  Men  mall  fall  and  depart 
'  by  Infidelity  and  Herefies  ;  but  whether  it  fhall 

*  be  in  all  Countries  at  one  Time  or  divers  Times, 
'  it  is  uncertain. 

*  Thirdly,  there  is  alledg'd  a  Provincial  Council 
«  or  Aflembly  of  the  Eifhops  and  Clergy  of  this 

*  Realm  of  Erigland  ;  by  whom  the  Authority  of 

*  the  Bifhop  of  Rome  was  abolifhed  and  difannull'd. 

*  Which  now  fome  inculcate  againft  us,  as  a  Mat- 
'  ter  of  great  Weight  and  Authority  ;    whereas  in 

*  very  Deed  it  is  to  be  taken  for  a  Matter  of  fmall 
'  Authority,  or  elfe  none.  For  firft,  we  know 
'  that  a  particular  or  a  Provincial  Council  can  make 

*  no  Determination  againft  the  univerfal  Church 
4  ofCbriJl.  Secondarily,  of  the  learned  Men  that 
6  were  the  Doers  there,  fo  many  as  be  dead,  before 

*  they  died  were  penitent,  and  eryed  God  Mercy 

*  for  that  Acl  :  And  thole  that  do  live,  as  all  your 

*  Lordfhips  do   know,  have  openly   revoked  the 

*  fame,  acknowledging  their  Error.     And   where 

*  fome  here  doth  fay,  that   they  will  never   truft 

*  thofe  Men  which  once  denied  the  Pope's  Autho- 
'  rity,  and  now  of  the  contrary  ftand  in  the  De- 
'  fence  of  the  fame ;  in  my  Judgment  their  Sayings 
'  be  not  greatly  to  be  allowed.  For  it  may  happen, 
'  as  oftentimes  it  doth  chance  indeed,  that  a  Man 

*  of  Honefty,    Worfhip,    ye   of   Honour,    may 

*  commit  Treafon  againft  his  Prince,  and  vet  by 

'  *  the 


0/   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.        401 

the  Goodnefs  of  the  fame  Prince  be  pardoned  for  Queen  ElitabetTi. 
that  Offence  ;  fhall  we  determinately  fay,  that  x558, 
Man  is  never  after  to  be  trufted  in  the  Prince's 
Affairs  ?  Nay,  God  forbid,  but  rather  think  of 
the  contrary  ;  that  he  which  once  hath  run  fo 
haftily  and  rafhly,  that  he  hath  overthrown  him- 
felf  and  fallen,  and  broken  his  Brow  or  his  Shin, 
will  after  that  take  heed  to  walk  more  warily.  As 
we  learn  at  the  Apoftles  of  our  Saviour  Chriji, 
which  did  all  for  fake  him  and  run  away,  when 
he  was  apprehended  and  brought  before  the  Jews, 
and  fpecially  of  St  Peter,  which  did  thrice  deny 
him.  And  yet  after,  as  well  Peter  as  all  the  reft 
of  the  Apoftles,  did  return  again  to  their  Mafter 
Chriji  ;  and  never  would  after,  for  neither  Per- 
fection nor  Death,  forfake  or  deny  him  any 
more.  So  that  it  may  appear,  although  Men 
have  once  gone  aftray,  if  they  return  to  the 
Truth  again,  their  Teftimonies  in  the  Truth  be 
not  to  be  difcredited.  And  fo  I  truft  that  you  fee 
that  all  thefe  Reafons  and  Objections,  made  a- 
gainft  the  Authority  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  be 
of  none  Effedl,  if  they  be  indifferently  weighed 
and  confidered. 

*  And  whereas  there  was  a  Reafon  made  here, 
that  a  Temporal  Prince,  unto  whom  no  Eccle- 
fiaftical  Jurifdiction  or  Rule  is  given  or  commit- 
ted by  God,  cannot  himfelf  be  Head  of  the 
Church  of  Cbriji  ;  fo  he  cannot  fubftitute  nor 
appoint  another  to  exercife  any  fuch  Jurifdiction 
or  Authority  in  Spiritual  Matters,  in  or  over  the 
Church  of  Chriji  under  him  :  For  as  it  was  then 
faid,  no  Man  can  give  to  another  that  Thing 
which  he  hath  not  himlelf  :  Whereunto  this  An- 
fwer  was  made,  That  a  Prince  may  give  to  ano- 
ther that  Authority  which  he  hath  not  himfelf, 
neither  may  exercife  ;  as  for  Example,  they  al- 
ledge,  that  a  King  of  himfelf  is  not  a  Judge,  and 
yet  he  hath  Authority  to  appoint  Judges  to  mi- 
nifter  Juftice.  And  likewile  they  faid,  that  a 
King  himfelf  is  no  Captain,  and  yet  hath  Autho- 
rity to  appoint  Captains  under  him,  for  Defence 
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of  his  Realm  and  Overthrow  of  his  Enemies  ; 
and  even  fo,  fay  they,  he  may  appoint  and  fub- 
ftitute  one  under  him  to  exercife  Spiritual  Jurif- 
dicYion,  although  he  have  no  fuch  Authority  him- 
felf.  Which  Reafons  appear  unto  me  not  only  to 
be  very  weak  and  feeble,  but  alfo  to  be  plain  falfe 
and  againft  Scripture  ;  which  doth  declare,  that 
the  Office  of  a  King  doth  con  lift  efpecially  in  thefe 
two  Points,  which  thefe  Men  deny  to  be  in  him  ; 
that  is,  playing  of  the  Judge,  and  miniftring  of 
Juflice  to  his  Subjects  ;  and  likewife  in  playing 
the  valiant  Captain,  in  defending  of  the  fame  his 
Subjects  from  all  Injury  and  Wrong  ;  as  the  8th 
Chapter  of  the  firft  Book  of  Kings  declareth  in 
thefe  Words  j  Judicabit  Rex  nos  nofter,  et  egre- 
dietur  ante  nos,  et  pug na bit  Bella  mftra  pro  nobis, 
that  is,  Our  King  Jhall  judge  us,  and  he  jhall  go 
forth  before  us  and  he  Jlioll  fight  our  Battles  for  us. 
And  likewife  Nathan  faid  unto  David's  own 
Peifon,  Refponde  mihi  Judicium  \  Make  me  an- 
fwer  according  to  Juftice.  And  likewife  Solomon 
himfelf  did  give  Sentence  and  Judgment  between 
the  two  common  Women,  which  of  them  two 
was  the  Mother  of  the  Child  which  was  alive. 
And  as  for  to  prove  that  thole  Kings,  with  other 
in  the  Old  Teftament,  were  Captains  them- 
felves  in  the  Defence  of  their  Realm?,  is  more 
manifeft  than  I  mall  need  to  travel  in  proving  of 
the  lame. 

*  And  thus  to  draw  unto  an  End,  I  truft  your 
Lordfhips  do  tee,  that  for  Unity  and  Concord  in 
Faith  and  Religion,  to  be  prel'erved  and  continu- 
ed in  the  Church,  our  Saviour  Chri/l,  the  Spoufe 
thereof,  hath  appointed  one  Head  or  Gover- 
nor, that  is  to  wit,  Peter  and  his  Succeflbrs, 
whofe  Faith  he  pre  mi  fed  mould  never  decay,  as 
we  fee  manifeftly  it  hath  not  indeed.  And  for 
thofe  Men  which  write  and  fpeak  againft  this 
Authority,  if  therewith  their  Writings  and  their 
Doings  be  well  confidered,  they  mall  appear  to  be 
fuch,  as  fmall  Credit  or'none  is  to  be  given  unto 
in  Matters  of  Weight,  fuch  as  this  is.    For  who 
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*  fo  readeth  the  third  Chapter  of  the  fecond  Epiftle  QUCen  Elizabeth. 
s  of  St  Paul  to  Timothy,   may  fee  them  there  lively        1558. 
:  defcribed  with  their  Doings.     And  fpecially  one 
1  Sentence  therein  may  be   applied   and  verified  of 
;  them  moll  juftly,    that  is,   Semper  difcentes,    et 
:  nunquam  ad  Scientiam  Veritatis  pervenientes,  that 
;  is  to  fay,    Always  learning  and  never  coming  to 
:  the  Knowledge  of  Truth.     For  as  we  fee  them 
vary  amongft  themfelves,   one  from  another,  fo 
;  no  one  of  them  doth  agree  with  himfelf  in  Mat- 
;  ters  of  Religion  two  Years  together.  And  as  they 
be  gone  from  the  fure  Rock  and  Stay  of  ChriJT* 
Church,  fo  do  they  reel  and  waver  in  their  Doc- 
trine, wherein   no   Certainty    nor  Stay  can   be 
found.     Whereof  St  Paul  doth  admonifh  us,  and 
teach  us  in  the  Perfon  of  his  Scholar  Timothy ,  to 
be  conftant  in  Doctrine  and  Religion,  and  not  to 
follow  fuch  Men.     For  after,  in  the  fame  Chap- 
ter, he  faith  thus,  Tu  vero  permane  in  lis  quce  didi- 
cijli,  et  quce  credit a  funt  tibi,  fciens  a  quo  di  dicer  is. 
But  as  for  thee,  faith  St  Paul,  fpeaking  unto  every 
Chriftian  Man  in  the  Perfon  of  Timothy,  conti- 
nue in  thofe  Things  which  thou   haft  learned, 
and  which  be  credited   unto  thee,  knowing  of 
whom  thou  haft  learned  them.     In  which  Words 
we  might  underftand,    that   St  Paul  doth  not 
move  any  Man  to  continue  in  any  falfe  or  untrue 
Doctrine.     Wherefore  he  moveth  every  Man  to 
confider,  not  only  his  Religion  and  Doctrine,  but 
alfo,  or  rather,   the  Schoolmafter  of  whom  he 
learned  the  fame.     For  of  the  Knowledge,  Con- 
ftancy,  and  Worthinels  of  the  Schoolmafter,  or 
Teacher,  may  the  Doctrine,   taught  by  him,  be 
known  to  be  good  and  found,  or  otherwife.   Now 
if  a  Man  fhould  ask  of  thefe  Men  in  this  Realm, 
which  diflent   from  the  Catholick  Church,   not 
only  in  thb  Point  of  the  Supremacy,  but  alio  in 
divers  of  the  chief  Myfteries  of  our  Faith  j  of 
whom  they  learn'd  this  Dodtrine  which  they  hold 
and  teach,  they  muft  needs  anfwer,   that  they 
learned  it  of  the  Germans.     Then  we   may   de- 
mand of  them  again,  of  whom  the  Germans  did 
Vot.  III.  D  d  «  Learn 
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learn  it  ?  Whereunto  they  muft  anfwer,  that 
theylearn'd  it  of  Luther.  Well,  then  of  whom 
did  Luther  learn  it  ?  Whereunto  he  (hall  anfwer 
himfelf,  in  his  Book  that  he  wrote,  De  Miffa 
angularly  feu  privata  ;  where  he  faith,  That  fuch 
Things  as  he  teacbeth  againft  the  Mafs,  and  the 
bleffed  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  he  learned  of  Sa- 
tan, the  Devil.  At  whofe  Hands,  it  is  like,  he 
did  alfu  receive  the  reft  of  his  Doctrine.  Then 
here  be  two  Points  diligently  to  be  noted  ;  firft, 
That  this  Doctrine  is  not  fifty  Years  old,  for  no 
Man  taught  it  before  Luther.  And  fecondarily, 
That  Luther  doth  acknowledge  and  confefs  the 
Devil  to  be  his  Schoolmafter  in  divers  Points  of 
his  Doctrine.  So  that  if  Men  would  diligently 
mind  StPauFs  Words,  v/here  he  biddeth  us  Know 
of  whom  zve  have  learned  fuch  Doctrine  as  we 
hold,  they  would  refufe  this  perverfe  and  wicked 
Doctrine,  knowing  from  whom  it  came.  But 
if  they  will  ask  us  of  whom  we  learned  our  Dec- 
trine,  we  anfwer  them,  that  we  learned  it  of  our 
Forefathers  in  the  Catholick  Church,  which 
hath  in  it  continuedly  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  for 
a  Ruler  and  Governor.  And  again,  if  ihey  ask 
of  whom  our  Fathers  learned  this  fame,  we  fay 
of  their  Forefathers  within  the  fame  Church. 
And  fo  we  manually  afcend  in  Pofleffion  of  our 
Dodlrine,  from  Age  to  Age,  unto  the  Apoftle 
Peter,  unto  whom,  as  St  Cyprian  faith,  our  Sa- 
viour Chrifi  did  betake  his  Sheep  to  be  fed,  and 
upon  whom  he  founded  his  Church. 
'  So  that  now  we  may  be  bold  to  ftand  in  our 
Doctrine  and  Religion  againft  our  Adverfaries, 
feeing  that  theirs  is  not  yet  fifty  Years  old,  and 
ours  above  fifteen  hundred  Years  old.  They 
have  for  Authority  and  Commendation  of  their 
Religion,  Luther  and  his  Schoolmafter  before  men- 
tioned ;  we  have  for  ours  St  Peter  and  hisMafter 
Chriji.  So  that  now,  by  the  Doctrine  of  Irenaus, 
every  Man  may  know  where  the  Truth  is,  and 
whom  he  fhould  follow  j  which  faith  thus,  Eisy 
qui  in  Ectlefia  funt  Preshyteris,  obtdire  oportet ; 

*  his 


Of   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.      405 

*  his   qui  Succejfionem  habent  ab  Apoflolis,    qui  cum  Queen  Elizabeth. 
«  epifcopali  Succejfione  Charifma  Veritatii   certum  fe-        155i> 

4  cundum  placitum  Patris  acceperunt  ;  reliquos  vero 

*  ^tf/  abfijlunt  a  principali  Succeffione,  et  quocunque 

*  Z,0fl?  colliguntur,  fufpeclos  habere,  vel  quafi  Hare- 
'  ticos,  et  mala  Sententia,  vel  quafi  jludentes  [par- 

*  //«;//]  #  elatos  ftbi  placentes  :  Jut  rurfus  ut  Hypo- 
'  f  ritas  ^uaflus  gratia  et  vana  Gloria  hoc  operan- 
'  tes  j  qui  omnes  decidunt  a  Veritate.  That  is, '  To 
"  thofe  Priefts,  which  be  in  the  Church,  we  ought  to 
"  obey,  thofe  which  have  their  Succeflion  from  the 
"  Apc/ftles,  who  with  Bifhop-like  Succeflion,  have 
"  received  a  fure  gracious  Gift,  according  to  the 
'*  Good- will  of  the  Father.  But  for  the  other, 
"  which  depart  from  the  principal  Succeflion,  and 
"  be  gathered  in  whatfoever  Place,  we  ought  to 
"  hold  them  fufpe&ed,  either  as  Hereticks  and  of 
ft  an  evil  Opinion,  or  as  making  Divilions,  and 
*c  proud  Men,  and  pleafing  themfelves ;  or  again 
"  as  Hypocrites,  doing  that  for  Advantage  and 
'*  vain  Glory,  which  all  do  fall  from  the  Truth.' 
'  And  thus  I  make  an  End,  moll  humbly  thanking 

*  your  good  Lordfhips  for  your  gentle  Patience  ; 
'  defiring  the  fame  likewife  to  weigh  and  confider 

*  thefe  Things  which  I  have  fpoken,  as  fhall  be 
'  thought  good  to  your  Wifdoms.' 

Amongft  the  Temporal  Lords,  in  the  Oppofition 
to  the  Bill  of  Supremacy,  Anthony  Brown,  Vifcount 
Montacute,  (who  had  been  fent  to  Rome,  in  the  laft 
Reign,  by  the  Parliament,  along  with  Thurlby,  Bi- 
fhop  of  Ely,  to  procure  that  England  might  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  Unity  of  the  Church  of  Rome, and  O- 
bedience  to  the  ApoftolicSee  ;)  out  of  a  Sentiment 
of  Zeal  and  Honour,  lays  Cambden,  fpoke,  in  the 
Debate,  to  this  Effect  : 

«  That  it  would  be   a  very  difgraceful  Rcnec-LordMon.tacuVl 
«  tion  upon  England,  which  was  fo  lately  and  fo  Speech  on  the 
«  well  reconciled  to  the  Apoftolic  See,   to  make  fo fame  Subieft' 

*  fudden  a  Revolt  from  it.  And,  moreover,  the 
c  Hazard  would  be  as  great  as  the  Scandal,  mould 

*  the  Pope  thunder  out  his  Excommunication  ;and 

*  expofe  the  Nation*  by  that  Means,  to  the  Refent- 

D  d  a  s  ment 
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*  ..  nuut.  '  riient  of  its  neighbouring  Enemies,  upon  the  Score 

Queen ElizaDetn.  .  °  _°     ,        r       i  •    r\  .  • 

1558.  of  this  De<ection.      1  hat  he,  for  his  Fart,  and  by 

*  Authority  of  Parliament,  and  in  the  Name  of  the 

*  whole  Body  of  England,  rendered  Obedience   to 

*  the  Pope  ;  the  Performance  of  which  he  could 

*  by  no  Means  difpenfe  with.     He,  therefore,  con- 

*  jured  them,  with  great  Importunity,  not  to  with- 

*  draw   themfelves   from   the   See    of  Rome ;     to 
'  which  they  were  beholden    for   the  firft   Chrif- 

*  ticn  Faith,  and  the  conftant   Defence  of  it  ever 
4  fince.' 

What  Succefsall  thefe  Speeches  had  needs  no  Ex- 
planation ;  the  Bill  palled  into  a  Law  ;  and  is  the 
firft  amongft  our  printed  Statutes  of  this  Reign. 
This  Acl  renews  all  the  Laws  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
which  Queen  Mary  had  repealed,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  King  Edward  VI.  in  Favour  of  the  Reformation. 
By  it  is  declared,  *  That  whatever  Rights,   Privi- 

*  leges  or  Spiritual  Preheminences,  had  been  former- 

*  ly  in  Ufe,  and  eftablifhed  by  any  Ecclefiaftical 

*  Authority  whatever ;  for  vifiting  the  Clergy  and 

*  correcting  all  Kinds  of  Error,  Herefieand  Schifm, 

*  with  other  Abufes  and  Diforders,  fhould  be  for 

*  ever  annexed  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  England. 

*  That  the  Queen  and  her  Succellbrs  might  be  im- 
'  powered  to  give  their  Letters  Patents  to  fome  par- 
'  ticular  Perfons,  for  the  due  Exercife  of  that  Au- 
'  thority  ;  on  this  Condition,  however,   that  they 

*  fhould  not  determine  any  thing  to  be  Herefy,  but 

*  what  had  been  fo  defined  Time  out  of  Mind,    ei- 

*  ther  from  Canonical  Scripture,  the  four  firft  Oe- 

*  cumenical  Councils,  or  fome  other,  according  to 
"  the  genuine  Senfe  of  Holy  Writ  ;  or  fhould,  here- 
c  after,  befo  defined,  by  Authority  of  Parliament, 

*  with  the  Confent  of  the  Englift  Clergy,   in  Con- 

*  vocation.  That  all  Ecclefiaftical  Perlons  and 
'  Magifcrates,  who  received  Penfions  from  the  Ex- 

*  chequer;    fuch  as  fhould  take  any  Degree  in  the 

*  Univerfities  ;  Wards  that  were  to  fue  their  Li- 

*  veries  and  be  inverted  in  their  Eftatcs ;  and  fuch 
4  as  were  to  be  admitted  into  the  Queen's  Service, 

*  &c.  mould   take  an  Oath  to  acknowledge  the 

*  Queen  to   be  the  Supreme  Governour    of  her 

*  Kingdoms 


O/ENGLAND.      407 

c  Kingdoms,  in  all  Caufes,  as  well  Spiritual  as  Civil,  QueenEtizabeth. 

*  Laftly,  all  foreign  Princes  and  Potentates  are  by    "  1558. 

*  this  Act  wholly  excluded  the  Privilege  of  taking 
1  Cognizance  of  any  Caufe  within  her  Dominions.' 

By  one  Clauie  in  this  Act,  the  Queen  and  her  • 
Succeflbrs  are  impowered  to  erect  a  High  CcmmiJJi- 
on  Court  for  the  Exercife  of  all  Ecclefiaftical  Juris- 
diction. For  the  particular  Power  of  this  Court, 
we  refer  to  the  Act  itfelf ;  fince  it  was  not  fet  on  Foot 
'till  the  18th  of  this  Reign. 

In  order  to  Strengthen  Queen  Elizabeth'?,  Title 
dill  the  more,  a  Bill  was  brought  into  the  Houie  of 
Lords,  February  10th,  whereby  the  Queen  is  made 
inheritable  to  the  late  Queen  Anne  her  Mother; 
which  afterwards  palled  into  a  Law.  On  the  r  rth 
of  the  fame  Month,  two  Bills  were  fent  up  by  the 
Commons  ;  the  one  for  a  Subfidy  of  two  Fifteenths 
and  two  Tenths,  granted  by  them,  the  other  for 
Tonnage  and  Poundage  given  alfo  for  Life.  The 
firft  was  returned,  pafled  by  the  Lords,  with  fome 
Corrections  inferted,  February  16th;  and  the  latter, A  Subfid>'« 
on  the  20th,  was  alfo  fent  down,  with  certain  A- 
mendments,  added  to  it,  which  were  all  agreed  to 
by  the  Commons  (a). 

A  Petition  was  deliver'd  (b)  to  the  Lords,  by  the 
Knights  and  Burgeiles  of  the  Welch  Shires,  and  the 
County  'Palatine  of  Chejler,  praying  to  be  refpited, 
and  have  longer  Time  allow'd  them,  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  SubfidiesandMyfes  charged  upon  thofe 
Counties.  The  Lords  thought  proper  to  move  the 
Queen,  about  this  Matter,  by  the  Lord  Keeper, 
to  know  her  Majefty's  Pleafure  herein  ;  which,  af- 
ter they  underftood,  an  Order  was  made  that  the 
faid  Counties  fhould  be  allow'd  a  Year's  Time,  af- 
ter the  AlTeiTment  of  thefe  Taxes  was  laid  by  the 
Commiffioners,  to  difcharge  them  in.  And  this 
Award  was  ordered  toxbe  emer'd  in  their  Journal. 
In  the  laid  Journals  is  alfo  an  Entry  made,  relat- 
ing to  the  Privileges  of  the  Peers  (c)  : 

D  d  3  <  Whereas 

'a)  It  is  ftr.ins-thur.  Mi  Cambden  takes  no  Notice  of  this  Subfidy, 
(k.l  id-  i5:h. 
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Queen  Elizabeth.      «  Whereas  one  'John  Broxburn  hath  brought  one 

I5SS-         *  Aflize  againft  the  Lord  Willoughby  of  Par bam,  to 

'  be  tried  at  and  in  the  Aflizes  and  Seflions,  now 

c  next  to  be  holden  at  Lincoln.     Upon  Complaint 

_  , .   .       ,      *  and  Petition  of  the  faid  Lord  Willoughby.  for  that 

inp  to  Privilege    *  he  neceflanly  attendeth  the  Parliament,  lo  as  he 

of  Peers.  c  cannot  with  his  learned  Council,  fome  of  whom 

'  likewife  be  BurgelTes  of  this  Parliament,  be  at 

'  the  laid  Seflions  and  Aflizes.     It   is  therefore  or- 

*  dered  and  decreed,  by  the  Lords  in  Parliament, 
'  that  an  Injunction  prefently  be  awarded  out  of 
'  the  Chancery,  to  the  faid  John  Broxbam,  his 
'  Counfellors  and  Attornies,    commanding   them 

*  and  every  of  them,  upon  the  Pain  of  500I.  that 
'  they  nor  none  of  them  in  any  wife  proceed  in  and 
4  to  that  Tryal  of  the  faid  Aflize,  at  this  Aflizes 

*  now  next  to  be  holden  at  Lincoln  aforefaid. 

On  the  4th  of  February  a  Motion  was  made  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  addrefs  her  M^jefty  on 
the  Subject  of  her  Marriage.  This  was  feconded 
by  feveral  ;  tho'  the  Subftance  of  the  Arguments 
made  ufe  of  on  this  Occafion  are  omitted  in  the 
Journal.  But  we  find  that  on  the  6th  it  was  agreed 
by  the  whole  Houfe,  that  thirty  of  their  Members 
fhould  go  with  their  Speaker,  and  attend  upon  the 
Queen  that  Afternoon  with  their  Addrefs.  Howe- 
ver it  was  not  prefented  till  Feb.  10th,  to  try  to  get 
the  Peers  to  fecond  it;  but  they,  fays  Camden,  re- 
fufed,  for  fear  they  mould  be  fufpedled  of  a  Defign 
to  ferve  their  own  Ends  by  it.  Wherefore,  on  the 
Day  aforefaid,  Sir  Thomas  Gargrave,  the  Speaker, 
and  the  Committee,  waited  upon  the  Queen,  when 
he  deliver'd  himfelf  to  her  in  thele  Words : 


8  rr\] 


May  it  plecft  the  Queens  Highnefs, 

iHere  is  nothing  that  we  more  earneitly  de- 
lire  of  God  in  our  daily  Prayers,  than  that 
Thc Commons  '  the  Happinefs  we  have  hitherto  enjoy 'd,  rn  the 
addrei's  the  Queen  *  Equity  and  Juftice  of  your  Majefty's  Govern- 
to  many.  '  rnent,  may  be  continued  to  this  Nation  down  to 

4  the 

(fj  Fib.  21ft, 
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the  lateft  Pofterity.  But  how  to  effect  this,  amidft  Queen  Elizabeth, 
all  the  Variety  of  our  Aims  and  Endeavours,  we  *558' 
muft  profefs  ourfelves  at  a  Lofs,  unlefs  either  your 
Majefty  were  to  reign  forever,  (a  Blefhng  which 
'twere  in  vain  to  hope  for)  or  would  vouchfafe 
to  accept  fome  Match  capable  of  fupplying  Heirs 
to  your  Royal  Virtues  and  Dominions,  which 
God  grant,  fince  it  is  the  hearty  and  united  Wifh 
of  all  your  Subjects.  It  ought  to  be  the  main 
Concern  of  Perfons  of  all  Ranks  and  Degrees 
whatever,  (of  Princes  efpecially)  that,  fince  they 
are  mortal  themfelves,  they  may  fecure  the  King- 
dom from  that  Fate.  Now  it  is  in  your  Maje- 
fty's  Power  to  confer  this  Kind  of  Immortality 
upon  your  Kingdom  of  England,  by  accepting  a 
Husband,  who  may  prove  a  Support  and  Comfort 
to  you,  in  all  Changes  of  Fortune  j  befides  that 
your  Majefty's  Temper  and  Age,  Perfon  and 
Fortune,  feem  to  plead  hard  for  fuch  a  Change 
of  State.  Far  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  the  An- 
gle Zeal  and  Afliduity  of  fuch  a  Relation  will  dif- 
patch  more  Bufinefs,  and  to  better  Purpofe,  than 
the  joint  Endeavours  of  a  great  many,  who  are 
lefs  concern'd.  Nor  indeed  can  any  Thing  have 
a  worfe  Influence  upon  the  Publick,  than  that  a 
Princefs,  whofe  Marriage  muft  needs  produce  the 
Twin- Bleflings  of  Peace  and  Safety  to  a  Kingdom, 
fhould,  like  a  Nun  profeft,  condemn  herfelf  to 
a  fingle  State.  Since  your  Majefty  has  receiv'd. 
the  Kingdom  by  way  of  Inheritance  from  your 
Royal  Anceftors,  you  ought  to  continue  it  down 
to  fuch,  as  may  prove  the  Glory  and  the  Security 
thereof.  Befides,  the  Kings  of  England  have 
ever  (hewn  a  more  than  ordinary  Concern,  that 
the  Royal  Family  might  not  be  extinct  for  Want 
of  Iffue  :  Hence  was  it,  that  your  Royal  Grand- 
father, Henry  Vll.  did  (within  our  frefheftr  Me- 
mory) provide  fuitable  Matches  for  his  Sons  Ar- 
thur and  Henry,  tho'  they  were  both  very  young. 
And  for  the  fame  Reafon,  your  Royal  Father 
courted  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  for  his  Son  Prince 

*  Edward^    „ 
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Queen  Elizabeth. '  Edward,    who  was  then   but  eight  Years  old. 

i<558.        *  And  it  is  not  very  long  fince  your  Sifter  Queen 

*"  Mary,  though   pretty  well  advanced    in  Years, 

'  was  married  to  Philip  of  Spain.    Now,  if  the  Lot 

e  of  Barrennefs,  whether  it  fell  to  the  Share  of  Prin- 

*  ces  or  Pealants,  was  always  looked  on  as  the  moft 

*  grievous  Misfortune,  what  a  weighty  Guilt  muft 
'  that  Princefs  contract,  who  fhall  make  this  Pu- 
6  nifhment  her  Option  ;  from  whence  innumerable 
<  Evils  muft  arife  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  fuch 
'  Misfortunes  as  are  not  even    to  be  thought  of 

*  without  Dread  and  Horror..     That  Matters  may 

*  never  come  to  this  fad  Pafs,  not  only  the  fmall 
'  Number  of  us  that  are  here  prefent,  but  all  Eng- 
'  land  in   general,  and  every  one  of  your  Subjects 

*  in  particular,  call   themfelves  at  your  Majefty's 

*  Feet,  and  with  the  deepeft  Concern  tender  this 
'  humble  but  preffing  and  earned  Addrefs.' 

Camden  hath  only  given  us  an  Abftract  of  the 
Queen's  Anfwer  to  this  Speech  in  the  Body  of  his 
Hiftory  ;  but,  as  in  fuch  high  Matters  as  thefe  we 
cannot  be  too  circumftantial,  we  (hall  give  it  at 
laige,  as  it  is  preferved  in  Dewe's  Journal. 

Gentlemen, 

Ankxr!JCfty'S     '      A  S  l  haVC    g°°d  CaUfe'    f°  d°  I    g'Ve  y°U  aH 
'  l\  my  hearty  Thanks,  for  the  good  Zeal  and 

*  loving  Care  you  leem  to  have,  as  well  towards 
'  me  as  to  the  whole  Eftate  of  your  Country.  Your 
4  Petition,  I  perceive,  confifteth  of  three  Parts,  and 

*  my  Anfwer  to  the  fame  fhall  depend  of  two. 

'   And  to    the   firft  Part,  I  may  fay  unto  you, 

*  That  from  my  Years  of  Understanding,  fince  I  firft 
'  had  Conlideratian  of  myfelfto  be  born  a  Servant 

*  of  Almighty  God,  I   happily  chofe  this  Kind  of 

*  Lite  in  the  which  I  yet  live  ;  which,  I  aflure  you, 

*  for  mine  own  Part,  hath  hitherto  belt  contented 
'  myfelf,  and  I  truft  hath  been  moft  acceptable  un- 
'  to  God  ;  from  the  which,  if  either  Ambition  of 
'  high   Eftate  offer"d  to  me  in   Marriage,  by  the 

4  Pleafure  and  Appointment  of  my  Prince,  (where- 

5  of  I  have  fome  Record  in  this  Prefence,  as  you 

*  our 
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our  Treafurer  well  know)  or  if  efchewing  the  Queen  Elizabeth, 
Danger  of  mine  Enemies,  or  the  avoiding  the        »ss^ 
Peril  of  Death,  whofe  Meffenger,  or  rather  a 
continual  Watchman,  the  Prince's  Indignation, 
was  no  little  Time  daily  before  mine  Eyes,  by 
whofe  means,  altho'  I  know,  or  juftly  may  fuf- 
pect,  yet  I  will  not  now  utter  ;  or  if  the  whole 
Caufe  were  in  my  Sifter  herfelf,  I  will  not  now 
burthen  her  therewith,  becaufe  I  will  not  charge 
the  Dead  ;  if  any  of  thefe,  I  fay*  could  have  drawn 
or  diffuaded  me  from  this  Kind  of  Life,  I  had  not 
now  remain'd  in  this  Eftate  wherein  you  fee  me  : 
But  fo  conftant  have  I  always  continu'd  in  this 
Determination,   altho'    my  Youth   and   Words 
may  feem  to  fome  hardly  to  agree  together,  yet 
is  it  mod  true,  that  at  this  Day  I  ftand  free  from 
any  other  Meaning,    that  either  I  have  had  in 
Times  paft,  or  have  at  this   prefent ;  with  which 
Trade  of  Life  I  am  fo  thoroughly  acquainted, 
that  I  truft  God,  who  hath  hitherto  herein  pre- 
ferv'd  and   led  me  by  the  Hand,  will  not  of  his 
Goodnefs  fuffer  me  to  go  alone. 
4  For  the  other  Part,  the  Manner  of  your  Peti- 
tion I  do  well  like,  and  take  it  in  good  Part,  be- 
caufe itisfimple,  and  containeth  no  Limitation 
of  Place  or  Perfon  :  If  it  had  been  otherwife,  I 
muft  needs   have  mifliked  it    very  much,    and 
thought  it  in  you  a  very  great  Prefumption,  being 
unfitting  and  altogether  unmeet  for  you  to  require 
them,  that  may  command  you  ;    or  thofe  to  ap- 
point, whofe  Parts  are  to  defire  ;  or  fuch  to  bind 
and  limit,  whofe  Duties  are  to  obey  ;  or  to  take 
upon  you  to  draw  my  Love  to  your  Liking,  or 
frame  my  Will  according  to  your  Fantafy  ;  for  a 
Guerdon  conftrain'd,  and  Gift  freely  given,  can 
never   agree    together.     Neverthelefs,    if  any  of 
you  be  inSufpedt,  whenfoever  it  may  pleafc  God 
to  incline  my  Heart  to  another  Kind  of  Life,  you 
may  well  affure  yourfelves,  my  Meaning  is  not 
to   determine  any  Thing,  wherewith  the  Realm 
may  or  fhall  have  juft  Caufe  to  be  difcontent. 
And  therefore  put  that  clean  out  of  your  Heads. 

«  For 
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Queen  Elizabeth. c  For  I  afiure  you,  (what  Credit  my  AfTurance  may 
J559*  *  have  with  you  I  cannot  tell,  but  what  Credit  it 
'  (hall  deferve  to  have  the  Sequel  mail  declare)  I  will 
c  never  in  that  Matter  conclude  any  Thing,  that 
'  fhall  be  prejudicial  to  the  Realm.  For  the  Weal, 
4  Good  and  Safety  whereof,  I  will  never  fhun  to 
4  fpend  my  Life  ;  and  whomfoever  it  fhall  be  my 
'  Chance  to  light  upon,  I  truft  he  fhall  be  fuch,  as 

*  fhall  be  as  careful  for  the  Realm  as  you  ;  I  will  not 
4  fay  as  myfelf,  becaufe  1  cannot  fo  certainly  de- 
1  termine  of  any  other,  but  by  my  Defire  he  fhall 
4  be  fuch  as  fhall  be  as  careful  for  the  Prefervation 
4  of  the  Realm  and  you,  as  myfelf.     And  albeit  it 

*  might  pleafe  Almighty  God  to  continue  me  ltill 
c  in  this  Mind,  to  live  out  of  the  State  of  Marriage, 
4  yet  is  it  not  be  fear'd,  but  he  will  fo  work  in  my 

*  Heart,  and  in  your  Wifdom,  as  good  Provifion, 
'  by  his  Help,  may  be  made,  whereby  the  Realm 
'  fhall  not  remain  deftitute  of  any  Heir  that  may 
4  be  a  fit  Governor,  and  peradventure  more  bene- 
4  ficial  to  the  Realm,  than  fuch  Offspring  as  may 

*  come  of  me  :  For  tho'  I  be  never  fo  careful  of 
4  your  well-doing,  and  mind  ever  fo  to  be,  yet  may 
4  my  Iflue  grow  out  of  kind,  and  become  perhaps 

*  ungracious.  And  in  the  End,  this  fhall  be  for 
4  me  fufficient,  that  a  Marble  Stone  fhall  declare, 
4  that  a  Queen  having  reign'd  fuch  a  Time,  liv'd 
4  and  dy'd  a  Virgin.  And  here  I  end,  and  take 
4  your  coming  to  me  in  good  Part,  and  give  unto 
4  all  my  hearty  Thanks  ;    more  yet  for   your  Zeal 

*  and  good  Meaning  than  for  your  Petition.' 

On  the  8th  of  April  a  Bill  was  read  a  third  Time 
A£i for  exchang- in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  giving  Authority  to   the 
ing  Lands  of  Bi- Queen's  Highnefs,    upon  the  Avoidance   of    any 
fliopncks.         Archbifhoprick   or   Bifhoprick,  to   take  into    her 
Hands  certain  of  the  Temporal  Polleflions  thereof, 
recompencing  the  fame  with  Parfonages  impropri- 
ate, Tenths,   &c.    The  Bill  was  concluded,  the 
Arehbifhop  of  Tork,  the  Bifhops  of  London,    Win- 
chefler,  IVorcefler,    Coventry,  Exeter,  and    Cbefter, 
difTenting.     It  afterwards  pafled  into  a  Statute.   But 
we  mull  refer  to  the  Act  itfelf,  and  the  mure  gcne- 

4  ral 
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ral  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftorians,  particularly  Mr  Collier,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
for  an  Explanation  of  this  Statute.  1559* 

The  reft  of  the  Acts  pa  fled  in  this  Seflion  of  Par- 
liament, that  are  worth  Notice,  are  thefe  ;  An  AcT: 
relating  to  the  offering  Violence  againft  the  Queen's 
Perfon.  An  Act  for  the  Uniformity  of  Common 
Prayer  and  Service  in  the  Church,  and  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  Sacraments.  By  this  Act,  the  Liturgy 
and  the  Sacraments,  eftablifh'd  in  Edward'  Vlth's 
Time,  were  to  be  ufed  and  adminiftred  in  all 
Churches,  with  very  little  Variation,  under  a  cer  . 
tain  Penalty  to  fuch  as  mould  prefume  to  corrupt 
them,  or  reform  to  any  other.  There  palled,  like- 
wife,  another,  for  frequenting  publick  Service,  on 
Sundays  and  Holy  days,  on  Pain  of  1 2d.  Forfeiture, 
to  be  employ'd  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Poor. 

Againft  the  Bill  for  the  Liturgy,  we  have  two 
other  Speeches,  in  Mr  Strype's  Annals  (d),  made 
by  two  zealous  Catholic  Divines,  Dr  Feckenbam, 
Abbot  of  Wejlminjler,  thelaft  of  his  Order  that  ever 
fpoke  in  that  Houfe ;  and  the  fame  Dr  Scott,  Bifhop 
of  Chejler  ;  which,  without  any  more  Apology, 
we  give  in  their  own  Words.  And  firft  the  Abbot : 


"Aving  at  this  prefent  two  fundry  Kinds   of  .. 

Abbot  Fecken- 


Honourable  and  my  very  good  Lords, 

J7X  Religion  here  propounded  and  f'et  forth  be-  "°™s  speTch'a- 
fore  your  Honours,  being  already  in  Pofleflion  of  gainft  the  Litur- 
the  One  of  them,  and  your  Fathers  before  you,  for  &' 
the  Space  of  fourteen  Hundred  Years  paft  here 
in  this  Real  me,  lyke  as  I  (hall  hereafter  prove  un- 
to you  ;  the  other  Religion  here  let  in  a  Book 
to  be  received  and  eftablifhed  by  the  Authority  of 
this  High  Court  of  Parliament,  and  to  take  its 
Effeft  here  in  this  Realm  at  Midjummer  next 
coming.  And  you  being,  as  I  know,  right  well 
defirous  to  have  fome  Proof  or  fure  Knowledge, 
which  of  both  thefe  Religions  is  the  better,  and 
moft  worthy  to  be  eftablifhed  hero  in  this  Realm, 
and  to  be  preferred  before  the  other  j  I  will  for 
;  my  Part.,  and  for  the  Discharge   of  my  Duty, 

'  firft, 

{d)  Anns]  of  the  Reformation,  Vol,  I.  in  the  /fyfendix. 
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firft,  unto  God  ;  fecondly,  unto  our  SovereignLa- 
dy  the  Queen's  Highnefs ;  thirdly,  unto  your  Ho- 
nours and  to  the  whole  Commons  of  this  Realm  ; 
here  fet  forth  and  exprefs  unto  you,  three  brief 
Rules  and  Leflbns,  whereby  your  Honours  mall 
be  able  to  put  Difference  betwixt  the  true  Reli- 
gion of  God  and  the  Counterfeit,  and  therein  ne- 
ver be  deceived.  The  firft  of  thefe  three  Rules 
or  Leflbns  is,  that  in  your  Search  and  TryaU  ma  Ic- 
ing, your  Honours  muft  obferve,  which  of  them 
both  hath  been  of  raoft  Antiquity,  and  moft  ob- 
ferved in  the  Church  of  Cbri/i,  of  all  Men,  at  all 
Times  and  Seafons,  and  in  all  Places.  The  fe- 
cond,  which  of  them  both  is  of  itfelf  more  fted- 
faft,  and  always  forth  one  and  agreeable  with  it- 
felf. The  third  and  laft  Rule  to  be  confidered 
of  your  Wifdoms  is,  which  of  thefe  Religions 
doth  breed  the  more  humble  and  obedient  Subjects, 
firft  unto  God,  and  next  unto  our  Sovereign  La- 
dy the  Queen's  Highnefs,  and  all  fuperior  Powers. 
'  Concerning  the  firft  Rule  and  Leflbn,  it  can- 
not be  truly  affirmed  or  yet  thought  of  any  Man, 
that  this  new  Religion,  here  now  to  be  fet  forth 
in  this  Book,  hath  been  obferved  in  Chriji's 
Church  of  all  Chriftian  Men,  at  all  Times  and  in 
all  Places ;  when  the  fame  hath  been  obferved 
only  here  in  this  Realm,  and  that  for  a  fhort 
Time,  as  not  much  paflins  the  Space  of  two 
Years,  and  that  in  King  Edward  the  fixth  his 
Days  i  whereas  the  R-eligion,  and  the  very  fame 
Manner  of  ferving  and  honouring  of  God,  of  the 
which  you  are  at  this  prefent  in  Poffefiion,  did 
begin  here  in  this  Realm  1400  Years  paft  in  Kin;.; 
Lucius' $  Days,  the  firft  Chriftian  King  of  this 
Realm  ;  by  whole  humble  Letters  ient  to  the 
Pope  Elutherius,  he  fent  to  this  Realm  two  holy 
Monks,  the  one  called  Damianus,  the  other  Fa- 
ganus  ;  and  they,  as  Embafladors  fent  from  the 
See  Apoftolick  of  Rcme,  did  bring  into  this  Realm 
10  m.  ny  Years  pait,  the  very  lame  Religion 
whereof  We  are  now  in  Poficffion  ;  and  in  the  Latin 
Tongue,    as  the  ancient  Hitloriographcr   Cildas 

*  witnef- 
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;  witneffeth,  in  the  Prologue  and  Beginning  of  his  Q^een  Elizabeth* 
Book  of  the£n'ta/«-Hiftory.     And  the  fame  Re-        *559' 
ligion  fo  long  ago  begun,  hath  had  this  long  Con- 
tinuance ever  fince  here  in  this  Realm  ;    and  not 
only  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  but  alfo  generally 
;  of  all  Chriftian  Men,  and  in  all  Places  of  Chrijlen- 
'■  dom,  until   the  late  Days  of  King  Edward  the 
;  Fixth  as  is  aforefaid.     Whereby  it  appeareth  unto 
8  all  Men  that  lift  to  know,  how  that  by  this  Rule 
-  andLeflbn,  the  ancient  Religion  and  Manner  of  fer- 
;  ving  of  God,  (whereof  we  are  already  in  Pufleflion) 
6  is  the  very  true  and  perfecl:  Religion,  andof  God. 
'  Touching  the  fecond  Rule  and  Leflbn  of  Try - 
1  al-making  and  Probation,  whether  of  both  thefe 
'  Religions  is  the  better  and  raoft  worthy  of  Ob- 
1  fervation  here  in  this  Realm,  is  this,  That  your 

*  Honours  mult  obferve  which  of  both  thefe  is  the 
'  moft  flayed  Religion,  and  always  forth  one,  and 
£  agreeable  with  itfelf.  And  that  the  new  Religion 
'  here  now  to  be  fet  forth  in  this  Book,  is  no  flayed 

*  Religion,  nor  always  forth  one,  nor  agreeable 
'  with  itfelf,   who  feeth  it  not ;  when  in  the  late 

*  Practice  thereof  in  King  Edward  the  6th's  Days, 

*  how  changeable  and  how  variable  was  it  in  and 
'  to  itfelf?  Every  other  Year  having  a  new  Book 
6  devifed  thereof ;  and  every  Book  being  fet  forth, 
'  as  they  profefled,  according  to  the  fincere  Word 
4  of  God,  never  any  one  of  them  agreeing  in  all 
4  Points  with  the  other  :  The  firft  Book  affirming 

*  the  Seven  Sacraments,  and  the  real  Prefence  of 
4  Chriji's  Body  in  the  HolyEucharift  ;  {d)  the  other 
'  denying  the  fame  :  The  one  Book  admitting  the 

*  real  Prefence  of  Cbriji's  Body  in  the  faid  Sacra- 
4  ment  to  be  received  in  one  Kind  with  kneeling 

*  down,  and  great  Reverence  done   unto  it,  and 

*  that  in  unleavened  Bread  ;    and  the   other  Book 

*  would  have  the  Communion  received  in  both  the 
4  Kinds,  and  in  Loaf  Bread  (e),  without  any  Reve- 

*  rence,  but  only  unto  the  Body  of  Chrlft  in  Hea- 
'  ven.     But  the  Thing  moft  worthy  to  be  obferv- 

4  ed 

(d)  This  is  utterly  falfe,  as  maybe  fecn  in  that  firftRook,  called, 
The  Order  of  'the  Communion,  in  Bp.  Sfan-oia'%  Collections.       Strype. 

{c)  The  Copy  in  the  Bcntt  Coll,  Library,  reads,  In  Leaven 
Jtrecid,  ll/id. 
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;h  *  ed  of  your  Honours  is,  how  that  every  Book 
1559.  *  made  a  fhew  to  be  fet.  forth  according  to  the 
fincere  Word  of  God,  and  not  one  of  them  did 
agree  with  another.  And  what  marvel,  I  pray 
you,  when  the  Authors  and  Devifors  of  the 
fame  Books  could  not  agree  amongft  themfelves, 
nor  yet  any  one  of  them  might  be  found  that  did 
long  agree  with  himfelf  ?  And  for  the  Proof 
thereof,  I  {hall  firft  begin  with  the  German  Wri- 
ters, the  chief  Schoolmafters  and  Inftruclors  of 
our  Countrymen  in  all  thefe  Novelties. 
'  And  I  do  read  in  an  Epiftle  which  Philip  Me- 
lanclhon  did  write  unto  one  Fredcrko  Miconino, 
how  that  one  Carcloftadius  was  the  firft  Mover 
and  Beginner  of  the  late  Sedition  in  Germany, 
touching  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  and  the  De- 
nying of  Chrift' s  real  Prefence  in  the  fame.  And 
when  he  fhould  come  to  interpret  thofe  Words 
of  our  Saviour  Chrift  ;  Accepit  Panem,  bene' 
dixit,  /regit,  deditque  Difcipulis  fuis,  dicens,  ac- 
cepite,  et  comedite,  hoc  eft  Ctrpus  meum,  quod  pro 
vobis  tradetur, ;  Digito,  inquit  ille,  monftravit  vi- 
ftbile  Corpus  fuum.  By  which  Interpretation  of 
Caroloftadius,  Chrift  mould  with  the  one  Hand 
give  unto  his  Difciples  Bread  to  eat,  and  with 
the  other  Hand  point  unto  his  vifible  Body  that 
was  there  prefent,  and  fay,  This  is  my  Body, 
which  fiall  be  betrayed  for  you.  Martin  Luther , 
much  offended  with  this  foolifh  Expofition  made 
by  Caroloftadius,  of  the  Words  of  Chrift,  Hoc  eft 
Corpus  meum,  he  giveth  another  Senfe,  and  faith 
that  German,  Sen/us  Verborum  Chrtfti,  was  this, 
Per  hunc  Panem,  vel  cum  ifto  Pane,  En!  Do 
vobis  Corpus  meum.  But  Zzvinglius  finding  much 
Fault  with  the  Interpretation  of  Martin  Lu- 
ther, writeth,  that  Luther  therein  was  much 
deceived,  and  how  that  in  thefe  Words  of 
Chrift,  Hoc  eft  Corpus  meum,  the  Verb  Subftan- 
tive  eft  muft  be  taken  for  ji gnijj 'cat,  and  this  Word 
Corpus,  {quod  pro  vobis  tradetur)  muft  be  taken 
pro  Figura  Corporis.  So  that  the  true  Senfe  of 
thefe  Words  of  Chri/i}  Hoc  eft  Corpus  meum,  by 
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Zwinglius's  Suppofal  is,  Hoc  fignificat  Corpus  me-  Queen  Elizabeth, 
urn,  vel  eft  Figura  Corporis  met.  Peter  Martyr  J559« 
being  of  late  here  in  this  Realm,  in  his  Book  by 
him  let  forth,  of  the  Difputation  which  he  had 
in  Oxford,  with  the  learned  Students  there  of 
this  Matter,  giveth  another  Senfe  of  thefe  Words 
of  Chrift,  contrary  unto  all  the  reft,  and  there 
faith  thus  ;  §>uod  Chriftus  accipiens  Panem  bene- 
dixit,  j regit)  deditque  Dijcipulis  fuis,  dicens,  Hoc 
eft  Corpus  meum  ;  quafi  dicer et  Corpus  meum,  per 
Fidemperceptum,  eritvobis  pro  Pane ,  vel  injlar Pa- 
ns. Whofe  Senfe  in  the  Englijh  is  this,  That 
Chrift's  Body,  received  by  Faith,  Jhouldbe  unto  you 
as  Bread,  or  in/lead  of  the  Bread. 
'  But  here  toceafe  any  further  to  fpeak  of  thefe 
German  Writers,  I  (hall  draw  nearer  Home,  as 
unto  Doctor  Cranmer,  late  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, in  this  Realm  ;  how  contrary  was  he 
unto  himfelf  in  this  Matter  ?  When  in  one  Year 
he  did  fet  forth  a  Catechifm  in  the  Englijh  Tongue, 
and  did  dedicate  the  fame  unto  King  Edward 
the  fixth,  wherein  he  did  molt  conftantly  affirm 
and  defend  the  real  Prefence  of  Chrift's  Body  in 
the  Holy  Eucharift ;  and  very  fhortly  after  he 
did  fet  forth  another  Book,  wherein  he  did  moft 
fhamefully  deny  the  fame,  falsifying  both  the 
Scriptures  and  Doctors,  to  the  no  fmall  Admira- 
tion of  all  the  learned  Readers.  Dr  Ridley,  the 
notableft  learned  of  that  Religion  in  this  Realm, 
did  fet  forth  at  Paul's,  Crofs,  the  real  Prefence  of 
Chrift's  Body  in  the  Sacrament,  with  thefe 
Words,  which  I  heard,  being  there  prefent : 
6  How  that  the  Devil  did  believe  the  Son  of  God 
'  was  able  to  make  of  Stones  Bread  j  and  we 
1  Englijh  People,  which  do  confefs  that  Jefus 
1  Chrift  was  the  very  Son  of  God,  yet  will  not 
1  believe  that  he  did  make  of  Bread  his  very  Body, 

5  Flelh  and  Blood.  Therefore  we  are  worfe  than 
'  the  Devil  ;  feeing  that  our  Saviour  Chrift,  by 
c  exprefs  Words,  moft  plainly  affirm'd  the  fame, 
e  when  at  the  laft  Supper  he  took  Bread,  and  faid 

6  unto  his  Difciples,  'take  ye,   eat,  this  is  my  Body, 

<l  which 
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which  Jball  be  given  for  you?  And  fhortly  after 
the  faid  Doctor  Ridley,  notwithstanding  thismoft 
plain  and  open  Speech  at  Paul's  Crofs,  did  deny 
the  fame.  And  in  the  laft  Book  that  Doctor 
Cranmer and  his  Accomplices  did  fet  forth  of  the 
Communion,  in  King  Edward  the  fixth's  Days* 
thefe  plain  Words  of  Cbriji,  Hoc  ejl  Corpus  meum, 
did  fo  encumber  them  and  trouble  their  Wits, 
that  they  did  leave  out  in  the  fame  laft  Book, 
thisVerb  Subflantive  e  I  (J) ;  and  made  theSenfe  of 
Chrift's  Words  to  be  there  Englified,  lake,  eat 
this  my  Body,  and  left  out  there,  this  is  my  Body  ; 
which  Thing  being  efpy'd  by  others,  and  great 
Fault  found  withall,  then  they  were  fain  to  patch 
up  the  Matter,  with  a  little  Piece  of  Paper  clap- 
ped over  the  forelaid  Words,  wherein  was  writ- 
ten this  Verb  Subftantive  eft.  The  Dealing  here- 
with being  fo  uncertain,  both  of  the  German 
Writers  and  Englijh  ;  and  one  of  them  fo  much 
againft  another,  your  Honours  may  be  well  aflur- 
ed,  that  this  Religion  which  by  them  is  fet  forth, 
can  be  no  conftant,  no  flayed  Religion.  And 
therefore  of  your  Honours  not  to  be  received, 
but  great  Wifdom  it  were  for  your  Honours  to 
refufe  the  fame  ;  until  you  mail  perceive  better 
Agreement  amongft  the  Authors  and  Setters  forth 
of  the  fame. 

'  Touching  the  third  and  laft  Rule  of  Tryal- 
making,  and  putting  of  Difference  between  thefe 
Religions,  it  is  to  be  confidered  of  your  Honours 
which  of  them  both  doth  breed  more  obedient, 
humble  and  better  Subjects ;  fir  ft  and  chiefly  unto 
our  Saviour  and  Redeemer  ;  fecondly  unto  our 
Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Highnefs,  and  to  all 
other  Superiors.  And  for  fome  Tryal  and  Pro- 
bation thereof,  I  (hall  defire  your  Honours  to 
confider  the  ludden  Mutation  of  the  Subjects  of 
this  Realm,  fince  the  Death  of  the  good  Queen 
Mary  ;  only  caufed  in  them  by  the  Preachers  of 
this  new  Religion  :  When  in  Queen  Mary'?. 
Days,  your  Honours  do  know  right  well  how 
the  People  of  this  Realm  did  live  in  an  Order  ; 

*  and 

(f)  This  probabJy  was  only  an  Error  of  the  Printer,        Strybet 
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*  and  would  not  run  before  Laws,  nor  openly  dif-  Queen  Elizabeth. 
'  obey  the  Queen's  Highnefs's  Proceedings  and  Pro-    "  1559. 

'  clamations.    There  was  no  fpoiling  of  Churches, 

*  pulling  down  of  Altars,  and  molt  blafphemous 
'  treading  of   Sacraments  under   their  Feet,    and 

*  hanging   up  the  Knave  of  Clubs   in  the  Place 

*  thereof.  There  was  no  fcotching  nor  cutting  of 
'  the  Faces  and  Legs  of  the  Crucifix  and  Image  of 

*  Chrijl ;  there  was  no  open  Flefh-eating,  nor 
4  Shambles  keeping  in  the  Lent  and  Days  prohibit- 
c  ed.     The  Subjects  of  ihis  Realm,  and  efpecially 

*  the  Nobility  and  fuch  as  were  of  the  honourable 
4  Council,  did   in  Queen  Mary's  Days  know  the 

*  Way  unto  Churches  and  Chapels,  there   to  be- 

*  gin  their  Days  Work,  with  calling  for  Help  and 

*  Grace  by  humble  Prayers  and  fcrving  of  God. 
'  And  now  lince  the  Coming  and  Reign  of  our  moll 

*  fovereign  and  dear  Lady  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  the 

*  only  Preachers  and  Scaffold-players   of  this  new 

*  Religion,  all  Things  are  turned  upfide  down  ;  and 

*  notwithftanding   the  Queen's   Majefty's   Procla- 

*  mations  moll  godly  made  to  the  contrary,  and 

*  her  virtuous  Example  of   Living,    fufficient  to 

*  move  the  Hearts  of   all  obedient  Subjects  to  the 

*  due  Service  and  Honour  of  God.     But  Obedience 

*  is  gone,  Humility  and  Meeknf  fs  clear  abolifhed, 

*  virtuous  Chaftity   and   ftrait  Lving  denied,    as 

*  though  they   had    never  been   heard  of  in  this 

*  Realm,  all  Degrees  and  Kinds  being  defirous  of 
■  flefhly  and  carnal  Liberty  ; .  whereby  the  young 

*  Springals  and  Children  are  degenerate  from  their 
1  natural  Fathers,  the  Servants  Contemptors  of 
'  their  Mailers  Commandments,  the  Subjects 'dif- 
'  obedient  unto  God  and  all  fuperior  Powers. 

'  And  therefore,  honourable  and  my  very  good 

*  Lords,  of  my  Part  to  minifter  fome  Occafion 
'  unto  your  Honours  to  expel,  avoid  and  put  out 

*  of  this  Realm  this    new  Religion,  whofe  Fruits 

*  are  already  fo  manifellly  known  to  be,  as  I  have 
'  repeated  ;  and  to  perfuade  your  Honours  to  avoid 
'  it,  as  much  as  in  melyeth,  and  to  perievere  and 

*  continue  ftedfaftly  in  the  fame  Religion,  whereof 
Vol.  III.  E  e  „*  y«» 


420     The  'Parliamentary  History 

Qneen Elizabeth. '  you  are  m  Pofleflion,  and  have  already  madePro- 
1559.         t  feflion  of  the  fame  unto  God  ;    I  fhall  rehearfe 

*  unto   your  Honours    four   Things,  whereby  the 

*  holy  Doctor  St  Auguftine  was   continued   in  the 

*  Catholick  Church  and  Religion  of  Chrifi,  which 

*  he  had  received,  and  would  by  no  means  change, 

*  nor  alter  from  the  fame.     The  firft  of  thefe  four 

*  Things  was,  Ipfa  Author! t as  Ecclefia  Chrijli  Mi- 

*  raculis  inchoata,  Spe  nutrita,  Charitate  auftay 
1  Ve  tuft  ate  fir  mat  a.     The  fecond  Thing  was,  Po- 

*  puli  Chriftianl    Confenfus  et  Vnitas.     The  third 

*  was,  Peipetua  Sacerdotum  Succeftio  in  Sede  Petri. 

*  The  fourth  and  laft  Thing  was,  Ipfum  Catholici 
'  Nctnen.     If  thefe  four  Things  did  caufe  lb  nota- 

*  b!e  and  learned  a  Clerk  as  St  Auguftine  was,  to 

*  continue  in  his  proft fled  Religion  of  Chrijl  with- 
'  out  all  Change  and  Alteration,  how  much  then 
'  ought  thefe  four  Points  to  work  the  like  Effect  in 

*  your  Hearts,  and  not  to  forl'ake  your  profefled 

*  Religion  ?  Firft,  becaufe  it  hath   the  Authority 

*  ofChri/i.  Secondly,  becaufe  it  hath  the  Confent 
'  and  Agreement   of  Chriftian  People.     Thirdly, 

*  becauie  it  hath  the  Confirmation  of  all  Peter's 
'  Succeffors  in  the  See  Apoflolick.  Fourthly,  it 
c  hath  Ipfum  Catholica  Ncmen,  and  in  all  Times 
'  and   Sealors  called,    The  Catholick  Religion  of 

*  Chtift.  Thus  bold  have  I  been  to  trouble  your 
'  Honours  with   fo  tedious  and   long  an  Oration ; 

*  for  the  difcharging,  as  I  laid  before,  of  my  Duty, 
4  rirltunio  God,  lecondly  unto  our  Sovereign  La- 
'  dy  the  Queen's  Highnefs,  thirdly  and  laft,  unto 

*  your  Honours,    and   all  other    Subjects   of  this 

*  Realm  ;  molt  humbly  befeeching  your  Honours 
'  to  take  it  in  good  Part,  and  to  be  fpoken  of  me  for 

*  the  only  Caufe s  abovefaid,  and  for  none  other.' 

Another  Chat  ion  made    by  Dr  Scot,  Bifhop  of 
Cbtfter,  in  the  Parliament  Houfe,  againft  the  Bill 
of  the  Liturgy. 
to.rt      c     ,      *   fT^HIS  Bill   that  hath  been  here  read    now  the 

Billion    Scot  s  I  ...     «"•-•  11  -     1 

Speech  againft  JL     tnird    lime,  doih  appear  unto  me  fuch 

the  Liturgy.       «  one,  ss  that  it  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that   it, 

*  mould 
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fhould  be  fuffered  either  to  be  read,  yea  or  any  Quecn  Elizabeth* 
Ear  to  be  given  unto  it  of  Chriftian  Men,  or  lb  1559* 
honourable  an  Affembly  as  this  is  :  For  it  doth 
not  only  call  in  Queftion  and  Doubt  thofe  Things 
which  we  ought  to  reverence  without  any  Doubt 
moving  ;  but  maketh  further  earneft  Requeft  for 
Alterance,  yea,  for  the  clear  abolifhing  of  the 
fame.  And  that  this  may  more  evidently  appear, 
I  fhall  defire  your  Lordlhips  to  confider,  that  out 
Religion,  as  it  was  here  of  late  difcreetly,  godly, 
and  learnedly  declared,  doth  confift  partly  in  in- 
ward Things,  as  in  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity  ; 
and  partly  in  outward  Things,  as  in  common 
Prayers,  and  the  holy  Sacraments  uniformly  mi- 
niftred. 

•  Now  as  concerning  thefe  outward  Things* 
this  Bill  doth  clearly  extinguish  them,  fetting  ifi 
their  Places  I  cannot  tell  what.  And  the  inward 
it  doth  alfo  fo  (hake,  that  it  leaveth  them  very 
bare  and  feeble. 

«  For  firft,  by  this  Bill  Chriftian  Charity  is  tafc- 
en  away,  in  that  the  Unity  of  Chri/l's  Church  * 
is  broken  :  For  it  is  faid,  Nunquam  relinquunt 
Unitatem^  qui  non  prim  amittunt  Charitateni. 
And  St  Paul  faith,  That  Charity  is  Vinculum  Per- 
feRionisy  the  Bond  or  Chain  of  Perfection, 
wherewith  we  be  knit  and  joined  together  in  one. 
Which  Bond  being  loofed,  we  mud  needs  fall 
one  from  another,  in  divers  Parties  and  Seels,  as 
we  fee  wc  do  at  this  prefent.  And  as  touching 
our  Faith,  it  is  evident  that  divers  of  the  Articles 
and  Myfteries  thereof  be  alfo  not  only  called  into 
Doubt,  but  partly  openly  and  partly  obfeurely, 
and  yet  in  very  Deed,  as  the  other,  flatly  denied. 
Now  thefe  two,  I  mean  Faith  and  Charity,  be- 
ing in  this  Cafe,  Hope  is  either  left  alone,  or  elfe 
Prefumption  fet  in  her  Place ;  whereupon  for  the 
moft  part  Defperation  doth  follow  ;  from  the 
which  I  pray  God  preferve  all  Men. 

*  Wherefore  thefe  Matters  mentioned  in  this  Bill, 
wherein  our  whole  Religion  confifteth,  we  ought,- 
I  fay,-  to  reverence,  and  not  to  call  into  Queftiori. 

E  e  *  '  For 
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sth. *  For  as  a  learned  Man  writeth,  Qua  patefacla 
T559.  •  fint  queer  ere,  qua  per  fella  funt  retractare,  et  qua 
definita  funt  convellere%  quid  aliud  efl^  quin  de  a- 
deptis  Gratiam  non  referre  ;  that  is  to  fay,  To 
feek  after  the  Things  which  be  manifeftly  opened, 
to  call  back  or  retract  Things  made  perfect,  and 
to  pull  up  again  Matters  defined,  what  oiher 
Thing  is  it,  than  not  to  give  Thanks  for  Benefits 
received  ?  Likewife  faith  holy  Athanafws,  Qua 
nunc  a  tot  ac  talibus  Epifcopis  probata  funt  ac  decre- 
ta,  clareque  demonjlrata,  fupervacaneum  ejl  denno 
revocare  in  "Judicium  :  It  is  a  iuperfluous  Thing, 
faith  Atbanafiuu  to  call  into  Judgment  again 
Matters  which  have  been  tried,  decreed  and  ma- 
nifeftly declared,  by  fo  many  and  fuch  Bifhops, 
(he  meaneth  as  were  at  the  Council  of  Nice). 
For  no  Man  will  deny,  faith  he,  but  if  they  be 
new  examin'd  again,  and  of  new  judged,  and 
after  that  examin'd  again  and  again,  this  Curi©- 
fity  will  never  come  to  any  End.  And  as  it  is  faid 
in  Ecckfiajlica  Hijhria,  Si  quotidle  ucebit  Fidem  in 
Quejlionem  vocare>  de  Fide  nun qua m  conjlabit  :  If 
it  mall  be  lawful  every  Day  to  call  our  Faith  in 
Queftion,  we  fhall  never  be  certain  of  our  Faith. 
Now  if  that  Jthanafiui  did  think,  that  no  Man 
ought  to  doubt  of  Matters  determined  in  the 
Council  of  Nice,  where  there  was  prefent  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  Bifhops  ;  how  much  lefs 
ought  we  ro  doubt  of  Matters  determined,  and 
practifedin  the  Holy  Catholick  Church  of  Cbrijl, 
by  three  hundred  thou fand  Bifhops,  and  how  ma- 
ny more  we  cannot  tell. 

*  And  as  for  the  Certainty  of  our  Faith,  where- 
of the  Story  of  the  Church  doth  fpeak,  it  is  a 
Thing  of  all  others  molt  neceflary  ;  and  if  it  fhall 
hang  upon  an  Act  of  Parliament,  we  have  but  a 
weak  Staff  to  lean  unto.  And  yet  J  fhall  delire 
your  Lordfhips  not  to  take  me  here  as  to  fpeak  in 
Derogation  of  the  Parliament,  which  I  acknow- 
ledge to  be  of  great  Strength  in  Matters  whereun- 
to  itextendeth.  But  for  Matters  in  Religion,  I 
do  not  think  that  it  ought  to  be  meddled  withal, 

'  partly 
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partly  for  the  Certainty  which  ought  to  be  in  our  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Faith  and  Religion,  and  the  Uncertainty  of  the    "  1559* 
Statutes  and  Afts  of  Parliament.    For  we  fee, 
that  oftentimes  that  which  is  eftablifhed  by  Par- 
1  iament  one  Year,  is  abrogated   the  next  Year 
following,  and   the  contrary  allow'd.     And  we 
fee  alfo  that  one  King  difalloweth   the  Statutes 
made  under  the  other.     But  our  Faith  and  Reli- 
gion ought  to  be  moft  certain,  and  one  in  all 
Times,  and  in  no  Condition  wavering :    For  as 
St  James  faith,  He  that  doubteth,  orjlaggeretb  in 
his  Faith,  is  like  the  JVaves  of  the  Sea,  and  Jhail 
obtain  nothing  at  the  Hands  of  God.     And  partly 
for  that  the  Parliament  confifteth  for  the  moil 
Part  of  Noblemen  of  this  Realm,  and  certain  of 
the  Commons,  being  Lay  and  Temporal  Men  ; 
which,  although  they  be  both  of  good  Wifdom 
and  Learning,  yet  not  fo  ftudied  nor  exercifed  in 
the  Scriptures,  and  the  holy  Doctors  and  Practi- 
ces of  the  Church,  as  to  be  competent  Judges  in 
fuch  Matters.     Neither  doth  it  appertain  to  their 
Vocation  ;  yea,  and  that  by  your  Lordfhips  own 
Judgment ;  as  may  well  be  gathered  of  one  Fad, 
which  I  remember  was  done  this  Parliament  time, 
which  was  this.  There  was  a  Nobleman's  Son 
arretted  and  committed  unto  Ward  ;  which  Mat- 
ter, being  open'd  here  unto  your  Lordfhips,  was 
thought  to  be  an  Injury  to  this  Houfe  :    Where- 
upon as  well  the  young  Gentleman,  as  the  Offi- 
cer that  did  arreft  him,  and  the  Party  by  whofe 
Means  he  was  arretted,  were  all  fent  for,  and 
commanded   to  appear  here  before  your  Lord- 
fhips; which  was  done  accordingly.     Yet  before 
the  Parties  were  fuffcred  to  come  into  the  Houfe, 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  have  the  whole  Mat- 
ter conlidered,  left  this  Houfe  fhould  intermeddle 
with  Matters  not  pertaining  unto  it.     In  treating 
whereof  there   was  found   three  Points  ;   firft, 
there  was  a  Debt,  and  that  your  Lordfhips  did 
remit  to  the  Common  Law.     The  fecond  was  a 
Fraud,  which  was  referred  to  the  Chancery,  be- 
cause   neither  of  both   did  appertain  unto  this 
E  e  3  Court. 


*559- 
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«•  v-i.  '  Court.     And  the  third  was  the  Arreft,  and  com- 

Qneen  Elizabeth.  ,        .    .  ,__  „   ,      r  .  ,  ,,        ,  ,  _ 

4  muting  to  Ward  of  the  faid  Gentleman,  where- 

*  in  this  Houfe  took  Order.     Now,    if  that  by 
1  your  Lordfhips  own  Judgments  the  Parliament 

*  hath  not  Authority  to  meddle  with  Matters  of 
f  Common  Law,  which  is  grounded  upon  com- 

*  mon  Reafon  ;  neither  with  the  Chancery,  which 
'  is  grounded  upon   Confiderance  ;    (which  two 

*  Things  be  naturally  given  unto  Man)  then  much 
'  lefs  may  it  intermeddle  with  Matters  of  Faith  and 
'  Religion,  far  palling  Reafon  and  the  Judgment 
'  of  Man,  mch  as  the  Contents  of  this  Bill  be  ; 
'  wherein  there  be  three  Things  fpecially  to  be 
'  coniidered  ;  that  is,  the  Weightinels  of  the  Mat- 

*  ter,  the  Darknefs  of  the  Caufe  and   the  Difiicul- 

*  ty  in  trying  out  the  Truth,  and  thirdly,  the  Dan- 
'  ger  and  Peril  which  doth  enlue  if  we  do  take  the 
'  wrong  Way. 

'  As  concerning  the  firft,  that  is,  the  Weighti- 

*  nefs  of  the  Matter  contained  in  this  Bill,  it  is 
"'  very  great  ;  for  it  is  no  Money- Matter,  but  a 

'  Matter  of  Inheritance  ;  yea,  a  Matter  touching 

*  Life  and  Death,  and  Damnation  dependeth  up- 
'  on  it.     Here  is   fet  before  us,  as  the   Scripture 

*  faith,  Life  and  Death,  Fire  and  Water.     If  we 

*  put  our  Hand  into  the  one   we  fhall  live  ;  if  it 

*  take  hold  of  the  other  we  fhall  die.     Now   to 

*  judge  thefe  Matters  here  propounded,  and  difcem 
'  which  is  Life  and  which  is  Death,  which  is  Fire 

*  that  will  burn  us,  and  which  is  Water  that  will 
1  refrefh  and  comfort  us,  is  a  great  Matter,  and 
"  not  eafily  perceived  of  every  Man.  Moreover, 
'  there  is  another  Matter  here  to  be  coniidered,  and 

*  that  we  do  not  unadvifedly  condemn  our  Fore- 

*  fathers  and  their  Doings,  and  juftify  ourfelves 
'  and  our  own  Doings  ;  both  which  the  Scripture 
'  forbiddeth.     This  we  know,  that  this  Doctrine 

*  and  Form  of  Religion,  which  this  Billpropound- 
'  eth  to  be  abol ifhed  and  taken  away,  is  that  which 

*  our  Forefathers  were  born,  brought  up  and  liv'd 

*  inj  and  have  profefled  here  in  this  Realm,  with- 

*  put  any  Alteration  or  Change,  by   the  Space  of 

fc  goo 
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9O0  Years  and  more  ;  and  hath  alfo  been  profef-  Queen  Elizabeth. 
fed  and  pra&ifed  in  the  Univerfal  Church  of  'S59- 
Chrljl  fince  the  Apoftles  Time.  And  that 
which  we  go  about  to  eftablifh  and  place  for  if, 
is  lately  brought  in,  allowed  no  where,  nor  put 
in  practice,  but  in  this  Realm  only  ;  and  that  but 
a  fmal'l  Time,  and  againft  the  Minds  of  all  Ca- 
tholick  Men.  Now  if  we  do  but  confider  the 
Antiquity  of  the  one,  and  the  Newnefs  of  the 
other,  we  have  juft  Occafion  to  have  the  one  in 
Estimation  for  the  long  Continuance  thereof,  un- 
to fuch  Time  as  we  fee  evident  Caufe  why 
we  fhould  revoke  it  :  And  to  fufpedt  the  other 
as  never  heard  of  here  before,  unto  fuch  Time  as 
we  fee  juft  Caufe  why  we  fhould  receive  it,  fee- 
ing that  our  Fathers  never  heard  tell  of  it. 
'  But  now  I  do  call  to  Remembrance,  that  I 
did  hear  Yefterday  a  Nobleman  in  this  Houfe  fay, 
making  anAnfwer  unto  this  as  it  were  by  Pre-oc- 
cupation,  that  our  Fathers  lived  in  Blindnefs, 
and  that  we  have  juft  Occafion  to  lament  their 
Ignorance ;  whereunto  me  thinketh  it  may  be 
anfwered,  that  if  our  Fathers  were  here  and  heard 
us  lament  their  Doings,  it  is  very  like  they  would 
fay  unto  us,  as  our  Saviour  Ckr'ifl  faid  unto  the 
Women  which  followed  him  when  he  went  to 
his  Death,  and  weeped  after  him,  Nolite  flere 
fuper  nos<,  fedfuper  vos ;  ;'.  e.  Weep  not  over  us 
for  our  Blindnefs,  but  weep  over  yourfelves  for 
your  own  Prefumption,  in  taking  upon  you  fo 
arrogantly  to  juftify  yourfelves  and  your  own  Do- 
ings, and  fo  rafhly  condemning  us  and  our  Do- 
ings. Moreover,  David  (f)  doth  teach  us  a 
Leflbn  clear  contrary  to  this  Nobleman's  Say- 
ings :  For  he  biddeth  us  in  doubtful  Matters  go  to 
our  Fathers,  and  learn  the  Truth  of  them,  in 
thefe  Words  ;  Iuterroga  Patrem  tuum,  fc?  annun- 
ciabit  tibiy  Majores  tuoi  fcf  dlcent  tibi  :  i.  e.  Ask  of 
thy  Father,  and  he  fhall  declare  the  Truth  unto 
thee,  and  of  thine  Anccftors  and  they  will    tell 

4  thee  : 

(f)  This  Bifliop  miftook  David  for  Moja,   for  the  Words  are  in 

Te~,:crcr.my,  xxxii.  7.  Strype, 
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Quee- Elizabeth.4  thee:  And  after  in  the  fame  Pfalm,  Filii  qui 
?559«  *  najcentur  cif  ex/urgent^  narrabunt  Filii s  fuis,  ut 
cognofcat  Generatio  altera  :  i.  e.  The  Children 
which  (hall  be  born  and  rife  up,  (hall  tell  unto 
their  Children,  that  it  may  be  known  from  one 
Generation  to  another.  David  here  willeth  us  to 
learn  or*  our  Fathers,  and  not  to  contemn  their 
Doings.  Wherefore  I  conclude,  as  concerning 
this  Part,  that  this  Bill,  containing  in  it  Matters 
of  great  Weight  and  Importance,  it  is  to  be  de- 
liberated on  with  great  Diligence  and  Circumfpec- 
tion  j  and  examined,  tryed  and  determined  by 
Men  of  great  Learning,  Virtue  and  Experience. 
*  And  as  this  Matter  is  great,  and  therefore  not 
to  be  palled  over  haftily,  but  diligently  to  be  ex- 
amin'd,  lb  is  it  dark  and  of  great  Difficulty  to  be 
fo  plainly  difcufled,  as  that  the  Truth  may  ma- 
nifeltly  appear.  For  here  be,  as  I  have  faid,  two 
Books  of  Religion  propounded,  the  one  to  be  a- 
bolilhed  as  erroneous  and  wicked,  and  the  other 
to  be  eftablifhed  as  godly  and  confonant  to  Scrip- 
ture ;  and  they  be  both  concerning  one  Matter, 
that  is,  the  true  Adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments 
according  to  the  Inftitution  of  our  Saviour  Chrijl* 
In  the  which  Adminiftration,  there  be  three 
Things  to  be  confidered  :  The  firft  is  the  Inftitu- 
tion of  our  Saviour  Cbri/i,  for  theMatter  and  Sub- 
ftarxe  of  the  Sacraments.  The  fecond,  the  Or- 
dinances of  the  Apoftles,  for  the  Form  of  the  Sa- 
craments. And  the  third  is  the  Additions  of  the 
holy  Fathers,  tor  the  adorning  and  perfecting  of 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  faid  Sacraments.  Which 
three  be  all  duly,  as  we  fee,  obferved  ;  and  that 
of  Neceility,  in  this  Book  of  the  Mais,  and  old 
Service,  as  all  Men  do  know  which  understand  it. 
The  other  Book  which  is  fomuch  extolled,  doth 
ex  profejjo  take  away  two  of  thefe  three  Things, 
and  in  very  deed  maketh  the  third  a  Thing  of 
nought.  For  firft,  as  concerning  the  Additions 
of  the  Fathers,  as  in  the  M a  Is,  Confiteor^  Mijere- 
atur,  Kiiie  Eleejon,  Sequent e$  preces,  Sanflus 
A 'gnus  Dei ,  with  fuch  other  Things:  And  a!fo 
the  Ordinances  of  the  Apoftles,  as  Bleffings,  Croi- 

*  fings  j 
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fings  ;  and  in  the  Administration  of  divers  of  the  Q«een Elizabeth. 
Sacraments,  Exfufflations,  Exorcifms,    Inunfti-         I5^9- 
ons,  praying  towards  the  Eaft,  Invocation    of 
Saints,  Prayer  for  the  Dead,  with  fuch  other  »• 
this  Book  taketh  away,  either  in   Part   or  elfe 
clearly,  as  Things  not  allowable.     And  yet  doth 
the  Fautors  thereof  contend,  that  it  is  moil  per- 
fect according  to  Cbri/i's  Inftitution,  and  the  Or- 
der of  the  primitive  Church.     But  to  let  the  Or- 
dinances of  the  Apoftles,  and  the  Additions  of 
the  Fathers  pafs,  (which,  notwithstanding,    we 
ought  greatly  to  efteem  and  reverence)  let  us  come 
to  the  Inftitution  of  our  Saviour  Cbrijl,  whereof 
they  talk  fo  much,  and  examine  whether  of  thofe 
two  Books  comeneareft  unto  it.     And  to  make 
Things   plain,   we  will  take  for  Example  the 
Mafs,  or  as  they  call  it,  the  Supper  of  the  Lord ; 
wherein  our  Saviour  Cbrijl  fas  the  holy  Fathers 
do  gather  upon  the  Scriptures)  did  inltitute  three 
Things,  which  he  commanded  to  be  done  in  Re- 
membrance of  his  Death  and    Paflion  unto  b.is 
coming  again,  faying,  Hoc  facite,    &c.    Do  ye 
this :  Whereof  the  first  is,  the  confecrating  of  the 
blefied  Body  and  31ood   of  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chriji.    The  fecond,  the  offering  up  of  the  fame 
unto  God  the  Father.     And  the  third,  the  Com- 
municating, that  is,  the  eating  and  drinking  of 
the  faid  blefTed  Body  and  Blood,  under  the  Forms 
of  Bread  and  Wine.     And  as  concerning  the  firft 
two,  St  Cbryjbftom  faith  thus,  Volo  quiddam  edi- 
cere  plane  miralile,  iff  nolite  mirari,  neque  turba- 
mini,  &C.  I  will,  faith  St  Cbryfoflom,  declare  un- 
to you  in   very  deed  a  marvellous  Thing,    but 
marvel  not  at  it,  nor  be  not  troubled.     Buf  what 
is  this  ?  It  is  the  holy  Oblation  ;  whether  Peter 
or  Paul,  or  a  Prieft  of  any  Defert,  do  offer,  it  is 
the  very  fame  which  Chrjl  gave  to  his  Difciples, 
and  which  Priefts  do  make  or  confecrate  at  this 
Time.     This  hath  nothing  lefs  than  that.    Why 
fo  ?  Becaufe  Men  do  not  fanftify  this,  but  Chriji 
which  did  fanclify  that  before.     For  like  as  the 
Words  which  Cbrijl  did  fpeak,  be  the  very  fame 

*  which 
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Queen  Elizabeth.'  which  the  Priefts  do  now  pronounce,  fo  is  it  the 
»559»  «  very  fame  Oblation.  Thefe  be  the  Words  of  St 
Chryfojlom  j  wherein  he  teftifietb,  as  well  the  Ob- 
lation and  Sacrifice  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of 
our  Saviour  Cbrift,  offered  unto  God  the  Father 
in  the  Mafs,  as  alfo  the  Confecrating  of  the  fame 
by  the  Pried :  Which  two  be  both  taken  away 
by  this  Book,  as  the  Authors  thereof  do  willingly 
acknowledge  ;  crying  out  of  the  Offering  of 
C 'briji  oftner  than  once,  notwithftanding  that  all 
the  holy  Fathers  do  teach  it  ;  manifeftly  affirming 
Chrijl  to  be  offered  daily  after  an  unbloody  Man- 
ner. But  if  thefe  Men  did  underftand  and  confi- 
der  what  doth  enfue  and  follow  of  this  their  Af- 
firmation, I  think  they  would  leave  their  Rafh- 
nefs,  and  return  to  the  Truth  again.  For  if  it 
be  true  what  they  fay,  that  there  is  no  external 
Sacrifice  in  the  New  Teftament,  then  doth  it 
follow,  that  there  is  no  Priefthood  under  the 
fame,  whole  Office  is,  faith  St  Pa>rf>  To  offer 
up  Gijts  and  Sacrifices  for  Sin  (g).  And  if  there 
be  no  Priefthood,  then  is  there  no  Religion  under 
the  New  Teftament.  And  if  we  have  no  Reli- 
gion, then  be  we  Sine  Deo  in  hoc  Mundo  ;  that  is, 
We  be  without  God  in  this  World  ;  for  one  of 
thefe  doth  nccefiarily  depend  and  follow  upon 
another.  So  that  if  we  grant  one  of  thefe,  we 
grant  all ;  and  if  we  take  away  one,  we  take  a- 
way  all. 

*  Note  (I  befeech  your  Lordfhips)  the  End  of 
thefe  Men's  Doclrine,  that  is  to  let  us  without 
God.  And  the  like  Opinion  they  hold  touching 
the  Confecration  ;  having  nothing  in  their 
Mouths  but  the  Holy  Communion,  which,  after 
the  Order  of  this  Book,  is  holy  only  in  Words, 
and  not  in  Deed.  For  the  Thing  is  not  there 
which  fhould  make  it  holy,  I  mean  the  Body  and 
Blood  of  Chrijl,  as  may  thus  appear  .*  It  may 
juftlyin  very  deed  be  called  the  Holy  Communi- 
on if  it  be  miniftred  truly,  and  according! v  as   if 

'  ought 


(g)  This  isexprefly  fpoken  of  the  High  Priefts  of  tL:  Old  TeP.a 
merit.  •-•'.'/""' 


Of   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.      4ap 

ought  to  be  ;  for    then  we  receive  Chrift'*  holy  Queen  Elijabetk. 
Body  and  Blood  into  our  Bodies,  and  be  joined         *559* 
in  one  with  him,  like  two  Pieces  of  Wax,  which 
being   mehen  and  put  together,    be  made  one. 
Which  Similitude  St  Cyril  and  Cbryfoftom  do  ufe 
in   this  Matter  ;  and  St  Paul  faith,  'That  we  be 
made  bis  Bones  and  Flejb.     But  by  the  Order  of 
this  Book  this  is  not  done  ;  for  thrift's  Body  is 
not  there  in  very  deed  to  be  received.     For  the 
only  Way  whereby  it  is  prefent  is  by  Confecra- 
tion,  which  this  Book  hath  not  at  all  (h) ;  neither 
doth  it  obferve   the  Form  prefcribed   by  Chrift, 
nor  follow  the  Manner  of  the  Church.     The  E- 
vangelifts  declare,  that  our  Saviour  took  Bread  in- 
to his  Hands,  and  did  blefs  it,  brake  it,  and  gave 
it  to  his  Difciples,  faying,  Tafo  and  eat,  this  is 
my  Body  which  is  given  Jor  you  :  Do  this  in  Re- 
membrance of  me.    By  thefe  Words,  Do  this,  we 
be  commanded  to  take  Bread  into  our  Hands,  to 
blefs  it,  break  it,  and  having  a  Refpecl  to  the 
Bread,  to  pronounce  the  Words   fpoken  by  our 
Saviour,  that  is,  Hoc  eft  Corpus  meum.  By  which 
Words,  faith  St  Chryjoftom,  the  Bread  is  confe- 
crated.     Now  by  the  Order  of  this  Book,  neither 
doth  the  Prieft  take  the  Bread  in  his  Hands,  blefs 
it,  nor  break  it,  neither  yet  hath  any  Regard  or 
Refped  to  the  Bread,  when  he  rehearieth  the 
Words  of  Chrift,  but  doth  pafs  them  over  as  they 
were    telling    a  Tale,    or  rehearfing    a  Story. 
Moreover,  whereas  by  the  Minds  of  good  Writ- 
ers, there  is  required,  yea,  and  that  of  Neceflity, 
a  full  Mind  and  Intent,  to  do  that  which  Chrift 
did,  that  is,  to  confecrate  his  Body  and  Blood, 
with  other   Things   following :    Wherefore  the 
Church  hath  appointed  in  the  Mafs  certain  Pray- 
ers, to  be  faid  by  the  Prieft  before  the  Confecra- 
tion,  in  the  which  thefe  Words  be,  Vt  nobis  fiat 
Ctrpus  &  Sanguis  Domini  nofiri  Jhefu  Chri/li  ■, 
that  is,  the  Prayer   is    to  this    End,  That  the 
Creatures  may  be   made  unto  us  the  Body  and 
Blood  of  our  Saviour  Jefis  Chrift  :  Here  is  de- 

'  clared 

(b)  This   i:  not  rioufly  Life,  the  Prayer  of  Confccration   being 
vident  to  all '.  lea's  1,  es  that  .jnfuitthe Book.  Strype, 
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Queen  Elizabeth.'  clared  the  Intent,  as  well  of  the  Church  as  alfo 
*5S9'  '  of  the  Prieft  which  faith  Mafs  :  But  as  for  this 
c  new  Book,  there  is  no  fuch  Thing  mentioned  in 
'  it,  that  doth  either  declare  any  fuch  Intent,  ei- 
'  ther  make  any  fuch  Requeft  unto  God,  but  rather 
'  to  the  contrary  ;  as  doth   appear  by  the  Requeft 

*  there  made  in  thefe  Words,  That  we  \recewing 
'  thefe  t 'by  Creatures  of 'Bread  and  Wine \  &(.  which 

*  Words  declare,  that  they  intend  no  Confecration 
'  at  all.  And  then  let  them  glory  as  much  as  they 
'  will  in  their  Communion,  it  is  to  no  Purpofe, 

*  feeing  that  the  Body  of  Chrift  is  not  there  j  which 

*  as  I  have  faid,  is  the  Thing  that  fhould  be  com- 

*  municated. 

'  There  did  Yefterday  a  Nobleman  in  this  Houfe 

*  fay,  that  he  did  believe  that  Chrijl  is  there  re- 
'  ceived  in  the  Communion  fet  out  in  this  Book  ; 

*  and  being  ask'd  if  he  did  worfhip  him  there,  he 
'  faid,  No,  nor  never  would,  fo  long  as  he  liv'd. 

*  Which  is  a  ftrange  Opinion,  that  Chri/i  fhould  be 

*  any  where,  and  not  worfhipped.  They  fay,  they 
'  will  worfhip  him  in  Heaven,  but  not  in  the  Sacra- 
6  ment :  Which  is  much  like  as  if  a  Man  would 
'  fay,  that   when  the  Emperor  fitteth  under  his 

*  Cloth  of  Eftate,  princely  apparell'd,  he  is  to  be 
'  honoured;  but  if  he  come  abroad  in  aFrizeCoat, 
'   he  is  not  to  be  honoured  ;  and  yet   he  is  all  one 

*  Emperor  in  Cloth  of  Gold  under  his  Cloth  of 
«  Eftate,  and  in  a  Frize  Coat  abroad  in  the  Street. 
'  As  it  is  one  Chrijl  in  Heaven  in  the  Form  of  Man, 

*  and  in  the  Sacrament  under  the  Forms  of  Bread1 

*  and  Wine.     The  Scripture,  as  St  Augujline  doth 

*  interpret    it,  doth  command  us  to   worfhip  the 

*  Body  of  our  Saviour,  yea,  and  that  in  the  Sa- 

*  crament  in  thele  Words,  Adorate  Scabellum  Pe~ 
'  dum  ejuS)    quoniam  fanftum  eft  ;    Worfhip   his 

*  Footftool  for  it  is  holy.     Upon  the  which  Place 

*  St  Augujline  writeth  thus,    Chrift  took  Flefh  of 

*  the  blelfed  Virgin  his  Mother,  and  in  the  fame  he 

*  did  walk,  and  the  lame  Flefh  he  gave  us  to  eat 
4  unto  Health  ;  but  no  Man  will  eat  that  Flefh, 
'  except  he  worfhip  it  before.     So  is  it    found  out, 

*  how 
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how  We  (hall  WOrftlip  his  Footftool,    &C.   We  (hall  Queen  Elizabeth. 

not  only  not  fin  in  worfhipping,  bat  we  (hall  (in  XSS9« 
in  not  worfhipping.  Thus  far  St  Augujiint : 
But  as  concerning  this,  if  we  would  confider  all 
Things  well,  we  ihall  fee  the  Provifion  of  God 
marvellous  in  it.  For  he  provideth  fo,  that  the 
very  Hereticks,  and  Enemjes  of  the  Truth,  be 
compelled  to  confefs  the  Truth  in  this  Behalf. 
For  the  Lutherans  writing  againft  the  Zwinglians 
do  prove,  that  the  true  natural  Body  of  our  Sa  • 
viour  Chriji  is  in  the  Sacrament.  And  the  Zwing- 
lians  againft  the  Lutherans  do  prove,  that  then  it 
mult  needs  be  worfhipped  there.  And  thus  in 
their  Contention  doth  the  Truth  burft  out,  whe- 
ther they  will  or  no.  Wherefore,  in  my  Opinion 
of  thefe  two  Errors,  the  fonder  is  to  fay,  that 
Chriji  is  in  the  Sacrament,  and  yet  not  to  be  wor- 
fhipped, than  to  fay,  he  is  not  there  at  all.  For 
either  they  do  think,  that  either  he  is  there  but  in 
an  Imagination  or  Fancy,  and  fo  not  in  very 
deed  ;  orelfe  they  be  Nejlorians,  and  think  that 
there  is  his  Body  only,  and  not  his  Divinity  ; 
which  be  both  devilifli  and  wicked. 
'  Now,  my  Lords,  confider  I  befeech  you  the 
Matters  here  in  Variance  ;  whether  your  Lord- 
fhips  be  able  to  difcufs  them  according  to  Learn- 
ing, fo  as  the  Truth  may  appear,  or  no  ;  that  is, 
whether  the  Body  of  Chriji  be  by  this  new  Book 
confecrated,  offered,  adored,  and  truly  commu- 
nicated, or  no  ;  and  whether  thefe  Things  be  re- 
quired necefTarily  by  the  Inftitution  of  our  Saviour 
Chriji  y  or  no  ;  and  whether  Book  goeth  nearer 
the  Truth.  Thefe  Matters,  my  Lords,  be  (as  I 
have  laid)  weighty  and  dark,  and  not  eafy  to  be 
difcufled  :  And  thus  likewife  your  Lordfhips  may 
think  of  the  reft  of  the  Sacraments,  which  be 
either  clearly  taken  away,  or  elfe  mangled  after 
the  fame  Sort  by  this  new  Book. 
*  The  third  Thing  here  to  be  confidered  is,  the 
great  Danger  and  Peril  that  doth  hang  over  your 
Heads,  if  you  do  take  upon  you  to  be  Judges  in 
thefe  Matters,  and  judge  wrong  i  bringing  both 

4  yourfelves 


Queen  Elizabeth, 
J559- 
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yourfelves  and  others  from  the  Truth  unto  Un- 
truth, from  the  Highways  unto  By-Paths.  It  is 
dangerous  enough,  our  Lord  knoweth,  for  a 
Manhimfelf  to  err,  but  it  is  more  dangerous  not 
only  to  err  himfelf,  but  alfo  to  lead  other  Men 
into  Error.  It  is  faid  in  the  Scripture  of  the  King 
Hieroboam,  to  aggravate  his  Offences,  that  Pecca- 
vit  &  peccare  fecit  Ifrael  •>  i.e.  He  did  fin  himfelf 
and  caufed  Jfrael  to  fin.  Take  heed,  my  Lords, 
that  the  like  be  not  faid  by  you  ;  if  you  pais  this 
Bill,  you  fhall  not  only  in  my  Judgment  err  your- 
felves, but  ye  alio  (hall  be  the  Authors  and  Cau- 
fers  that  the  whole  Realm  fhall  err  after  you.  For 
the  which  you  fhall  make  an  Account  before 
God. 

4  Thofe  that  have  read  Stories  and  know  the 
Difcourfe  and  Order  of  the  Church,  difcufling  of 
Controverfies  in  Matters  of  Religion,  can  teftify, 
that  they  have  been  difcufled  and  determined  in 
all  Times  by  the  Clergy  only,  and  never  by  the 
Temporalty.      The   Herefy   of    Arius,   which 
troubled  the  Church   in  the  Time  of  Conflantine 
the  Great,   was  condemned   in   the  Council  of 
Nice.     The  Herefy  of  Eutyches  in  the  Council  of 
Chalccdone  under  Martin  ;  the  Herefy  of  Macedo- 
nius  in  the  firft  Council  of  Conjlantinople  in  the 
Time  of  Tkecdofms  ;  the  Herefy  of  Ncjlorius  in 
the  Ephefui  Council,  in  the  Time  of  Tkeodofms 
the  younger.     And  yet  did  never  none  of  thefe 
good  Emperors  ailemble  their  Nobility  and  Com- 
mons, for  the  difcufling  and  determining  of  thefe 
Controverfies  ;    neither    asked    their   Minds   in 
them,  or  went  by  Number  of  Voices  or  Polls,  to 
determine   the  Truth,  as  is  done  here  in   this 
Realm  at  this  Time.     We  may  come  lower,  to 
the  third  Council  cf  Tolktane  in  Spain,  in  the 
Time  of  Ricar edits   being   there,    and    to    the 
Council  of  France  about  8oo  Years  ago,  in  the 
Time  of  Carolus  Magnus  ;   which  both  follow- 
ing the  Order  of  the  Church,  by  Licence  had  of 
the  Pope,  did  procure  the  Clergy  of  their  Realms 
to  be  gathered  and  aflemWed,   for  reforming  of 

*  ceuavn 
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4  certain  Errors  and  Enormities  within  their  faid  Queen  Elizabeth. 

*  Realms,   whereunto  they  never  called  their  No-       '559- 

*  bility  nor  Commons ;  neither  did  any  of  them 

*  take  upon  themfelves  either  to  reafon  or  difpute, 

*  in  difcufling  of  the  Controverfies ;  neither  to  de- 

*  termine  them  being  difcufled,   but  left  the  whole 

*  to  the  difcufling  and  determining  of  the  Clergy. 

*  And  no  marvel,  if  theie  with  all  other  Catholick 

*  Princes  ufed  this  Trade.     For  the  Emperors  that 

*  were  Hereticks,  did  never  referve  any  fuch  Matter 

*  to  the  Judgment  of  Temporal  Men,  as  may  ap- 
«  pear  to  them  that  read  the  Stories  of  Conjlantius^ 
«  Valenst  &c.  who  procured  divers  Aflemblies,   but 

*  always  of  the  Clergy,  for  theeftablifhing  of  Art- 
1  us's  Doctrine  ;  and  of  Zeno  the  Emperor,  which 

*  did  the  like  for  Eutycbes's  Dodrine  ;  with  many 
4  others  of  that  Sort.  Yea,  it  doth  appear  in  the 
'  Atts  of  the  Apojlles^  that  an  Infidel  would  take  no 
4  fuch  Matter  upon  him.  The  Story  is  this,  St 
4  Paul  having  continued  at  Cory  nth  one  Year  and 

*  an  half  in  preaching  of  the  Gofpel,  certain  wick- 
4  edPerfons  did  arifeagainfthim,  and  brought  him 
'  before  their  Vice-Conful  called  Gal!io>  laying  un- 
c  to  his  Charge,  That  he  taught  the  People  to  wor- 

*  (hip  God  contrary  to  their  Law.     Unto  whom 

*  the  Vice-Conful  anfwered  thus :  Si  quidem  ejjet 
'  Iniquum  aliquid  aut  Facinus  pejjimum,  oVos  Judtvi, 

*  reile  vos  fufllnerem  \  fi  vero  ^ue/liones  Tint  de 
4  Verbo&  Nominibus  Leg  is  vejirce,  vos  ipfi  videritis, 
'  Judex  horum  ego  nolo  ejfe  ;  i.e.  If  that  this  Man, 
4  faith  Gallio,  had  committed  any  wicked  Act.  or 

*  curfed  Crime,  O  ye  Jeivs,  I  might  juftly  have 
4  heard  you  ;  but  and  if  it  be  concerning  Queftions 
4  and  Doubts  of  the  Words  and  Matters  of  your 

*  Law,  that  is  to  fay,  if  it  be  touching  your  Re- 
4  ligion,  I  will  not  be  judge  in  thofe  Matters. 
4  Mark,  my  Lords,  this  {hort  Difcourfe,  I  befcech 
4  your  Lordfhips,  and  ye  (hall  perceive,  that  all 
4  Catholick  Princes,  Heretick  Princes,  yea,  and 
4  Infidels,  have  from  Time  to  Time  refufed    to 

*  take  that  upon  them  that  your  Lordfhips  go  abcut 

*  and  challenge  to  do. 

1  Eut 
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fueen  Elizabeth.     *  But  now,  becaufe  I  have  been  long,   I  will 
I5S9*       *  make  an  End  of  this  Matter,  with  the  Saying  of 

*  two  noble  Emperors  in  the  like  Affairs.  The  firft 
'  is  Theodofiuiy  which  faid  thus ;  Illicitum  eft  enimy 
i  quinonfit  ex  Ordine  fanfforum  Epifcoporum,  ecc/e- 
'  Jiajiicis  fe  immifcere  Tratlatibm  ;  i.  e.  It  is  not 
'  lawful,  faith  he,  for  him  that  is  not  of  the  Order 

*  of  the  holy  Bifhops,  to  intermeddle  with  the 
1  Treating  of  Eccleikftical  Matters.  Likewife,  faid 

*  Vakntinianui    the  Emperor,  being  defired  to  af- 

*  femble  certain  Bifhops  together  for  examining  of 
'  a  Matter  of  Doctrine,  in  this  wife  ;  Mibiy  qui  in 
'  forte  fub  Pkbis,  fas  non  eft  tali  a  curiofms  f  rut  art ; 
4  Sacerdotesy  quibus  ifta  Cwa  funt,  inter  feipfos  quo- 
'  cunque  Loco  voluerint  convenient  ;  i.  e.  It  is  not 
'  lawful  for  me,  quoth  the  Emperor,  being  one  of 
c  the  Lay  People,  to  fearch  out  luch  Matters  cu- 
4  rioufly  ;    but  let  the  Priefts,   unto    whom  the 

*  Charge  of  thefe  Things  doth  appertain,  meet  to- 
c  gether  in  what  Place  foever  they  will  :  He  mean- 

*  eth,  for  the  dilcourfing  thereof.  But  to  con- 
'  elude  ;  and  if  thefe  Emperors  had  not  to  do  with 
'  fuch  Matters,  how  fhould  your  Lordfhips  have  to 
'  do  with  all  ?  And  thus  defiring  your  good  Lord- 
'  mips  toconfider,  and  take  in  good  part  thefe  few 

*  Things  that  I  have  fpoken,  I  make  an  End.' 

Befides  Church  Matters,  fome  Care  was  taken 
of  the  State  of  the  Nation  in  Trade,  &c.  A  few 
Acls  were  made  on  Merchandize,  Shipping,  the 
Cloth  and  Iron  Trace,  and  unlawful  and  riotous 
Meetings  ;  which  are  all  printed.  There  is  one 
Church-  Act  ftill,  ihatdeferves  a  little  more  parti- 
cular Notice,  which  was  concerning  the  Archbi- 
fhops  and  Bifhops  Demefnes.  By  this  it  was  en- 
abled, that  they  fhould  not  give,  grant,  or  leafe 
out  the  Lands  and  Livings  of  the  Church,  for 
twenty-one  Years,  or  three  Lives,  to  any  other 
than  the  Queen  and  her  Succcfibrs,  referving  the 
old  Rents.  This  Acl:  was  never  printed,  and 
Camhden  obferves  upon  it,  That  this  Exception  to 
the  t^ueen,    however  prejudicial  to  the  Church, 

Turned 
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turned  to  the  Account  of  fuch  Courtiers  as  abufed  Queen  Elizabeth, 
the  Queen's  Favour,    and  of  thofe  Bifhops  who        J559. 
were  of  a  narrow  and   covetous  Spirit.     But,  he 
adds,  That  at  laft  it  was  quite  expunged,  to  the 
great  Benefit  of  the  Church,  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  next  Reign  (i), 

In  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
this  Parliament,  a  Cafe  of  Privilege  is  fomewhat 
remarkable.  One  John  Smyth,  Efq;  return'd  a 
Burgefs  fox  Cam  elf  or  de  in  Cornwal,  was  accufed  by 
another  Member,  '  That  he  had  come  to  the  Houfe 

*  being  outlawed  j    and  had  alfo  defrauded  feveral 

*  Merchants,  in  London,  of  Wares,  to  the  Sum  of 

*  300  1.   under   Colour  of    the   Privilege  of  the 

*  Houfe.'     The  Examination  of  this  Matter  being  A  Queftbn  of 
referr'd  to  a  Committee,  it  was  reported  to  be  true.  p»vikge. 
And  on  Confutation  in  the  Houfe,  the  Queftion 

was  put,  Whether  he  mould  have  Privilege  or  not? 
It  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  by,  only,  112 
againit  107  (k). 

In  the  Catalogue  of  the  A&s  palled  this  Seffion, 
in  the  Journals,  are  the  Titles  of  forty  ;  in  the  Aa$  parted; 
printed  Statutes  only  21.  Tho'  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  fix  of  thofe  Act.s  in  the  Lords  Journals,  have 
not  the  lead  Notice  taken  of  them  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  that  Houle.  Cambden  remarks,  That  in 
this  Parliament  there  was  not  a  Man  attainted  j  a 
Thing,  he  fays,  very  unufual  in  the  firft  Seffion  of 
that  Court,  in  the  Reigns  of  other  Princes.  The 
Reader  may  remember,  the  fame  Thing  happened 
in  the  firft  Parliament  of  her  Sifter.  But  feveral 
Attainders  were  now  reverfed.  Gregory  Fienes  Lord 
D acres,  and  Thomas  his  Brother,  were  reltored  to 
their  Titles  and  Eftates,  forfeited  by  their  Father's 
Attainder  under  Henry  VIII.  Henry  Howard  and 
his  three  Sifters,  the  Children  of  Henry  Howard  Attainders  re- 
Earl  of  Surrey,  beheaded  upon  a  flight  Pretence,  byversd' 
the  fame  King,  a  little  before  his  Death  ;  John  Gray 
of  'Pyrgo,  Brother  to  the  Marquis  of  Dorjet,  Sir 

Vol.  III.  Ff  Henry 
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fjueen  Elizabeth,  Henry  Gates,  Sir  James  Croft s,  convicted  of  Trea- 
ts*        {bn  in  Queen  Mary's  Days ;  and  feveral  others. 

The  Journal  of  the  Lords  concludes  this  Parlia- 
ment very  abruptly  ;  and  that  of  the  Commons  not 
much  fuller.  All  that  is  faid  in  the  latter  is,  *  That 
May  the  8th,  in  the  Afternoon,  the  Queen  came 
to  the  Houfe,  when  Mr  Speaker,  attended  by  the 
Commons,  made  a  learned  Oration,  on  exhibiting 
the  Bill  for  the  Subfidy  and  the  Bill  for  Tonnage 
and  Poundage.  He  alfo  required  the  Queen's  Ai- 
fcrit  to  fuch  other  Bills  as  had  palled  both  the  Houfes. 
Which  Oration  being  commended  and  anfwered 
by  the  Lord  Keeper,  the  Royal  A  Hem  was  given 

The  Parliament  to  forty-two  Bills  •  and,  by  the  Queen's  Pleafure, 

diffolv'd.  this  Parliament  Was  diflbtved. 

It  is  now  that  another  Revolution  in  Church 
Affairs  took  Place,  in  a  very  furprizing  Manner  ; 
and  Popes,  with  Cardinals,  once  more  were  baniflied 
this  Realm.  On  the  riling  of  the  Parliament,  the 
new  Liturgy  in  the  vulgar  Tongue,  which  by  their 
Authority  had  been  eftablifhed,  was  introduced  into 
all  Churches  and  Chapels  of  the  Kingdom.    Images 

Alterations  m     were  once  more  taken  down  and  removed  out  of 
a  lgion.  them,  with  as  little  Disturbance  as  poflible.     And 

fome  of  the  Clergy  themfelves  underwent  the  fame 
Fate.  For  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  being  tendered 
to  them,  fuch  as  refufed  were  deprived  of  their 
Bifhopricks,  Livings,  and  all  other  -Ecclefialtical 
Preferments.  But  the  Number  of  the  Conlcienti- 
ous  Clergy  were  but  imall,  in  Companion  of  the 
whole  Body.  In  England  there  were  then  comput- 
ed 9400  Ecclefialtical  Preferments  •,  of  thefe  there 
went  oft' no  more  than  eighty  Parifh  Prielts,  fifty 
Prebendaries,  fifteen  Heads  of  Colleges,  twelve 
Archdeacon?,  as  many  Deans,  fix  Abbots  and  A- 
belles,  and  fourteen  Biihops  ;  which  laft  Number, 
except  the  Bifhop  of  Llandajf,  were  all  that  then 
were  living.  In  this  the  Heads  of  the  Clergy 
ih e wed  much  more  Confcience  than  the  Tail  of 
them.  Other  Bifhops,  iffc.  were  elected  and  fub- 
itituted  in  the  Places  of  the  deprived  ;  and  thefe 
Alterations  in   Religion  were  done   with  fo  little 

Noife 
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Noifeand  Buftle  in  England,  as  was,  fays  Camb-  QUeen  Earte*. 
dent  to  the  Aftonifhment  of  the  whole  Chrijlian       J559. 
World. 

It  is  now  alfo  that  we  have  a  Gap  of  Time, 
almoft  as  wide  as  all  the  laft  Reign,  before  we 
meet  with  the  Call  of  another  Parliament.  For, 
it  was  not  till  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1563, 
that  a  new  one  was  fummoned.  In  the  mean 
while,  England  became  embroiled  in  a  War  with 
Scotland,  on  account  of  Mary  their  Queen,  who 
was  lately  married  to  the  Dsuphin  of  France.  As 
this  Princefs  muft  make  a  confiderable  Figure  in 
any  Hiftory  of  this  Reign,  it  is  proper  in  this  Place 
to  give  fome  Account  of  her. 

Mary  Stewart,  only  Child  to  James  the  Vth, 
King  of  Scotland,  by  Margaret,  eldeft  Daughter  to 
Henry  the  Vllth  of  England,  by  his  Wife  Eliza- 
beth, eldeft  Daughter  to  King  Edward  the  I  Vth, 
was  almoft  born  a  Queen  ;  for  her  Father  lived  not 
a  Week  after  her  Birth,  which  happened  December 
the  7th,  in  the  Year  1541.  Whilft  (he  was  yet 
an  Infant-Queen,  the  Guardians  of  Scotland  were 
much  folicited  by  Henry  the  Vlllth,  her  Uncle, 
to  contract  her  in  Marriage  to  his  young  Son  Ed- 
ward. And  after  this  Prince  fucceeded  his  Father, 
the  fame  Overtures  were  made  to  the  Scots  ;  which 
being  both  Times  refufed,  a  fmartand  bloody  War 
enfu'd  upon  it.  French  Politicks,  or  French  Pif- 
toles,  always  influenced  the  Scotch  Miniftry  to  re- 
fufe  this  Match ;  and  at  length  brought  them  to 
confent  to  her  Marriage  with  the  eldeft  Son  of 
France,  afterwards  King  Francis  the  lid. 

This  grand  Alliance  looked  very  formidable  a- 
gainft  ( >ueen  Elizabeth  ;  efpecially  when  the 
young  King  of  Prance,  in  Right  of  his  Quetn, 
made  no  Scruple  to  clam  the  Englifl)  Crown. 
And  to  back  this  Title,  actually  fent  a  Body  of 
French  Troops  into  Scotland,  in  order  to  begin  Ho- 
ftilities  againft  the  Englijh  from  that  Quarter. 

It  was  very  fortunate  for  Queen  Elizabeth,  that 

the  Scotch  were  then  a  much  divided  Nation.     The 

Doctrine  of  J.  Knox,  and  oiher  zealous  Conven- 

F  f  z  ticlcr:, 


4.3 S     The  Parliamentary  History 

Queen  Elizabeth  ticfers,  had  pofiefs'd  the  Minds  of  half  that  King- 
J559.  dom  ;  inlbmuch,  that  they  refufed  to  obey  the 
Queen-Regent,  when  the  Heads  of  thefe  Sectaries 
were  called  on,  to  join  the  French  Intereft  again  ft 
their  Brethren  the  Reformers  in  England.  It  was 
the  Policy  of  the  EngUJl)  Miniftry  to  keep  up  this 
Divifion  amongft  their  Neighbours  ;  and  Soldieis 
were  lent  into  Scotland ',  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  to 
invade  it,  and  drive  the  French  home  again.  But 
we  leave  the  Progrefs  of  thefe  Wars  to  our  larger 
Hiftorians ;  and  fhall  onjy  take  Notice,  that  ano- 
ther lucky  Incident  greatly  helped  to  (ecu re  Queen 
Elizabeth  ;  which  was  the  Death  of  the  young 
King  of  France,  Francis  II.  who  dying  in  the  mid  ft 
of  thefe  Tumults,  left  the  young  Queen  of  Scots 
a  Widow,  with  a  very  unhappy  Courie  of  Lile  to 
fleer  after  him. 

The  homebred  Divi/ions  in  Scotland,  and  a  Civil 
War  breaking  out  in  France,  between  the  Princes 
of  the  Blood  and  the  Guife's  Party,  feem'd  to  favour 
the  Englijh  Miniftry  on  all  Sides.  An  Army  was 
fent  'from  hence  into  France,  in  order  to  invade 
them  in  our  Turn  ;  and  at  this  Conjuncture  the 
Queen  thought  fit  to  call  a  new  Parliament,  to 
find  Money  to  fupport  it.  But  this  being  a  Period 
of  lome  Account  in  the  Hiftory  of  this  long  Reign, 
we  fhall  chufe,  alfo,  to  make  it  one  to  thisVolume. 
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